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Clean Boating Programs
Clean Boating Programs promote a clean marine environment and help improve water 
quality. These programs encourage the prevention and reduction of water pollution. 

• Clean Vessel Act  Provides funds to marinas for pumpout equipment 
• Clean Marina  Assist marinas with implementing Best Management Practices
• Clean & Resilient Builds on the Clean Marina and promotes resilient operations
• Clean Boater  Educational program for the boating community

Kennedy Point YC



What is the Clean Marina Program?

A voluntary designation program that stresses environmental 
and managerial best management practices (BMPs) that exceed 
regulatory requirements. Marinas, boatyards and retailers are 
encouraged to incorporate these BMPs at their facilities to: 

 Reduce pollution and improve waterways

 Protect fish and wildlife habitat

 Promote environmentally sound practices 



What are BMPs?

Emergencies
•Hurricane plan
•Review hurricane 

procedures with staff
•Post up-to-date 

emergency numbers
•Keep fire 

extinguishers 
available

•Train staff

Storage Tanks
•Promote use of fuel 

guards
•Provide collection 

site for used 
absorbents

•Inspect tanks 
regularly

•Prohibit detergents 
and emulsifiers on 
fuel spills

Hazardous Waste
•Keep records for 

three years
•Keep hazardous 

waste in drums or 
containers that are 
clearly label

•Do not store large 
amounts of 
hazardous materials

Fish Waste
•Educate boaters
•Establish fish-

cleaning stations 
with trash 
receptacles

•Encourage boaters 
to dispose fish guts 
offshore

Sewage
•Install pumpout 

connections at 
convenient locations

•Develop regular 
inspections 

•Post signage for 
proper disposal

•Encourage boaters 
to use shore-side 
facilities

Activities and strategies that help prevent or reduce water pollution. Examples: 



Criteria Needed for Designation
Environmental Management
• Compliance with all regulatory requirements
• Trains marina staff
• Protects sensitive habitats
• Initiates and promotes sustainability

Environmental Quality
• Marina is clean with no signs of oil sheen, sewage or litter
• Discharge of raw sewage prohibited
• Promote eco-friendly cleaner
• Educate Boaters

Environmental Services
• Clean restrooms
• Docks and grounds well-maintained
• Provide pumpout services
• Distribute educational materials to boaters



“Resilience is the capacity of human and natural/physical systems 
to adapt to and recover from change.”

Gulf of Mexico Alliance’s Coastal Community Resiliency Team

What is Clean & Resilient?

This Gulf of Mexico Alliance (GOMA) initiative program complements 
Clean Marina practices already in place and provides additional 
recommendations to strengthen local marinas’ ability to withstand 
natural and human-made disasters. 



• Emergency planning
• Evacuation procedures
• Design and siting
• Floating docks
• Concrete docks
• Removable docks
• Reinforced dry stack

• Removable equipment
• Natural shorelines
• Underground fuel tanks
• Underground utilities
• Trained dedicated staff
• Stormwater management
• Sewage handling

Resiliency at Marinas



To achieve designation, Clean & Resilient Marinas selectively 
implement a set of criteria designed to: 

1. Protect human life and safety
2. Reduce exposure of structures on water and land to damage
3. Reduce exposure of boats to damage
4. Minimize damage to property that cannot be relocated
5. Resume business operations as quickly as possible

Clean & Resilient Goals



Clean & Resilient BMPs

Marina Siting
•Piers and docks 

extend into naturally 
deep waters

•Fuel tanks are 
located onshore

•Dry storage racks 
are adequately 
anchored to bear 
hurricane winds

Emergency 
Preparedness
•Have active 

Emergency 
Preparedness Team

•Boat owners' 
requirements 
defined in case 
of emergency

•Require boaters 
to carry insurance

Evacuation
•Have active 

evacuation plan for 
hurricanes

•Ability to mobilize 
large number of 
boats in short 
amount of time

•Established wet slip 
evacuation 
procedures

Stormwater & 
Erosion
•Stormwater treated 

for pollutant 
removal onsite

•Natural erosion 
protection is used 
where possible 
to limit damage 
to shoreline

Education & 
Outreach
•No-wake zones are 

clearly defined
•Provide boaters 

educational 
materials on proper 
boat cleaning

•Post clearly labeled 
facility and vicinity 
maps with 
evacuation routes



Florida Clean & Resilient Marinas 

Florida encourages currently designated facilities 
to add the extra level of resiliency to their 
certification. We have designed a flag specific for it. 
The designation process is the same as the Clean 
Marina, but with additional levels of Best 
Management Practices the facility must implement. 
These are listed in Part 3 of our CMAP. 

The GOMA team created resilient 
guidebooks. For a more detailed review 
of the resilient steps, visit our website:  
• Guidebook “At A Glance”
• Policy Guide
• Volume I Marina Guidebook
• Volume II: Appendices 

https://floridadep.gov/rcp/clean-marina/content/clean-resilient-marina


Benefits to Being Designated
 Technical Assistance
 Compliance Assistance

• Stormwater regulations
• Wastewater regulations
• Hazardous waste
• Storage tanks

 State Lands discount
 Certificate & flag to display
 Grant funds for pumpouts
 Spill clean-up supplies
 Listed on DEP website
 Attract and keep customers



Designation Process



Complete an application.
Provides the applicant contact information and permit 
numbers.

Complete a Clean Marina Action Plan (CMAP).
A self-assessment of your facility, verifying what activities 
are performed at the property.
• Clean Marina completes Parts 1 & 2
• Clean & Resilient completes Parts 1, 2 & 3

Incorporate BMPs.
• Must implement 60% of BMPs; 50% for Resilient
• Site visit will be conducted to verify 

For Designation, Facilities Must …

https://floridadep.gov/rcp/clean-marina/forms/clean-marina-application
https://floridadep.gov/rcp/clean-marina/content/clean-marina-best-management-practices


Prior to designation, the program will send a request to DEP 
regulatory staff to conduct a file review with: 

• State Lands
• Storage Tanks
• National Pollutant Discharge Eliminations System (NPDES)
• Hazardous Waste
• Environmental Resource Permit (ERP)

For Designation be 100% Compliance 



Compliance is verification that all leases, fees, reporting, registrations, 
and permits are current. 
 State Lands Lease – Must pass inspection and be current with fees and reporting 
 Storage tanks – Must pass inspection and be current with fees
 NPDES – Must pass inspection and be current with reporting if applicable
 Hazardous waste – Must be maintain records for at least three consecutive years
 ERP – For current construction must have valid permit on file

What is Compliance?



Designated Facilities Receive



Educational Signs



Containment BoomSpill Kits

Environmental Spill Materials

Bilge Socks



Boater Education and Outreach Events
• We attend boat shows to educate the boating community.
• We conduct workshops to help the marinas.
• We attend and encourage the boating community to attend cleanup 

events to help collect and properly dispose of marine debris.
• We participate and publicize other environmental events such as 

National Estuaries Day and Florida Oceans Day.



Boater Outreach Materials



InvasivesFuture Boaters Water Pollution

Educational Books for Youth



Clean Boating Programs Successes
• 323 Clean Marinas
• 48 Clean Boatyards
• 23 Clean Marine Retailers
• 27 Clean & Resilient Marinas 

• 601 Pumpout Projects
• 38 million gallons sewage pumpout
• > 80,000 boater habits distributed

Hamilton Harbor YC Bluepoints Marina



Our Partners
Partners help with:
• Outreach and education
• Mentoring marina staff
• Providing environmental 

clean-up materials

• Providing pumpout equipment
• Distributing educational publications
• Site visits for marina designations
• Technical assistance



Thank you!
Contact: Pamela Grainger 

850-245-2846 or Pamela.Grainger@FloridaDEP.gov
Website: https://floridadep.gov/rcp/clean-marina

mailto:Pamela.Grainger@FloridaDEP.gov
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