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07_Appraisal_Approval_w_Review_2Appraisers 
Revised: 1/10/2024 

MEMORANDUM 
 
TO: Casey Jones, GOC III, Bureau of Real Estate Services 
FROM: Clay Courson, Senior Appraiser, Bureau of Appraisal 
APPROVED BY: Jay Scott, Chief, Bureau of Appraisal 
SUBJECT: Appraisal Approval Memorandum 
DATE: January 30, 2025 
 
Project: Etoniah/Cross Florida Greenway - Suttlemyre  
BA File No.: 24-8716 
County: Putnam 
 
Fee Appraisers: (1) Tod Marr, MAI Date of Value: July 23, 2024 
 (2) Daryl Williams, MAI Date of Value: July 23, 2024 

 
Review Appraiser: Rhonda A. Carroll, MAI Date of Review: January 29, 2025 

 

Owner Land Size 
(Acres) 

Appraised 
Values Maximum Value Divergence 

Suttlemyre Limited 
Partnership, LLLP  1,540.8 

(1) $5,700,000 
$6,165,000 8% 

(2) $6,165,000 
 
COMMENTS ON DIVERGENCE: 
The divergence in value falls within the acceptable range as indicated in 18-1.006, Florida Administrative Code. 

SUMMARY OF COMMENTS: 
An administrative review of the appraisals and the attached appraisal review memorandum performed for the 
above referenced property has been conducted. 

The contract review appraiser conducted a “technical review” which is a detailed review of the appraisals of the 
above referenced property.  In the technical review, the review appraiser provides a certification indicating that 
the appraisal reports and the appraisal review were performed in accordance with the Uniform Standards of 
Professional Appraisal Practice as well as with the current edition of the Supplemental Appraisal Standards for 
the Board of Trustees. 

The review appraiser’s memorandum and comments as to the content and appropriateness of the methods, 
techniques and data are accepted.  The review appraiser states that the appraisal reports comply with the required 
standards and are approved as reviewed. 

Staff Appraiser Chief Appraiser 

Jay Scott
Digitally signed by Jay 
Scott
Date: 2025.01.30 
11:22:05 -05'00'

Clay Courson
Digitally signed by Clay 
Courson
Date: 2025.01.30 
11:23:49 -05'00'
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DATE:   January 29, 2025 

 

TO: Clay Courson, Senior Appraiser 

 Bureau of Appraisal 

  

FROM:  Rhonda A. Carroll, MAI, AI-GRS 

Fee Review Appraiser 

Carroll Appraisal Company, Inc. 

 

SUBJECT:  Suttlemyre Limited Partnership  

   B/A File #24-8716 

   Putnam County, Florida 

 

As requested, I have made a technical review of the appraisal reports for the parcel referenced 

above.   The appraisals were prepared by Tod Marr, MAI, CCIM and Daryl Williams, MAI.  Mr. 

Marr’s appraisal is dated January 27, 2025, and reflects a date of value of July 23, 2024.  Mr. 

Williams’ report is dated January 29, 2025, and also reflects a date of value of July 23, 2024. 

 

GENERAL INFORMATION AND SCOPE OF REVIEW 

 

The fee simple interest was appraised, subject to existing easements of record.  The purpose of 

the appraisals was to provide an opinion of the current market value of the property. The scope of 

this review included inspecting the subject property and all comparable sales which were relied 

upon in forming the opinions of value of the property. The appraisal reports were reviewed to 

determine their completeness, accuracy, adequacy, relevance, and reasonableness. Where 

necessary, revisions were requested for clarification/corrections in the appraisals, and this review 

report reflects my opinions after corrections have been received. In conducting my review analysis, 

I reviewed sales records to ascertain if there were any additional sales which the appraisers should 

have considered in their reports, and I did not locate any sales which I felt were more relevant.  I 

possess geographic competence as I have been appraising real estate in this area for over 35 years. 

By way of signing this review memorandum, I am concurring with the analyses and conclusions 

in the appraisals. The appraisals were reviewed to determine their compliance with Supplemental 

Appraisal Standards for Board of Trustees, revised March 2016 and the Uniform Standards of 

Professional Appraisal Practice, effective January 1, 2024. 
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MEMORANDUM 

Clay Courson 

January 29, 2025 

Page Two (2) 

 

After revisions, both appraisals comply with minimum appraisal standards as stated in both 

publications. By way of signing this review memorandum, the appraisals are complete and I have 

formed the opinion that the appraisals are well supported. The divergence of the final value 

between the appraisers’ conclusions is 8.16%; this is within acceptable parameters. 

 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE PROPERTY 
 

The subject property contains a total of 1,540.8 acres.  It is located on CR 315, east of Hewitt 

Lake Road in southwest Putnam County Florida. Rodman Reservoir is south of the subject and 

the town of Interlachen and Highway 20 are roughly 4 miles north. Palatka (County Seat) is 

roughly 16 miles to the northeast. The subject is planted in pine trees and used for silviculture.  

 

The following table summarizes the value conclusions reached by the appraisers: 
 

Appraiser Size Unit value Final Concluded Value 

Marr 1,540.8 acres $3,700/Acre $5,700,000 (rounded) 

Williams 1,540.8 acres $4,000/Acre $6,165,000 (rounded) 
 

 

OWNER OF RECORD 

 

Suttlemyre Limited Partnership, LLLP 

1961 Woodlake Drive  

Orange Park, Florida 32003 

 

PRIOR SALES PAST FIVE YEARS/CURRENT LISTING HISTORY 

 

There have been no recorded sales of the subject property within the last five years.  

 

To the best of my knowledge, the property is not under contract or option. The property is not 

actively listed for sale. 

 

CLIENT 

 

The client of the appraisals and of the review is The Bureau of Appraisal of the Department of  

Environmental Protection.   
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MEMORANDUM 

Clay Courson 

January 29, 2025 

Page Three (3) 

 

INTENDED USE/INTENDED USERS 

 

The intended use of these appraisals is to assist the State of Florida with purchase decisions, and 

an offering price on the property. The intended users of this appraisal are the Bureau of Appraisal 

of the Florida Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) and the Board of Trustees of the 

Internal Improvement Trust Fund of the State of Florida (TIITF).  There are no other authorized 

users of the report. The intended use of the review is to evaluate compliance with the applicable 

standards and the client’s instructions, and whether the appraisals under review are appropriate for 

their intended use.  

 

PURPOSE OF THE REVIEW 

 

The purpose of the review is to form an opinion as to the completeness and appropriateness of the 

methodology and techniques utilized to form an opinion as to the value of the subject property and 

to assure that the appraisals conform to the Uniform Standards of Professional Appraisal Practice 

(USPAP) and the Supplemental Appraisal Standards for the Board of Trustees (SASBOT). 

 

NEIGHBORHOOD DESCRIPTION 

 

The subject’s general neighborhood is a large rural area in southwest Putnam County, Florida.  

Neighborhood boundaries could be roughly defined as the town of Florahame to the north, Palatka 

and Highway 17 to the east, Rodman Reservoir and the Ocala National Forest to the south and 

Hawthorne/Highway 301 to the west. The subject is located along CR 315, east of Hewitt Lake 

Road in the south-central portion of the neighborhood. The neighborhood is about 20% developed 

and is in the slow growth stages of the neighborhood life cycle. Most of the commercial and single-

family homes are located in Palatka, which is the eastern boundary, as well as within the smaller 

towns in the area. The vast majority of development consists of rural residential on acreage tracts, 

tree farms, cattle ranches, and row crops. There are also some mining pits in the area. This area is 

referred to as Etoniah/Cross Florida Greenway and the government has been purchasing properties 

over the years for preservation. The state of Florida and the water management district also has 

significant holdings in the 

area. 

 

Roads in the area include Highway 20, Highway 301, CR 340, SR 19, CR 315, CR 100 and CR 

21. These roads provide adequate access to the area. Palatka, the county seat, is on the eastern side 

of the neighborhood and within a fairly short driving distance from the subject. Palatka is similar 

to the typical small Florida town with both old and new commercial and residential properties. 

Most of these properties are in good condition. The County Courthouse and other governmental 

buildings are located in Palatka. 

 

In summary, the subject neighborhood is located in Putnam County and is rural with mostly rural 

residential and agriculture/silviculture properties. The smaller towns and communities in the area 

are typically kept up and in good condition and consist of older commercial properties and 

residential homes on single family lots. These areas of Florida typically have slow, but consistent 

population increases over the years and this trend is expected to continue.  
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Both appraisers have provided a good description of the neighborhood in their appraisals, with 

detailed analysis of property types in the area. No economic change is expected in the area which 

would alter the highest and best use. The general character of the neighborhood should remain 

stable for several years to come. 

 

SITE DESCRIPTION 

 

The subject is rectangular and based on the maps supplied, it contains 1,540.80 gross acres with 

1,152.5 acres of uplands (75%) and 388.3 acres of wetlands (25%). The subject is a noncontiguous 

property with a total of three separate tracts. The largest of the tracts is located on the north side 

of CR 315, east side of Hewitt Lake Road and west side of Cousintown Road. This portion of the 

subject will be referred to as the Main Parcel. Based on the GIS maps this portion of the subject 

contains 1,225.25 acres. The other two tracts are located just east of Cousintown Road. The smaller 

of these tracts is located on the north side of CR 315 and based on the GIS maps it contains 15.55 

acres. It will be referred to as the 15.55-acre tract. Located on the south side of CR 315 is a roughly 

300-acre tract with frontage on Rodman Reservoir. This parcel will be referred to as the Rodman 

Reservoir Tract. 

 

The subject is planted in slash and sand pines with some natural volunteer areas. Based on the 

information provided ,the age of the timber is between recently planted areas, and areas that are 

up to 29 years old. 

 

Based on the GIS map the southeasterly portion of the subject has roughly 4,200’ on the Rodman 

Reservoir (aka Ocklawaha River). Based on the information supplied, the subject has roughly 

12.27 acres of uplands along this large freshwater reservoir and these upland areas would make 

several excellent homesites. 

 

Per FEMA flood insurance map numbers 12107C 0260C and 0270C, maps dated February 2, 2012, 

the subject is within flood designated areas X and A.  Access to the main parcel is via CR 315 on 

the south side, Hewitt Lake Road on the west side and Cousintown Road on the east side. Based 

on the GIS maps, the site has roughly 1,800’ on CR 315, 2,400’ on Hewitt Lake Road and 4,200’ 

on Cousintown Road. Both CR 315 and Hewitt Lake Road are two-lane public asphalt roads. In 

front of the subject, Cousintown Road is a two-lane public graded road. 

 

There are no municipal water or sewer services to the property and therefore, water and sewer 

would be by a well and septic system. Both electric and telephone services are in the area and 

could be brought to the property at the owner’s expense. 

 

The subject has typical agricultural improvements used for silviculture activity including some 

perimeter fencing, gates, ditches, and internal roads. 

 

The appraisers have provided good descriptions of the site in their appraisals. 
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January 29, 2025 
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ZONING/FUTURE LAND USE 

 

The subject is zoned AG, Agriculture with an Agriculture future land use classification. The 

primary purpose of the agriculture zoning (AG) district is to implement the Agriculture I and 

Agriculture II land use classifications shown on the Putnam County Future Land Use Map. 

 

Both appraisers have provided a detailed description of the uses allowed within the Zoning/Future 

Land Use category.  Please refer to each report for an in-depth discussion of what is allowed.  

The subject’s current use of recreational and agricultural is consistent with this designation.   

 

EASEMENTS, RESERVATIONS AND RESTRICTIONS 

 

There were no adverse easements, encroachments or reservations observed at the time of the 

physical inspection or review of the title commitment prepared by Owens Title Company, dated 

May 23, 2024, commitment # 24-17188. A summary of the more important exceptions on Schedule 

B-2 of the policy is included in the appraisal reports.  
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ASSESSMENT INFORMATION (2023) 

 

The following table reflects the assessment information for the subject parcel: 

   

 
 

Per DEP maps, the size of the tract is 1,540.8 acres.  The appraisers have relied upon DEP figures 

for the appraisals.   

 

The following maps and photos are from the appraisers’ reports and depict the location of the 

subject tract: 
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The photos on the following pages were taken from the Williams report: 
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HIGHEST AND BEST USE 

 

The concept of highest and best use is based upon the premise that a property should be valued 

based on the use which will produce the highest market value and the greatest financial return.  

This use must be legally permissible, physically possible, financially feasible and maximally 

productive. 

 

Both appraisers concluded that the highest and best use of the tract is silviculture, agriculture, rural 

residential and recreation. Based on my familiarity with the area and current trends, I concur with 

these conclusions.   

 

VALUATION 

 

The Sales Comparison Approach is a process through which prices paid for similar (or reasonably 

so) properties, prices asked by sellers, offers made by prospective purchasers willing to buy are 

analyzed and compared. The appraiser gathers data on sales of comparable properties and analyzes 

each sale, making logical adjustments for differing characteristics. 

 

Mr. Marr considered five in his analysis.  His sales occurred between May 2022 and January 2024.  

The sales ranged in size from approximately 433 acres to approximately 5,440 acres.  The sales 

ranged in price from $2,900 to $7,127 per acre. Mr. Marr considered adjustments for financing, 

conditions of sale, market conditions, location, access/road frontage, % uplands, topography, 

size/shape, future land use, water frontage, and improvements.  After adjustments, he concluded 

that three sales were inferior, one was mostly similar and one was much superior. He considered 

the sale that was the most similar to the subject and concluded $3,700 per acre or $5,700,000.  Mr. 

Marr’s conclusions are reasonable, and they are well supported. His sales share the same highest 

and best use as the subject. 

 

Mr. Williams considered five sales in his analysis. His sales ranged in size from approximately 

433 acres to 3,588 acres. His sales occurred between June 2021 and January 2024 and ranged in 

price per acre from $2,900 to $7,127. He considered adjustments for conditions of sale, 

financing/motivation, date of sale, location, access, utilities, topography, waterfrontage, land 

characteristics, improvements, size and zoning.  Mr. Williams concluded that two sales were  

inferior, one was similar and two were superior.  Mr. Williams primarily considered four of the 

five sales and he concluded a unit value of $4,000 per acre.  This reflected a value indication of 

$6,165,000 (rounded).  Mr. Williams’ conclusion is reasonable and is well supported. His sales 

share the same highest and best use as the subject. 
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The following table summarizes the value conclusions reached by the appraisers: 
 

Appraiser Size Unit value Final Concluded Value 

Marr 1,540.8 acres $3,700/Acre $5,700,000 (rounded) 

Williams 1,540.8 acres $4,000/Acre $6,165,000 (rounded) 

 

 

HYPOTHETICAL CONDITIONS: 

 

A hypothetical condition is a condition which is contrary to those which presently exist but are 

presumed to exist. There are no hypothetical conditions in the appraisals or in the review. If 

used, their use may have affected the appraisal results.   

 

EXTRAORDINARY ASSUMPTIONS: 

 

Extraordinary assumptions are assumptions upon which an appraisal is predicated. There are no 

extraordinary assumptions in the appraisals or in the review. If used, their use may have affected 

the appraisal results. 

 

REVIEWERS COMMENTS 

 

The appraisers have relied upon three of the same sales in their analysis. Both appraisers’ sales 

bracket the size of the subject tract. Due to the uniqueness of the tract, both appraisers were forced 

to use somewhat dated sales.  The seven total sales considered between the two appraisers are all 

reasonable.  They are all reliable, credible indicators of the value of the subject tract after 

adjustments are made.   

 
  

ATTACHMENT 3B 
PAGE 34



MEMORANDUM 

Clay Courson  

January 29, 2025 

Page Nineteen (19) 

 
The scope of the review involves developing an opinion to address the five specific qualities in 

the work under review.  These include completeness, accuracy, adequacy, relevance and 

reasonableness. 

 

• Completeness:  Both appraisal reports satisfy the requirements of the Supplemental 

Appraisal Standards for the Board of Trustees and the Uniform Standards of Professional 

Appraisal Practice. 

 

• Accuracy:  Overall, the reports meet the general requirements described in the appraisal 

instructions specific to the assignment and accurately reflect the assignment conditions.  

The math and analysis with the reports is accurate.  The reports accurately discuss the 

approaches to value used, and those not used.  The valuation methodologies used are 

appropriate and correctly applied. 

 

• Adequacy:  The work presented in each appraisal report meets the minimum requirements 

for its intended use.  Following the stated scope of work in the appraisals, and in 

compliance with the Supplemental Appraisal Standards for the Board of Trustees (March 

2016), the documentation, verification, information, data, support and analysis in each 

report is adequate and meets minimum requirements. 

 

• Relevance:  Overall, the appraisal reports contain significant data and reasonable analysis 

that is appropriate and relevant to the conclusions and opinions. The Sales Comparison 

Approach was relevant and applicable in both appraisal reports, as it mirrors the thinking 

of buyers and sellers in the marketplace.  Qualitative analysis of the subject and sales was 

used in both appraisals, in which the appraisers relied upon logical reasoning to 

differentiate the magnitude of a positive or negative adjustment in certain areas of 

adjustment.  Neither appraiser considered the Cost or Income approach to value, as they 

were not considered relevant to the valuation of vacant land. 

 

• Reasonableness:  The data, analyses, conclusions and opinions of value in both reports are 

considered reasonable and adequately supported overall. 
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Based on these conclusions, I find both appraisal reports for the subject property to be reasonably 

supported, appropriately analyzed, and adequately performed in accordance with generally 

accepted appraisal practices.  Further, I find the opinions of value to be credible and adequately 

supported given the scope of work, and the intended use of the appraisal. 

 

Therefore, it is my opinion that the appraisals adequately meet the requirements of the 

Supplemental Appraisal Standards for Board of Trustees, revised March 2016 and the Uniform 

Standards of Professional Appraisal Practice, effective January 1, 2024. 

 

THE REVIEWER APPROVES THE APPRAISAL REPORTS 
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CERTIFICATION 

 

I certify that, to the best of my knowledge and belief: 

• The statements of fact contained in this report are true and correct. 

• The reported analyses, opinions, and conclusions are limited only by the reported assumptions and limiting 

conditions and are my personal, impartial, and unbiased professional analyses, opinions, and conclusions. 

• I have no present or prospective interest in the property that is the subject of the work under review and no 

personal interest with respect to the parties involved.  

• I have no bias with respect to the property that is the subject of the work under review or to the parties 

involved with this assignment.  

• My engagement in this assignment was not contingent upon developing or reporting predetermined results.  

• My compensation is not contingent on an action or event resulting from the analyses, opinions, or 

conclusions in this review or from its use.  

• My compensation for completing this assignment is not contingent upon the development or reporting of 

predetermined assignment results or assignment results that favors the cause of the client, the attainment of 

a stipulated result, or the occurrence of a subsequent event directly related to the intended use of this 

appraisal review.  

• I have performed no services, as an appraiser or in any other capacity, regarding the subject of the work 

under review within the three-year period immediately preceding the agreement to perform this assignment. 

• My analyses, opinions, and conclusions were developed, and this report has been prepared, in conformity 

with the Uniform Standards of Professional Appraisal Practice. 

• I have not made a personal inspection of the subject of the work under review.  

• No one provided significant appraisal or appraisal review assistance to the person signing this certification. 

• The reported analyses, opinions, and conclusions were developed, and this report has been prepared in 

conformity with the Code of Professional Ethics and Standards of Professional Appraisal Practice of the 

Appraisal Institute. 

• The use of this report is subject to the requirements of the Appraisal Institute relating to review by its duly 

authorized representatives.  

• As of the date of this report, I have completed the continuing education program for Designated Members of 

the Appraisal Institute. 

 

The appraisals reviewed are in substantial compliance with the Uniform Standards of Professional 

Appraisal Practice, the Supplemental Appraisal Standards for the Board of Trustees, as well as 

Rule 18-1.006, Florida Administrative Code (FAC). 

    January 29, 2025  

Rhonda A. Carroll, MAI, AI-GRS, AI-RRS     Date 

State Certified General 

Real Estate Appraiser RZ 459 
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OFFICIAL REGISTRATION AND FINANCIAL INFORMATION FOR FLORIDA WILDLIFE CORRIDOR FOUNDATION, A FLORIDA-BASED NONPROFIT CORPORATION (REGISTRATION NO. CH19141), MAY BE 
OBTAINED FROM THE DIVISION OF CONSUMER SERVICES BV CALLING TOLL-FREE 1-800 HELP-FLA (435·7352) WITHIN THE STATE OR VISITING WWW.800HELPFLA.COM. REGISTRATION DOES NOT 

IMPLY ENDORSEMENT, APPROVAL, OR RECOMMENDATION BY THE STATE. 

 

 

 

 

January 30, 2025 

Callie DeHaven 
Division of State Lands 
Florida Department of Environmental Protection 
3800 Commonwealth Blvd., MS 115 
Tallahassee, FL 32399 
Re: Suttlemyre Limited Partnership, LLLP Acquisition 

 
Dear Ms. DeHaven: 
 
I am writing on behalf of the Florida Wildlife Corridor Foundation, an organization 
committed to protecting and restoring our wild places in Florida. Please consider this letter as 
an expression of support for the Suttlemyre Limited Partnership, LLLP acquisition.   
 
This 1,540-acre acquisition is important for connectivity in the Florida Wildlife Corridor, 
helping to narrow the gap between the Ocklawaha River and Cabbage Creek. The property 
lies within the Ocala-to-Osceola (O2O) opportunity area of the Corridor and will help 
connect conservation lands to its south and west, including the Marjorie Harris Carr Cross 
Florida Greenway (MHCCFG), Putnam Lake Preserve, and the state-held O’Connor and 
Morrison Conservation Easements (CE). The acquisition eliminates the 1/2-mile gap between 
the MHCCFG and O’Connor CE and conserves the last significant stretch of unprotected 
shoreline on the Rodman Reservoir’s northern shore. 
 
If protected, the property will continue to serve as a landscape and water source for wildlife 
moving through the Corridor. It provides habitat for a variety of rare or unique animals like 
Florida black bear, gopher tortoise, numerous snake species, and a variety of migratory and 
resident bird species.  The property’s extensive wetlands help protect the water quality of the 
Ocklawaha River and contribute significantly to aquifer recharge. We strongly support this 
project. 

 
Sincerely, 

 

Jason Lauritsen 

Chief Conservation Officer 
Florida Wildlife Corridor Foundation 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 

PJ MARINELLI 
CHAIRMAN 

 
TIFFANY BUSBY 

VICE CHAIRMAN 
 

BLAKE POOLE 
TREASURER 

 
MAURICE PEARSON 

SECRETARY 
 

OSCAR ANDERSON 
 

ARNIE BELLINI 
 

LYNN CHERRY 
 

THOMAS EASON 
 

KATHRYN FULLER 
 

ZAK GEZON 
 

ROBERT D. MCLEAN 
 

ELIZABETH MOORE 
 

SCOTT NOLAN 
 

KIMBERLY DAVIS 
REYHER 

 
 
 

2606 Fairfield Ave S 
Bldg #7 

St. Petersburg, FL 33712 
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January 30, 2025 

Callie DeHaven 
Division of State Lands 
Florida Department of Environmental Protection 
3800 Commonwealth Blvd., MS 115 
Tallahassee, FL 32399 

Re: Letter of Support for Suttlemyre Limited Partnership, LLLP Acquisition 

Dear Ms. DeHaven, 

On behalf of the Florida Wildlife Federation, I am writing to express our support for the Suttlemyre 
Limited Partnership, LLLP acquisition.  This 1,540-acre acquisition is important for connectivity in the 
Florida Wildlife Corridor, water resource protection, natural resource protection, and wildlife habitat 
protection.  

The Suttlemyre acquisition is very important for connectivity because it will not only help connect 
conserved lands within the Ocala-to-Osceola portion of the Florida Wildlife Corridor, but will also 
conserve the last significant stretch of unprotected shoreline on northern shore of the Rodman Reservoir 
and eliminate a 1/2-mile gap between the Marjorie Harris Carr Cross Florida Greenway and the State-
held O’Connor Conservation Easement.  

Acquisition of the Suttlemyre property will help protect the water quality of the Ocklawaha River 
because the property’s extensive wetlands drain into the Rodman Reservoir portion of the Ocklawaha.   
In addition to surface water and wetland protection the entire property contributes significantly to 
aquifer recharge. 

The Suttlemyre property provides habitat for a variety of rare or unique animals like Florida black bear, 
gopher tortoise, numerous snake species, and a variety of both migratory and resident bird species.   The 
property also provides significant forestland for the sustainable management of natural resources such 
as timber. 

Thank you for considering this worthy acquisition. 

Sincerely, 

Sarah Gledhill 
President & CEO  
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327 SW 40th Street | Gainesville, Florida 32607 | tel 352.871.3259 
www.defenders.org 
 

National Headquarters | 1130 17th Street, N.W.  | Washington, D.C. 20036-4604 | tel 202.682.9400 | fax 202.682.1331| www.defenders.org 

 

 

January 30, 2025 
 
 
 

Callie DeHaven, Division of State Lands 
Florida Department of Environmental Protection 
3800 Commonwealth Blvd., MS 115 
Tallahassee, FL 32399 
 
 
RE: Letter of Support for Suttlemyre Limited Partnership, LLLP Acquisition 
 

Dear Ms. DeHaven 

 

Defenders of Wildlife appreciates the opportunity to support the Suttlemyre Limited Partnership, LLLP 
acquisition. Founded in 1947, Defenders of Wildlife (Defenders) is a national non-profit conservation 
organization focused solely on wildlife and habitat conservation and safeguarding biodiversity. Defenders has 
more than 124,000 members and supporters in Florida. This 1,540-acre acquisition is important for 
connectivity in the Florida Wildlife Corridor, water resource protection, natural resource protection, and 
wildlife habitat protection. This important acquisition will provide habitat and connectivity in Northcentral 
Florida.   

The Suttlemyre acquisition is very important for connectivity because it will not only help connect conserved 
lands within the Ocala-to-Osceola portion of the Florida Wildlife Corridor but will also conserve the last 
significant stretch of unprotected shoreline on the northern shore of the Rodman Reservoir and eliminate a 
1/2-mile gap between the Marjorie Harris Carr Cross Florida Greenway and the State-held O’Connor 
Conservation Easement. 
 
The acquisition of the Suttlemyre property will help protect the water quality of the Ocklawaha River because 
the property’s extensive wetlands drain into the Rodman Reservoir portion of the Ocklawaha. The threatened 
Florida manatee uses the Silver and Ocklawaha Rivers as winter habitat and as travel corridors, which are 
biological features necessary for their conservation. In addition to surface water and wetland protection, the 
entire property contributes significantly to aquifer recharge. Furthermore, the Suttlemyre property provides a 
habitat for a variety of rare or unique animals, such as Florida black bears, gopher tortoises, numerous snake 
species, and migratory and resident bird species. It also provides significant forestland for the sustainable 
management of natural resources such as timber. 
 
Thank you for considering this worthy acquisition. 

Sincerely, 
Dr. Katherine Sayler, Ph.D., MPH 
Southeast Representative, Defenders of Wildlife  
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January 30, 2025 
 
Callie DeHaven 
Division of State Lands 
Florida Department of Environmental Protection 
3800 Commonwealth Blvd., MS 115 
Tallahassee, FL 32399 
 
Re: Letter of Support for Suttlemyre Limited Partnership, LLLP Acquisition 
 
Dear Ms. DeHaven, 
 
I’m writing to express St. Johns Riverkeeper’s support of the Suttlemyre Limited Partnership, 
LLLP acquisition. Located in the St. Johns River watershed, this 1,540-acre acquisition is not only 
important for connectivity in the Florida Wildlife Corridor, but it will also provide significant 
water quality, natural resource, springs and wildlife habitat protections.  
 
The Suttlemyre acquisition will connect conserved lands within the Ocala-to-Osceola portion of 
the Florida Wildlife Corridor, while conserving the last significant stretch of unprotected 
shoreline on northern shore of the Rodman Reservoir and eliminating a 1/2-mile gap between 
the Marjorie Harris Carr Cross Florida Greenway and the State-held O’Connor Conservation 
Easement. 
 
Acquisition of the Suttlemyre property will help protect the water quality of the Ocklawaha 
River because the property’s extensive wetlands drain into the Rodman Reservoir portion of the 
Ocklawaha which is the largest tributary to the St. Johns. In addition to surface water and 
wetland protection, the entire property contributes significantly to aquifer recharge. 
 
The Suttlemyre property provides habitat for a variety of rare or unique animals like Florida 
black bear, gopher tortoise, numerous snake species, and a variety of both migratory and 
resident bird species. The property also provides significant forestland for the sustainable 
management of natural resources such as timber. 
 
Thank you for considering this worthy acquisition. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
 
Lisa Rinaman 
St. Johns Riverkeeper 
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santafeaudubonfl@aol.com
www.santafeaudubon.org

PO Box 533
Melrose, FL 32666

January 30, 2025

Re: Letter of Support for Suttlemyre Limited Partnership LLLP Acquisition
Robbie Parrish
Chief Bureau of Real Estate Services
Division of State Lands
Florida Department of Environmental Protection
3800 Commonwealth Blvd., MS 115
Tallahassee, FL 32399

Dear Mr. Parrish,

I’m writing to express the Santa Fe Audubon Society’s support of the Suttlemyre Limited 
Partnership LLLP acquisition. This 1,540-acre acquisition is an important corridor connector, 
as well as an important stand-alone project. This acquisition will not only help connect already 
conserved lands within the Ocala-to-Osceola portion of the Florida Wildlife Corridor, but also 
conserve one of the last remaining unprotected sections of shoreline on the Rodman Reservoir. 
Additionally, the conservation of this property is critical to protect Florida’s aquifer recharge 
rates, wetlands, rare and strategic habitat, and significant surface water protection areas.

This property also provides habitat for multiple rare or unique animals like Black Bear, Gopher 
Tortoise, multiple snake species, and a variety of both migratory and residential bird species. As 
this property abuts the Marjorie Harris Carr Cross Florida Greenway to the East, and a State-
held conservation easement to the west, this is a critical gap within existing conservation lands 
that surround the Rodman Reservoir/historic Ocklawaha River.

Thank you for considering this worthy acquisition.

Sincerely, 

Sallie Carlock
President, Santa Fe Audubon Society
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