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Division of Aquaculture  

Aquaculture Parcel Resource Assessment 

Manatee County 

8/17/2021 

 

Introduction 

Ernesto de la Vega and Sarasota Bay Watch have proposed a 5-acre parcel, to be utilized 

for clam restoration aquaculture on the bottom in Sarasota Bay in Manatee County.  

Division staff assessed the proposed site on August 11, 2021. The applicant Mr. Vega, 

along with FDACS staff, were present for the site assessment.      

 

Site Location  

The site is in Sarasota Bay, Conditionally Approved #5402/Prohibited Shellfish 

Harvesting Area (Figure 1). 

 

Figure 1. Location of the amended site Sarasota Bay, Manatee County. 

 
 

Site Assessment 

The proposed site encompasses approximately 5 acres and is near the northern shoreline 

of Sarasota Bay, across from Longboat Key. Corner markers were established using the 

GPS coordinates provided by the applicant and then amended to allow a 50’ buffer 

between the parcel and the closest soft coral habitat found during the assessment (Figure 

2). The amended site results in a 4.5-acre parcel. Visibility was 3 feet at the site. The 

substrate consisted of firm sand throughout the parcel (Figure 3). The assessment was 

conducted on August 11, 2021 by boat utilizing poling and diving. Four poling transects 

were conducted around the perimeter and two center transects, diving consisted of a 

center circle and cross- and perimeter transects (Figure 4). Depths during the assessment 

ranged from 9.5 to 10 feet throughout the amended parcel.  With the amended 

coordinates, the closest soft coral is approximately 50 feet from the eastern boundary, 
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over 3,000 feet to shore and over 3,000 feet to the closest mangroves (Figure 5 and 6). 

Adjacent critical habitats are seagrass (Figure 7). Only flora found within the amended 

parcel was drift algae.     

 

Amended Site- GPS Coordinates and Depth: 

NW Corner: 27.416933 / -82.617906  10 feet 

NE Corner: 27.416973 / -82.616458  10 feet 

SW Corner: 27.415750 / -82.617808  10 feet 

SE Corner: 27.415788 / -82.616470  10 feet 

 

Recommendations: 

After review of the pertinent information, Division staff recommend the amended site.   

 

Comments: 

The Division seeks to preclude impacts to seagrass beds and other sensitive habitats. 

Division staff could make an accurate assessment of the proposed lease area as well as 

adjacent areas. While this 4.5-acre parcel is not in a major navigation channel, some boat 

traffic due to recreational fishing is expected. The lease will be approved for bottom use 

only and no floating or suspended gear will be permitted. The original parcel coordinates 

were amended in order to avoid soft coral habitat.   

 

 

Figure 2.  Aerial image of the amended site in Sarasota Bay, Manatee County 
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Figure 3. Firm sand substrate consistent throughout the proposed parcel 
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Figure 4.  Site Assessment 
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Figure 5. Shoreline, looking North 

 
 

 

 

Figure 6. Shoreline, looking South 
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Figure 7. Critical habitat  
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Sarasota Bay Watch Lease Site for Clam Project 2021 

Applicant name: Sarasota Bay Watch (Ernesto Lasso de la Vega) 

Water body: Sarasota Bay 

Date: March, 2021 

Dimensions:  5 acres (466 feet x 466 feet) 

New NE   27°25'1.10"N   82°36'58.72"W 

New NW              27°25'0.96"N   82°37'4.46"W     

New SW 27°24'56.70"N   82°37'4.11"W 

New SE  27°24'56.85"N   82°36'58.75"W 

 

Description:   
- No natural resources adjacent to the proposed site. 

- No navigation channels or paths in the immediate vicinity of the area. 

- 12 feet average depth with sandy to muddy soil. No sea grasses present. 

 

 

 
Fig. 1 
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Fig. 2 

Description: 4,000 feet from shore, an area of 5 acres (466 feet x 466 feet) 12 feet depth 

with sandy to muddy soils. No sea grasses. Shown in Fig. 1. 

Red line delimited the area in Fig. 2 is the area proposed. The white line delimited area 

was the site of clam deployed on spring 2021.  

Kera Study was the point where student Kera Pasquerilla conducted suitability study for 

clams and the location of Mote Marine acoustic receiver. 
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Cross section diagram of the proposed area. 
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Attachment 3: proposed gear images.  

Examples of nursery bags to be used. 

 
Examples of grow-out bags with bigger sized clams. 
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