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Division of Aquaculture  

Aquaculture Parcel Resource Assessment 

Franklin County 

1/10/2023 

Introduction 

Jeffry T. Wren has proposed a 2-acre parcel, to be utilized for water-column oyster 

aquaculture in Apalachicola Bay, Franklin County. Division staff, along with DEP 

Aquatic Preserve staff, assessed the proposed site on January 10, 2023.  

Site Location  

The site is in St. George Sound, Apalachicola Bay, and Conditionally Approved #1601 

Shellfish Harvesting Area (Figure 1).  

Resource Assessment 

A 2-acre parcel was assessed in Rattlesnake Cove, St. George Sound, West of the St. 

George Island State Park entrance. The resource assessment was conducted during low 

tide. Visibility was approximately six feet at the site and the bottom was not visible from 

the surface. The substrate consisted of mostly soft mud throughout the parcel. The 

assessment was conducted on January 10, 2023, by boat, utilizing poling and side scan 

sonar. Four poling transects were conducted around the perimeter, along with three center 

transects (Figure 2). Depths during the assessment ranged from 5.5 to 7 feet. The closest 

shoreline is approximately 791 feet to the North and 1,457 feet to the East of the site 

(Figures 3 and 4). There are 6 active lease parcels and two recently approved lease 

parcels in the vicinity.  There will be 25-foot easements in between the proposed parcel 

and the two existing parcels to the Southwest (Figure 5) and a 50-foot easement in 

between the proposed Wren parcel and the recently approved parcel to the East (Figure 

1). No seagrass assemblages, oyster reefs or hard bottom were found within the proposed 

site. A 50-foot buffer around the perimeter was also assessed, which consisted of the 

same substrate and no other critical habitats were present. The proposed site is located 

within the Apalachicola National Estuarine Research Reserve boundary and is within the 

Gulf Sturgeon and Piping Plover Critical Habitat areas (Figure 6). The Applicant is 

planning on using floating gear, which is authorized under the Programmatic General 

Permit within Gulf Sturgeon critical habitat. 

Amended Wren Parcel - GPS Coordinates and Depth: 

NW Corner: 29.692687/ -84.795697 7 ft 

NE Corner: 29.692091/ -84.794472 6 ft 

SW Corner: 29.692217/ -84.795997        6.5 ft 

SE Corner: 29.691621/ -84.794772           7 ft 

Recommendations: 

After review of the pertinent information, Division staff recommends the proposed site.  

ATTACHMENT 9 
PAGE 2



Comments: 

The Division seeks to preclude impacts to seagrass beds and other sensitive habitats. 

Division staff could make an accurate assessment of the proposed lease sites and the 

adjacent areas. The proposed parcel is not in a major navigation channel. Some 

boating/kayaking activity is expected for recreational fishing.  

Figure 1. Proposed Wren Lease Site Location in Franklin County. 
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Figure 2.   Proposed Wren lease site assessment 
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Figure 3.  Shoreline and State Park, looking Northeast 
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Figure 4. Shoreline, looking Northwest 
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Figure 5. Existing leases to the Southwest of the proposed parcel. 
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Figure 6. Critical habitat map. 
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