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Division of Aquaculture  

Aquaculture Parcel Resource Assessment 

Gulf County 

8/30/2021 

Introduction 

Scott Morrison has proposed a 5-acre parcel, to be utilized for water column oyster 

aquaculture in Indian Lagoon, Gulf County. The location is not in an aquatic preserve. 

Division staff assessed the proposed site on August 30, 2021. The applicant Mr. Morrison 

and FDACS staff were present for the resource assessment.     

Site Location  

The site is in Indian Lagoon, Conditionally Approved Shellfish Harvesting Area #1512 

(Figure 1). 

Figure 1.  Location of the proposed Morrison site in Indian Lagoon, Gulf County. 
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Site Assessment 

The proposed site encompasses approximately 5 acres and is near the southern shoreline 

of Indian Peninsula, just North of the applicant’s existing 10-acre parcel, Gul-200 (Figure 

2). Corner markers were established using the GPS coordinates provided by the applicant 

and then amended to accommodate better navigation, as well as maximizing area, parcel 

shape and size. Visibility from the surface was one foot.  The substrate consisted of soft 

mud throughout the parcel. The assessment was conducted on August 30, 2021 by boat 

utilizing poling. Four transects were conducted around the perimeter, two cross-center 

transects and two bilateral transects (Figure 3).  Depths during the assessment ranged 

from 4.5 to 5.5 feet throughout the amended parcel.  There are active water column leases 

in the vicinity: Gul-1526 is approximately 743 feet North; Gul-200 and Gul-201 is 25 feet 

South; the southern shoreline is approximately 1,100 feet (Figure 4). Critical habitat 

present is the Gulf Sturgeon habitat (Figure 5), and the applicant will be using floating 

gear, which is authorized by our Programmatic General Permit.    

  

Morrison Amended Site- GPS Coordinates and Depth: 

NW Corner: 29.68595 / -85.234384             5 feet 

NE Corner: 29.685975 / -85.231528           5 feet 

SW Corner: 29.6853 / -85.234377        5.5 feet 

SE Corner: 29.685325 / -85.231521             5 feet 

 

Recommendations: 

After review of the pertinent information, Division staff recommends the amended site.   

 

Comments: 

The Division seeks to preclude impacts to seagrass beds and other sensitive habitats.  

Division staff could make an accurate assessment of the proposed lease areas as well as 

adjacent areas.  This area does not have a lot of boat traffic or commercial and 

recreational fishing.  Oyster reefs were over 500 feet away from the proposed site and no 

seagrass was found.   
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Figure 2.  

 
 

ATTACHMENT 22 
PAGE 4



 

 

 

 

Figure 3.  Site Assessment 
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Figure 4. Shoreline and active lease looking South. 
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Figure 5. Critical habitat  
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Gear Marking Methods- All gear will be have hog ringed plastic labels conforming the 

the FDACS requirements the same as used on the cages for the current lease. In the event 
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of storm loss of cages we will use kayaks in the western end of the lagoon for recovery 

and a work boat for the eastern end.  
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