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Division of Aquaculture  

Aquaculture Parcel Resource Assessment 

Gulf County 

10/06/2020 

Introduction 

Connor Clark has proposed a 3-acre parcel, to be utilized for water column oyster 

aquaculture in Indian Lagoon, Gulf County, Florida.  The location is not in an aquatic 

preserve.  Division staff initially assessed a 5-acre parcel and amended the coordinates 

out in the field.   

Site Location 

The site is in Indian Lagoon, Conditionally Approved Winter Zone B Shellfish 

Harvesting Area #1542 (Figure 1).  There is an active lease site (Gul-1526) directly West 

of the proposed parcel, where a 25-foot easement was established between the 2 parcels.  

There are also 2 recently approved parcels on the Southern shoreline of shellfish 

harvesting area #1542 (Gul-200 and Gul-201).  

Figure 1.  Location of the proposed Clark site in Indian Lagoon, with reference to the 

existing Gul-1526 parcel. 
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Site Assessment 

The original proposed site encompassed approximately 5 acres and is near the northern 

shoreline of Indian Peninsula. Visibility from the surface was one foot.  The substrate 

consisted of soft mud throughout the parcel. The assessment was conducted on October 

5, 2020 by boat utilizing poling. Four transects were conducted around the perimeter and 

two center transects from corner to corner (Figure 2).  Depths during the assessment 

ranged from one to four feet throughout the parcel.  There is an active water column lease 

(Gul-1526) to the west. The northern shoreline is approximately 700 feet. There is also a 

navigational channel to the south approximately 209 feet away. A small oyster reef was 

found within the original parcel coordinates. The applicant wants to proceed with the 

same location and minimize the parcel to 3 acres in order to avoid the oyster reef. The 

amended 3-acre parcel will then be 74 feet away from identified oyster habitat (Figure 3). 

The proposed parcel is within Gulf Sturgeon critical habitat and the applicant will be 

using longline gear.    

Amended 3-acre Site GPS Coordinates and Depths: 

NW Corner: 29.68942 / -85.231383  3 feet 

NE Corner: 29.689368 / -85.230550         3.5 feet 

SW Corner: 29.688049 / -85.230490         2.5 feet 

SE Corner: 29.688027 / -85.231383  4 feet 

Recommendations: 

After review of the pertinent information, Division staff recommends approval of the 

amended 3-acre parcel.   

Comments: 

The Division seeks to preclude impacts to seagrass beds and other sensitive habitats.  

Division staff could make an accurate assessment of the proposed lease area as well as 

adjacent areas.  A 50-foot buffer around the parcel was assessed with no critical habitats 

found. This area does not have a lot of boat traffic or commercial and recreational fishing 

and is approximately 500 feet north of the newly approved leases to the south, leaving 

ample area for navigation between the lease areas.  The parcel was amended to avoid 

impacts to the oyster reefs found during the assessment.   
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Figure 2.  Site Assessment 
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Figure 3. Critical habitat map. 

Proposed Clark Lease – 3 Acres 
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Oyster Lease Application Additional Pages 

Name: William Connor Clark 

County: Gulf 

Water Body: Indian Lagoon 

Date: 9/1/2020 

Information for Years 1-10  

Year 1: 70,000 seed oysters will be planted per acre of the lease. Seed oysters will be 

distributed between floating bags. For this three acre lease, at least 210,000 seed oysters 

will be planted yearly. Quantity of oysters harvested will depend on amount of oysters 

reaching a proper cup shape with at least a 3 inch length. A 10-30% failure rate, 

representing 7,000-21,000 dead oysters per year (per acre), is to be expected with this 

type of off-bottom oyster farming. Oyster equipment will be cleaned weekly and oysters 

will be tumbled monthly until a 3 inch (market ready) oyster is raised.  

Year 2: 70,000 seed oysters will be planted per acre of the lease. Seed oysters will be 

distributed between floating bags. For this three acre lease, at least 210,000 seed oysters 

will be planted yearly. Quantity of oysters harvested will depend on amount of oysters 

reaching a proper cup shape with at least a 3 inch length. A 10-30% failure rate, 

representing 7,000-21,000 dead oysters per year (per acre), is to be expected with this 

type of off-bottom oyster farming. Oyster equipment will be cleaned weekly and oysters 

will be tumbled monthly until a 3 inch (market ready) oyster is raised.  

Year 3: 70,000 seed oysters will be planted per acre of the lease. Seed oysters will be 

distributed between floating bags. For this three acre lease, at least 210,000 seed oysters 

will be planted yearly. Quantity of oysters harvested will depend on amount of oysters 

reaching a proper cup shape with at least a 3 inch length. A 10-30% failure rate, 

representing 7,000-21,000 dead oysters per year (per acre), is to be expected with this 

type of off-bottom oyster farming. Oyster equipment will be cleaned weekly and oysters 

will be tumbled monthly until a 3 inch (market ready) oyster is raised. 

Year 4: 70,000 seed oysters will be planted per acre of the lease. Seed oysters will be 

distributed between floating bags. For this three acre lease, at least 210,000 seed oysters 

will be planted yearly. Quantity of oysters harvested will depend on amount of oysters 

reaching a proper cup shape with at least a 3 inch length. A 10-30% failure rate, 

representing 7,000-21,000 dead oysters per year (per acre), is to be expected with this 

type of off-bottom oyster farming. Oyster equipment will be cleaned weekly and oysters 

will be tumbled monthly until a 3 inch (market ready) oyster is raised. 

Year 5: 70,000 seed oysters will be planted per acre of the lease. Seed oysters will be 

distributed between floating bags. For this three acre lease, at least 210,000 seed oysters 

will be planted yearly. Quantity of oysters harvested will depend on amount of oysters 

reaching a proper cup shape with at least a 3 inch length. A 10-30% failure rate, 

representing 7,000-21,000 dead oysters per year (per acre), is to be expected with this 

type of off-bottom oyster farming. Oyster equipment will be cleaned weekly and oysters 

will be tumbled monthly until a 3 inch (market ready) oyster is raised. 

Year 6: 70,000 seed oysters will be planted per acre of the lease. Seed oysters will be 

distributed between floating bags. For this three acre lease, at least 210,000 seed oysters 

will be planted yearly. Quantity of oysters harvested will depend on amount of oysters 

reaching a proper cup shape with at least a 3 inch length. A 10-30% failure rate, 

representing 7,000-21,000 dead oysters per year (per acre), is to be expected with this 
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type of off-bottom oyster farming. Oyster equipment will be cleaned weekly and oysters 

will be tumbled monthly until a 3 inch (market ready) oyster is raised. 

Year 7: 70,000 seed oysters will be planted per acre of the lease. Seed oysters will be 

distributed between floating bags. For this three acre lease, at least 210,000 seed oysters 

will be planted yearly. Quantity of oysters harvested will depend on amount of oysters 

reaching a proper cup shape with at least a 3 inch length. A 10-30% failure rate, 

representing 7,000-21,000 dead oysters per year (per acre), is to be expected with this 

type of off-bottom oyster farming. Oyster equipment will be cleaned weekly and oysters 

will be tumbled monthly until a 3 inch (market ready) oyster is raised. 

Year 8: 70,000 seed oysters will be planted per acre of the lease. Seed oysters will be 

distributed between floating bags. For this three acre lease, at least 210,000 seed oysters 

will be planted yearly. Quantity of oysters harvested will depend on amount of oysters 

reaching a proper cup shape with at least a 3 inch length. A 10-30% failure rate, 

representing 7,000-21,000 dead oysters per year (per acre), is to be expected with this 

type of off-bottom oyster farming. Oyster equipment will be cleaned weekly and oysters 

will be tumbled monthly until a 3 inch (market ready) oyster is raised. 

Year 9: 70,000 seed oysters will be planted per acre of the lease. Seed oysters will be 

distributed between floating bags. For this three acre lease, at least 210,000 seed oysters 

will be planted yearly. Quantity of oysters harvested will depend on amount of oysters 

reaching a proper cup shape with at least a 3 inch length. A 10-30% failure rate, 

representing 7,000-21,000 dead oysters per year (per acre), is to be expected with this 

type of off-bottom oyster farming. Oyster equipment will be cleaned weekly and oysters 

will be tumbled monthly until a 3 inch (market ready) oyster is raised. 

Year 10: 70,000 seed oysters will be planted per acre of the lease. Seed oysters will be 

distributed between floating bags. For this three acre lease, at least 210,000 seed oysters 

will be planted yearly. Quantity of oysters harvested will depend on amount of oysters 

reaching a proper cup shape with at least a 3 inch length. A 10-30% failure rate, 

representing 7,000-21,000 dead oysters per year (per acre), is to be expected with this 

type of off-bottom oyster farming. Oyster equipment will be cleaned weekly and oysters 

will be tumbled monthly until a 3 inch (market ready) oyster is raised. 

Equipment and Gear Liability of Leaseholder Statement: 

All gear will be equipped with a metal-clipped tag with the name of the leaseholder. All 

gear will be properly gathered and disposed of by boat from the lease when necessary. 
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