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Division of Aquaculture  

Aquaculture Parcels Resource Assessment 

Dixie County 

2/18/25 

Introduction 

Lee Bryan has proposed a 10-acre area to be utilized for two 5-acre parcels for clam 

aquaculture on the bottom near Horseshoe Beach in Dixie County. Division and DEP 

Aquatic Preserve staff assessed the proposed site on February 18, 2025.  

Site Location  

The site is in the Horseshoe Beach Conditionally Approved #2502 Shellfish Harvesting 

Area (Figure 1).   

Resource Assessment 

A 10.6-acre area was proposed northwest of Horseshoe Beach in Dixie County. The 

resource assessment was conducted during a low tide on February 18, 2025, by boat, 

utilizing poling, snorkeling and wading. Four transects were conducted around the 

perimeter and along two diagonal center transects, along with multiple transects 

throughout the center. You could see the bottom from the surface at the site. The 

substrate consisted of firm muddy sand throughout the site. Depths during the assessment 

ranged from 1 to 3.5 feet (Figure 2). Seagrasses were found in the original proposed site 

during the resource assessment. The area was amended and moved 100 feet to the South 

to avoid impacts to existing seagrass beds (Figure 3). The closest shoreline is 

approximately 1,111 feet to the Northeast of the amended site (Figures 4 and 5). A 50-

foot buffer around the perimeter was also assessed, which consisted of the same substrate 

and no other critical habitats present (Figure 6).  

Amended parcel 1 - GPS Coordinates and Depth: 

NW Corner: 29.457445, -83.3116   3.5 ft 

NE Corner: 29.457438, -83.310249 3.5 ft 

SW Corner: 29.456051, -83.311609   3.5 ft 

SE Corner: 29.456044, -83.310258   3.5 ft 

Amended parcel 2 - GPS Coordinates and Depth: 

NW Corner: 29.457438, -83.31017   3.5 ft 

NE Corner: 29.457431, -83.308819 3.5 ft 

SW Corner: 29.456044, -83.310179   3.5 ft 

SE Corner: 29.456037, -83.308828   3.5 ft 

Recommendations: 

After review of the pertinent information, Division staff recommends the amended 

parcels.   
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Comments: 

The Division seeks to preclude impacts to seagrass beds and other sensitive habitats. 

Division staff could make an accurate assessment of the proposed lease site and the 

adjacent areas. Some boating activity is expected for recreational and commercial fishing. 

The site is in the Big Bend Seagrasses Aquatic Preserve.   

Figure 1. Original proposed site near Horseshoe Beach, Dixie County. 
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Figure 2. Bryan proposed and amended area site assessment sketch 
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Figure 3. Amended area assessed due to presence of seagrass in original proposed area 
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Figure 4.  Horseshoe Beach, looking Southeast. 
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Figure 5. Shoreline, looking Northeast. 
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Figure 6. Amended 2, 5-acre parcels 
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Figure 7. Critical Habitat map for amended parcels 
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