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Division of Aquaculture  

Aquaculture Parcel Resource Assessment 

Levy County- Corrigan’s Reef AUZ Expansion 

7/11/2024 

Introduction 

Several applicants have proposed a large area to be utilized for bottom clam aquaculture 

in Cedar Key, Levy County. Division staff assessed the proposed site on July 11, 2024.  

Site Location  

The site is south of the Corrigan’s Reef Aquaculture Use Zone (AUZ) in Cedar Key and 

Conditionally Approved #3012 Shellfish Harvesting Area (Figure 1).  

Resource Assessment 

A large area was proposed, expanding Southwest of the existing Corrigan’s Reef AUZ in 

Cedar Key, Levy County. The resource assessment was conducted during a mid, rising 

tide. Visibility was less than 1 foot at the site. The substrate consisted of mostly soft mud 

with intermittent areas of lime rock approximately one foot below the mud layer. The 

assessment was conducted on July 11, 2024, by boat utilizing poling, snorkeling and side 

scan sonar. Four poling transects were conducted around the perimeter of the proposed 

area, along with two center zigzag transects. Depths during the assessment ranged from 5 

to 9.5 feet (Figures 2 and 3). Dog Island North AUZ is approximately 1,650 feet to the 

North and Dog Island East AUZ is approximately 800 feet to the West (Figures 4-7). A 

50-foot easement would be incorporated in the long rows between the proposed parcels

and the existing parcels at Corrigan’s Reef AUZ and 25-foot easements in between each

parcel. No seagrass assemblages, oyster reefs or live bottom were found within the

assessed area. A 50-foot buffer around the perimeter was also assessed, which consisted

of the same substrate and no other critical habitats present (Figure 8). Parcel coordinates

were divided within the assessed area to have 2 parcels at 2-acres each and 24 parcels at

4.3-acres each (Figure 9).

Southwest Corrigan’s Reef Expansion - GPS Coordinates and Depth: 

1st Row- 

NW Corner: 29.148061 / -82.999377 7 feet 

NE Corner: 29.149272 / -82.998125 8.5 feet 

SW Corner: 29.139 / -82.987996 8 feet 

SE Corner: 29.140211 / -82.986745 8 feet 

2nd Row- 

NW Corner: 29.144235 / -82.997577 8 feet 

NE Corner: 29.145447 / -82.996326 7.5 feet 

SW Corner: 29.137687 / -82.989353 9.5 feet 

SE Corner: 29.138898 / -82.988101 8 feet 
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Recommendations: 

After review of the pertinent information, Division staff recommends the proposed area.   

Comments: 

The Division seeks to preclude impacts to seagrass beds and other sensitive habitats. 

Division staff could make an accurate assessment of the proposed lease sites and the 

adjacent areas. The proposed parcels are not in a major navigation channel. Some 

boating/kayaking activity is expected for recreational and commercial fishing. The 

proposed area is located within the Big Bend Seagrasses Aquatic Preserve. 

Figure 1. Proposed Lease Site Location adjacent to Corrigan’s Reef AUZ in Levy County 
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Figure 2. Assessment Sketch- First row 
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Figure 3. Assessment Sketch- Second Row 
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Figure 4. Looking West, Dog Island East AUZ 

Figure 5. Shoreline, looking Northwest 
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Figure 6. Shoreline, looking West- Town of Cedar Key 

Figure 7. Existing Leases, looking North- Corrigan’s Reef AUZ 
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Figure 8.  Critical Habitat Map 
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Figure 9. Proposed Lease parcels showing distances and recommended parcel 

schematic- 2-Acre and 4.3-Acre 
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