



















































































United States Department of the Interior

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE
Florida Keys National Wildlife Refuges
28950 Watson Boulevard
Big Pine Key, FL 33043
Phone: (305) 872-2239

November 9, 2021

Amy Phillips

Senior Acquisition Agent/GOC IIT
Department of Environmental Protection
Division of State Lands

Bureau of Real Estate Services

3900 Commonwealth Blvd, MS 115
Tallahassee, Florida 32399

Re: Messera Family Property Acquisition/Cudjoe Key
Dear Ms. Phillips:

On behalf of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service’s Florida Keys National Wildlife Refuges Complex, I am
writing to support acquisition of the Messera Family property located on Cudjoe Key, Florida. This
property lies within the boundary of the National Key Deer Refuge and is adjacent to refuge lands which lie
directly to the north, and a State Wildlife and Environmental Area to the west. The site and surrounding
habitats contain mangrove, salt marsh, buttonwood, rare hardwood hammock, and shallow wetland and
marine waters, all of which provide homes for resident, seasonal, and migratory wildlife. Numerous state
and federally listed species, including the Key deer, Lower Keys marsh rabbit, Silver rice rat, White-
crowned pigeon, Mangrove cuckoo, American crocodile, West Indian manatee, Green and Loggerhead sea
turtles, and others live and forage in the area. Many of these species are found nowhere else in the
continental United States and in some cases nowhere else in the world.

We look forward to cooperative management activities that would benefit these species for which the State
and the U.S. fish and Wildlife Service are charged with protecting and conserving,.

Thank you for the consideration and we hope you will support the acquisition of this piece of property.

Sincerely,

Chvorss

Christian Eggleston

Project Leader

Florida Keys National Wildlife Refuges Complex
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