


BIKE I WALK VENICE

October 16, 2013
Sarasota Board of County Commissioners
1660 Ringling Blvd.
Sarasota, FL 34236

City of Sarasota Commissioners
1565 1st Street
Sarasota, FL 34236

Commissioners:

The Bike / Walk Venice project team fully supports the extension of the LegacyTrail north
and west from its current northern terminus into Payne Park and downtown Sarasota.

Bike / Walk Venice (BWV) is a team of volunteers who successfully applied for Bicycle Friendly
Community status on behalf of the City of Venice from the League of American Bicyclists in 2012. Venice
was awarded the designation at the silver level. This designation must be renewed in 2016.

Perhaps the biggest improvement in 2012 for the Venice area and for bicycling was the completion of
the overpass that effectively linked the Venetian Waterway Park and the Legacy Trail. This provided the
area with a "backbone" of connectivity that few cities can claim. BWV also identified improvements in
education and encouragement as well as many other areas. But, no one can doubt that the Legacy Trail
connectivity was the major improvement to bicycling in this area.

If the Legacy Trail can be completed, it will provide a walkable or easy bike ride between downtown
Sarasota and downtown Venice. The completed trail plus connected links will become a dream come
true.

Please take the first step in completing the Legacy Trail by providing all the support the Feasibility Study
(that you have already approved) will need. Then, take all the future steps necessary to complete the
Legacy Trail itself.

Best regards,

Monty Andrews
Chairman, Bike / Walk Venice



 
 

 
 

                    February 22, 2016 
Ray Chiaramonte 
Executive Director , 
Tampa Bay Area Regional Transportation Authority (TBARTA) 
4350 West Cypress Street 
Suite 700 
Tampa, FL 33607 
 
Dear Mr. Chiaramonte, 
  
BikeWalkLee is an award‐winning volunteer community coalition with 70 supporter organizations raising 
public awareness and advocating for complete streets in Lee County.  Since our inception in 2009, we 
have been strong supporters of the vision of a connected and integrated statewide trail system 
throughout Florida.   
   
We were an early supporter of the River of Grass Greenway, which both Lee and Collier MPO Boards 
have made a funding priority over the past 5 years.  We also urged our Lee Legislative Delegation to 
support the 275 mile Coast‐to‐Coast Trail from St. Petersburg to Cape Canaveral National Seashore.  Our 
annual letter to the Lee Legislative Delegation for the past four years has made bike tourism and the 
statewide network of bike/ped paths, now called SunTrail, one of our top priorities. (See links below to 
our annual letters.) 
 
In the Fall of 2014, the Florida Greenways and Trails Foundation CEO, Dale Allen, made a well‐received 
presentation to a joint Lee/Collier MPO Board meeting about the vision of a statewide trail system. This 
vision energized the MPO staff and advocates in both counties to form a joint working group in early 
2015 that developed the best route for a regional trail in Southwest Florida, called the Southwest Coast 
Connector (N2N).  In early 2016 the Lee MPO submitted grant applications for SunTrail funds to 
undertake two projects on the Southwest Coast Connector‐‐the Kismet Parkway shared use path in Cape 
Coral, which would be part of the Charlotte Lee Hendry Trail; and funds for the PD & E study for the last 
segment of the popular John Yarborough Linear Park Trail in Fort Myers.  Other segments of the trail 
going through Lee County are either planned, programmed, or existing. 
 
We see bike tourism as a winning economic development strategy for Florida.  This lucrative niche 
market is especially attractive for international travelers and a younger demographic.  With Florida's 
temperate winters and flat terrain, the potential for destination bike tourism has an enormous potential 
for high returns on our investment in Florida.   
 
The $10 million federal TIGER grant awarded in 2013 to the Lee MPO for its Complete Streets Initiative 
Project will be completed  by the end of 2016, setting the stage for enhanced economic benefits from 



bike tourism, which would be greatly enhanced by a trail system that linked Lee County to Collier County 
to the South and all the way to Tampa to the North.   
 
Bike tourism is already gaining traction in Lee County with the recent completion of Cape Coral's 90‐mile 
bicycle routes system.  By the end of this year, there were be 14.3 miles of additional shared use paths 
as result of the TIGER grant, increasing the current connected shared use path system in the area (Lee 
County's Tour de Parks Loop) to a total of almost 50 miles.  In addition, last year FDOT programmed 
funds to conduct a PD & E study for a shared use path that will connect the Cape Coral system to Pine 
Island, which already has a shared use path the length of the island on Stringfellow Rd.  This new 2.3 
mile connection will connect the 90 mile system in Cape Coral to the 5.6 mile path on Pine Island, 
creating almost 98 miles of a connected path system. 
 
Commitment to improving our bike/ped facilities network and the safety of its users is a high priority by 
both the elected bodies and communities  in Lee County, as evidenced by our growing number of 
communities designated as Bicycle Friendly Communities (BFC)‐‐in 2014 Sanibel was elevated to Silver 
status, and in 2015 Cape Coral was designated as a Bronze BFC.  In the larger SWFL, there are two other 
BFC's‐‐Punta Gorda, joined by Naples in 2015.  SWFL has worked hard over the past seven years to 
develop comprehensive bike/ped programs, including expanding and improving the bike/ped network.   
SWFL is ready to take on the next big challenge‐‐ the Southwest Coast Connector Trail. 
 
In summary, BikeWalkLee strongly supports the Southwest Coast Connector, and urges the Florida 
Greenways and Trails Council to select our region as the next portion of the statewide system to work 
on.   We look forward to working with all the governmental and advocate partners in this regional 
initiative. 
 
Darla Letourneau 
On behalf of the Steering Committee 
BikeWalkLee 
 
Links: 
BWL 2015 Letter to Lee Legislative Delegation: 
http://www.bikewalklee.org/BWL_PDFs/Legislature/BWL%20LegDeleg2016Letter150920FINAL.pdf 
 
BWL 2014 Letter to Lee Legislative Delegation: 
http://www.bikewalklee.org/BWL_PDFs/Legislature/121914_LegisDelLtrBWL.pdf 
 
BWL 2013 Letter to Lee Legislative Delegation: 
http://www.bikewalklee.org/BWL_PDFs/Legislature/111213_BWL2013LegDelegationLetter.pdf 
 
BWL 2012 Letter to Lee Legislative Delegation: 
http://bikewalklee.com/BWL_PDFs/BWL_PR/121012BWLtextingStLegLetter.pdf 
 
cc: Dave Hutchinson,  Anthony Matonti, Don Scott, Anne McLaughlin, Bob Harrington, Brian Smith, 
Samantha Browne, Dale Allen, Ron Gogoi, Christine Small 



 

 

 

March 17, 2016 

Florida Greenways and Trails Council 
Office of Greenways and Trails 
Florida Department of Environmental Protection 
3800 Commonwealth Boulevard, MS 795 
Tallahassee, FL 32399‐3000 
 
Dear Council Members, 
 
The Sarasota/Manatee MPO’s Bicycle/Pedestrian/Trails Advisory Committee(MPOBPTAC) 
strongly supports the Southwest Coastal Regional Trail and urges the Florida Greenways and 
Trails Council to select Southwest Florida as the next major priority corridor portion for the Sun 
Trail funding. 

 
The Southwest Coastal Regional Trail will provide both tourists and state residents a safe, 
alternative transportation network that serves as a resource for leisure and exercise, while also 
providing for commuters and consumer destinations.   

 
The Southwest Coastal Regional Trail would stretch from Naples, Florida to the Pinellas Trail in 
St. Petersburg, incorporating numerous trails that already exist along the route. It will then join 
with the Coast‐to‐Coast Connector (C2C). The C2C currently extends from the Pinellas Trail 
north through Pasco and Hernando County, eventually reaching the east coast of Florida. Once 
all segments are completed, it will be part of a network that will be the nation’s largest system 
of connected trails.  
 
The MPOBPTAC welcomes the opportunity to work alongside all the governmental and 
advocacy partners in this regional effort to invest in Florida’s eco‐tourism, economic 
development, bicycle and pedestrian safety, and sustainability.  
 
 
 
Sincerely,   
 
 

 
Thomas  Denslow 
Chair, Bicycle/Pedestrian/Trails Advisory Committee 
Sarasota/Manatee Metropolitan Planning Organization  













CITY OF 

401 W. Venice Avenue 
(941) 486-2626 

VENICE 

Venice, FL. 34285-2006 
Fax (941) 480-3031 

Office of the Mayor 
"City on the Gulf" 

March 22, 2016 

Florida Greenways and Trails Council 
Office of Green ways and Trails 
Florida Department of Environmental Protection 
3800 Commonwealth Boulevard, MS 795 
Tallahassee Florida 32399-3000 

Dear Council Members, 

The City of Venice strongly supports the Southwest Coastal Regional Trail and urges the 
Florida Greenways and Trails Council to select our greater region as the next priority 
portion for multi-use trail funding. 

The Southwest Coastal Regional Trail will provide tourists and state residents a safe, 
alternative transportation network that serves as a resource for leisure and exercise, while 
also providing for commuters and consumer destinations. 

The Southwest Coastal Regional Trail would stretch from Naples, Florida to the Pinellas 
Trail in St. Petersburg where it will join with the Coast-to-Coast Connector (C2C). The C2C 
currently extends from the Pinellas Trail north through Pasco and Hernando County, 
eventually reaching the east coast of Florida. Once all segments are completed, it will be 
part of a network that will be the nation 's largest system of locally connected trails. 

Our organization welcomes the opportunity to work alongside all the governmental and 
advocacy partners in this regional effort to invest in Florida's eco-tourism, economic 
development, bicycle and pedestrian safety, and sustainability. 

Respectfully submitted, 

w~ 





Dear Florida Greenways and Trails Council member, 

  

As one of the 500 plus members of the Sarasota Manatee 
Bicycle I want to express my enthusiastic support for 
making the Southwest Coastal Regional Trail as the next 
priority multi-use trail to be funded under the Florida 
Shared-Use Non-Motorized (SUN) Trail Network.  

 I regularly ride the Legacy Trail both for club rides 
and with visitors from out of the area. It offers a 
unique experience for a great variety of users of all 
ages and capabilities in a safe and accessible setting, 
devoid of motor vehicles. 

The Legacy Trail in Sarasota County sees over 120,000 
users a year and is an asset to all who use it whether 
for biking, walking or rollerblading.  The proposed 
extension of the Legacy Trail (part of SCAT) will 
provide for safe bike to school routes for 45 schools 
within a two mile radius of the trail and be a safe 
route for adults to commute to downtown Sarasota both 
for work and pleasure. 

  

This is an exciting time to be a Floridian and 
especially one who enjoys multi-use trails and who sees 
the expansion of these trails to be on the immediate 
horizon.  Once again, please choose SCAT as THE 
priority for SUN Trail funding. 

  

Sincerely, 

 
Dan Gulliford. 
 



Dear Florida Greenways and Trails Council member, 

  

As one of the 500 plus members of the Sarasota Manatee 
Bicycle I want to express my enthusiastic support for 
making the Southwest Coastal Regional Trail as the next 
priority multi-use trail to be funded under the Florida 
Shared-Use Non-Motorized (SUN) Trail Network.  

  

The Legacy Trail in Sarasota County sees over 120,000 
users a year and is an asset to all who use it whether 
for biking, walking or rollerblading.  The proposed 
extension of the Legacy Trail (part of SCAT) will 
provide for safe bike to school routes for 45 schools 
within a two mile radius of the trail and be a safe 
route for adults to commute to downtown Sarasota both 
for work and pleasure. 

  

This is an exciting time to be a Floridian and 
especially one who enjoys multi-use trails and who sees 
the expansion of these trails to be on the immediate 
horizon.  Once again, please choose SCAT as THE 
priority for SUN Trail funding. 

  

Sincerely, 

 David B Clarke 

Sgt. (ret.) NYSP 

Parrish, FL 

 

















 
 
 
 

Florida House of Representatives 
Representative Chris Latvala 

District 67 
District Office: 
Waters Edge Office Center, Suite 206 
2963 Gulf to Bay Boulevard 
Clearwater , FL 33759 
Tel:  (727) 724-3000   Fax: (727) 724-3002 

 Tallahassee Office: 
1101 The Capitol 

402 South Monroe Street 
Tallahassee, FL 32399 

(850) 717-5067 

Email:  Chris.Latvala@myfloridahouse.gov 

Education Committee 

Justice Appropriation Subcommittee 

Criminal Justice Subcommittee 

Business & Professional Subcommittee 

Highway & Waterway Safety Subcommittee 

 
 

 

Florida Greenways and Trails Council 

Florida Department of Environmental Protection 

3800 Commonwealth Boulevard, MS 795 

Tallahassee, FL 32399-3000 

 

March 22, 2016 

 

To Whom It May Concern, 

  

I sincerely support the Southwest Coastal Regional Trail and I urge the Florida Greenways and Trails 

Council to select our greater region as the next priority portion for multi-use trail funding. 

  

The Southwest Coastal Regional Trail will provide tourists and state residents a safe, alternative 

transportation network that serves as a resource for leisure and exercise. 

  

The Southwest Coastal Regional Trail would stretch from Naples, Florida to the Pinellas Trail in St. 

Petersburg where it will join with the Coast-to-Coast Connector (C2C). The C2C currently extends 

from the Pinellas Trail north through Pasco and Hernando County, eventually reaching the east coast 

of Florida. Once all segments are completed, it will be part of a network that will be the nation’s 

largest system of locally connected trails. I have seen the tremendous use of the Pinellas Trail and 

what it brings to our community, and I feel as though the addition of this connector will be of great 

benefit to a large majority of our region and will increase activity of our constituency and beyond. 

  

If you have any questions regarding my support, please feel free to contact me. Thank you again for 

your time and consideration. 

 

 
 

Chris Latvala  

State Representative, District 67  









 

 

SENATOR NANCY C. DETERT 
28th District 

THE FLORIDA SENATE 
 

Tallahassee, Florida  32399-1100 
 

 
 
 
COMMITTEES: 
Commerce and Tourism, Chair 
Education Pre-K - 12, Vice Chair 
Appropriations Subcommittee on Transportation, 
   Tourism, and Economic Development 
Banking and Insurance 
Children, Families, and Elder Affairs 
 
JOINT COMMITTEE: 
Joint Administrative Procedures Committee 
 

 

 
 REPLY TO: 
   417 Commercial Court, Suite D, Venice, Florida 34292  (941) 480-3547  FAX: (941) 480-3549 
   416 Senate Office Building, 404 South Monroe Street, Tallahassee, Florida 32399-1100  (850) 487-5028 
 

Senate’s Website:  www.flsenate.gov 
 
 

 ANDY GARDINER GARRETT RICHTER 
 President of the Senate President Pro Tempore 
 

March 24, 2016 

 

Brian Smith, Chairman 

Florida Greenways and Trails Council 

Office of Greenways and Trails 

Florida Department of Environmental Protection 

3800 Commonwealth Boulevard, MS 795 

Tallahassee, FL 32399-3000 

 

Dear Chairman Smith, 

 

It has come to my attention that the Southwest Coastal Regional Trail is under consideration to 

be selected as the  next priority portion for multi-use trail funding. 

 

The Southwest Coastal Regional Trail will provide tourists and state residents a safe, alternative 

transportation network that serves as a resource for leisure and exercise, while also providing for 

commuters and consumer destinations.   

 

The Southwest Coastal Regional Trail would stretch from Naples, Florida to the Pinellas Trail in 

St. Petersburg where it will join with the Coast-to-Coast Connector (C2C).  

 

I welcome the opportunity to work alongside all the governmental and advocacy partners in this 

regional effort to invest in Florida’s eco-tourism, economic development, bicycle and pedestrian 

safety, and sustainability.  Thank you for your consideration. 

 

Sincerely,   

 
Senator Nancy Detert 

Cc: Samantha Browne, OGT Chief (Samantha.Browne@dep.state.fl.us)  

mailto:Samantha.Browne@dep.state.fl.us


 

 

SENATOR ARTHENIA L. JOYNER 
Democratic Leader 

19th District 

THE FLORIDA SENATE 
 

Tallahassee, Florida  32399-1100 
 

 
 
 
COMMITTEES: 
Appropriations Subcommittee on Criminal and  
   Civil Justice, Vice Chair 
Appropriations 
Health Policy 
Higher Education 
Judiciary 
Rules 
 
JOINT COMMITTEE: 
Joint Legislative Budget Commission 
 

 

 
 REPLY TO: 
   508 W. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Blvd., Suite C, Tampa, Florida 33603-3415  (813) 233-4277 
   200 Senate Office Building, 404 South Monroe Street, Tallahassee, Florida 32399-1100  (850) 487-5019  FAX: (813) 233-4280 
 

Senate’s Website:  www.flsenate.gov 
 
 

 ANDY GARDINER GARRETT RICHTER 
 President of the Senate President Pro Tempore 
 

March 25, 2016 

Florida Greenways and Trails Council 

Office of Greenways and Trails 

Florida Department of Environmental Protection 

3800 Commonwealth Boulevard, MS 795 

Tallahassee, FL 32399-3000 

 

Dear Council Members: 

 

This letter is to express my support for the Southwest Coastal Regional Trail to be selected 

as the next priority portion for multi-use trail funding.  I believe the Southwest Coastal 

Regional Trail will offer tourists and state residents a safe, alternative transportation 

network for leisure and exercise, as well as providing alternative access for commuter and 

consumer destinations.   

 

The Southwest Coastal Regional Trail will join with the Coast-to-Coast Connector (C2C) to 

reach the east coast of Florida. Once all segments are completed, it will be part of a network 

that will be the nation’s largest system of locally connected trails.  

 

This regional project will enhance Florida’s efforts to encourage eco-tourism, economic 

development, bicycle and pedestrian safety, and environmental sustainability. It is without 

hesitation that I add my strong support to this effort. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Arthenia L. Joyner 

Senate Minority Leader 

State Senator, District 19   
 













 

 

March 22, 2016 

 

Florida Greenways and Trails Council 
Office of Greenways and Trails 
Florida Department of Environmental Protection 
3800 Commonwealth Boulevard, MS 795 
Tallahassee, FL 32399‐3000 
 
 
Dear Council Members, 
 
The Greater Fort Myers Chamber of Commerce strongly supports the Southwest 
Coastal Regional Trail and urges the Florida Greenways and Trails Council to select 
our greater region as the next priority portion for multi‐use trail funding. 
 
The Southwest Coastal Regional Trail will provide tourists and state residents a 
safe, alternative transportation network that serves as a resource for leisure and 
exercise, while also providing for commuters and consumer destinations. When 
completed, it would be part of a network that will be the nation’s largest system 
of locally connected trails.  
 
Our organization welcomes the opportunity to work alongside all the 
governmental and advocacy partners in this regional effort to invest in Florida’s 
eco‐tourism, economic development, bicycle and pedestrian safety, and 
sustainability.  
 
Sincerely,   
Colleen DePasquale 
Executive Director 
 



 

www.tampachamber.com 
 

PO Box 420, Tampa, FL 33601 · 201 North Franklin Street, Suite 201, Tampa, FL 33602-5846 · 813.228.7777 · (f) 813.223.7899 

 

March 24, 2016 
 
Florida Greenways and Trails Council 
Office of Greenways and Trails 
Florida Department of Environmental Protection 
3800 Commonwealth Boulevard, MS 795 
Tallahassee, FL 32399-3000 
 
Dear Council Members, 
 
The Greater Tampa Chamber of Commerce would like to express our support for the Southwest 
Coastal Regional Trail, and urge the Florida Greenways and Trails Council to select the Tampa Bay 
region as the next priority for multi-use trail funding.  Our 1,300 members have made advocating for 
investments in transportation infrastructure a priority for our organization. For this reason, we 
support the Southwest Coastal Regional Trail, and believe it will benefit the region’s businesses and 
families.  
 
The Southwest Coastal Regional Trail would link existing trails in Hillsborough County to the rest of 
the region, creating an alternative transportation network that will serve residents, tourists, and 
commuters. It would be one of the largest systems of locally connected trails in the nation.  
 
In Hillsborough County, we have seen the value of trails. In downtown Tampa, the Riverwalk is 
packed with families, businesspeople, and tourists enjoying a perspective that was only made 
available by the Riverwalk. The Selmon Greenway connecting the Riverwalk to Ybor City, will soon 
also connect to new developments in the Channelside neighborhood. The Upper Tampa Bay Trail, 
Courtney Campbell Causeway Trail, and historic Bayshore Boulevard provide access to nature and 
spectacular views that can only be made possible by investments in trails.    
 
The Southwest Coastal Regional Trail would connect those facilities to places like Brooksville, 
Dunedin, and Sarasota, further enforcing our regional collaboration. Florida has made tremendous 
strides in building a network of trails that provide safe alternative transportation options, and 
promote recreational opportunities. This project would advance this important effort. 
 
As a business organization, we advocate for all forms of transportation, each with their own economic 
development and quality of life impacts. The Southwest Coastal Regional Trail will benefit small 
businesses near trailheads, become attractions for our residents, and appeal to businesses looking at 
communities that value quality of life features. We support Tampa Bay and the Southwest Coastal 
Regional Trail as the Florida Greenways and Trails Council next funding priority.  
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Bob Rohrlack, CCE     
President and CEO 







Dear Florida Greenways and Trails Council member, 
  
As one of the 500 plus members of the Sarasota Manatee 
Bicycle I want to express my enthusiastic support for 
making the Southwest Coastal Regional Trail as the next 
priority multi-use trail to be funded under the Florida 
Shared-Use Non-Motorized (SUN) Trail Network.  
  
The Legacy Trail in Sarasota County sees over 120,000 
users a year and is an asset to all who use it whether 
for biking, walking or rollerblading.  The proposed 
extension of the Legacy Trail (part of SCAT) will 
provide for safe bike to school routes for 45 schools 
within a two mile radius of the trail and be a safe 
route for adults to commute to downtown Sarasota both 
for work and pleasure. 
  
This is an exciting time to be a Floridian and 
especially one who enjoys multi-use trails and who sees 
the expansion of these trails to be on the immediate 
horizon.  Once again, please choose SCAT as THE 
priority for SUN Trail funding. 
  
Sincerely, 
 
Jack Feldstein 

 



Dear Florida Greenways and Trails Council member,  

As one of the 500-plus members of the Sarasota Manatee Bicycle Club, I 
want to express my enthusiastic support for making the Southwest Coastal 
Regional Trail as the next priority multi-use trail to be funded under the Florida 
Shared-Use Non-Motorized (SUN) Trail Network.  

The Legacy Trail in Sarasota County sees over 120,000 users a year and is 
an asset to all who use it whether for biking, walking or rollerblading.  The 
proposed extension of the Legacy Trail (part of SCAT) will provide for safe 
bike to school routes for 45 schools within a two mile radius of the trail and be 
a safe route for adults to commute to downtown Sarasota both for work and 
pleasure. 

Since moving to Sarasota last year I have been impressed with the number of 
students who bike to school.  The option of safely biking to school on a trail is 
a wonderful thing for their health.   

Almost daily I read in the paper about a vehicle vs. bicycle accident on our 
busy roads.  The Trail is the one safe place to ride here.  Connecting it from 
Venice to downtown Sarasota would be a huge asset and promote safe 
biking.   

Please choose SCAT as THE priority for SUN Trail funding. 

  

Sincerely, Jeanne Alexander 

 



Dear Florida Greenways and Trails Council member, 

  

As one of the 500 plus members of the Sarasota Manatee 
Bicycle I want to express my enthusiastic support for 
making the Southwest Coastal Regional Trail as the next 
priority multi-use trail to be funded under the Florida 
Shared-Use Non-Motorized (SUN) Trail Network.  

  

The Legacy Trail in Sarasota County sees over 120,000 
users a year and is an asset to all who use it whether 
for biking, walking or rollerblading.  The proposed 
extension of the Legacy Trail (part of SCAT) will 
provide for safe bike to school routes for 45 schools 
within a two mile radius of the trail and be a safe 
route for adults to commute to downtown Sarasota both 
for work and pleasure. 

  

This is an exciting time to be a Floridian and 
especially one who enjoys multi-use trails and who sees 
the expansion of these trails to be on the immediate 
horizon.  Once again, please choose SCAT as THE 
priority for SUN Trail funding. 

I purchased my house in 2014 based on its location to 
the Legacy Trail, please allow this trail to be 
available to more citizens. 

  

Sincerely, 

Jeanette Coffman 

 



Dear Florida Greenways and Trails Council member, 

As one of the 500 plus members of the Sarasota Manatee Bicycle I want to express my 
enthusiastic support for making the Southwest Coastal Regional Trail as the next priority multi-
use trail to be funded under the Florida Shared-Use Non-Motorized (SUN) Trail Network.  

The Legacy Trail in Sarasota County sees over 120,000 users a year, including myself and my 
neighbors, and is an asset to all who use it whether for biking, walking or rollerblading.  The 
proposed extension of the Legacy Trail (part of SCAT) will provide for safe bike to school routes 
for 45 schools within a two mile radius of the trail and be a safe route for adults to commute to 
downtown Sarasota both for work and pleasure. 

My family and I have relocated to Florida in large part for the quality of life afforded by our new 
home state.   Large and integrated trail networks are a tremendous economic and cultural 
generator as evidenced by the experiences of the region where I relocated from.  The opportunity 
to add to the attractiveness and livability of our region by filling the gaps to our valuable but 
fragmented trail system, such as the Legacy Trail, should be a priority. 

This is an exciting time to be a Floridian and especially one who enjoys multi-use trails and who 
sees the expansion of these trails to be on the immediate horizon.  Once again, please choose 
SCAT as THE priority for SUN Trail funding. 

Sincerely, 
Jerry Swink 

 



Dear Florida Greenways and Trails Council member, 
 
I am a member of the Sarasota Manatee Bicycle.  I want to express my support for making the 
Southwest Coastal Regional Trail as the next priority multi-use trail to be funded under the 
Florida Shared-Use Non-Motorized (SUN) Trail Network.  
 
 
I bike on the Legacy Trail and want to bike on an extended Legacy Trail in Sarasota.  The 
Legacy Trail has over 120,000 users a year and is an asset to all who use it whether for biking, 
walking or rollerblading.  The proposed extension of the Legacy Trail will provide for safe bike 
to school routes for 45 schools within a two mile radius of the trail and be a safe route for adults 
to commute to downtown Sarasota both for work and pleasure. 
 
 
I am pleased to be a Floridian and especially one who enjoys multi-use trails.  I see the 
expansion of these trails to be very dearing to me.  Please choose the Southwest Coastal 
Regional Trai as the priority for SUN Trail funding.  Thank you. 

Sincerely, 

Jim Hoseth 
jahoseth@gmail.com 
Sarasota, FL  34238 
 
 

mailto:jahoseth@gmail.com




 

March 21, 2016 
 
Florida Greenways and Trails Council 
Office of Greenways and Trails 
Florida Department of Environmental Protection 
3800 Commonwealth Boulevard, MS 795 
Tallahassee, Florida 32399-3000 
 
To Whom It May Concern, 
 
Lee Memorial Health System, made up of four acute-care hospitals and two specialty hospitals, as well as 
outpatient centers, walk-in medical centers, primary care physician offices, and the only Level II trauma 
center between Tampa and Miami, supports the “Southwest Coastal Regional Trail” system and urges the 
Florida Greenways and Trails Council to select our region for the next segment of this important statewide 
trail system.   
 
Southwest Florida has some of the highest injury and fatality rates in the state and routinely ranks in the top 
10 for bike/pedestrian injuries and deaths in the nation. Lee Memorial Health System is acutely aware of 
these dangerous conditions as we act in an advisory capacity to the Community Traffic Safety Team (CTST), 
Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO), and Bike/Pedestrian Coordinating Committee, encouraging 
health and safety for pedestrians and bicyclists in the region. It is with this clear vision of the issue that Lee 
Memorial Health System strongly supports the “Southwest Coastal Regional Trail” project and recommends 
that the Florida Greenways and Trails Council select our region to fund the next section of the statewide 
system.  
 
The proposed “Southwest Coastal Regional Trail” system would be a vital regional resource for improving 
both the physical and mental health of the community. Lee Memorial Health System believes improving 
opportunities and accessibility to safe physical activity in natural areas (especially within an urban context) 
and is an important resource for improved mental as well as physical health. The strength of the “Southwest 
Coastal Regional Trail” system proposal lies in the partnership, experience, diversity and extensive, well-
established communications network of trail builders, managers, policy makers and users that will be 
consulted to make the project a success. Lee Memorial Health System is confident in the region’s ability to 
implement this project and to the region’s commitment to improving health and safety of its residents and 
visitors.  
 
Lee Memorial Health System is an ardent supporter of the “Southwest Coastal Regional Trail” system and 
urges the Florida Greenways and Trails Council to select our region for the next segment of this important 
statewide trail system.   
 
Sincerely, 

 
Jim Nathan 
President/CEO  
Lee Memorial Health System 







Dear Florida Greenways and Trails Council member, 

  

As one of the 500 plus members of the Sarasota Manatee 
Bicycle I want to express my enthusiastic support for 
making the Southwest Coastal Regional Trail as the next 
priority multi-use trail to be funded under the Florida 
Shared-Use Non-Motorized (SUN) Trail Network.  

  

The Legacy Trail in Sarasota County sees over 120,000 
users a year and is an asset to all who use it whether 
for biking, walking or rollerblading.  The proposed 
extension of the Legacy Trail (part of SCAT) will 
provide for safe bike to school routes for 45 schools 
within a two mile radius of the trail and be a safe 
route for adults to commute to downtown Sarasota both 
for work and pleasure. 

  

This is an exciting time to be a Floridian and 
especially one who enjoys multi-use trails and who sees 
the expansion of these trails to be on the immediate 
horizon.  Once again, please choose SCAT as THE 
priority for SUN Trail funding. 

  

Sincerely, 

Mark Williamson 

 



Dear Florida Greenways and Trails Council member, 

  

As one of the 500 plus members of the Sarasota Manatee 
Bicycle I want to express my enthusiastic support for 
making the Southwest Coastal Regional Trail as the next 
priority multi-use trail to be funded under the Florida 
Shared-Use Non-Motorized (SUN) Trail Network.  

  

The Legacy Trail in Sarasota County sees over 120,000 
users a year and is an asset to all who use it whether 
for biking, walking or rollerblading.  The proposed 
extension of the Legacy Trail (part of SCAT) will 
provide for safe bike to school routes for 45 schools 
within a two mile radius of the trail and be a safe 
route for adults to commute to downtown Sarasota both 
for work and pleasure. 

I have friends from around the country who visit SW 
Florida because I am here.  They fall in love with The 
Legacy Trail.  One, from Michigan's Upper Peninsula, 
spent one week in Nokomis and ended up buying a house 
within riding distance of the Legacy.  This is her 
retirement dream.   

This is an exciting time to be a Floridian and 
especially one who enjoys multi-use trails and who sees 
the expansion of these trails to be on the immediate 
horizon.  Once again, please choose SCAT as THE 
priority for SUN Trail funding. 

Sincerely,  

Marsha Lee Wikle 
 
Bradenton 
 





Dear Florida Greenways and Trails Council member, 

  

As one of the 500 plus members of the Sarasota Manatee Bicycle I want to express my 
enthusiastic support for making the Southwest Coastal Regional Trail as the next priority 
multi-use trail to be funded under the Florida Shared-Use Non-Motorized (SUN) Trail 
Network.  

  

The Legacy Trail in Sarasota County sees over 120,000 users a year and is an asset to all 
who use it whether for biking, walking or rollerblading.  The proposed extension of the 
Legacy Trail (part of SCAT) will provide for safe bike to school routes for 45 schools 
within a two mile radius of the trail and be a safe route for adults to commute to downtown 
Sarasota both for work and pleasure. 

  

This is an exciting time to be a Floridian and especially one who enjoys multi-use trails and 
who sees the expansion of these trails to be on the immediate horizon.  Once again, please 
choose SCAT as THE priority for SUN Trail funding. 

Sent from my iPad – Mr. Norris Elswick  
 





I am member of the Sarasota Manatee Bicycle and am offering my enthusiastic 
support for the Southwest Coastal Regional Trail.   
This should be a high priority for funding by the Florida Shared-Use Non-
Motorized (SUN) Trail Network. 
 
 
Peter Cottrell 
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Dear Florida Greenways and Trails Council member, 

As one of the 500 plus members of the Sarasota Manatee 
Bicycle Club I want to express my enthusiastic support 
for making the Southwest Coastal Regional Trail as the 
next priority multi-use trail to be funded under the 
Florida Shared-Use Non-Motorized (SUN) Trail Network 

I have been regularly riding the Legacy Trail in 
Sarasota County since 2010 when I became an avid biker 
in Sarasota. In addition, as an active member of the 
Sarasota County Bicycle/Pedestrain/Trails Advisory 
Committee I know that the Legacy Trail sees over 
120,000 users a year and is an asset to all who use it 
whether for biking, walking or rollerblading. I fully 
support the proposed extension of the Legacy Trail 
(part of SCAT) as it will provide safe biking to school 
routes for 45 schools within a two-mile radius of the 
trail and will be a safe route for adults to commute to 
downtown Sarasota for both work and pleasure. 

As one who enjoys multi-use trails and who sees the 
expansion of these trails to be on the immediate 
horizon I am very excited for our community and the 
positive lifestyle gains this expansion will 
provide.  Please choose SCAT as THE priority for SUN 
Trail funding. 

Sincerely, 

Richard Stammer 

2737 Harvest Drive 

Sarasota, Florida 34240 

941-371-2004 
 

















 

 

March 25, 2016 
 
Florida Greenways and Trails Council 
Office of Greenways and Trails 
Florida Department of Environmental Protection 
3800 Commonwealth Boulevard, MS 795 
Tallahassee, FL 32399-3000 
 
Dear Council Members, 
 
The Tampa Downtown Partnership strongly supports the Southwest Coastal Regional 
Trail and urges the Florida Greenways and Trails Council to select our greater region as 
the next priority portion for multi-use trail funding. 
 
The Southwest Coastal Regional Trail will provide tourists and state residents a safe, 
alternative transportation network that serves as a resource for leisure and exercise, 
while also providing for commuters and consumer destinations.  Our state desperately 
needs more of these kinds of transportation projects. 
 
Although the trail won’t specifically travel to Tampa’s downtown, we will work diligently 
to ensure our local trails provide safe and convenient connections to the larger, 
statewide network. It will be amazing to be part of a network that will be the nation’s 
largest system of locally connected trails.  
 
Our organization welcomes the opportunity to work alongside all the governmental and 
advocacy partners in this regional effort to invest in Florida’s eco-tourism, economic 
development, bicycle and pedestrian safety, and sustainability.  
 
Sincerely,   
 

 
Karen Kress, AICP, LCI 
Director of Transportation and Planning 



Dear Ms. Small, 

  

As one of the 500 plus members of the Sarasota Manatee Bicycle 
I want to express my enthusiastic support for making the 
Southwest Coastal Regional Trail as the next priority multi-use 
trail to be funded under the Florida Shared-Use Non-Motorized 
(SUN) Trail Network.  

  

The Legacy Trail in Sarasota County sees over 120,000 users a 
year and I ride it often.  I not only see bikes on the trail but 
often see many people walking or rollerblading.  The proposed 
extension of the Legacy Trail (part of SCAT) will provide for safe 
bike to school routes for 45 schools within a two mile radius of the 
trail and be a safe route for adults to commute to downtown 
Sarasota both for work and pleasure. It will nicely link the 
communities of Venice and Nokomis with downtown Sarasota and 
give people a safe way to interconnect. 

  

I truly enjoy this multi-use trail and I really hope the expansion of 
these trails will be a high priority for funding.  Once again, please 
choose SCAT as THE priority for SUN Trail funding. 

  

Sincerely, 

Tom Roberts 
Navywings647@gmail.com 
612-281-3265 
 

mailto:Navywings647@gmail.com


 

 

 

March 16, 2016 

 

Brian Smith, Chairman 

Florida Greenways and Trails Council 

Office of Greenways and Trails 

Florida Department of Environmental Protection 

3800 Commonwealth Boulevard, MS 795 

Tallahassee, FL 32399-3000 

 

Dear Mr. Smith, 

 

The Trust for Public Land strongly supports the Southwest Coastal Regional Trail 

and urge the Florida Greenways and Trails Council to select the greater region as the 

next priority portion for multi-use trail funding. 

 

The Southwest Coastal Regional Trail will provide tourists and state residents a safe, 

alternative transportation network that serves as a resource for leisure and exercise, 

while also providing for commuters and consumer destinations.   

 

The Southwest Coastal Regional Trail would stretch from Naples, Florida to the 

Pinellas Trail in St. Petersburg where it will join with the Coast-to-Coast Connector 

(C2C). The C2C currently extends from the Pinellas Trail north through Pasco and 

Hernando County, eventually reaching the east coast of Florida. Once all segments 

are completed, it will be part of a network that will be the nation’s largest system of 

locally connected trails.  

 

I welcome the opportunity to work alongside all the governmental and advocacy 

partners in this regional effort to invest in Florida’s eco-tourism, economic 

development, bicycle and pedestrian safety, and sustainability.  Thank you for your 

consideration. 

 

Sincerely,   

 
Doug Hattaway, AICP 

 

xc: Samantha Browne, OGT Chief (Samantha.Browne@dep.state.fl.us) 

 
 

 
 
306 N. Monroe Street 
Tallahassee, FL 
32301 
t: 850.222.7911 
f: 850.222.8909 
 
tpl.org 

mailto:Samantha.Browne@dep.state.fl.us






 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
March 17, 2016 
 
Florida Greenways and Trails Council 
Office of Greenways and Trails 
Florida Department of Environmental Protection 
3800 Commonwealth Boulevard, MS 795 
Tallahassee, FL 32399-3000 
 
Dear Council Members, 
 
Visit Sarasota County, the tourism marketing corporation for the area, strongly supports the Southwest Coastal Regional Trail and 
urges the Florida Greenways and Trails Council to select our greater region as the next priority portion for multi-use trail funding. 
 
The Southwest Coastal Regional Trail will provide tourists and state residents a safe, alternative transportation network that serves 
as a resource for leisure and exercise, while also providing for commuters and consumer destinations.   
 
The Southwest Coastal Regional Trail would stretch from Naples, Florida to the Pinellas Trail in St. Petersburg where it will join with 
the Coast-to-Coast Connector (C2C). The C2C currently extends from the Pinellas Trail north through Pasco and Hernando County, 
eventually reaching the east coast of Florida. Once all segments are completed, it will be part of a network that will be the nation’s 
largest system of locally connected trails. 
 
The destination marketing organizations of Pinellas, Manatee, Sarasota, Charlotte, Lee and Collier Counties already work together on 
numerous marketing initiatives together.  We know that our visitors value cycling opportunities and this would be a fantastic asset 
for our region’s tourism market. 
 
Sincerely,   

 
Virginia J. Haley, CDME 
President 





March 25, 2016 

Florida Greenways and Trails Council 
Office of Greenways and Trails 
Florida Department of Environmental Protection 
3800 Commonwealth Boulevard, MS 795 
Tallahassee, FL 32399-3000 
 
Dear Council Members, 
 
The Walk Bike Tampa, a membership-based citizen education and advocacy non-
profit, strongly supports the Southwest Coastal Regional Trail and urges the 
Florida Greenways and Trails Council to select our greater region as the next 
priority portion for multi-use trail funding. 
 
The Southwest Coastal Regional Trail will provide tourists and state residents a 
safe, alternative transportation network that serves as a resource for leisure and 
exercise, while also providing for commuters and consumer destinations.   
 
The Southwest Coastal Regional Trail would stretch from Naples, Florida to the 
Pinellas Trail in St. Petersburg where it will join with the Coast-to-Coast Connector 
(C2C). The C2C currently extends from the Pinellas Trail north through Pasco and 
Hernando County, eventually reaching the east coast of Florida. Once all 
segments are completed, it will be part of a network that will be the nation’s 
largest system of locally connected trails.  
 
Our organization welcomes the opportunity to work alongside all the 
governmental and advocacy partners in this regional effort to invest in Florida’s 
eco-tourism, economic development, bicycle and pedestrian safety, and 
sustainability.  
 
Sincerely,   
 

 
Elizabeth Corwin 
Walk Bike Tampa Board Member 



Dear Florida Greenways and Trails Council member, 

  

As one of the 500 plus members of the Sarasota Manatee Bicycle I want to express my 
enthusiastic support for making the Southwest Coastal Regional Trail as the next priority 
multi-use trail to be funded under the Florida Shared-Use Non-Motorized (SUN) Trail 
Network.  

  

The Legacy Trail in Sarasota County sees over 120,000 users a year and is an asset to all 
who use it whether for biking, walking or rollerblading.  The proposed extension of the 
Legacy Trail (part of SCAT) will provide for safe bike to school routes for 45 schools 
within a two mile radius of the trail and be a safe route for adults to commute to downtown 
Sarasota both for work and pleasure. 

  

This is an exciting time to be a Floridian and especially one who enjoys multi-use trails and 
who sees the expansion of these trails to be on the immediate horizon.  Once again, please 
choose SCAT as THE priority for SUN Trail funding. 

  

Sincerely, 

Walter L Gaer 

 



FOR YOUTH DEVELOPMENT'"
FOR HEALTHY LIVING
FOR SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITY

October 25,2013

Friends Of The Legacy Trail
Mr. Michael Gippert, President

Dear Mike,

Please use this letter as support of your efforts to extend the Legacy Trail to Payne Park
in Sarasota. The trail in south county has proved to enhance the wellness opportunities for so
many in our community. The setting is absolutely wonderful and the way your group was
creative in designing the trail through so many different habitats is amazing. The trail is used by
so many of our residents and visitors not only for exercise but also socialization.

From the YMCA perspective it has been a great resource for many of our fitness related
special events. The YMCA and Friends Of The Legacy Trail has developed a strong relationship
through collaborating in organizing these events. As you know we have held numerous 5K and
8K Runs on the trail and our annual triathlon is in this area as well. We always receive so many
positive comments from our participants relating to the race courses.

Mike, thank you for leading the effort on this initiative that will be so beneficial to our
community and bring another outstanding outdoor recreation resource to Sarasota County.

Sincerely,Q~
Pat Ryan
Chief Operating Officer
South County Family YMCA

South County Family YMCA
www.southcountyfamilyymca.org

MICHAEL & GEORGIA MILLER VENICE BRANCH
701 Center Rd., Venice, FL 34285

P 941 492 9622 F 941 493 9659

WARRENLORANGERENG~OODBRANCH
701 Medical Blvd., Englewood, FL 34223

P941 4751234 F941 4742866
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