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DATE:  August 9, 2024 

TO: Stephanie Baker, Senior Appraiser 

Bureau of Appraisal 

FROM: Rhonda A. Carroll, MAI, AI-GRS 

Fee Review Appraiser 

Carroll Appraisal Company, Inc. 

SUBJECT: Upper Shoal River  

B/A File #24-8708 

TPL Tract 

Walton County, Florida 

As requested, I have made a field review and technical review of the appraisal reports for the parcel 

referenced above.   The appraisals were prepared by William E. Carlton, MAI, SRA and Steve 

Griffith, MAI, SRA.  Mr. Carlton’s appraisal is dated August 6, 2024, and reflects a date of value 

of July 1, 2024.  Mr. Griffith’s report is dated August 8, 2024, and also reflects a date of value of 

July 1, 2024. 

GENERAL INFORMATION AND SCOPE OF REVIEW 

The fee simple interest was appraised, subject to existing easements of record.  The purpose of 

the appraisals was to provide an opinion of the current market value of the property. The scope of 

this review included inspecting the subject property and all comparable sales which were relied 

upon in forming the opinions of value of the property. The appraisal reports were reviewed to 

determine their completeness, accuracy, adequacy, relevance, and reasonableness. Where 

necessary, revisions were requested for clarification/corrections in the appraisals, and this review 

report reflects my opinions after corrections have been received. In conducting my review analysis, 

I reviewed sales records to ascertain if there were any additional sales which the appraisers should 

have considered in their reports, and I did not locate any sales which I felt were more relevant.  I 

possess geographic competence as I have been appraising real estate in this area for over 35 years. 

By way of signing this review memorandum, I am concurring with the analyses and conclusions 

in the appraisals. The appraisals were reviewed to determine their compliance with Supplemental 

Appraisal Standards for Board of Trustees, revised March 2016 and the Uniform Standards of 

Professional Appraisal Practice, effective January 1, 2024. 
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MEMORANDUM 

Stephanie Baker 

August 9, 2024 

Page Two (2) 

After revisions, both appraisals comply with minimum appraisal standards as stated in both 

publications. By way of signing this review memorandum, the appraisals are complete and I have 

formed the opinion that the appraisals are well supported. The divergence of the final value 

between the appraisers’ conclusions is 3.03%; this is within acceptable parameters. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE PROPERTY 

The subject property consists of a 2,482.8 +/- acre tract of recreational/woodlands located in 

Walton County, Florida.  The property is partially located on the south bank of Gum Creek which 

forms the headwaters of the Shoal River. The property is located approximately eight miles 

northwest of downtown Defuniak Springs, the county seat of Walton County and approximately 

46 miles northeast of Destin. The subject is comprised of 21 tax identification numbers. The entire 

subject tract is under an option for purchase with TPL. 

The following table summarizes the value conclusions reached by the appraisers: 

Appraiser Size Unit value Final Concluded Value 

Carlton 2,482.8 acres $3,400/Acre $8,441,500 (rounded) 

Griffith 2,482,8 acres $3,300/Acre $8,193,000 (rounded) 

OWNER OF RECORD 

Grewws Holdings, LLC 

Permenter Land Company Incorporated 

King Lake Manufactured Et Al. 

43 Laird Road 

Crestview, Florida 32539 

PRIOR SALES PAST FIVE YEARS/CURRENT LISTING HISTORY 

All of the above parties are interrelated.  There have been no arm’s length transactions in the past 

nine years. The property has been listed for sale at various times for $12,127,500 as far back as 

October 3, 2022. The Trust For Public Land has expressed an interest in the property and it is 

under an option to purchase for $10,200,000, which was the amount reflected in an appraisal 

prepared this year on behalf of TPL. 

CLIENT 

The client of the appraisals and of the review is The Bureau of Appraisal of the Department of 

Environmental Protection.   
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MEMORANDUM 

Stephanie Baker 

August 9, 2024 

Page Three (3) 

INTENDED USE/INTENDED USERS 

The intended use of these appraisals is to assist the State of Florida with purchase decisions, and 

an offering price on the property. The intended users of this appraisal are the Bureau of Appraisal 

of the Florida Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) and the Board of Trustees of the 

Internal Improvement Trust Fund of the State of Florida (TIITF).  There are no other authorized 

users of the report. The intended use of the review is to evaluate compliance with the applicable 

standards and the client’s instructions, and whether the appraisals under review are appropriate for 

their intended use.  

PURPOSE OF THE REVIEW 

The purpose of the review is to form an opinion as to the completeness and appropriateness of the 

methodology and techniques utilized to form an opinion as to the value of the subject property and 

to assure that the appraisals conform to the Uniform Standards of Professional Appraisal Practice 

(USPAP) and the Supplemental Appraisal Standards for the Board of Trustees (SASBOT). 

NEIGHBORHOOD DESCRIPTION 

The subject is located in northern Walton County, immediately north of Eglin Air Force Base.  Kings 

Lake Road runs along the east side of the subject and connects to US Highway 90 to the south. US 

Highway 90 is the main east/west thoroughfare in the subject neighborhood. Kings Lake Road also 

connects to US Highway 331 to the north of the subject which is the major north/south throughfare in 

the subject neighborhood. 

Land uses in the neighborhood are primarily recreational and agricultural in nature with some rural 

residential. Much of northern Walton County consists of timber/agricultural land. There are rural 

residential uses within the immediate area. 

Electricity in the neighborhood is provided by a rural electrical cooperative. Water supply is by 

well and waste disposal is by septic tank.   

To the south of subject property is a large subdivision known as Oakwood Hills Subdivision, an 

older subdivision of modest to medium priced homes and mobile homes located north of U. S. 

Highway 90 and between Boy Scout Road and New Harmony Road on one-quarter to one-half 

acre lots. Three units of Oakwood Hills were platted in the 1970's that covers a large area. The 

subdivision has never really taken off and comprises of over 65% vacant lots.  Other land types 

in the neighborhood include a few small farmettes and ranchettes and some scattered single-family 

residences and mobile homes on small acreage tracts.  There is also a small amount of improved 

pasture and cropland as well as smaller tracts of timber and recreation land. 
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MEMORANDUM 

Stephanie Baker 

August 9, 2024 

Page Four (4) 

Both appraisers have provided a good description of the neighborhood in their appraisals, with 

detailed analysis of property types in the area. No economic change is expected in the area which 

would change the highest and best use. The general character of the neighborhood should remain 

stable for several years to come. 

SITE DESCRIPTION 

According to maps provided by the Florida Department of Environmental Protection, the property 

contains 2,482.8 total acres. Walton County Property Appraiser Maps show a somewhat different 

acreage of approximately 2,478.062. The FDEP acreage is relied upon for appraisal purposes. 

According to DEP Maps, there are 565.4 acres of wetlands, which represents 23% of the property, 

leaving 77% of the property in uplands. 

The property has a frontage of approximately 2,200 feet on King Lake Road, a paved Road. On 

the west boundary of the property there is frontage of approximately 80 feet on the east boundary 

of Blue Ridge Boulevard, a paved road. There is also end of the road frontage from U. S. Highway 

90 via Bonita Drive/East Big Cypress Drive/Canterbury Drive/East Yellow Poplar Avenue/Flower 

Garden Drive, all dirt roads. Interior road access is adequate. 

There is frontage of approximately 11,000 feet on the south bank of Gum Creek that runs along 

the north boundary of the property. Gum Creek is a beautiful small sand bottom, tea colored creek 

that forms the headwaters of the Shoal River. Several small branches feed into Gum Creek. 

The appraisers have provided good descriptions of the site in their appraisals. 

ZONING/FUTURE LAND USE 

The northerly 520 acres of the property carries the General Agricultural zoning classification and 

the southerly 1,963 acres carries the zoning classification of Rural Residential. 

General Agricultural zoning has a maximum allowable residential density of one unit per 10 acres; 

this designation is intended for areas that are currently used for large-scale agriculture, silviculture 

activities, and related uses. Rural Residential has a maximum allowable residential density of one 

unit per 2.5 acres. 

Both appraisers have provided a detailed description of the uses allowed within the Zoning/Future 

Land Use category.  Please refer to each report for an in-depth discussion of what is allowed. 

The subject’s current use of recreational and agricultural is consistent with this designation. 
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MEMORANDUM 

Stephanie Baker  

August 9, 2024 

Page Five (5) 

EASEMENTS, RESERVATIONS AND RESTRICTIONS 

There has been a title commitment policy prepared on the property in the recent past. Title was 

issued by First American Title Association Company on April 15, 2024. A complete copy of the 

title policy is located in the addenda of the appraisal reports. There are some 60 non-insurable 

exceptions found in the title policy.   The exceptions appear typical for a property in this area and 

of this size.  

There are no known easements that would adversely affect the use of the property. 

ASSESSMENT INFORMATION (2023) 

The following table reflects the assessment information for the subject parcel: 

It is noted that the County has the 21 tracts assessed as containing a total of 2,478.062 acres.  Per 

DEP maps, the size of the tract is 2,482.8 acres.  The appraisers have relied upon DEP figures for 

the appraisals.   
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Page Nine (9) 

The photos on the following pages were taken from the Griffith report.: 
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MEMORANDUM 

Stephanie Baker  

August 9, 2024 

Page Fourteen (14) 

HIGHEST AND BEST USE 

The concept of highest and best use is based upon the premise that a property should be valued 

based on the use which will produce the highest market value and the greatest financial return. 

This use must be legally permissible, physically possible, financially feasible and maximally 

productive. 

Both appraisers concluded that the highest and best use of the tract is continued recreational use 

with ancillary timber production with a possibility of low density rural residential development in 

the future. Based on my familiarity with the area and current trends, I concur with these 

conclusions.   

VALUATION 

The Sales Comparison Approach is a process through which prices paid for similar (or reasonably 

so) properties, prices asked by sellers, offers made by prospective purchasers willing to buy are 

analyzed and compared. The appraiser gathers data on sales of comparable properties and analyzes 

each sale, making logical adjustments for differing characteristics. 

Mr. Carlton considered four in his analysis.  His sales occurred between August 2021 and May 

2023.  The sales ranged in size from approximately 1,127 acres to approximately 3,009 acres. 

The sales ranged in price from $1,931 to $3,563 per acre. Mr. Carlton considered adjustments for 

property rights, financing, conditions of sale, market conditions, access, location, zoning, size, 

utilities, floodplain/wetlands, soils, timber, water bodies and highest and best use. After 

adjustments, he concluded that one sale was inferior, one was slightly inferior, one was slightly 

superior and one was superior. He considered the sales that were the most similar to the subject 

and concluded $3,400 per acre or $8,441,500 (rounded).  Mr. Carlton’s conclusions are 

reasonable, and they are well supported. His sales share the same highest and best use as the 

subject. 

Mr. Griffith considered four sales in his analysis. His sales ranged in size from approximately 

1,127 acres to 2,941 acres. His sales occurred between May 2021 and May 2023 and ranged in 

price per acre from $2,769 to $3,562. He considered adjustments for property rights, financing, 

conditions of sale, expenditures after sales, time/market conditions, location, water frontage, size, 

topography(wetlands), highest and best use, utility, road frontage/access, improvements, timber, 

utilities and zoning.  Mr. Griffith concluded that one sale was inferior, one was slightly inferior 

and two were slightly superior. Mr. Griffith correlated above the slightly inferior sale ($2,924) and 

below the lowest slightly superior sale ($3,484) and concluded a unit value of $3,300 per acre. 

This reflected a value indication of $8,193,000 (rounded).  Mr. Griffith’s conclusion is reasonable 

and is well supported. His sales share the same highest and best use as the subject. 
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MEMORANDUM 

Stephanie Baker  

August 9, 2024 

Page Fifteen (15) 

The following table summarizes the value conclusions reached by the appraisers:

Appraiser Size Unit value Final Concluded Value 

Carlton 2,482.8 acres $3,400/Acre $8,441,500 (rounded) 

Griffith 2,482,8 acres $3,300/Acre $8,193,000 (rounded) 

HYPOTHETICAL CONDITIONS: 

A hypothetical condition is a condition which is contrary to those which presently exist but are 

presumed to exist. There are no hypothetical conditions in the appraisals or in the review. If 

used, their use may have affected the appraisal results.   

EXTRAORDINARY ASSUMPTIONS: 

Extraordinary assumptions are assumptions upon which an appraisal is predicated. There are no 

extraordinary assumptions in the appraisals or on the review. If used, their use may have affected 

the appraisal results. 

REVIEWERS COMMENTS 

The appraisers have relied upon three of the same sales in their analysis. Both appraisers’ sales 

bracket the size of the subject tract. Due to the uniqueness of the tract, both appraisers were forced 

to use somewhat dated sales.  Neither appraiser applied a time adjustment to the sales, but Mr. 

Carlton did recognize that since he felt we are in an appreciating market, he considered the sales 

to be “inferior” with regard to the date of sale.  The five total sales considered between the two 

appraisers are all reasonable.  They are all reliable, credible indicators of the value of the subject 

tract after adjustments are made.   
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MEMORANDUM 

Stephanie Baker  

August 9, 2024 

Page Sixteen (16) 

The scope of the review involves developing an opinion to address the five specific qualities in 

the work under review.  These include completeness, accuracy, adequacy, relevance and 

reasonableness. 

• Completeness:  Both appraisal reports satisfy the requirements of the Supplemental

Appraisal Standards for the Board of Trustees and the Uniform Standards of Professional

Appraisal Practice.

• Accuracy:  Overall, the reports meet the general requirements described in the appraisal

instructions specific to the assignment and accurately reflect the assignment conditions.

The math and analysis with the reports is accurate.  The reports accurately discuss the

approaches to value used, and those not used.  The valuation methodologies used are

appropriate and correctly applied.

• Adequacy:  The work presented in each appraisal report meets the minimum requirements

for its intended use.  Following the stated scope of work in the appraisals, and in

compliance with the Supplemental Appraisal Standards for the Board of Trustees (March

2016), the documentation, verification, information, data, support and analysis in each

report is adequate and meets minimum requirements.

• Relevance:  Overall, the appraisal reports contain significant data and reasonable analysis

that is appropriate and relevant to the conclusions and opinions. The Sales Comparison

Approach was relevant and applicable in both appraisal reports, as it mirrors the thinking

of buyers and sellers in the marketplace.  Qualitative analysis of the subject and sales was

used in both appraisals, in which the appraisers relied upon logical reasoning to

differentiate the magnitude of a positive or negative adjustment in certain areas of

adjustment.  Neither appraiser considered the Cost or Income approach to value, as they

were not considered relevant to the valuation of vacant land.

• Reasonableness:  The data, analyses, conclusions and opinions of value in both reports are

considered reasonable and adequately supported overall.
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MEMORANDUM 

Stephanie Baker  

August 9, 2024 

Page Seventeen (17) 

Based on these conclusions, I find both appraisal reports for the subject property to be reasonably 

supported, appropriately analyzed, and adequately performed in accordance with generally 

accepted appraisal practices.  Further, I find the opinions of value to be credible and adequately 

supported given the scope of work, and the intended use of the appraisal. 

Therefore, it is my opinion that the appraisals adequately meet the requirements of the 

Supplemental Appraisal Standards for Board of Trustees, revised March 2016 and the Uniform 

Standards of Professional Appraisal Practice, effective January 1, 2024. 

THE REVIEWER APPROVES THE APPRAISAL REPORTS 
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CERTIFICATION 

I certify that, to the best of my knowledge and belief: 

• The statements of fact contained in this report are true and correct.

• The reported analyses, opinions, and conclusions are limited only by the reported assumptions and limiting

conditions and are my personal, impartial, and unbiased professional analyses, opinions, and conclusions.

• I have no present or prospective interest in the property that is the subject of the work under review and no

personal interest with respect to the parties involved.

• I have no bias with respect to the property that is the subject of the work under review or to the parties

involved with this assignment.

• My engagement in this assignment was not contingent upon developing or reporting predetermined results.

• My compensation is not contingent on an action or event resulting from the analyses, opinions, or

conclusions in this review or from its use.

• My compensation for completing this assignment is not contingent upon the development or reporting of

predetermined assignment results or assignment results that favors the cause of the client, the attainment of

a stipulated result, or the occurrence of a subsequent event directly related to the intended use of this

appraisal review.

• I have performed no services, as an appraiser or in any other capacity, regarding the subject of the work

under review within the three-year period immediately preceding the agreement to perform this assignment.

• My analyses, opinions, and conclusions were developed, and this report has been prepared, in conformity

with the Uniform Standards of Professional Appraisal Practice.

• I have made a personal inspection of the subject of the work under review.

• No one provided significant appraisal or appraisal review assistance to the person signing this certification.

• The reported analyses, opinions, and conclusions were developed, and this report has been prepared in

conformity with the Code of Professional Ethics and Standards of Professional Appraisal Practice of the

Appraisal Institute.

• The use of this report is subject to the requirements of the Appraisal Institute relating to review by its duly

authorized representatives.

• As of the date of this report, I have completed the continuing education program for Designated Members of

the Appraisal Institute.

The appraisals reviewed are in substantial compliance with the Uniform Standards of Professional 

Appraisal Practice, the Supplemental Appraisal Standards for the Board of Trustees, as well as 

Rule 18-1.006, Florida Administrative Code (FAC). 

August 9, 2024 

Rhonda A. Carroll, MAI, AI-GRS, AI-RRS Date 

State Certified General 

Real Estate Appraiser RZ 459 
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FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF
Environmental Protection

Marjory Stoneman Douglas Building
3900 Commonwealth Boulevard

Tallahassee, FL 32399

Ron DeSantis
Governor

Jeanette Nuñez
Lt. Governor

Shawn Hamilton
Secretary

October 24, 2024

Robbie Parrish, Chief
Bureau of Real Estate Services 
Division of State Lands
3800 Commonwealth Boulevard
Tallahassee, Florida 32399-3000
Robbie.parrish@floridadep.gov

RE: Acquisition of Grewws Holdings et al. Parcels- Upper Shoal River Florida Forever Project Boundary

Dear Robbie,

The Division of Recreation and Parks (DRP), agrees to manage the Walton County parcels owned by 
Grewws Holdings et al., located within the Upper Shoal River Florida Forever Project Boundary (PB), that 
total 2,483 (+/-) acres. 

These parcels have high potential to provide a diversity of resource-based outdoor recreational 
opportunities including camping, paddling, hiking, off-road biking, and nature study. The addition of this 
parcel will ensure the long-term integrity, restoration and protection of this conservation area and 
wildlife.

If you have any questions regarding this project, please contact Angel Granger at (850) 245-2080 or via 
email at Angel.Granger@FloridaDep.gov  

Sincerely,

Daniel Alsentzer, Environmental Administrator
Office of Park Planning
Division of Recreation and Parks

cc: Danielle Terrell, DRP Assistant Director
Brian Fugate, DRP Assistant Director
Steven Cutshaw, D1 Chief
Sine Murray, OES Program Administrator
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DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE 
HEADQUARTERS 96TH TEST WING (AFMC) 

EGLIN AIR FORCE BASE FLORIDA 

Mr. Dale Marks 
Executive Director, 96th Test Wing 
101 West D Avenue, Suite 118 
Eglin AFB FL  32542-5495 

Mr. Robbie Parrish 
Chief Bureau of Real Estate Services 
Division of State Lands 
Florida Department of Environmental Protection 

Dear Mr. Parrish, 

On behalf of Eglin Air Force Base (AFB), we are pleased to support the Division of State 
Land’s fee simple acquisition of the Upper Shoal River Florida Forever Project in Walton 
County, Florida.  Thanks to strong leadership and continued investments, Florida continues to 
protect significant conservation lands that will be invaluable to the future of our state’s land, 
water, agricultural, and recreational resources.  The acquisition of Upper Shoal River would 
support the state’s continued commitment to stewardship of natural resources while providing 
much needed public access to the Shoal River, an Outstanding Florida Water. 

This project occurs along the Shoal River, which is approximately two miles north from 
Eglin AFB.  The proposed project will protect +/- 2,491 acres of land within the Northwest 
Florida Sentinel Landscape (NWFSL).  This project contributes to the NWFSL Partnership’s 
goals by conserving and restoring habitat and water resources while protecting military mission 
readiness.  The Florida Park Service has agreed to manage the property as a new state park.  This 
will provide additional land for a diversity of resource-based outdoor recreational opportunities 
including camping, paddling, hiking, fishing, photography, and the like.  Pristine habitat within 
the project supports the gopher tortoise, the Florida black bear, white-tailed deer, wild turkey, 
and many other wildlife species. 

Eglin AFB offers formal support for this acquisition.  We look forward to witnessing the 
protection of the Upper Shoal River Florida Forever Project.  Should you or your staff have 
questions, please feel free to contact Mr. Kiger at (850) 882-8078 or john.kiger@us.af.mil. 

Sincerely 

DALE R. MARKS 
Executive Director, 96th Test Wing 
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OFFICIAL REGISTRATION AND FINANCIAL INFORMATION FOR FLORIDA WILDLIFE CORRIDOR FOUNDATION, A FLORIDA-BASED NONPROFIT CORPORATION (REGISTRATION NO. CH19141), MAY BE 
OBTAINED FROM THE DIVISION OF CONSUMER SERVICES BV CALLING TOLL-FREE 1-800 HELP-FLA (435·7352) WITHIN THE STATE OR VISITING WWW.800HELPFLA.COM. REGISTRATION DOES NOT 

IMPLY ENDORSEMENT, APPROVAL, OR RECOMMENDATION BY THE STATE.

October 18, 2024 

Robbie Parrish 
Chief Bureau of Real Estate Services 
Division of State Lands 
Florida Department of Environmental Protection 
3800 Commonwealth Blvd., MS 115 
Tallahassee, FL 32399 

Dear Mr. Parrish, 

On behalf of the Florida Wildlife Corridor Foundation, I am pleased to provide this letter of 
support for the proposed Division of State Land’s fee simple acquisition of the Upper Shoal 
River Florida Forever Project in Walton County, Florida.  

The subject property, known as Upper Shoal River, is located along the Shoal River 
approximately 2 miles north of Eglin Air Force Base. This project is within the Northwest 
Florida Sentinel Landscape (NWFSL) and contributes to the NWFSL Partnership’s goals by 
conserving and restoring habitat and water resources while protecting military mission 
readiness.   

This project, while not located within the boundaries of the Florida Wildlife Corridor, lies 
within the Florida Ecological Greenways Network. This area is connected to the Corridor and 
will contribute to the biodiversity of animal life and the overall strength and resiliency of the 
Corridor. Protecting this property’s rural landscape will ensure the land remains a critical 
habitat for imperiled species such as the gopher tortoise and the Florida black bear. Protection 
will also extend to the headwaters of the Shoal River and water quality. The Florida Park 
Service has agreed to manage the property as a new state park. 

The Florida Wildlife Corridor Foundation champions a collaborative campaign to 
permanently connect, protect, and restore the Florida Wildlife Corridor and we strongly 
support the work that is being proposed.  

I appreciate the opportunity to submit this letter of support. 
Sincerely, 

Jason Lauritsen 

Chief Conservation Officer 
        Florida Wildlife Corridor Foundation 
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August 1, 2024 

Mr. Robbie Parrish, Chief 

Chief Bureau of Real Estate Services 

Division of State Lands 

Department of Environmental Protection 

3900 Commonwealth Boulevard, MS 115 

Tallahassee, FL 32399-3000 

Re: NWFSL Letter of Support for the Upper Shoal River Florida Forever Project 

Dear Robbie: 

On behalf of the partners of the Northwest Florida Sentinel Landscape (NWFSL), we are pleased to support 

the Division of State Land’s fee simple acquisition of the Upper Shoal River Florida Forever Project in 

Walton County, Florida. Thanks to strong leadership and continued investments, Florida continues to protect 

significant conservation lands that will be invaluable to the future of our state’s land, water, agricultural, and 

recreational resources. The acquisition of Upper Shoal River tract would support the state’s continued 

commitment to stewardship of our state’s natural resources while providing much needed public access to the 

Shoal River, an Outstanding Florida Water. 

Northwest Florida was designated as a Sentinel Landscape by the U.S. Departments of Defense, Agriculture, 

and Interior in February 2022. The NWFSL supports the collaborative efforts of our four dozen federal, state 

and regional agencies, coalitions, and NGO partners to employ public and private resources for military 

mission assurance, restoring and increasing resiliency and sustainability of habitat and water resources, 

retaining working agriculture and forest lands as compatible, resilient, and sustainable land uses; mitigating 

coastal risks, and increasing the climate resilience of military installations and the landscapes that overlap 

mission footprints. Our partners include the Florida Department of Environmental Protection, Florida Fish 

and Wildlife Conservation Commission, Florida Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services Forest 

Service, the Northwest Florida Water Management District, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, U.S. Forest 

Service, USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service, the U.S. Air Force and Navy, and The Trust for 

Public Land.  

This project will protect approximately 2,491 acres along two miles of the Shoal River. The tract is 

approximately two miles north of Eglin Air Force Base and is under a military operations airspace. The 

project area is also within the NWFSL and the Florida Ecological Greenways Network (Priority 4). 

Conservation of the Shoal River project area demonstrates the State of Florida’s continuing commitment to 

successfully achieving two goals of the Northwest Florida Sentinel Landscape Partnership:  
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1. Increase the resiliency and sustainability of natural systems by conserving and restoring habitat and

water resources with an emphasis on listed species recovery, prescribed fire, water quality, and water

quantity to better adapt to our changing climate.

2. Identify, implement, and accelerate projects that mitigate coastal risks and increase the climate

resiliency of military installations and the landscapes that overlap mission footprints to protect

military missions, community infrastructure and habitats.

Protecting this tract will help protect the quality of waters flowing into the Shoal River and downstream into 

the Yellow River and Pensacola Bay. The Florida Park Service has agreed to manage the property as a new 

state park. The this will provide additional land for a diversity of resource-based outdoor recreational 

opportunities including camping, paddling, hiking, fishing, photography, and the like. Pristine habitat within 

the project supports, the gopher tortoise, the Florida black bear, white-tailed deer, wild turkey, and many 

other wildlife species. 

This tract helps conserve biodiversity, protects military missions, provides additional public recreation 

opportunities and maintains clean water. Thank you for the opportunity to support the Upper Shoal River 

Florida Forever Project. 

Sincerely, 

Kent L. Wimmer, AICP 

Coordinator, Northwest Florida Sentinel Landscape and  

Senior Northwest Florida Representative, Defenders of Wildlife 

1294 Avondale Way, Tallahassee, FL 32317 

kwimmer@defenders.org 
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