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Division of Aquaculture  

Aquaculture Parcel Resource Assessment 

Manatee County 

11/12/2021 

 

Introduction 

Reed and Maura Smith have proposed a 7-acre parcel, to be utilized for water-column 

oyster aquaculture in Lower Tampa Bay in Manatee County. Division staff assessed the 

proposed site on November 9, 2021. Division staff along with DEP Aquatic Preserve 

staff, were present for the proposed site assessment.      

 

Site Location  

The site is in Lower Tampa Bay, Terra Ceia Aquatic Preserve and Conditionally 

Approved #4802 Shellfish Harvesting Area (Figure 1). 

 

Figure 1. Location of the proposed site in Lower Tampa Bay, Manatee County. 
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Site Assessment 

The original proposed site encompasses 7 acres and is near the eastern shoreline of Lower 

Tampa Bay, West of Port Manatee. Corner markers were established using the GPS 

coordinates provided by the applicant. Patchy seagrass was found in the northeast section 

of the parcel (Figure 2).  Division staff amended the original parcel to allow a 150-foot 

buffer between the parcel boundaries and the closest seagrass habitat found during the 

assessment (Figure 3). The amended site will be 3.94 acres. Visibility was 6.5 feet at the 

site. The substrate consisted of firm sand throughout the parcel (Figure 4). The 

assessment was conducted on November 9, 2021 by boat, utilizing poling and snorkeling. 

Four poling transects were conducted around the perimeter and two center transects, 

snorkeling consisted of a center circle and cross and perimeter transects (Figure 5). 

Depths during the assessment ranged from 6 to 6.5 feet throughout the parcel.  With the 

amended coordinates, the closest seagrass is approximately 150 feet from the northern 

boundary and over 1,900 feet to shore (Figures 6 and 7). Adjacent critical habitats are 

seagrass (Figure 8). Flora and fauna observed within the parcel includes sea stars, sand 

dollars, horse conchs and drift algae.     

 

Amended Site- GPS Coordinates and Depth: 

NW Corner: 27.625252/ -82.574838 6 ft 

NE Corner: 27.625771/ -82.573818 6 ft 

SW Corner: 27.624200/ -82.574115 6 ft 

SE Corner: 27.624708/ -82.573089 6 ft 

 

Recommendations: 

After review of the pertinent information, Division staff recommend the amended site.   

 

Comments: 

The Division seeks to preclude impacts to seagrass beds and other sensitive habitats. 

Division staff could make an accurate assessment of the proposed lease areas as well as 

adjacent areas. While the 4-acre amended parcel is not in a major navigation channel, 

some boat traffic due to recreational fishing is expected. No recreational boat traffic is 

allowed East of the site, due to Port Manatee. The original parcel coordinates were 

amended (Figure 9) in order to avoid seagrass habitat.   
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Figure 2.  Aerial image of the original proposed site in Lower Tampa Bay, Manatee 

County, showing seagrass habitat locations.  
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Figure 3. Amended parcel, moving the original Northern line 150’ away from the closest 

seagrass habitat.  
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Figure 4. Firm sand substrate consistent throughout the amended parcel 
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Figure 5.  Site Assessment 
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Figure 6. Shoreline, looking North 

 
 

 

 

Figure 7. Port Manatee and shoreline, looking East 
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Figure 8. Critical habitat  
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Figure 9. Amended Smith Parcel in Lower Tampa Bay, Manatee County. 
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