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July 29, 2022 

Callie DeHaven, Director 

Division of State Lands 

Florida Department of Environmental Protection 

3900 Commonwealth Blvd., MS 140 

Tallahassee, FL 32399 

Dear Ms. DeHaven: 

This letter expresses Audubon’s strong support for the Division of State Lands proceeding with 

securing a conservation easement on the 16,000 acre Horse Creek Ranch in Hardee and DeSoto 

Counties.  Under Governor DeSantis’ leadership, Florida has acquired significant conservation 

lands that will be invaluable to the future of Florida’s land, water and agricultural resources.  

This property is of a size and location to substantially advance this legacy.  This acquisition also 

shares a sponsor in the Southwest Florida Water Management District, who will contribute about 

25% of the acquisition acreage.  

Lands in this region are under the double development pressures of urban sprawl and phosphate 

mining, both of which would considerably degrade habitat, water resources, and cause further 

loss of agricultural production.  Horse Creek is a significant tributary to Peace Creek and is in the 

Florida Wildlife Corridor, thus central to building regional connectivity.  This region also has 

lagged in conservation acquisitions compared to other regions of the state and this project will 

improve those possibilities, proving especially protective of the Charlotte Harbor Estuary, an 

estuary of national significance.     

Finally, easements conserve natural resources while sustaining agricultural production, keeping it 

on the tax roles, and maintaining the land owners as stewards.  

Thank you for working to conserve this important property. 

Sincerely, 

Beth Alvi 

Senior Director, Policy 

Audubon Florida 

Policy Office 

308 N. Monroe St. 

Tallahassee, FL  32301 

850-222-2473

https://fl.audubon.org/

Beth.Alvi@audubon.org
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July 28th, 2022 

Callie DeHaven, Director 
Division of State Lands 
Florida Department of Environmental Protection 
3900 Commonwealth Blvd., MS 140 
Tallahassee, FL 32399 

RE:  National Wildlife Refuge Association Letter of Support for the Horse Creek Ranch Conservation 
Easement – Horse Creek Ranch Florida Forever Project   

Dear Ms. DeHaven, 

Please consider this a letter of support for the acquisition of a conservation easement over the Horse 
Creek Ranch Florida Forever Project. The protection of these approximately 12000 acres would 
complement a partner effort by the Southwest Florida Water Management District (SWFWMD). 
Together, these two easements will protect over 16,000 intact acres within the Peace River Watershed. 
This project will also protect over 12 miles of natural shoreline along Horse Creek. Horse Creek supplies 
15% of the freshwater flow to the Peace River; the Peace River is the water supply source for over a 
million people in southwest Florida. It is also the lifeblood to Charlotte Harbor, an economic engine in the 
region and one of the most important recreational fisheries in the state.  

The property sits in a landscape that is facing impacts from land use changes due to phosphate mining; it 
is less than a mile north and south from planned mines. And, as the state plans to address consequences of 
climate change and rising sea levels much attention needs to be given to the conservation of north/south 
linkages. The property sits within the Florida Wildlife Corridor; its protection is necessary for a corridor 
from Charlotte Harbor north to the Green Swamp.  

A conservation easement over this property provides us with the unique opportunity to protect the 
health of the Peace River, Charlotte Harbor, and protect a historically rural region that is rapidly 
undergoing change.  

With kindest regards, 

Julie Morris 
Florida and Gulf Program Manager 
National Wildlife Refuge Association 
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July 28th, 2022 

Callie DeHaven, Director 
Division of State Lands 
Florida Department of Environmental Protection 
3900 Commonwealth Blvd., MS 140 
Tallahassee, FL 32399 

RE:  Florida Conservation Group Letter of Support for the Horse Creek Ranch 
Conservation Easement – Horse Creek Ranch Florida Forever Project  

Dear Director DeHaven: 

The Florida Conservation Group (FCG) enthusiastically supports the acquisition of a 
conservation easement over the Horse Creek Ranch Florida Forever Project. Horse Creek 
Ranch is a shining example of what a multi-agency partnership can accomplish. The 
Division of State Lands (DSL) and the Southwest Florida Water Management District 
(SWFWMD) have come together to protect one of the most ecologically important and 
threatened landscapes in Southwest Florida. DSL’s purchase of a conservation easement 
over 11,958-acres is in partnership with SWFWMD’s purchase will protect over 16,310 
intact acres in the Peace River Watershed.  

These conservation easements will protect over 12 miles of intact and pristine 
shoreline of Horse Creek, the most important tributary to the Peace River. The 
location of the Horse Creek Ranch is critical to the health of the Peace River and the 
Charlotte Harbor Estuary -- an estuary of national significance, one of the most 
important recreational fisheries in the state and the economic engine of southwest 
Florida. 

Protecting intact native wetlands in the Peace River Watershed is crucial to a 
healthy Charlotte Harbor Estuary and Gulf of Mexico. This conservation easement is 
an example of a watershed protection project that will be critical as part of a strategy 
to address our water quality issues as we move forward. We applaud DSL for your 
tremendous work to protect the Horse Creek Ranch.  

Jim Strickland 
 Vice- Chairman 
 Florida Conservation Group 
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