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Criteria for CWAs

 Significant concentration of wildlife
 Subject to disturbance
 A distinct, manageable area
 Landowner concurrence

Patrick Leary



How CWAs work
 There are no restrictions 

where signage is not posted
 Only the portions of each 

CWA that are critical for a 
wildlife population are 
posted

 Posted areas are closed to 
all public access to minimize 
disturbance to wildlife



Established CWAs

Seasonal (16)

Year-round (6)



Established CWAs

• Primary species protected
• 2 inland sites

• Southeastern bat

• 20 coastal sites
• 7 : wading birds
• 12 : seabirds and shorebirds
• 1 : gopher tortoise



2012: CM226 Objectives
• Develop species lists, current level of management for each active CWA; 
• Identify CWAs that need to be re-established (or new sites that need to be 

established) and initiate the process; 
• Conduct outreach to partners/stakeholders on the importance of CWAs 

and the role they play in coastal conservation; 
• Identify partners with the resources to participate in developing and 

implementing management strategies; 
• In coordination with DEP, discuss current vegetation management 

limitations and begin to develop guidelines (adopt through an MOU); 
• Implement management strategies at CWAs to reduce human wildlife 

conflict and improve habitat for wildlife. 



Outcomes
• The hiring of a coordinator provided guidance to partners and identified 

needs. 
• An internal process for establishment was developed and approved by 

the Commission February 2013. 
• The hiring of two technicians assisted with management at 6 CWAs 

during the nesting season, easing the burden on partners and FWC 
staff. 

• Outreach was implemented by attending partner meetings. 
• Discussion with DEP regarding vegetation management was initiated, 

but the development of an MOU seemed unlikely. Discussion ongoing.



2013: CM316 Objectives
• Develop a web-accessible GIS database for CWAs, with data identified in 

Year One incorporated into the mapping product; 
• Identify CWAs needing re-establishment under the revised rule; 
• Implement conflict management strategies (by trained technicians) 

identified in Year 1; 
• Incorporate management strategies in mapping product; 
• Develop a prioritized list of sites with vegetation management needs and 

begin to implement proposed management; 
• Utilize technicians to train partners and volunteers in management 

strategy methods.



Outcomes
• 4 technicians hired to conduct management at 8 CWAs. 
• Funds were also applied to a law enforcement hire back 

program.  This allowed off-duty officers to patrol extra hours 
CWAs during the nesting season. 

• Outreach was implemented by attending partner meetings.
• New educational signage was developed to be installed prior to 

the next nesting season. 
• A new website was developed with a clickable map which 

provides basic information on each CWA such as closure dates 
and species protected. 

• Vegetation management: DEP suggested an area-wide permit 
that could cover various sites throughout the state. The 
coordinator worked with the Coastal Wildlife Conservation 
Initiative coordinator to develop the list of CWA and non-CWA 
sites to include in the application.







Area-Wide Permit



Momentum
• 2014 – Bird Island CWA approved
• 2015 – Waterway markers installed

Eight minor re-establishments approved
Four disestablishments
Field permit authorized
Second Chance CWA approved

• 2016 – LBR approved



Established CWAs



A Teddy Roosevelt Moment

9 new CWAs
5 major re-establishments



Questions?
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