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Division of Aquaculture

Aquaculture Parcel Resource Assessment
Levy County- Corrigan’s Reef AUZ Expansion
7/11/2024

Introduction
Several applicants have proposed a large area to be utilized for bottom clam aquaculture
in Cedar Key, Levy County. Division staff assessed the proposed site on July 11, 2024.

Site Location
The site is south of the Corrigan’s Reef Aquaculture Use Zone (AUZ) in Cedar Key and
Conditionally Approved #3012 Shellfish Harvesting Area (Figure 1).

Resource Assessment

A large area was proposed, expanding Southwest of the existing Corrigan’s Reef AUZ in
Cedar Key, Levy County. The resource assessment was conducted during a mid, rising
tide. Visibility was less than 1 foot at the site. The substrate consisted of mostly soft mud
with intermittent areas of lime rock approximately one foot below the mud layer. The
assessment was conducted on July 11, 2024, by boat utilizing poling, snorkeling and side
scan sonar. Four poling transects were conducted around the perimeter of the proposed
area, along with two center zigzag transects. Depths during the assessment ranged from 5
to 9.5 feet (Figures 2 and 3). Dog Island North AUZ is approximately 1,650 feet to the
North and Dog Island East AUZ is approximately 800 feet to the West (Figures 4-7). A
50-foot easement would be incorporated in the long rows between the proposed parcels
and the existing parcels at Corrigan’s Reef AUZ and 25-foot easements in between each
parcel. No seagrass assemblages, oyster reefs or live bottom were found within the
assessed area. A 50-foot buffer around the perimeter was also assessed, which consisted
of the same substrate and no other critical habitats present (Figure 8). Parcel coordinates
were divided within the assessed area to have 2 parcels at 2-acres each and 24 parcels at
4.3-acres each (Figure 9).

Southwest Corrigan’s Reef Expansion - GPS Coordinates and Depth:

1% Row-

NW Corner: 29.148061 / -82.999377 7 feet
NE Corner: 29.149272 / -82.998125 8.5 feet
SW Corner: 29.139 / -82.987996 8 feet
SE Corner: 29.140211 / -82.986745 8 feet
2" Row-

NW Corner: 29.144235 / -82.997577 8 feet
NE Corner: 29.145447 / -82.996326 7.5 feet
SW Corner: 29.137687 / -82.989353 9.5 feet
SE Corner: 29.138898 / -82.988101 8 feet
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Recommendations:
After review of the pertinent information, Division staff recommends the proposed area.

Comments:

The Division seeks to preclude impacts to seagrass beds and other sensitive habitats.
Division staff could make an accurate assessment of the proposed lease sites and the
adjacent areas. The proposed parcels are not in a major navigation channel. Some
boating/kayaking activity is expected for recreational and commercial fishing. The
proposed area is located within the Big Bend Seagrasses Aquatic Preserve.

Figure 1. Proposed Lease Site Location adjacent to Corrigan’s Reef AUZ in Levy County

Proposed Corrigans AUZ Expansion

July 22, 2024
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Figure 2. Assessment Sketch- First row
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Figure 3. Assessment Sketch- Second Row
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Figure 4. Looking West, Dog Island East AUZ

Jul 11, 2024 at 12:27:23 PM
+29.138679,-82.988087
Levy County

F‘igur__e 5. Shoreline, looking Northwest

Jul 11, 2024 at 12:27;
+29.138679,-82.94
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Figure 6. Shoreline, looking West- Town of Cedar Key

Jul 11, 2024 at 12:27:38 PM
+29.138679,-82.988087
Levy County

Figure 7. Existing Leases, looking North- Corrigan’s Reef AUZ

Jul11, 2024 at 1:50:14 PM
+29.157993,-83.078716
Levy Count
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Figure 8. Critical Habitat Map
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Figure 9. Proposed Lease parcels showing distances and recommended parcel
schematic- 2-Acre and 4.3-Acre

Legend
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Florida Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services
Division of Aquaculture

SOVEREIGNTY SUBMERGED LAND AQUACULTURE LEASE

Section 253.71, Flonda Statutes.

WILTON SIMPSON
COMMISSIONER

Thus Instrument Prepared by:
Division of Aquaculture

600 South Calhoun Street, Suite 217
Tallahassee, Flonda 32399

BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE INTERNAL IMPROVEMENT TRUST FUND
OF THE STATE OF FLORIDA

THIS LEASE is hereby issued by the Board of Trustees of the Intenal Improvement Trust Fund of the State of Florida,
hereinafier referred to as the “Lessor.”

WITNESSETH: That for and in consideration of payment of the lease fees hereinafier provided, and the fmthful and
timely performance of and compliance with all terms and conditions stated herein, the Lessor does hereby lease to . hereinafter
designated as the “Lessee,” the sovereignty submerged lands described as follows:

A parcel { ) of sovereignty, submerged land lying in the Aquaculture Use Zone,
near . in County, Flonda, contaming acres, more or less, of sovereignty,
submerged lands descnbed and shown on Attachment A,

TO HAVE THE USE OF the hereinabove described premises for a period of ten years from
the effective date of this lease. The terms and conditions upon and for which this lease is granted are as follows:

1. The Lessee is hereby authonzed to undertake aquaculure activities on the lands described above.

2. Lessee shall pay to Lessor an annual lease fee of . tepresenting a base annual rental fee of $16.73 per acre
or fraction thereof and an annual surcharge of $10.00 per acre or fraction thereof, pursuant to rule 18-21.022, Florida Administrative
Code (F.A.C.). The annual fee and surcharge collected will be deposited in the General Inspection Trust Fund, pursuant to sections
397.010{(3)(b) and (7). F.8. The first year’s base rent and surcharge shall be paid to Lessor within 30 days of the effective date of
this lease. Thereafter base rent and surcharge shall be paid annually to Lessor on or before January | of each succeeding vear of
the lease term. Lessee understands that from time to time the lease fee may be increased by the Lessor, and the Lessee agrees to
pay the increased lease fee, as adopted by the Board of Trustees.

3. Failure of the lessee to pay rent within 30 days of January 1 shall constitute ground for cancellation of the lease
and forfeiture to the state of all works, improvements, and animal and plant life in and upon the leased land and water column.

4. The Lessee shall mainiain complete and accurate production documents and shall provide same to Lessor upon
request.

FDACS-15153 Rev. 03/21
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5. Faillwre of the Lessee to perform effective cultivation, or otherwise comply with the terms of this lease, shall
constitute cause for termination of the lease and forfeiture to the State of all the works, improvements, and animal and plant life m
and upon the leased land and water column. Effectrve cultivation shall consist of the reasonable and bona fide attempt to grow-out
shellfish m a density swtable for commercial harvestng, m accordance with the Lessee’s business plan submatted to the Department
of Agnculture and Consumer Services (hereafter “Department™) as part of the lease application and shall be extended throughout
the enfire ten-vear term of this lease.

& This lease may be terminated upon the Lessee’s written request.

T The Lessee, in accepting this lease, does hereby azree that no claim to title or interest to said lands hereinbefore
described shall be made by reason of the occupancy or use thereof and that all fitle or interest to said land herembefore deseribed iz
vested in the Lessor.

E The Board of Trustees will not approve lease transfers or assiznments during the first five years of the mitial lease
term. However, after five years from the effective date of the inihial lease, Lessee, upon written consent from the Lessor, may
sublease, assign or otherwise transfer the lease granted to the Lesses.

9. The Lassee shall nerther permit the sovereign lands deseribed in this lease nor any part thereof to be used or
occupied for any purpose or busmess other than herein specified; nor shall the Lessee knowingly permmt or suffer nnsances or illegal
operations of any kind on the sovereizn lands desenbed m this leasa.

10. The Lessee agrees to maintam the sovereizn lands described m this lease in good condiion m the mterest of
public health, safety and welfare. The Lezsee agrees that the sovereign lands desenbed m this lease are subject to inspection by the
Lessor or its designated agent at any reasonable fime.

11 The Lessee hereby covenants and agrees to investigate all claims of every nature at its expense, and to mdemnify,
defend. hold, and save harmless the Board of Trustees of the Infernal Improvement Trust Fund, the State of Flonda, and the
Department from all elaims, actions, lawswts and demands arisng out of this lease or any activity conducted hereunder. The Lessea
further agrees to be solaly responsible for any injury or property damage resulting from any property conditions or activity on the

leased area.

12 The Lessee agrees that upon expiration or termmation of ths lease all permmssion granted to undertake the
actrvities, as desenbed m paragraph 1 of thes lease, shall cease and terminate, and Lessee shall immediately vacate and summender
possession of the premuses to Lessor subject to the provisions of paragraph 23.

13. If requested by Lesses, this leaze may be renewable for addihonal ten-vear terms upon such terms and condifions
as are acceptable to the parties hereto. The request must be in writing and delvered by the Lessee to the Lessor no later than 90
day= before the expuation date of the then exishing lease agreement. Upon receipt of the request for an additional ten-year term, the
Department will erther take final action on behalf of the Board of Trustees where the circumstances meet the delezation of authonty
provided to the Department by the Board of Trustess, or the Department will submit the Lessee’s request for an additional ten-year
term to the Board of Trustees for final action.

14, Meither fathare or successive faillures on the part of the Lessor to enforce any provision, ner amy waiver or
successive wWarvers on its part of any provision heremn, shall operate as a discharge thereof or render the same inoperative or impaw
the night of the Lessor to enforce the same upon any renewal thereof or in the event of subsequent breach or breaches.

15. The Lessee, by acceptance of thus lease, binds riself to abude by the provisions and condiions herein set forth
and said provisions and condrfions shall be deemed covenants of the Lessee. In the event the Lessee fails or refuses to comply with
the provisions and conditions herem set forth, or in the event the Lessee violates any of the provisions and condifions herein, except
for the prowisions of paragraph 25, this lease may be terminated by the Lessor after nohice in writing by certified mail to the Lessee.
Upon receipt of such notice, the Lessee shall undertake to corvect such noncompliance or vielation for which the Lessor has given
notice to corvect within 30 days of receipt of notice. In the event Lessse fals or refuses to fumely comect the violation, the Lessor,
at its ophion, shall be entitled to termimate this lease and, if terminated, all nghts of Lessee hereunder shall cease. All costs, incloding
reasonzable attorney fees, mewrred by the Lessor to enforce any provisions of this lease shall be paid by the Lessee. The Lessee, by
acceptance of this lease, agrees to accept service by certified mail of any notice required by this lease or Chapter 233, F5., m
addifion to Chapter 18-14, F.A C_, at the following address:

SSLAL Mo. -AG-
FDACS-15153 Rev. 03721
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STREET OR F. 0. B kO

Cmy STATE g

The Lessee aprees to notify the Lassor by certified manl of any change in thys address at least ten days before the change is effective.
If Lessea’s mail 15 retwmed for any reason (unclaimed, unable to delmver, no longer at address, ete ), and Lessor 15 unable to locate
Lessee, Lessor has the option of canceling the lease.

16. The Lessee agrees to assume zll responsibility for habialites that accrue to the subject property or to the
mprovements thereof, mcluding any and all special assessments or taxes of every kind and descriphion whach are now or may be
hereafier lawfully assessed and levied against the subject property and associated mprovements during the effective period of this
lease.

17. Unless the moonng of a security vessel is spectfically approved m wiiting by Lessor, no secunity vessel shall be
moored on or adjacent to the lease avea. Lessee finther agrees that no vessel required to be registered or titled under Florida law
shall be allowed to moor or dock within or adjacent to, or otherwise use the area descnbed within this lease unless such vesselis
registered or fitled 1n accordance with Chapters 327 and 328, F.5. Lessee agrees that no wessel of any descriphion shall be moored
on or adjacent to the leased premises for a peniod exceedng twenty-four howrs, nrespective of whether the vessel 15 penodically
moved, unless authonzed by the terms of this lease.

18. HNOTICE: The undertaking of any unauthonzed activibes, meluding the erechon or placement of any permanent
or temporary structures, shall constitute 3 vielaton of Chapter 253 F 5. and subject the Lessee to admimstrative fines under Chapter
18-14, F A C | and the terms of this lease. Any such violation may result in the impesiion of adminishrative fines, judzment for
damages, and'or the termination of this lease.

19. As a condifion to obtaming thys lease, the Lessee hereby agrees not to disciiminate agamst any indridual because
of that mdividual’s race, color, religion, sex, national ongin, age, handicap, or mantal status with respect to any activity ocowring
within the area mbject to this lease or upon lands adjacent to and used as an admnet of the area desenibed within this leasa.

). Leszor and Lessee agree that Lessor has venue privilege as to any bbigation ansmg from matters relating to this
lease. Therefore, any such htigation between Lessor and Lessee shall be mihated and mamtained only m Leon County, Flonda.

21. This lease 15 the entive and only lease between the parhes. Its provisions are not severable. Any amendment or
maodification to this lease must be in wnting and must be accepted, acknowledged and executed by the Leszee and Lessor.

. Thas lease shall be desmed to have been executed and entered into m the State of Flonida. Any dispute ansing
hereunder shall be governed by the laws of the State of Florida. This lease shall be bindmg on and shall inre to the benefit of the
hews, executors, admmmstrators and assigns of the parhies hereto, but nothing contaned i this paragraph shall be construed as a
consent by Lessor to any assignment of this Lease or any interest thevemn by Lesses.

23, Lessee shall remove all works, equipment, stuctures and mmprovements from the sovereign lands described m
this lease within 60 davs following the date of expiration or termuination of this lease Lessee shall also provide to the Department
an attestation statement from a third party, acceptable by the Lessor, verifving that all works, equipment, structures and
improvements have been removed. Failure to remove all equipment and improvements within 60 days and provide the attestation
statement may result in cancellaton of all other aguaculture submerged land leases held by Lessee and Lessee will be prombited
from exscuting, acqunng, sublethng, or the authonzed use of any state owned aguaculture submerged land lease for ten years
from date of cancellation of the lease in which the works, equipment, structures and improvements were not removed.

24 The Lessee shall be bound by present and future enactments in Florida law as expressed m Chapter 233, FS_ or
elsewhere m Florida Statutes, and by present and future provisions of the Flonda Admimstrative Code promulzated thereunder, and
by any present and fiare enactments adopted by the Board of Trustees pertaiming to thys lease agresment.

25 Comviction of a viclabon of Chapter 597, F.5. and'or mule 5L-1, F.A.C. or other mles promulgated by the
Department, or the Florida Fish and Wildhfe Conservation Commission, may be cause for this lease to be terminated without finther

SSLAL Mo. -Aid-
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notice to Lessee and shall result in the forfaiture to Lessor of the works, improvements, and shellfish m and upon the leased premises.

26. SPECIAL ILEASE CONDITIONS

a) Pursuant to Chapter 253.71 (7), F.5., lease agreements may contam special lease conditions that provide for
flexibility m surveving and posting lease boundanes, meorporate conditions necessary to 1ssue permifs pursuant
to Part IV of Chapter 373, F.5. and Chapter 403, F.5_, and provide for special activities related to aguaculiure
and resource management.

(13 Pursuant to Chapter 597, F.5_ authonzed activifies include, but are not limited to, planting shellfish
cultrvated from eggs. transplanting and relaving live stocks, placement of culich material, harvesting
clams, the installation and removal of nets, bags, or other devices, and the placement of markers that
designate the comers and perimeters of the culture area.

(2 All culture matenals, cover nets, bags or other designated markers placed on or mn the water shall be
clean and free of pollutants; ncluding petroleum products such as creosote, oils and greases, or other
pollutants. Compounds used as preservatives mmust be used in accordance with product label.

(3 Culture matenals (cultch) placed on the grow-out area must be a smtable substance for attachment of
ovster larvae: such as natural molluscan shells; fossilized shell; fossilized coral and other aguatic
organsms; bthie matenals, such as crushed and graded lomestone, gramte. and gravel which contam
caleium carbonate and/or fosmlized organizms; or recycled materials which contain hthic frachions and
caleium carbonate, meluding crushed and graded concrete. Exceptions to this list of zenerally accepted
culich matenials must be specifically approved and identified within the aquaculture lease agreement

(£ Bags and/or trays used m the eulture operation shall be removed from the water duning all mechanical
cleaning, maintenance and repair operations. Mechanical or bvdraulic devices shall not be used below
the water for the cleaming of the submerged stuctures. The Lessee may use hand tools for cleaning
shellfish, bags, and other structures under water.

b) The Lessee agrees that mechameal harvesting 1= prohibited on the lease site, unless expressly approved i thas
leaze agreement.

c} No aquaculture activities will be allowed over bottoms that contam biological resources consisting of submerged
seagrass communihes, patwally cccumng oyster and clam beds, corals, attached sponges or attached macro
manne algae beds.

d) The Lessee shall, prnior to commencement of the aguaculture activities on the approved lease sifte, and no later
than 120 days from the date of such approval, provide to the Lassor a Department of Environmental Protection,
Division of State Lands approved suwrvey and legal descnphon of the parcel to be meluded m the lease. If an
acceptable survey 1z not received from the Lessee within 120 days it mav be cause for immediate termination of
the lease.

e} The Lessee shall, within 90 days from the date of execution of this lease, properly post the lease boundaries to
delmeate the comers and penmeters of the lease. Lessee must install and maintam a buoy or post at each of the
remaining lease corners of the lease area. Markers shall be mstalled in a consistent manner (1.e, utilizing all
buoys, or all posts on site).

(13 Buoys mmst be white with international orange bands of reflective tape with black block characters at
least one-inch in height and melude each corner designation (Le., NE, NW, SE. and W) and parcel
number or FDACS Lease No. -AQ- . Each buoy mmst be maintained upnght at a
minimuny height of 14-inches above the mean high water mark.

(2 Posts must contain 3 field at least 2-1/2" wide and 10" long. The background shall be white with
international orange bands of reflactive tape above and below the field Parcel number orFDACS
Lease No. -AQ- and each comer designation (Le., NE, NW, SE, and 5W) shall be displayed

SELAL No. A0
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in black block characters of at least one-inch in height. The bottom of the identifying field on the post
shall extend a munimmm of 18-inches above the mean high water mark. Posts may be made from
carsonite, fiberglass, and/or PVC.

{3 For theft prevention, Lessee may install 2 mgn wath a white backzround and inchude: (a) the language
“HARVESTING FROHIBITED EXCEFT BY LESSEE” m one-inch black lefters; (&) the “cwele
symbol” uang international erange reflective tape; and (c) a two-mch border using international crange
reflective tape. The bottom of the sign shall extend a mmimum of three-faet above the mean lgh water
mark.

£ Thas lease 15 hmited to the exclusrve use of the bottom only. The overlving water column exceeding six-inches
above the bottom 15 specifically excluded.

=) The Lessee, and any sublessee and/or authorized nser, must possess and maintain a vahd Aquacnlture Certificate
of Registration from the Department of Agnculture and Consumer Services pursuant to Chapter 597.004, F 5.
As cerhfied, the Lessee, sublessee and authornized user shall implement the best management prachces adopted
in Chapter 5L-3, FAC.

Y] The Lassee shall employ best management practices to protect endemic shellfich populations from the potential
infroduction and transfer of diseases. The best management practices shall be employed during all production
and transport phases to provide responsible resource maragement, and reduce or elimuinate the nsk of disease
infroduchion or transfer. Best management prachees will melude but not be lmited to the followme provisions.

(1) The source of brood steck for seed stocks to be cultured shall be from native stocks. Lessee shall provide
documentation to the Department stating that seed stocks are from native brood stocks. The Lesses
shall obtain such documentation from the hatchery or nursery from which seed stocks are obtained.
Hatchery-reared seed stocks may not be obtained from facilities that cannet document the use of natrve
(regional) stocks m thew brood stock and genetic programs.

{2) The Lessee shall provide documentation that seed stocks are free of diseases that may threaten endemic
populations. Such doenmentation should be obtamed from the hatchery or nursery from which the seed
stocks were obtained. Seed stocks, obtained from hatcheries or oursenies located outside of the specific
region referenced m section 26, b (1), of thus lease must be certified by a recognized shellfish pathologist
as free of diseases that may threaten endemic populafions.

(3 The documentation required in section 26, b (2), of thas lease, as well as the source and destmation,
st accompany each shipment of seed stocks and market size shellfish, and a record of all documents
and transactions shall be mamtained by the Lessee and submitted to the Department m the anmal lease
audit. Shellfish seed stocks, for the purpese of this section, shall be defined as shellfish that are less
than ten percent of market-size or require a mmirnum of six months to reach market-size.

] Shellfish aguaculture products from certified aquaculiure operations may be possessed, transported and sold when
such shellfish are segregated in dishnet containers, with each contamer being appropriately labeled as to source
and certificate of regisiration number.

{13 The Lessee shall obtam authorization from the Depariment to relay market-zize shellfish stocks from
leases that are temporanly closed to direct-to-market sale. The Lessee shall document that the recelving
lease 1z closed for divect-to-market zale of shellfish for at least 30 days when market-zize shellfish are
obtained from another shellfish lease or source that 1s closed for direct-to-market sale at the time of the
transaction. Shellfish aquaeulture products which are harvested from a lease that 15 temporanly closed
to direct-to-market zale shall be documented as to date of harvest and transport. The authonzation to
relay may inchode requirements for bactenclogical analyses.

{2) Transplanting or relaying wild shellfish stocks to a lease 15 prohibited.

n Shellfish aquaculiure products which are harvested from the lease for direct-to-market sales for human

SSLAL Mo. -AQ-
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consumphon shall comply with other applicable provisions of Chapter 597, F.5., Chapter 5L-1, FA.C. and any
other applicable provisions of law and admmistrative code.

k) The Lessee shall perform the aquaculfure activibes mn such 3 manmer that will not have an adverse mpact on
sigmificant resource habitats such as seagrass beds or on endangered species such as manatees and sea turtles.

I If the activity and/or gear proposed by the Lessee are not covered under the Depariment’s Programmatic General
Pernut (SAT-99) for Live Rock and Manne Bivahre Aquaculture, the Lassee will need to apply for an mdrndual
permit from the Aroy Corps of Engmeers and comply with all provisions of the permit.  Specifications regarding
placement, type and function of apphances and devices used in culture practices and predator exclusion should
be expressly approved by the Division of Aquaculture.

m}) If prehustone or lnstonc artifacts, such as pottery or ceramics, projectile points, dugout canoes, metal implements,
hustoric bulding materials, or any other physical remams that could be associated with Native Amencan, early
European, or Amencan settlement are encountered at any fimme within the project site area, the permuited project
shall cease all activities mvelving subsurface disturbance in the vicimty of the discovery. The Lessee shall contact
the Flonda Department of State, Division of Histonical Eesomrces, Complhiance Review Section at (350/245-
6333). Project activities shall not resume without verbal and/or wnitten authonzation. In the event that unmarked
buman remains are encountered dunng permutted actvites, all work shall stop momediatelv and the proper
authonties notified in accordance with Sechon 87205, F.5.

(Femamder of page intentionally laft blank)
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SLESSEE™:

By

Ornznzl Signature of Lessee or Executing Authonity

Typed Printed Name of Lesses or Executing Authonty
As

(If Lezsee 15 a corporation, please enter capacity m whach
Executing Authonty is authorized to sign, 1.8, President,
Vice President, atc.)
STATEOF
COUNTY OF

The foregoing instument was acknowledged before me this day of .
, Who 15 personally known to me, or who has produced a

as 1dentification.

20 Loy

Motary Public (SEAL)

SSLAL No. A0
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BOAFRD OF TRUSTEES OF THE INTEEMNAL
DIMFROVEMENT TRUST FUND OF THE STATE OF FLORIDA

(SEAL)
By:
Joey B. Hicks, Director, Division of Admimshation
{or his desiznee)
Department of Agricnlture and Consumer Services, Designes
For the Board of Trustees of the Internal Improvement Trust Fund
“LESSOR”
STATE OF FLORIDA
COUNTY OF LEON
The foregoing mstrament was acknowledzed before me this day of
20 , by Joey B. Hicks, Director {or hus designee), Division of Admimstration, who 1s personally known to me.
Motary Public (SEAL)
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