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Division of Aquaculture  

Aquaculture Parcels Resource Assessment 

Levy County- Two New Aquaculture Use Zones 

6/16/2026 

 

Introduction 

Christopher Topping has proposed two large areas to be utilized for bottom clam 

aquaculture in Cedar Key, Levy County. Division and DEP’s Aquatic Preserve staff 

assessed the proposed sites on June 16, 2026.  

 

Site Location  

The sites are just West of the George T. Lewis Airport in Cedar Key and Approved 

#3001 Shellfish Harvesting Area (Figure 1).  

 

Resource Assessment 

Two large areas were proposed in Cedar Key, Levy County for two new Aquaculture Use 

Zones (AUZ), labelled as Site 1 (Runway North AUZ) and Site 2 (Runway South AUZ) 

(Figure 2). The resource assessment was conducted during a low, rising tide. Visibility 

was less than 1 foot at the sites. The substrate consisted of mostly sand and muddy sand. 

The assessment was conducted on July 16, 2026, by boat utilizing poling, snorkeling and 

side scan sonar. Four poling transects were conducted around the perimeter of the 

proposed area, along with two center transects. Depths during the assessments ranged 

from 3.5 to 13 feet (Figures 3 and 4). Site 1 is approximately 1,110 feet to shore and 150 

feet to the navigational channel. Site 2 is approximately 1,017 feet to shore and 150 feet 

to the navigational channel (Figures 5-8). No seagrass assemblages, oyster reefs or live 

bottom were found within the assessed area. A 50-foot buffer around the perimeters were 

also assessed, which consisted of the same substrate and no other critical habitats present 

(Figures 9-10). Parcel coordinates were divided within the assessed area to create 10, 5-

acre parcels in each AUZ, with 25-foot easements in between each parcel (Figure 11).  

 

Amended Site 1 - GPS Coordinates and Depth: 

NW Corner: 29.141148 / -83.064327  6 feet 

NE Corner: 29.139183 / -83.059842  5.5 feet 

SW Corner: 29.137484 / -83.066409  13 feet  

SE Corner: 29.135519 / -83.061925  7 feet  

 

Amended Site 2 - GPS Coordinates and Depth: 

NW Corner: 29.133446 / -83.062084  7 feet 

NE Corner: 29.134429 / -83.058487  4 feet  

SW Corner: 29.128019 / -83.060143  11 feet  

SE Corner: 29.129012 / -83.056546  6 feet 

 

Recommendations: 
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After reviewing the pertinent information, Division staff recommends the amended 

proposed areas.    

 

 

Comments: 

The Division seeks to preclude impacts to seagrass beds and other sensitive habitats. 

Division staff could make an accurate assessment of the proposed lease sites and the 

adjacent areas. The proposed parcels are not in a major navigation channel. Some 

boating/kayaking activity is expected for recreational and commercial fishing. The 

proposed area is located within the Big Bend Seagrasses Aquatic Preserve. 

 

 

 

 

Figure 1. Proposed Lease Site Locations in Approved #3001 Cedar Key Shellfish 

Harvesting Area.  
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Figure 2. Sites 1 and 2 in Cedar Key, adjacent to the Airport.  
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Figure 3. Assessment Sketch Site 1.  
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Figure 4. Assessment Sketch Site 2.  
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Figure 5. Atsena Otie, looking West 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ATTACHMENT 5D 
PAGE 7



 

 

Figure 6. Airport Shoreline, looking Southeast. 
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Figure 7. Shoreline, looking Northeast.  
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Figure 8.  Gomez Key, looking Northwest.  
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Figure 9.   Site 1 Critical Habitat Map 
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Figure 10. Site 2 Critical Habitat Map.  
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Figure 11. 20, 5-acre parcels divided between the two sites.  
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