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Division of Aquaculture  

Aquaculture Management Agreements Resource Assessment 

Manatee County 

9/19/2023 

Introduction 

Damon Moore with Oyster River Ecology, Inc. and the Manatee County Natural 

Resources Department have proposed a 10-acre parcel and 6.19-acre parcel respectively, 

to be utilized as management agreements for oyster restoration aquaculture on the bottom 

in the Manatee River, Manatee County. Division staff assessed the proposed sites on 

September 19, 2023.  

Site Location 

The sites are in the eastern section of the Manatee River, Manatee County, and in an 

unclassified Shellfish Harvesting Area (Figure 1). The activities would be authorized as 

Management Agreements; therefore, the parcels can be located in an unclassified 

Shellfish Harvesting Area.  

Resource Assessment 

Oyster River Ecology, Inc., Parcel 

A 10-acre parcel was assessed in the Manatee River, Manatee County (Figure 2). The 

resource assessment was conducted during low tide. Visibility was approximately three 

feet at the site and the bottom was visible from the surface. The substrate consisted of 

muddy sand throughout the parcel (Figure 3). The assessment was conducted on 

September 19, 2023 by boat, utilizing poling and snorkeling. Four poling transects were 

conducted around the perimeter, along with two center transects (Figure 4). Depths 

during the assessment ranged from 2 to 3 feet. The closest shoreline is approximately 

1,065 feet to the West (Figures 5-7). No seagrass assemblages, oyster reefs or hard 

bottom were found within the proposed site. A 50-foot buffer around the perimeter was 

also assessed, which consisted of the same substrate and no critical habitats were present 

(Figure 8). Four Halodule wrightii shoots were found outside of the buffer zone, off the 

Northeast corner, approximately 100’ away. The proposed site is not within an aquatic 

preserve and is located away from any mangroves.  

GPS Coordinates and Depth: 

NW Corner: 27.522731/ -82.483575  3 ft 

NE Corner: 27.523022/ -82.482017  2 ft 

SW Corner: 27.520650/ -82.483056  2.5 ft 

SE Corner: 27.520983/ -82.481217         2 ft 
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Manatee County Natural Resources Department Parcel 

An 8-acre parcel was assessed in the Manatee River, Manatee County (Figure 9). The 

resource assessment was conducted during low tide. Visibility was approximately three 

feet at the site and the bottom was visible from the surface. The substrate consisted of 

muddy sand throughout the parcel (Figure 10). The assessment was conducted on 

September 19, 2023 by boat, utilizing poling and snorkeling. Four poling transects were 

conducted around the perimeter, along with two center transects (Figure 11). Depths 

during the assessment ranged from 1.5 to 3 feet. The closest shoreline is approximately 

1152 feet to the South (Figures 12-14). A small oyster reef was found on the Eastern end 

of the original proposed site. No seagrass assemblages, hard bottom or other critical 

habitats were found within the proposed site. A 50-foot buffer around the perimeter was 

also assessed, which consisted of the same substrate and no critical habitats were present 

(Figure 15). The proposed site is not within an aquatic preserve and is located away from 

any mangroves. The original 8-acre parcel was minimized to be at least 100 feet away 

from the identified oyster habitat and the amended parcel will be approximately 6.19 

acres (Figure 16-17).  

GPS Coordinates and Depth: 

NW Corner: 27.52528/ -82.48624   3 ft 

NE Corner: 27.524929/ -82.484605 2 ft 

SW Corner: 27.52409/ -82.48741            2.5 ft 

SE Corner: 27.524225/ -82.484314         2 ft 

Recommendations: 

After review of the pertinent information, Division staff recommends the proposed 

Oyster River Ecology, Inc., site and the amended Manatee County Natural Resources 

Department site (Figure 18).    

Comments: 

The Division seeks to preclude impacts to seagrass beds and other sensitive habitats. 

Division staff could make an accurate assessment of the proposed sites and the adjacent 

areas. The proposed parcels are not in a major navigation channel. Some 

boating/kayaking activity is expected for recreational fishing.  
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Figure 1. Proposed Oyster River Ecology, Inc. (Moore) Site Location in Manatee County. 
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Figure 2. 10-acre parcel proposed in Manatee County. 
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Figure 3. Firm muddy sand substrate throughout the proposed parcel. 
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Figure 4.   Proposed Oyster River Ecology, Inc., resource assessment. 
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Figure 5.  Shoreline, looking North. 

Figure 6. Shoreline, looking West. 

ATTACHMENT 3 
PAGE 8



Figure 7. Looking South. 
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Figure 8. Critical habitat map. 
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Figure 9. Manatee County Natural Resources Department original proposed site. 

 

 
 

Figure 10. Manatee County site, muddy sand substrate consistent throughout the parcel. 

 

 
 

 

 

ATTACHMENT 3 
PAGE 11



Figure 11. Manatee County assessment sketch. 
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Figure 12. Shoreline, looking West. 

 

 
 

Figure 13. Shoreline, looking North. 
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Figure 14. Shoreline, looking South. 

Figure 15. Manatee County Natural Resources Department site critical habitat map. 
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Figure 16. Amended Manatee County Natural Resources Department site, due to 

proximity of oyster bar. 
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Figure 17. Amended Manatee County Natural Resources Department site. 
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Figure 18. Oyster River Ecology, Inc. (Moore) and Manatee County Natural Resources 

Department recommended sites. 
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