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Revised: 9/22/2022 

MEMORANDUM

TO: Angel O'Connor, GOC III, BRES, DSL
FROM: STEPHANIE BAKER, Senior Appraiser, Bureau of Appraisal 
APPROVED BY: Jay Scott, Chief, Bureau of Appraisal 
SUBJECT: Appraisal Approval Memorandum 
DATE: June 7, 2023  

Project: Natural Bridge Timberlands 
B/A File No.: 23-8542 
County: Leon and Jefferson 

Fee Appraisers: (1) William E. Carlton, MAI, SRA Date of Value: (05/09/2023) 

(2) Steven A. Griffith, MAI, SRA Date of Value: (05/09/2023) 

Review Appraiser: Rhonda A. Carroll, MAI, AI-GRS Date of Review: (06/07/2023) 

Owner 
Land Size 

(Acres) 
Appraised 

Values 
Maximum Value Divergence 

American Land and Ag 
Holdings, LLC 

5,454 
(1) $13,635,000

$13,635,000 13.63% 
(2) $12,000,000 

COMMENTS ON DIVERGENCE:
The divergence in value falls within the acceptable range as indicated in 18-1.006, Florida Administrative Code. 

SUMMARY OF COMMENTS:
An administrative review of the appraisals and the attached appraisal review memorandum performed for the 
above referenced property has been conducted. 

The contract review appraiser conducted a �technical review� which is a detailed review of the appraisals of the 
above referenced property.  In the technical review, the review appraiser provides a certification indicating that 
the appraisal reports and the appraisal review were performed in accordance with the Uniform Standards of 
Professional Appraisal Practice as well as with the current edition of the Supplemental Appraisal Standards for 
the Board of Trustees. 

The review appraiser�s memorandum and comments as to the content and appropriateness of the methods, 
techniques and data are accepted.  The review appraiser states that the appraisal reports comply with the required 
standards and are approved as reviewed. 

Staff Appraiser Chief Appraiser 
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DATE:  June 7, 2023 

TO: Stephanie Baker, Senior Appraiser 

Bureau of Appraisal 

FROM: Rhonda A. Carroll, MAI, AI-GRS 

Fee Review Appraiser 

Carroll Appraisal Company, Inc. 

SUBJECT: Natural Bridge Timberlands 

B/A File #23-8542 

American Land and Ag Holdings, LLC 

Leon and Jefferson Counties, Florida 

As requested, I have made a field review and technical review of the appraisal reports for the parcel 

referenced above.   The first appraisal was prepared by William E. Carlton, MAI, SRA.  The 

report is dated June 2, 2023, and reflects a date of value of May 9, 2023.  The second appraisal 

was prepared by Steven A. Griffith, MAI, SRA.  Mr. Griffith’s report is dated June 7, 2023, and 

also reflects a date of value of May 9, 2023.   

GENERAL INFORMATION AND SCOPE OF REVIEW 

The fee simple interest was appraised, subject to existing easements of record.  The purpose of 

the appraisals was to provide an opinion of the current market value of the property. The scope of 

this review included inspecting the subject property and all comparable sales which were relied 

upon in forming the opinions of the value of the property. The appraisal reports were reviewed to 

determine their completeness, accuracy, adequacy, relevance, and reasonableness. Where 

necessary, revisions were requested for clarification/corrections in the appraisals, and this review 

report reflects my opinions after corrections have been received. In conducting my review analysis, 

I reviewed sales records to ascertain if there were any additional sales which the appraisers should 

have considered in their reports, and I did not locate any sales which I felt were more relevant.  

I possess geographic competence as I have been appraising real estate in this area for over 35 years. 

By way of signing this review memorandum, I am concurring with the analysis and conclusions 

in the appraisals. The appraisals were reviewed to determine their compliance with Supplemental 

Appraisal Standards for Board of Trustees, revised March 2016, and the Uniform Standards of 

Professional Appraisal Practice (2021-2022), extended to December 31, 2023. 
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MEMORANDUM 

Stephanie Baker 

June 7, 2023 

Page Two (2) 

After revisions, the appraisals comply with minimum appraisal standards as stated in both 

publications. By way of signing this review memorandum, the appraisals are complete, and I have 

formed the opinion that the appraisals are well supported. 

The following table summarizes the value conclusions reached by the appraisers: 

Appraiser Size Unit value Final Concluded Value 

Carlton 5,454 acres $2,500/Acre $13,635,000 

Griffith 5,454 acres $2,200/Acre $12,000,000 

The divergence between the appraisers’ value is 13.63%. 

OWNER OF RECORD 

American Land and Ag Holdings, LLC 

PO Box 6165 

Lakeland, Florida 33807 

BREIF DESCRIPTION OF TRACT 

The property consists of approximately 5,454 acres of recreation/timber/possible future rural 

residential land located in the southeast corner of Leon County and in mid-west Jefferson County 

in the Natural Bridge/Fanlew Communities. The property is located approximately 15 miles 

southeast of Tallahassee and nine miles southwest of Wacissa in Jefferson County, at the 

Leon/Jefferson County line. Monticello, which is the Jefferson County seat, is located 

approximately 24 miles northeast. 

PRIOR SALES PAST FIVE YEARS/CURRENT LISTING HISTORY 

American Land and Ag Holdings, LLC purchased the property in late February 2022 in two 

acquiring deeds. The portion of the property in Leon County (some 4,375.1 acres) was purchased 

for $8,200,000. The portion of the property in Jefferson County (some 1,084.2 acres) was 

purchased for $2,050,000. Total selling price was $10,250,000. 

The property has not been actively listed for sale. However, the asking price to DEP, according to 

Ms. Julie Morris of Florida Conservation Group, is $3,550 per acre or $19,361,700. 
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MEMORANDUM 

Stephanie Baker 

June 7, 2023 

Page Three (3) 

CLIENT 

The client of the appraisals and of the review is the Bureau of Appraisal of the Department of 

Environmental Protection.  

INTENDED USE/INTENDED USERS 

The intended use of the appraisals is to assist the client and the intended users in making decisions 

regarding the potential acquisition of the subject parcel. The intended users of the appraisal are the 

Bureau of Appraisal of the Florida Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) and the Board 

of Trustees of the Internal Improvement Trust Fund of the State of Florida (TIITF). There are no 

other authorized users of the reports.  

The intended use of this appraisal review is to assist the reader in forming an opinion regarding 

the reliability of the appraisals under review and to address compliance with the applicable 

appraisal standards. 

PURPOSE OF THE REVIEW 

The purpose of the review is to form an opinion as to the completeness and appropriateness of the 

methodology and techniques utilized to form an opinion as to the value of the subject property and 

to assure that the appraisals conform to the Uniform Standards of Professional Appraisal Practice 

(USPAP) and Supplemental Appraisal Standards for the Board of Trustees (SASBOT). 

EXTRAORDINAY ASSUMPTIONS 

An assumption, directly related to a specific assignment, as of the effective date of the assignment 

results, which, if found to be false, could alter the appraiser’s opinions or conclusions. Comment: 

Extraordinary assumptions presume as fact otherwise uncertain information about physical, legal, 

or economic characteristics of the subject property; or about conditions external to the property, 

such as market conditions or trends; or about the integrity of data used in an analysis. 

Mr. Carlton has made the following Extraordinary Assumption: “The property has significant 

stands of merchantable pine timber, some merchantable hardwood, and significant stands of pre-

merchantable pine. A recent timber cruise by a consulting forester is not available on the property 

as of the appraisal date. The property owner, American Land and Ag Holdings, LLC, provided an 

estimate of the timber value based upon a September 2021 Cruise that was updated to the current 

date by Mr. Jim Karels, of Karels Forestry and Fire Consulting, LLC. I assume the value estimate 

provided by Mr. Karels is accurate and correct and reliable within normal limits. The market value 

estimate may change if timber volumes and stumpage prices vary from what has been reported.” 

This is a reasonable assumption for Mr. Carlton to make.  Mr. Griffith has not made any 

extraordinary assumptions in the appraisal. There are no extraordinary assumptions in the review. 

ATTACHMENT 6 
PAGE 28



MEMORANDUM 

Stephanie Baker 

June 7, 2023 

Page Four (4) 

HYPOTHETICAL CONDITIONS 

A condition directly related to a specific assignment, which is contrary to what is known by the 

appraiser to exist on the effective date of the assignment results but is used for the purpose of 

analysis. Comment: Hypothetical conditions are contrary to known facts about physical, legal, or 

economic characteristics of the subject property; or about conditions external to the property, such 

as market conditions or trends; or about the integrity of data used in an analysis.  There are no 

hypothetical conditions in the appraisals or in the review of the appraisals.  

NEIGHBORHOOD DESCRIPTION 

The neighborhood is located at the southeast corner of Leon County and the middle-southwest part 

of Jefferson County approximately 15-20 miles southeast of Tallahassee and nine miles southwest 

of Wacissa in Jefferson County. Monticello, which is the Jefferson County seat, is located 

approximately 24 miles northeast. 

Access to the area is generally good. U. S. Highways 27/19 runs from Perry, Florida northwest to 

Capps in Jefferson County with U. S. Highway 19 splitting off and running north from Capps 

through Monticello up into Georgia. U. S. Highway 27 continues on the west to Tallahassee at the 

Capps intersection. U. S. Highway 27 is a divided four lane highway. Locally, State Road 59 

(Gamble Road) runs north to Interstate Highway 10 and Lloyd and south to U. S. Highway 98. 

Fanlew Road runs off State Road 59 southwest to Newport in Wakulla County. 

Natural Bridge Road runs from County Road 59 in Jefferson County west to Woodville in Leon 

County. Old Plank Road crosses Natural Bridge Road and runs north to Tram Road in Leon County 

and south to Newport and U. S. Highway 98 in Wakulla County. 

Land uses in the neighborhood are primarily recreational, rural residential and agricultural in 

nature. Much of Leon and Jefferson County consists of timber/agricultural land. Mid-sized 

commercial and office uses are located to the south in Tallahassee. There are rural residential uses 

within the neighborhood. 

It is anticipated the neighborhood will experience little growth although there is some demand for 

single family homes on small acreage tracts. It is unlikely that the land use of the subject will 

change in the near future. No economic change is expected in the area, which would change the 

highest and best use. The general character of the neighborhood should remain stable for several 

years to come. 

The appraisers have provided good descriptions of the neighborhood in the appraisals, with 

detailed descriptions of boundaries, linkages and near-by uses. 
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MEMORANDUM 

Stephanie Baker  

June 7, 2023 

Page Five (5) 

SITE DESCRIPTION 

The total site is irregular in shape with approximately 4.4 miles of frontage on the north side of 

Natural Bridge Road and 0.3 miles of frontage on the west side of Fanlew Road. Natural Bridge 

Road and Fanlew Road are two-lane, paved public roads. 

Access is by Natural Bridge Road, a two-lane, public paved road. The access is considered good 

since there is a significant amount of road frontage. Public access is also provided by Fanlew Road. 

The site is generally level and is similar to most other sites in the area. According to FEMA Panels 

12073C0470F, 12073C0480F, 12073C0490F all dated August 18, 2009, and 12065C0375C dated 

February 5, 2014, approximately 65% of the subject is located in Zone “A”, an area prone to 

flooding. According to maps provided by DEP, approximately 2,237 acres (or 41%) of the subject 

property is in wetlands and classified as non plantable area. 

Utilities within the neighborhood include public electricity available from either Talquin Electric 

Cooperative or Tri-County Electric Cooperative. Water supply within the neighborhood is by well 

and sewage disposal by septic tank. 

Based on a timber inventory of the merchantable and pre-merchantable planted pine completed as 

of September 2021 and an estimate based on field review and area norms of the natural wetland 

and upland resource, the estimated timber value standing on the property is: $4,175,128.00 

($766.47/tract acre). The break-down is as follows: Merchantable planted pine $1,840,938.00 

Premerchantable planted pine $2,173,080.00 Natural hardwood wetland timber $ 150.000.00 

Natural hardwood upland timber $ 11,110.00 Total timber value $4,175,128.00. According to Mr. 

Jim Karels, Forester, a 4% annual growth should be applied which results in a current value of 

$797 per acre. 

The appraisers have provided good descriptions of the site in their appraisals.  Additionally, they 

have been provided a reasonable estimate of the timber value of the site and have considered these 

figures in their valuation.  

ZONING/FUTURE LAND USE 

The zoning is Rural in Leon County, (one unit per ten acres), and AGRI-20 in Jefferson County, 

(one unit per twenty acres).  

EASEMENTS, RESERVATIONS AND RESTRICTIONS 

Public paved road access is on Natural Bridge Road and Fanlew Road, both county- maintained 

roads. There are common road easements with adjoining property owners along the outer perimeter 

of the property plus a common easement with the Black Creek Tract running north-south at the 

Leon/ Jefferson line. There are no known easements that would adversely affect the use of the 

property. 
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Stephanie Baker  

June 7, 2023 

Page Six (6) 

ASSESSMENT INFORMATION (2022) 

The following table reflects the assessment information for the subject parcel: 

MAPS AND EXHIBITS 

On the following pages are maps depicting the general location of the property. 
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The photos on the next several pages were taken at the time of the inspection and are from the 

Griffith report. 
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Page Fifteen (15) 

HIGHEST AND BEST USE-BEFORE 

The concept of highest and best use is based upon the premise that a property should be valued 

based on the use which will produce the highest market value and the greatest financial return. 

This use must be legally permissible, physically possible, financially feasible and maximally 

productive. 

The appraisers were provided a preliminary plat by the owner which shows plans to develop the 

property into a rural subdivision known as Natural Bridge Sportsmen’s Club. The plat calls for 

204 lots of 10 acres or more, with the size of the lots being 10 acres to 20 acres in Leon County 

and the lots larger in Jefferson County. Additionally, there are three very large public or common 

areas. 

Mr. Carlton stated that “given the location of the property, the size of the property, shape, soil 

conditions, presence of wetlands and uplands, and surrounding land uses, I feel the highest and 

best use of the property is continued recreation use, ancillary timber production, and the possible 

future sell-off of approximately 10 tracts with an average size of 500 acres.” 

Mr. Griffith concluded the highest and best would be for continued use as a recreational and timber 

tract but does acknowledge that there is some eventual possibility of limited residential use.  He 

states there is no demand at this time, however.  

Given the location of the tract, neither appraiser was of the opinion that there is adequate demand 

for the development as proposed by the owners for the 204-lot subdivision.  Both appraisers 

recognize the possible development potential of the tract currently, however Mr. Carlton indicates 

more of a demand, while Mr. Griffith feels there is minimal, if any, demand.  Based on my 

familiarity with the area and current trends, I think either conclusion is reasonable, as both 

appraisers recognize the (eventual) development potential of the tract. 

VALUATION 

For agricultural tracts with an estimated highest and best use for recreational/timber/agricultural 

and rural residential purposes, the most applicable approach is the Direct Sales Comparison 

Approach. This approach has as its premise a direct comparison of the subject property with recent 

sales of similar acreage parcels in the area. 
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CARLTON APPRAISAL 

Mr. Carlton considered four sales in his analysis.  His sales occurred between December 2021 

and June 2022.  The sales ranged in size from approximately 500.32 acres to approximately 

5,447.2 acres (previous sale of the subject).  Prior to adjustments, the sales ranged in price from 

$1,882 (prior sale of the subject) to $3,001 per acre. Mr. Carlton concluded that since the sales 

were somewhat dated, he applied a time adjustment of one-half percent per month or 6% per year 

to the sales.  Mr. Carlton considered adjustments for property rights, financing, conditions of sale, 

market conditions, access, location, zoning, size, utilities, floodplain/wetlands, soil, water amenity, 

conservation easement, highest and best use, timber, and improvements. After adjustments, the 

indicated values of the sales were $2,501, $2,749, $2,782, and $1,967 per acre. He ultimately 

placed relatively equal weight on all four sales and concluded $2,500 per acre or $13,635,000. 

Mr. Carlton’s conclusions are reasonable, and they are well supported. His sales share the same 

highest and best use as the subject. 

GRIFFITH APPRAISAL 

Mr. Griffith analyzed four sales which ranged in size from 1,257.92 acres to 8,675 acres.  The 

sales occurred between March 2021 and July 2022.  Prior to adjustments, the sales ranged in price 

per acre from $1,556 to $2,948.  Mr. Griffith considered adjustments for rights transferred, 

financing, conditions of sale, expenditures after sale, market conditions, location, size, highest and 

best use, wetlands, topography, improvements, timber and zoning.  He applied qualitative 

adjustments to the sales and concluded that one sale was inferior, two sales were similar and one 

sale was superior.  Mr. Griffith concluded a value of $2,200 per acre.  This reflected a value 

indication of $11,998,800.  This figure was rounded for $12,000,000.  Mr. Griffith’s conclusion 

is reasonable and is well supported. His sales share the same highest and best use as the subject. 

The following table summarizes the value conclusions reached by the appraisers: 

Appraiser Size Unit value Final Concluded Value 

Carlton 5,454 acres $2,500/Acre $13,635,000 

Griffith 5,454 acres $2,200/Acre $12,000,000 

The divergence between the appraisers’ value is 13.63%. 
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The scope of the review involves developing an opinion to address the five specific qualities in the 

work under review.  These include completeness, accuracy, adequacy, relevance and 

reasonableness. 

• Completeness:  Both appraisal reports satisfy the requirements of the Supplemental

Appraisal Standards for the Board of Trustees and the Uniform Standards of Professional

Appraisal Practice.  The scope of my review did not include that I conclude any opinions

of value.

• Accuracy:  Overall, the reports meet the general requirements described in the appraisal

instructions specific to the assignment and accurately reflect the assignment conditions.

The math and analysis contained within the reports under review is accurate.  The reports

accurately discuss the approaches to value used, and those not used.  The valuation

methodologies used are appropriate and correctly applied.

• Adequacy:  The work presented in each appraisal report meets the minimum requirements

for its intended use.  Following the stated scope of work in the appraisals, and in

compliance with the Supplemental Appraisal Standards for the Board of Trustees (March

2016), the documentation, verification, information, data, support and analysis in each

report is adequate and meets minimum requirements.

• Relevance:  Overall, the appraisal reports contain significant data and reasonable analysis

that is appropriate and relevant to the conclusions and opinions. The Sales Comparison

Approach was relevant and applicable in both appraisal reports, as it mirrors the thinking

of buyers and sellers in the marketplace.  Qualitative analysis of the subject and sales was

used in both appraisals, in which the appraisers relied upon logical reasoning to

differentiate the magnitude of a positive or negative adjustment in areas which required

adjustment.  Neither appraiser considered the Cost or Income approach to value, as they

were not considered relevant to the valuation of vacant land.

• Reasonableness:  The data, analyses, conclusions, and opinions of value in both reports

are considered reasonable and adequately supported overall.
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FINAL CONCLUSIONS 

The appraisers did not use any of the same sales in their analysis. Despite this fact, their values 

differ by less than 14%.  This adds credibility to their analysis and this divergence is well within 

acceptable parameters. Mr. Carlton concluded the site had a higher likelihood of being developed, 

(with large acreage tracts) while Mr. Griffith did not feel there was any demand at this time or in 

the near future for subdividing/developing the tract.  In both analyses, the sales shared the same 

highest and best use as that of the subject tract. Both appraisers relied upon the sales comparison 

approach.  Mr. Carlton applied a time adjustment to the sales, while Mr. Griffith did not.  Mr. 

Carlton provided adequate support for the adjustment, but there is not enough evidence to indicate 

that it was required, given the nature of the sales.  

Based on these conclusions, I find both appraisal reports for the subject property to be reasonably 

supported, appropriately analyzed, and adequately performed in accordance with generally 

accepted appraisal practices.  Further, I find the opinions of value to be credible and adequately 

supported given the scope of work, and the intended use of the appraisal. 

Therefore, it is my opinion that the appraisals adequately meet the requirements of the 

Supplemental Appraisal Standards for Board of Trustees, revised March 2016, the Uniform 

Standards of Professional Appraisal Practice (2020-2021), effective until December 31, 2023. 

THE REVIEWER APPROVES THE APPRAISAL REPORTS 
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CERTIFICATION 

I certify that, to the best of my knowledge and belief: 

• The statements of fact contained in this report are true and correct.

• The reported analyses, opinions, and conclusions are limited only by the reported assumptions and limiting conditions and

are my personal, impartial, and unbiased professional analyses, opinions, and conclusions.

• I have no present or prospective interest in the property that is the subject of the work under review and no personal interest

with respect to the parties involved.

• I have no bias with respect to the property that is the subject of the work under review or to the parties involved with this

assignment.

• My engagement in this assignment was not contingent upon developing or reporting predetermined results.

• My compensation is not contingent on an action or event resulting from the analyses, opinions, or conclusions in this review

or from its use.

• My compensation for completing this assignment is not contingent upon the development or reporting of predetermined

assignment results or assignment results that favors the cause of the client, the attainment of a stipulated result, or the

occurrence of a subsequent event directly related to the intended use of this appraisal review.

• I have performed no services, as an appraiser or in any other capacity, regarding the subject of the work under review within

the three-year period immediately preceding the agreement to perform this assignment.

• My analyses, opinions, and conclusions were developed, and this report has been prepared, in conformity with the Uniform

Standards of Professional Appraisal Practice.

• I have the knowledge of the assignment and the competency to determine the market value of the property assigned.  I hold

the MAI and AI-GRS review designations of the Appraisal Institute.  I am certified in the State of Florida.

• I have not made a personal inspection of the subject of the work under review.

• No one provided significant appraisal or appraisal review assistance to the person signing this certification.

• The reported analyses, opinions, and conclusions were developed, and this report has been prepared in conformity with the

Code of Professional Ethics and Standards of Professional Appraisal Practice of the Appraisal Institute.

• The use of this report is subject to the requirements of the Appraisal Institute relating to review by its duly authorized

representatives.

• As of the date of this report, I have completed the continuing education program for Designated Members of the Appraisal

Institute. I am certified under this program through December 2023. The review is subject to the requirements of the Appraisal

Institute relating to review by its duly authorized representatives.

• The appraisals reviewed are in substantial compliance with USPAP, and SASBOT, as well as Rule 18-1.006, Florida

Administrative Code (FAC).

The appraisals reviewed are in substantial compliance with the Uniform Standards of Professional Appraisal 

Practice, the Supplemental Appraisal Standards for the Board of Trustees, as well as Rule 18-1.006, Florida 

Administrative Code (FAC).  

June 7, 2023 
Rhonda A. Carroll, MAI, AI-GRS, AI-RRS Date 

State Certified General Real Estate Appraiser RZ 459 
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July 7th, 2023 

Callie DeHaven, Director 
Division of State Lands 
Florida Department of Environmental Protection 
3900 Commonwealth Blvd., MS 140 
Tallahassee, FL 32399 

RE: National Wildlife Refuge Association Letter of Support for the Natural Bridge Timberlands 
Conservation Easement – Natural Bridge Timberlands Florida Forever Project   

Dear Ms. DeHaven, 

Please consider this a letter of support for the fee simple acquisition of the Natural Bridge Timberlands 
Florida Forever Project. The protection of these approximately 5,441 acres would complement existing 
conservation efforts on the adjacent Plank Road State Forest and Natural Bridge Battlefield Historic State 
Park; the property also sits within a few feet of the Aucilla Wildlife Management Area. Together, these 
conservation lands will protect nearly 59,000 acres within the Florida Wildlife Corridor and the 
Apalachee Bay-St. Marks Watershed. This project will also provide protections for the floodplains and 
wetlands associated with the St. Marks River and provide additional watershed protection for Horn 
Springs and Little Horn Springs located on adjacent state conservation lands. 

This property is within the Apalachicola/St. Marks Longleaf Pine Restoration priority region as part of 
the southeast regional Longleaf Restoration Initiative, and it contains important habitat. Gopher tortoise, 
Bald eagles and Florida black bear have been documented on the site. The property sits in a landscape 
that is facing impacts from land use changes; it is approximately 3 miles southeast of the Tallahassee city 
limits. 

Conserving this property provides us with the unique opportunity to protect the health of the St. Marks 
River, contribute to the protection of the Florida Wildlife Corridor, and protect a historically rural 
region that is rapidly undergoing change.  

With kindest regards, 

Julie Morris 
Florida and Gulf Program Manager 
National Wildlife Refuge Association 
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July 7, 2023 
 
Callie DeHaven, Director 
Division of State Lands 
Florida Department of Environmental Protection 
3900 Commonwealth Blvd., MS 140 
Tallahassee, FL 32399 
 
RE: Florida Conservation Group Letter of Support for the Natural Bridge Timberlands 
Florida Forever Project 
 
Dear Ms. DeHaven,  
 
The Florida Conservation Group is providing this letter in support of the fee simple acquisition 
of the Natural Bridge Timberlands Florida Forever Project. 

Natural Bridge Timberlands is an essential part the Florida Wildlife Corridor and will add 
approximately 5,441 acres of protected land between the Aucilla Wildlife Management Area to 
the east and the Plank Road State Forest and the Natural Bridge Battlefield Historic State Park to 
the north/northwest. This project increases connected habitat for the Florida black bear, gopher 
tortoise, and the Bald eagle, which have been documented on the site, as well as other federally 
and state listed species such as the eastern indigo snake, wood stork, southern fox squirrel, and 
swallow-tailed kite. Acquisition of this project will also protect a wider natural wildlife corridor 
along the St. Marks River and provide protection for the river’s associated wetlands and 
floodplains.  

Overall, this is an ideal opportunity to protect a large landscape adjacent to one of Florida’s 
growth centers that will provide ecosystem services, biodiversity, storm protection, and 
contribute to the protection of resource-based recreational opportunities in the Tallahassee 
region. 

Thank you for your support of this important project.  

Sincerely, 

 

Jim Strickland 
Vice-Chairman 
Florida Conservation Group 
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