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Division of Aquaculture

Aquaculture Parcel Resource Assessment
Franklin County

2/21/2022

Introduction

Near Futures Group, LLC and Rattlesnake Cove Oyster Company have proposed two
1.5-acre parcels, to be utilized for water-column oyster aquaculture in Apalachicola Bay,
Franklin County. Division staff assessed the proposed sites on February 21, 2022.
Division staff along with applicant representatives, DEP Aquatic Preserve staff and the
St. George Island State Park Manager were present for the resource assessment.

Site Location
The sites are in St. George Sound, Apalachicola Bay and Approved #1601 Shellfish
Harvesting Area (Figure 1).

Site Assessment

The proposed two 1.5-acre parcels encompass approximately three acres total. These
parcels are adjacent to each other and located in Rattlesnake Cove, St. George Island
Sound, north of the St. George Island state park entrance (Figure 2). The resource
assessment was conducted during low tide. Visibility was approximately five feet at the
site, and you could not see the bottom from the surface. The substrate consists of soft
mud throughout the parcel with some firmer shell hash. The assessment was conducted
on February 21, 2022 by boat, utilizing poling. Four poling transects were conducted
around the perimeter and two center transects for each proposed parcel (Figures 3 and 4).
Three additional center transects were conducted for the larger area of the two parcels
combined (Figure 5). Depths during the assessment ranged from 6.5 to 9.5 feet
throughout the parcels. No seagrass assemblages, oyster reefs or hard bottom were found
within the proposed sites. A 50-foot buffer around the perimeter was also assessed, which
consisted of the same substrate and no other critical habitats present. According to the
DEP Map Direct critical habitat layers, the closest oyster bar is approximately 647 feet to
the north (Figure 6). There are five active lease parcels directly South and East of the
proposed lease sites, which will be at least twenty-five feet away allowing for a
navigational easement (Figure 6). There is shoreline to the North and East of the
proposed parcels and the closest shoreline is approximately 976 feet (Figures 7 and 8).
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Parcel A- Bervera - GPS Coordinates and Depth:

NW Corner: 29.692189/ -84.795974 7ft
NE Corner:  29.691919/ -84.795427 7.5 ft
SW Corner:  29.691420/ -84.796496 8.5 ft
SE Corner:  29.691138/ -84.795925 9 ft

Parcel B- Brackin- GPS Coordinates and Depth:
NW Corner: 29.691852/ -84.795352 9ft
NE Corner:  29.691604/ -84.794787 7.5ft
SW Corner:  29.691101/ -84.795850 8 ft
SE Corner:  29.690819/ -84.795281 7.5ft

Recommendations:

After review of the pertinent information, Division staff recommends the proposed sites.

Comments:

The Division seeks to preclude impacts to seagrass beds and other sensitive habitats.
Division staff could make an accurate assessment of the proposed lease sites and the
adjacent areas. The proposed parcels are not in a major navigation channel. Some

boating/kayaking activity is expected for recreational fishing.
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Figure 1. Location of the proposed sites in Apalachicola Bay, Franklin County.
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Figure 2. Google Earth satellite imagery showing the 2 proposed parcels in Rattlesnake
Cove, Franklin County.

Proposed Bervera Leases s

Frankiin County
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Figure 3. Bervera site assessment- Parcel A
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Figure 4. Brackin site assessment- Parcel B
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Figure 5. Center poling transects assessment for both parcels.
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Figure 6. Shoreline, looking North

Figure 7. Shoreline, existing leases and state park entrance, looking South
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Figure 8. Critical habitat, oyster bars to the North.
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L1 Dwvision of Aguaculture
MIGOLE “HIKKI® FRIED APFLICATION FOR A STATE-OWNED
GoMmpHONER SOVEREIGNTY SUBMERGED LAND
AQUACULTURE LEASE
Bection 25168, Florkin Siahies - Rule 18- 21031 . FA D
Application Mo [Cificial L Oriky)
Please Type or Print Legibly
EART |- Soplicant infosmation
Nama

Maar Futures Group. LLC

Florida Department of Agrculture and Consumer Services

Laasa Title: A leasa can
ba issued 1o persans or 1o
| & somparry or LLC.
Flagas L2 the: full legal
rama for @ leass 0 be
issua in a personal name.
If anmiering a company ar
LLE name, pleage piovide
Incarparation of
ragitration documantatian
as proof that the businass
entily is regislerad and

Campany hame: had you are aulharized bo
Tige. BT Fllires Group, LLC canduct bupness an
Lesse L behaif of the anlity.
Aquacuire Cerificate of Regisiration Mumd
130 Ave F

NEckc =

Apalacnicola FL 32320
City St Zip:

404-881-0756

Telephane Monber:  Fan Mumbsr:

nesufurBsgroup@gmal com
E-Mail Address:

B
| ey Ball am 18 paars obd o clies (please initial)

Dwscring your capabibty to conduct your proposed aguascuhere activities (inchuding traring, experience and education that

yau hae cbésined or wil cbtain).

1| compicted the Crysler Aquacubure Counse of the TCC Wakulta Environmeanlal Irstilse in Deceenber, 2021

i Ballem Loase (usa of Lo 10 B inches. off the bottom)

[ Watar Columm Leasa (use of e Tull water column) Please contac the division fo dalarming if the parce! can ba

I for full water calumn usage,

A Exiaticalznrayed Parcsls Ramt paymant af applcation faa
of $200.00 by cheds ar maney |
arder bo

Gourty Florids Department of

Anuacilire Usa Zona . Agricubure & Conaumer |

|
Tallah , FL 32314-6700 |

Parcal # ABsmate Parcel ¥ | F. O Bax 6700

Wiou may ertel @n alemale pance in case your first
choica i akeady taken,

D Corte: A7 1A0K000
- L)

Cejact Cade 001207 00 m

FDALCE-1 G302 Rew. 081G
Page 1 of &
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hzaischicoin By Patleaaios Cove
‘Waler body
Sizn of Proposad anhr\nL acres
hwmdm-&lmlﬂwﬂlﬂa leed
Doapast wasar degth at mean ow water | feet
ANBrajE Llﬂalrmnma Taet

Sheltfish Harvasting Area(SHay 527
Do you owm the niparan upland propery?
Ovas E Mo

I =yee” pleaae aitach B copy ol e wanmenty deed and compieta ha fol keing

Linaar fee of waterinon proparty:
Local 2oning dnd apecilic usa;

Far fasdy propesed aia, fall compialad
apphcation io:

Division of Aouacu hure
AHention Portia Sapp
mmcarmn Street, Sube 217
Talishuenem, Florn 5300-1300

o WANEE il @l i
Anusciture WebE FOGCS 3 ov

M0 APPLICATION FEE B5 DUE AT THIS TIME.

For the SHA code. pleasa visi our wabsito
at:

i Panvear, FDNAGC B o pranBig ricu b ing-
Irecturstry iy ussoyibuneShelfish-Harvesting -
Area-Classfication/Shefllish-Hanesling
Area-hlas

Proposed shelilish keasas musl be siled in
Approved or Canditionally Spgroeed
waiars.

'l'm'gluuu descnbe fhe locabon of access to the proposed lease sis,

Wouls Camp & Boal Launch ngide 51 Gaargs liland Sies Pt
L]

Appro:. o

For areas within 500 fect af a rhnr-'l-rdm a list of the names and addresses of sach owner of property lying within
500 ferl of the proposed amsa, as shown on e lalesl county 1ax assssamant roll is requined o be includsd in this

apphcalion package.

Comer coordnaies for proposed area in Decimal Degress (D0 dddddd):

MNE

SE

L)

=i

A viginily nap of the proposed anea & roguired to be included in Shis applcation package. The vicinky map may b hand

drawn or compaier generaled.

Sew Attachment 1 for guidance and al a mirimum include the folk
O Legend with appicant rame, counly, waler Dody and daba

[ Labal the dmansions of the proposed area
0 Indluta camer GPS coordinates in Decmal Degrees.

[0 Niustrate any nabural resaunces adjaceant 1o $he propossd e

g ilems in the diagram:

O Mustrate any boat navigalion channals or paths in s Imrnadm wcinily of tha araa,

Describe the subsirateibotiom compesition at the proposesd site {i.e., sand, sit, mud, etc ).

Mud botiam

FOACS-1E102 Rew. 0810
Pagalof &
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Briafly dasorina your raasons for salecting the proposed site (i.e., substrale type, localion, waler quality, elc.). The
proposad area selecied should have minimum ervironmental, socal and uss Mpacts (6.9., deegrasaes, ralural ahalfish
resOunGas, Navigation, recrastion and oommescisl uses elo. )

This proposod lease & in an area adjacent fo § existing commer—cial leases. This & an ideal localion for growang healthy
oysters and it wil hawe minirmum impad on he anviconmeant andior Tehing and rcreation In the area, Itis nol naar any
shaltliah reats. will norl ged in e way of recreaion uses or of raditonal hareesSng shelfish in tee bay #t is nat near any
prvaba property. To my krowledge there are no ssa grasses or oifer prolecied animal or plan] species in the lecalion.

List any recroational and commercial uses of the proposed area [eag., fishing, tounsm, =c )
Ther srea would be used Tor oysher aguacubura

Dascrba tha palential impacts of the proposed use on the ecolagy of the area (nduding feh habital, hrestensd and
andangered species and ather natural resounces).

Ta my . there wauld be ra negatie impect on fah habilal or other specias, CQyster tans in paary ooations
have Fad bang impacts on lncal @calogy, providing habitat for populations of aguatic lie and helping o restoe
populatians that hod previoushy besn redwced.

Provide & statamean] axplaining why the kease is in the public intsest or ks not conbrary o tha public interest.
Apalachicola is the oyster capilal of the world a0 yel becauss of & confiuance of social and anvironmantal fagsars,
natured reets and radilional harvesiing canncd mast tha demand for thesa nutritious and dolicious bivalvas. Oysier
aguaculiure i pasitive for the economry, bringing local aysbens back 1o Their desared placs of prominena n the
markal. Addtioraly, &3 slated aboe, oystar s hava Bhown 10 incraass fish and aquatc Ila diversity whens thay ana
located, providing nesded habilats and protection for young shrimp and Ssh.

Faor dock applications, describe any aquacuihure-refated stroctures proposed [a detailed and dimersioned ste plan is
raquired pursuant fo subsection 18-21_021(1) {d} (3}, Florida Administrative Code).

Proposed ag I clivilles are jcheck anl; onay

B Commersal [Omanagament Agreaman

Mﬁ;:lbﬂ oulivated:
Planse all thet apply)
rd Clam [Mamenana sop.
OSurmay vanus Clam [Macrocailsta imbosa)

[EEastem Cysler (Crassostma vingimica)
ELrue Raock
Oiher

FIWGE-15102 Raw. BB
Papadofd
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Describa the aquaculure aciivilies 1o be conducted including glanting and harwesing acivitias,
Cysler seed will be planted in loang bags. They will Be split, suled, samesd sid fumbled on boal and will Bs hanssied
when 3 inches of langes.

E#pcive cultivation is requined fo be pedarmad on al aguacuBure laasas . Kinmum efeclive culivalisn is (he planting of
100, 000 ssed clams o TO000 seed oyslens B Scia per yaar. Provide bake & datslled bisiness desslopment plan

including the amaunt of product 1o ba planted and hanested aach year throughaut tha tarm of the lease (Year 1-Year 101

106,000
Yo 1 —
000
Vo 2
200,000
Yeard
000
Yoo 4
[
Year §
Q00
Faara
400,000
Year T
Q00
¥aard =
00
Yaar @ ———
funy
Yaar 10

Dascriba the supply scurce of seed stock ar rock praducts. _
Sead abock may coma frem & vanety of locations including Cedar Key, FL {Southern Cross Seafarms) and Mabile, AL
Preferencs would be given %o local haichenes if they are able o produce viable seed

Desoibe e distibuton of the product after barvesl
Harnvested marksl sioe aystens will be sold b ecal dslributors (such 8a Waler Sireat Seatood, Dyster Mom, of others)
Tor distribaution io restaurants and retal in Frankin County (praferentially) and beyond (as needed).

Dascring e maximum dimansion (kngth x widih © helght} and characienstics of the gaar to be ussd [malerial type, wins
gauge, brand, etc.).

drmrm Intermas bags

G Infamas hags

18mm Imermas bags

4 Liter Flaals

1647 Large cable tie - Zapoo- Hearsy cuty UV stabalzed cable tie. L425mm 1,100 0.18 @ WT Gmim x H1.Seam
Heslical Anchor B0 18" Long Line Chp

8" Long Line Clip, Stainless Stesl, Loaped §00 1.78 End

114* Shock Cord, 500 it spoal

Stainlass Sieel Hooks 260

Hog Rings: Stainkess Steel 8716 Taped hog rings

FOACE-153102 Rew DS
Paga 4o
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& oiosg sechon diagram of the proposad area s nequined 1o ba included in this applicxion package. See Aachment 2 for
guidance and at a minimum inchude the falowing Bems in the disgram:

[ Legand with apgicant namea, county, watar body and data.

[ Lasbal the dimsansians al e proposed area with GPE coordinales in Dedmal Degrees.

[ wwatar dapth st bMesn High Waler and Maan Low Water.

[ Lcation and rumbsr of propased gear and support. poles:

I ages of skelches of propesed siruclunas for aqueculluea production ang eouired fo ba inclided in his applcation
pAckaga. This nchadas all cAgas, hags, anchors eic. Sen Attachment 3 for guidance.

Thes lemzaholder = resporsible and Fabls for equipmend and gear placed on he laase A1 off bodiom gear el b
parmaanently and individually marked wilh the name of the leasenalder. Additionally all gear must be properly disposed of
talowirg usa or displacamant off tha laase. Please provide o descriotion of marking mesthods. far off botiom gear and a
gaar recovery plan o meet fase requirements.

Thgen wily ol pragser chee S ioation w8l B 00 Gty S o e el Sibeva Mg i pEe &l 08 Lo o e N BT olanes s grasd o eaa

Adigtional infgrmation

[ 1 understand prior to signing e lease agreement, it is my responaiiity to read and comply with all lrms and
condiliang of e 1BARE RgresmEnt

| understand that upon final approval of & new keass anaa, | wil be reaponsible o prowide fa prints of & sunay af
the parced pursuant i seclion 18-21 02101 }ikb(0, Floida admintsirative Code.

| understand tha | vall be responsibls 1o install and mainlain leass marfamn pursuant b an approved U5, Cosst
Guand Privale Aids bo Navigalion paimil

@ Far caisting paroels, an apphcation fse of 3200.00 is required to be submitted with the lease appication
[E Faor ness site nominations, do not include tha application fee at this ime. However, upon resiew and approwal of
an appication for & newly proposed anea, the diision will comact you for the requined 5200 application fee.

For quastians regarding this fom or the applcabon prooess, plesse call the
fwision of Aguacultuee o {B50) 817-7800

R Division
.... - “ .-_l
Applicant's Sigrature: \-\‘. EMQ). E"m&w—— a
Jan 30, 20ER i { " -
Dala: i 2!?_21

FACS-G102 Rew 0B1E
PageGof B
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Florida Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services
Dwision of Aquaculture

MICOLE naKo- FRIED APPLICATION FOR A STATE-OWNED
COVRBNONER SOVEREIGNTY SUBMERGED LAND
AQUACULTURE LEASE Loase Tite: A 16896 can
Saction 25380, Flonca Stetnes - Rule 18-21.021, FAC. be issued 1o persons of o
a campany or LLC.
A Otcisd Please use the full legal
" ¢ Hee o] name for 3 lease to be
issus in a persanal name.
Please Type or Print Legily P 10 & Compeny oe
BART |- Apclicant information LLC name, please
incorporation of
Name:  Mchael Todd Brackin regstration documentation
2 P as proof hat the business
Company Neme tiesnake Oyster Comparty antily & registered and
Toad b that you are suthorized to
Leass . Mchael Tedd Brackin conduct busingss on
e bebalf of the entity.
Aguaculture Certificate of Regl Number:
126 Carl King Ave.
cay: Camabelle State: - Zip: 32322
Telophane Number_850489-8650 Fax Numbar:
E-Mall Addrass mibrackin@gmail com
| cantly that | am 18 years old or older {pk ety _MT®
Descrbe your capablity to your activities (inchaing traning, sxperience and sducasion that
you havve oblained or will cbsasin)
For the past year. | have been i din sl of oyster squBculure &% & paetner in RatSesnake Cove Oysier

Company. In my posifion as 8 pariher at RCCC | hive alsa had 10 opporcaunity 1o work with Oyster Corp and have been
{eaching local youth how the process of oyster souscullure works. | hold an M S, degrea in Marine Science, and have

completed the PAVC Shellfsh Harvestor Course,

“BoumuLm[uau(upbslnausolnm)

B Water Column Lease (use of the full waler column) Plesse contagt ! division 1o determine if the parcel can be

Gsued for hufl waler cokamn usage.

A Existina/Aporoved Parcels Fuarnit peymant of appiiaiion fep
of $200.00 by check or maney
order 10:
Counly Florida Degartmant of
Aquaculture Use Zone, iodannl-c«vm
a P. O Dux G700
fld Pacas Tall FL 22314-6700

You may enler & alamate parcel in case your fest

choice is already taken.

38

4

&a& 42950600000
Code: 000207

073 E8-000

$2n000

FOACS-15%2 Rev. G811
Poye10l8
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B, New Site {for nedy proposed areas, comolote section i) For nuady progossd ste, mak complated
appicaton 1o

County  Frankin Division of Aquacttare
msde-n:rsnumm

MMWWQ& Cove 5 ot

Size of Proposed Lease Area_ '8 acres Chimeiae. VS OACS gou

Shislowest waler depth st mean kow water__ & fut NO APPLICATION FEE IS DUE AT THIS TIME.

n
Deapest walar deplh 81 mean low waler fost For the SHA code. i Vol oo
Average at:
By gl ams—_u hitps Awww FOACS gowAgricubare-
Shelfish Harvest 16 IndusrwAcuaculiure’sh
is Laentonen Area-ClaszficatonShetfishrHaresting-

Do you own tha riparian upland property? ‘_‘!ﬂ&tp " st be siked i
Approved or Condtionally Approved

Oes 8o walers.

If “yes®" please aftach a copy of the deed and P folowing

Linear fest of property:

Lecal zoning and ific use:

If “no” plasse deacribe the locaticn of Access 10 the proposed lease site,
Thare i 3 yosth camp and bost fiunch # St George siwed Stae Park.

Approx. distance to nearest | 600 foet

For aress within 500 feet of a riparian landowner, a Ist of the names and addresses of each owner of property hying within
800 feet of the proposed area, as shown on the kles! county Lax assessment roll is equined 1o be inchuded in this
ApphcAlion packace

Comer coordinates for proposed area in Decimal Degroes (DO dddddd):

NE
SE
NN
Sw
A vidinity map cof the proposed area s dred to be d in this apph » The vicinity map may be hand

drawn of Competer ga ¢
See Attachment 1 for guidsnce and al & mini include the g ilems in the dag
Legend with applicant nama, county, water body and date.
Label the dimensions of the propased area.
0O rchude comer GPS coordinates in Decimal Dearees,

] Mustrate any natural djacent o the proposad site.

ow any bost navigation channels or pats in the immediate viciniy of o area.
Dy the &, Dollon tion &t the prop she (Le., sand, sit, mud, el ).
The , of the prop site Is mad.

FOACS-15102 Rev. 0818
Poge2ufs
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Brisfly deacribe pour reatong ko sekecling e proposed e (L8, subsrale [ype, cation, wabsr quakity, alc. ). The
proposed ara selecind should have minmom envirmnmental, social and use impaois {e.]., seagasses, natural shelfish
MRCURCaY, navgalion, recraston and commancial uses, ale).

The eoposed kease she 5 adjacent o existing commenial isases induding hose of Rattlesnake Cove Oysier
Compary. This has proved o ba an ideal location for growing Feaithy ayshers. with minimum impact io ecosyslems

and sumounding environmen. Thene would be a negigabie mpact on fishing and or recresfion in the ares s well.

This lccation is not rear any shellish reefs, # will not impesds or impact ary irasdiional shaitish harvesting or
recreational uses in the bay. Ratiosnake Cowe in the Apalachiccia Bay s nol near any prrvale property, nor bo my
knowiedge thers ane no seagrasses or protecied animal, plant or marine species in the kocalion.

List &y recreational and commercial usss of the propossd ama (=g, fshing, lounsm, elc. |

Thes aren wil ba used for oysbér aquacdlung a8 well as sarve for a Tshing ana

s s e potenial fmpacts of the prapassd whe on the sealagy of he area (including fish habilal, threatened and
andangared apasiss and wibar nlunsl reEEsrEEE s

To my ircsdedge thene would be no negative impact on fish habitat or ofher speces. The RCOC lease has ssen
Fenatiisl impacts nn the nnal enningy ke preriding 2 safe habitat ine oo idatinns af marine lis and ksininn in st

populations et had previously besn reduced.

Provice a statement explaning why the lease is in the public interest or & nol contrary to e public nberes.
Apsiarhicels o baran ar the spetae el of the sedd S A irs L bal Tardam | rially rewaban o
man, the nalursl harvesting af bivahes hag besn decimated. By obiining this iese, | hops o Falp restors a keysione
spacks o s natural habits and g @ bal i tha yatam in tha bay. In addiion to the ervironmental
aspecis, ogsler aquacullure B poslive for the lagal aconamy By bringing thasa nuintionaly and delicious bivahves back
For dock applcations, desoribe any aquacyllure-nalaled propesaad (A detalad and & wid it plan is
mguingd pursuant 1o subsection 18-29.021(1} id} (3], Flonda Adminsiratve Codel

0 Serrenerwial COrManegement Agresem

Prduclia) b b culifabad:
mee chica all Tal Apply
Clam [Mercenans so0.)
unran Wenus Clam (Macmogaliala ninbasal
FEEagtem Qyalar {Craekalres winginica)
Live Rock
Qihar

FOACE-15103 Rs. DG
Page 3ol 8

ATTACHMENT 13
PAGE 20



Dascrbe the aguacullure actviies 10 be conductad incuding planting and hanvesting actviies,

The oyster seed will be planted in fcating INTERMAS ficating bags. Througout the growing cydie of the biviaves, they
will be periodicaly =plit, culled. sorted and tumblad on a boat before being harvested at 3 inches or greater.

Effective cut Is req o be perk on all Hure leasos. Mini i adlivation is the planting of
100,000 seed clams o 70,000 se0d oSS par acre per year, Provida balow a o
induding the amount of product to be planted and harvestad each pasr throughou! the tem of e Base (Year 1-Yesr 10)

Yoar1 mo'wo
Yaar2 zoo'wo
300,000
300,000
300,000
400,000
400,000
400,000
veur3 400,000
vew 10 400,000

Yeard

Year 4

Yes 5

Year &

Yo 7

Yeur §

Describe the supply sourcs of 366d 10tk 0f FOCk produces.

Sead stock wil coma from @ vanaety of pref from W areas such as Alsbams, Preference
would be given to amy local hatchenes # they are sbis to produce 8 viable seed

Describe the af the after

Market sized oysters will be harvested and sold 1o local distributors, such 8% but not imited 1o Watar Streal Market
Seadood, for cisribulon 1o restsurants and retsl praferatially in Frankiin County, but beyond as noaded.

BART V- Progosed Gear Icomplete this section for all agglicasional

Descrbe the maximum dimension (egth x width x heiche) and characiaristics of T gear to be used (malerial type, wire
gauge, brand, & ).

INTERMAS Bags in 4mm, Smm, 14mm. and 18mm

4 Liver Floats

16.5" cabla tie; Zapco - heavy duty UV stanized cable te (L425mm 1,100 0.18 x W7.6mm x H1.8mm)
Helical anchar 60° 318" long Ine clip

38" leng line dip, stainless steal looped 600 1.75 end

144" shot cord, 500 1. spocl

Staniess stesl hooks, 2650

Hog rings: stainiess steel 816" taped
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Florida Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services
Division of Aguaculture

SOVEREIGNTY SUBMERGED LAND AQUACULTURE LEASE
Water Column Lease

NICOLE “NIKKI® FRIED
COMMISSIONER Section 252.71, Florida Stetutes

This Instrument Prepared by:
Division of Aquaculture

600 South Calhoun Street, Suite 217
Tallahasses, Florida 32355

BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE INTEENAL INPROVEMENT TRUST FUND
OF THE STATE OF FLORIDA

No.

THIS LEASE 15 hereby 13sued by the Board of Trustees of the Intemal Improvement Trust Fund of the State of Florida,
hereinafter referred to as the “Lessor”™

WITNESSETH: That for and in consideration of payment of the lease fees hereinafter provided, and the faithful and
timely performance of and compliance with all terms and conditions stated heremn, the Lessor doe: hereby lease to
heremafter desiznated as the “Lessee,” the soversignty lands described a3z follows:

A parcel } of sovereignty. submerged land Iying m the

Aguaculture Use Zone, near ,n County, Florida,
containing acres, more or less, of sovereignty, submerged lands described and shown
on Attachment

TO HAVE THE USE OF the heremabove described premizes for a2 period of tem years from
the effective date of thiz lease. The terms and conditions upon and for which this leass iz

granted are as follows:
1. The Lessee is hereby authorized to undertake aquaculture activities on the lands described above.

2 Lessee shall pay to Lessor an annmal fee of 8 reprezenting a base annual rental fee of $33 .46 per acre or
fraction thereof and an annual surcharge of $10.00 per acre or frachion thereof pursuant to rule 18-21.022, Flonida Admmistrative
Code (FAC). The annual fee and surcharge collected will be deposited in the General Inspection Trust Fund, pursuant to
sections 397.010(5)(b) and (7), F.5. The first vear's base rent and surcharge shall be paid to Lessor within 30 days of the effective
date of this lease. Thereafter base rent and surcharge shall be paid anmally to Lessor on or before January 1 of each succeeding
vear of the lease term. Lessee understands that from time to time the lease fee may be increased by the Lessor, and the Lesses
agrees to pay the ncreased lease fee, as adopted by the Board of Trustees.

3 Failure of the lessee to pay remt within 30 days of January 1 shall constitute ground for cancellation of the
leaze and forferture to the state of all works, improvements, and amimal and plant life n and upon the leased land and water
column.

4. The Lessee shall maintain complete and accurate production documents and shall provide same to Lessor upon
request.

FDACS-15410 Rev. 07/18
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3. Failure of the Lessee to perform effective cultivation, or otherwise comply with the terms of this lease, shall
constitute canse for termination of the lease and forfeiture to the State of all the works, improvements, and animal and plant Life in
and upon the leased land and water column. Effective cultivation shall consist of the reasonable and bona fide attempt to grow-
out ma density suitable for commercial harvesting, in accordance with the Lessee’s business plan submitted
to the Department of Agniculture and Consumer Services (hereafter “Department™) as part of the lease application and shall be
extended throughout the enfire  -year term of this lease.

6. This lease may be terminated upon the Lessee’s written request.

7. The Lesses, in accepting this lease, does hereby agree that no claim to title or interest to said lands hersinbefore
described shall be made by reason of the occupancy or use thereof and that all title or interest fo said land hereinbefore described
15 vested in the Lessor.

8. The Beard of Trustees will not approve lease transfers or assignments during the first five years of the lease
term. However, after five years from the effective date, Lessee, upon wiitten consent from the Lessor, may sublease, assign or
otherwise transfer the lease granted to the Lessee.

9. The Lessee shall neither pernut the sovereign lands described in this lease nor any part thereof to be used or
occupied for any purpose or business other than herein specified; nor shall the Lessee knowingly permit or suffer musances or
illegal operations of any kind on the sovereign lands descnbed i thas lease.

10. The Lessee agrees to maintain the sovereign lands described in this lease in good condifion in the interest of
public health safety and welfare. The Lessee agrees that the sovereign lands described in thus lease are subject to inspection by
the Lessor or its designated agent at any reasonable time.

11. The Lessee hereby covenants and agrees to investigate all claims of every mature at its expense, and to
mdemnify, defend, hold, and save harmless the Board of Trustees of the Internal Improvement Trust Fund, the State of Flonda,
and the Department from all claims, actions, lawsuits and demands ansing out of this lease or any activity conducted hereunder.
The Lessee further agrees to be solely responsble for any mnjury or property damage resulting from any property conditions or
activity on the leased area.

12. The Lessee agrees that upon expiration or termunation of this lease all permussion granted to vndertake the
activities, as described in paragraph 1 of this lease, shall cease and terminate, and Lessee shall immediately vacate and sumrender
possession of the premises to Lessor subject to the provisions of paragraph 23.

13. If requested by Lessee, this lease may be renewable for additional ten-yvear terms upon such ferms and
condifions as are acceptable o the parhes hereto. The request must be m wnting and delivered by the Lessee to the Lessor no
later than 90 days before the expiration date of the then existing lease agreement. Upon receipt of the request for an additional
term, the Department will either take final action on behalf of the Board of Trustees where the circumstances meet the delegation
provided to the Department by the Board or the Department will submut the Lessee’s request for an additional term to the Board of
Trustees for final action

14. WNeither failure or successive failures on the part of the Lessor to enforce any provision, nor any waiver or
successive walvers on its part of any provision herein, shall operate as a discharge thereof or render the same Inoperative or impair
the night of the Lessor to enforce the same upon any renewal thereof or in the event of subsequent breach or breaches.

15. The Lesses, by acceptance of this lease, binds itself to abide by the provisions and conditions herein set forth,
and said provisions and conditions shall be deemed covenants of the Lessee. In the event the Lesses fails or refuses to comply
with the provisions and conditions herein set forth, or in the event the Lessee violates any of the provisions and conditions herein,
except for the provisions of paragraph 23, this lease may be terminated by the Lessor after notice in writing by certified mail to the
Lessee. Upon receipt of such notice, the Lessee shall undertake to comect such noncompliance or violation for which the Lessor
has given notice to comect within 30 days of receipt of notice. In the event Lessee fails or refuses to timely cormect the viclation,
the Lessor, at its option, shall be entitled to termunate this lease and, if terminated, all rights of Lesses hereunder shall cease. All
costs, including reasconable attormey fees, incumed by the Lessor to enforce any provisions of this lease shall be paid by the Lessee.

S5LAL Moo -2
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The Lessee, by acceptance of this lease, agrees to accept service by certified mail of any notice required by this lease or Chapter
253,F 5., in addition to Chapter 18-14, Flonda Administrative Code (F.A.C.) at the following address:

ETREET OR F. (3. BOC MOk

Iy STATE P

The Lessee agrees to notify the Lessor by certified mail of any change in this address at least ten {10} days before the change 13
effective. If Lessese’s mail 1s refurned for any reason (unclaimed, umable fo deliver, no longer at address, etc.), and Lessor is
unable to locate Lessee, Lessor has the option of canceling the lease.

16. The Lessee agrees to assume all responsibility for liabilifies that accrue to the subject property or to the
improvements thereof, including any and all special assessments or taxes of every kind and descniption which are now or may be
hereafter lawfully assessed and levied against the subject property and associated improvements during the effective period of this
lease.

17. Unless the mooring of a security vessel is specifically approved n writing by Lessor, no security vessel shall be
moored on or adjacent to the lease area. Lesses further agrees that no vessel required to be registered or titled under Flonida law
shall be allowed to moor or dock within or adjacent to, or otherwise use the area described within this lease umless such vessel 13
registered or titled in accordance with Chapters 327 and 328, F 5. Lessee agrees that no vessel of any description shall be moored
on or adjacent to the leased premises for a period exceeding twenty-four hours, imrespective of whether the vessel 1s peniodically
moved, unless authorized by the terms of this lease.

18. NOTICE: The undertaking of any unauthorized activities, including the erection or placement of amy
permanent or temporary structures, shall constitute a violation of Chapter 233, F.5., and subject the Lessee to administrative fines
under Chapter 18-14, F A C, and the terms of this lease. Any such violation may result in the imposition of administrative fines,
judgment for damages. and/or the termination of this lease.

19. As a condition to obtaining this lease, the Lessee hereby agrees not to discriminate against any individual
becanse of that individual’s race, color, religion, sex, national origin, age, handicap, or marital status with respect to any activity
occumng within the area subject to this lease or upon lands adjacent to and used as an adjunct of the area descnbed within this
lease.

20. Lessor and Lessee agree that Lessor has venue privilege as to any liigation ansing from matters relating to this
lease. Therefore, any such litigation between Lessor and Lessee shall be intiated and maintained only in Leon County, Florida.

21 This lease is the entire and only lease between the parties. Its provisions are not severable. Any amendment or
modification to this lease nmst be in writing and must be accepted, acknowledged and executed by the Lessee and Lessor.

2. This lease shall be deemed to have been executed and entered into in the State of Flonida. Any dispute arising
hersumder shall be governed by the laws of the State of Florida. This lease shall be binding on and shall inure to the benefit of the
heirs, executors, admimistrators and assigns of the parties hereto, but nothing contained in this paragraph shall be construed as a
consent by Lessor to any assignment of this Lease or any interest therein by Lessee.

23 Lessee shall remove all works, equipment, structures and improvements from the sovereign lands described in
this lease within 60 days following the date of expiration or termuination of this lease. Lessee shall also provide to the Department
an attestation statement from a third party, acceptable by the Lessor, verifying that all works, equpment, structures and
improvements have been removed. Failure to remove all equipment and improvements within 60 days and provide the
attestation statement may result in cancellation of all other agquaculture submerged land leases held by Lessee and Lessee will
be prolubited from executing, acquining, subletting, or the authonized use of any state owned agquaculture submerged land lease
for ten years from date of cancellation of the lease in which the works, equipment. stuctures and improvements were not
removed.

S5LAL Mo A0
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24

The Lesses shall be bound by present and future enactments in Flonida law as expressed in Chapter 253, F.5., or

elsewhere in Florida Statutes, and by present and future provisions of the Flonda Administrative Code prommlgated thereunder,
and by any present and future enactments adopted by the Board of Trustees pertaining to this lease agreement.

25.

Conviction of a vielation of Chapter 597, F.5., and/or mle 5L-1, F.AC., or other mles pronmlgated by the

Department, or the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Comnussion, may be cause for this lease to be terminated without
further notice to Lessee and shall result in the forfeiture to Lessor of the works, improvements, and shellfish in and upon the

leased premuses.
26.

a)

b}

c)

d}

€}

SPECTAT TEASE CONDITIONS

Pursuant to Chapter 233.71 (7), F.5., lease agreements may contain special lease conditions that provide for
flexibility in surveying and posting lease boundarnies, incorporate conditions necessary to 1ssue permits pursuant
to Part IV of Chapter 373, F.5. and Chapter 403, F.5., and provide for special activities related to aquaculture
and resource management.

(1 Pursuant to Chapter 397, F.5. authorized activities include, but are not limited to, planting shellfish
cultivated from eggs, transplanting live stocks, placement of cultch material, harvesting shellfish the
mstallation and removal of nets, bags, or other devices, and the placement of markers that designate
the comers and perimeters of the culture area.

2) All culture materials, cover nets, bags or other designated markers placed on or in the water shall be
clean and free of pollutants; including petroleum products such as creosote, oils and greases. or other
pollutants. Compounds used as preservatives must be used in accordance with product label.

(3 Culture materials (cultch) placed on the grow-out area mmst be a surtable substance for attachment of
oyster larvae: such as natural molluscan shells; fossilized shell; fossilized coral and other aquatic
orgamsms; lithic materials, such as cushed and graded limestone, granite, and gravel which contain
calcium carbonate and/or fossilized organisms; or recycled matenials which contam lithic fractions and
caleium carbonate, including crushed and graded concrete. Exceptions to this list of generally
accepted cultch materials must be specifically approved and identified within the aquaculture lease

agreement.

4) Bags and'or frays used in the culture operation shall be removed from the water during all mechanical
cleaming, maintenance and repair operations. Mechanical or hydraulic devices shall not be used below
the water for the cleaning of the submerged structures. The Lessee may use hand tools for cleaning
shellfish bags. and other structures under water.

The Lesses agrees that mechanical harvesting is prohibited on the lease site, unless expressly approved in this
lease agreement.

No aguaculture activities will be allowed over bottoms that contain biclogical resources consisting of
submerged seagrass comnmmities, naturally occumng oyster and clam beds, corals, attached sponges or
attached macro manne algae beds.

The Lesses shall, prior to commencement of the aquaculture activities on the approved lease site, and no later
than 120 days from the date of such approval, provide to the Lessor a Department of Environmental Protection,
Drvision of State Lands approved survey and legal descniption of the parcel to be mcluded mn the lease. If an
acceptable survey is not received from the Lessee within 120 days it may be cause for immediate termination of
the lease.

The Lessee shall, within 90 days from the date of execution of this lease, properly post the lease boundaries to
delineate the comers and penmeters of the lease. Except for the comer, Lessee must nstall and
maintain a buoy or post at each of the remaming lease comers of the lease area. Markers shall be installed in a
consistent manner (Le., utilizing all buoys, or all posts on site). Lessee shall apply for a Prvate Aids to
Navigation permit from the US Coast Guard and comply with all provisions of the permit fo warn marners
passing n the vicinity of the lease of the potential hazards to navigation.

SSLAL Me. -A-
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(1) A comer marker is required fo be installed on the _ comer of this lease. Unless different marking
requirements are presciibed by the USCG Provate Aids to Navigaton permit. the comer marker nmst
meet all requirements of this section. The comer marker shall be a sign (3' x 3" In size) fastened to a
PVC pole at least six-inches in diameter. The sign must be a yellow background and include: (a) the
letter *___ " in twelve-inch black letters, and (b} a two-inch border using international yellow reflective
tape. The PVC pole must contain: (a) the relative geographic position _ for the comer in two-inch
black letters, and (b) parcel mumber or FDACS Lease No. _ -AQ-_ in two-inch black
letters. The bottom of the sign shall extend a minimum of three-faet above the mean high water mark

2) Buoys must be white with imtemnational crange bands of reflective tape with black block characters at
least one-inch in height and include each comer designation (1.e., NE, NW, SE, and SW) and parcel
number or FDACS Lease No.  -AQ- . Each buoy must be maintained upright at a
munimum height of 14-inches above the mean high water mark.

(3) Posts must contain a field at least 2-1/2" wide and 10" long. The background shall be white with
mternational orange bands of reflective tape above and below the field Parcel munber or
FDACS Lease No. __ -AQ-_ and each comer designation (1.e., NE, NW, 5E, and SW) shall be
displayed in black block characters of at least one-inch in height  The bottom of the identifying field
on the post shall extend a mimmum of 18-inches above the mean high water mark. Posts may be
made from carsonite, fiberglass, and/or PVC.

4 For theft prevention, you may install a sign with a white background and include: (a) the language
“HARVESTING PROHIBITED EXCEPT BY LESSEE” in one-inch black letters; (b) the “circle
symbel” using international orange reflective tape; and (¢} a two-inch border using infemational
orange reflective tape. The bottom of the sign shall extend a mimimum of three-feet above the mean
high water mark.

This lease authorizes use of the enfire water column, from surface to bottom for the purpose of culturing
shellfish m off-bottom or floating structures. The Lessee’s identification information shall be attached to all
culturing structures. In the event that culturing structures become dislodged from the lease site, it is the
Lessee’s responsibility to retrieve the structures from the shoreline, seagrass beds, or submerged bottom
anywhere within the aquatic preserve with mimmal damage to the resources affected. The structures shall be
removed and properly disposed of or retumed fo the lease site.

The Lessee, and any sublessee andfor authorized user, mmst possess and maintain a valid Agquaculture
Ceriificate of Registraion from the Department of Agniculture and Consumer Services pursuant to Chapter
597004, FS. As certified, the Lessee, sublessee and authonzed user shall implement the best management
prachees adopted m Chapter 51-3, F A C.

The Lessee shall employ “best management practices™ to protect endemic shellfish populations from the
potential mnfroduction and tfransfer of diseases. The best management practices shall be employed duning all
preduction and transport phases to provide responsible resource management, and reduce or eliminate the nsk
of disease infroduction or transfer. Best management practices will include but not be limited to the following
ProvISIOns.

(1) The source of brood stock for seed stocks to be cultured shall be from native stocks. Lessee shall
provide documentation to the Depariment stating that seed stocks are from native brood stocks. The
Lessee shall obtain such documentation from the hatchery or nursery from which seed stocks are
obtained. Hatchery-reared seed stocks may not be obtained from facilities that cannot document the
use of native (Tegional) stocks in their brood stock and genetic programs.

2) The Lessee shall provide documentation that seed stocks are free of diseases that may threaten
endemmc populations. Such documentation should be obtammed from the hatchery or mursery from
which the seed stocks were obtained. Seed stocks, obtained from hatcheries or murseries located
outside of the specific region referenced in section 26, h. (1). of this lease mmst be certified by a
recognized shellfish pathologist as free of diseases that may threaten endemic populations.

SSLAL Mo. A
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i)

k)

I

m}

(3 The documentation required in section 26, h. (2], of this lease, as well as the source and destination,
st accompany each shipment of seed stocks and market size shellfish. and a record of all documents
and transactions shall be maintamed by the Lessee and submutted to the Department m the annual
Affidavit for Audit (FDACS form 15104) no later than 43 days from the date of the request for the
mnformation. Shellfish seed stocks, for the purpoese of this section, shall be defined as shellfish that are
less than ten percent of market-size or require a minimmum of six months to reach market-size.

Shellfish aquaculture products from certified aquaculture operations may be possessed, transported and sold
when such shellfish are segregated in distinct containers, with each container being appropriately labeled as to
source and certificate of registration number.

(1) The Lessee shall obtain autherization from the Department to transplant market-size shellfish stocks
from leases that are temporanly closed to direct-to-market sale. The Lessee shall document that the
receiving lease s closed for direct-to-market sale of shellfish for at least 30 days when market-size
shellfish are obtained from another lease that is closed for direct-to-market sale at the tme of the
transaction. Shellfish agquaculture products which are harvested from a lease that is temporanly closed
to direct-to-market sale shall be documented as to date of harvest and transport. The authorization to
transplant may inclide requirements for bacteriological analyses.

2) Transplanting or relaying wild shellfish stocks to a lease is prohibited.

Shellfish aquaculture products which are harvested from the lease for direct-fo-market sales for human
consumption shall comply with all applicable provisions of Chapter 597, F.5., Chapter 5L-1, FAC., and any
other applicable provisions of law and administrative code.

The Lessee shall perform the aquaculture activities in such a manner that will not have an adverse impact on
significant resource habitats such as seagrass beds or on endangered species such as manatees and sea turtles.

If the activity and/or gear proposed by the lessee are not covered under the Department’s Programmatic General
Pernut (SAJ-99) for Live Fock and Manne Bivalve Agquaculture, the Lessee will need to apply for an
individual permut from the Army Corps of Engineers and comply with all provisions of the permit.
Specifications regarding placement, type and fimction of appliances and devices used in culture practices and
predator exclusion should be expressly approved by the Division of Aquaculture.

If prehistoric or listomic artifacts, such as pottery or ceramucs, projectile points, dugout canoes, metal
implements, historic building matenals. or any other physical remains that could be associated with Native
Amencan, early European, or American settlement are encountered at any time within the project site area, the
permitted project shall cease all activities involving subsurface dishwrbance in the vicimity of the discovery. The
Lessee shall contact the Florida Department of State, Division of Historical Resources, Compliance Feview
Section at (830/245-6333). Project activities shall not resume without verbal and/or wrtten authorization. In
the event that unmarked human remains are encountered dunng pernutted activities, all work shall stop
immediately and the proper authorities notified in accordance with Section 872.03, F.5.

(Femainder of page intentionally left blank)
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“LESSEE™

By
Omgmal Signature of Lessee or Executing Authonity

Typed Printed Name of Lessee or Executing Authority

As:
{If Lessee 15 a corporation, please enter capacity m which
Executing Authonty is authonized to sign, 1.e, President,
Wice President, etc )

STATEOF
COUNTY OF

The foregoing instrument was acknowledged before me this day of .20 ;
by . who is personally known to me. or who has
produced a as 1dentification.

Notary Public (SEAL)
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BOARD OF TEUJSTEES OF THE INTERENAL
IVPROVEMENT TRIUST FURD OF THE STATE OF FLORIDA

(SEAL)

By:
Joev B. Hicks, Diractor, Division of Advumstration
Department of Apniculture and Consumer Services, Designes
For the Board of Trustzes of the Infernal Improvenent Trust Fund

“LESS0F”
STATE OF FLORIDA
COUNTY OF LEON
The foragomg instroment was acknowladzed before me this day of , 20 by

Joev B. Hicks, Director, or his designee, Dirvizion of Admumiztration, who 1= personzlly known to me.

Notary Public (SEAL)
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