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Introduction 

Several applicants have proposed a large area to be utilized for bottom clam aquaculture 

in Cedar Key, Levy County. Division and DEP Aquatic Preserve staff assessed the 

proposed site on October 25, 2022.  

Site Location  

The site is south of the Gulf Jackson Aquaculture Use Zone (AUZ) and Approved #3001 

Shellfish Harvesting Area (Figure 1).   

Site Assessment 

A 25-acre area was proposed, expanding South of the existing Gulf Jackson AUZ in 

Cedar Key, Levy County. The resource assessment was conducted during low tide. 

Visibility was less than 1 foot at the site. The substrate consisted of muddy sand and mud 

throughout the site. The assessment was conducted on October 25, 2022 by boat, utilizing 

poling and snorkeling. Snorkeling assessment was conducted at low tide and poling was 

conducted at mid, rising tide. Four poling transects were conducted around the perimeter 

and along three North-South center transects. Depths during the assessment ranged from 

5 to 9 feet (Figure 2). Gomez Key is approximately 1,982 feet to the southeast and a 25-

foot easement would be incorporated between the new and existing parcels in the AUZ 

(Figures 3 and 4). No seagrass assemblages, oyster reefs or live bottom were found 

within the amended area. A 50-foot buffer around the perimeter was also assessed, which 

consisted of the same substrate and no other critical habitats present (Figure 5). Parcel 

coordinates were divided within the assessed area to have 10 parcels, 2 acres each, and to 

have 25-foot easements between the rows and 50-foot easements between the columns of 

parcels (Figure 6).  

South Gulf Jackson area - GPS Coordinates and Depth: 

NW Corner: 29.155151 / -83.08179 7 ft 

NE Corner: 29.15347 / -83.07355 5 ft 

SW Corner: 29.154147 / -83.08206  8 ft 

SE Corner: 29.15246 / -83.07382  9 ft 

Recommendations: 

After review of the pertinent information, Division staff recommends the proposed area.  

Comments: 

The Division seeks to preclude impacts to seagrass beds and other sensitive habitats. 

Division staff could make an accurate assessment of the proposed lease site and the 

adjacent areas. The proposed parcels are adjacent to a navigation channel. Some boating 

activity is expected for recreational and commercial fishing. The site is in the Big Bend 

Seagrasses Aquatic Preserve.   

Figure 1. Location of the South Gulf Jackson site in Cedar Key, Levy County. 
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Figure 2. Resource assessment sketch. 
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Figure 3.  Gomez Key, looking Southeast 

Figure 4. Existing leases, looking North 
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Figure 5. Critical habitat map- Shellfish Harvesting Area Approved (#3001) and Big 

Bend Seagrasses Aquatic Preserve. 
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Figure 6. Ten, 2-acre parcels South of Gulf Jackson AUZ. 
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