
Florida Coastal Resilience Forum 
Quarterly Meeting 

August 8, 2018 Notes 

I. Welcome and Introductions – Presented by Whitney Gray

II. East Central Florida Regional Resilience Project (ECFRRP)– Presented by Tara McCue
 Provided a slide show, on the actions and plans that the ECFRPC have been involved
in.  Their engagements with their stakeholders, funding, and workshops that have
taken place.

 Contact information for Tara McCue with ECFRPC
o Director of Planning and Community Development
o Main Phone Number:  407/245-0300
o Mailing Address:  455 N. Garland Avenue, Suite 414, Orlando, FL 32801
o Email: tara@ecfrpc.org
o Website: http://www.ecfrpc.org/

III. Tampa Bay Coalition Update – Presented by Heather Young
 Memorandum of Understanding was developed in June.  So far will be working with
Citrus County, Pinellas County, City of Palmetto, City of St. Petersburg, and the City
of Treasure Island to date.  Hoping more will join after elections are held.

 Contact information for Heather Young with TBPRC
oSenior Environmental Planner
oMain Phone Number:  727-570-5151
oMailing Address:  4000 Gateway Centre Blvd, Suite 100, Pinellas Park, FL
33782 

oEmail:  heather@tbrpc.org
oWebsite: http://www.tbrpc.org/

IV. Hillsborough County Sea Level Rise Study – Presented by Gene Henry
 Provided a slide show, on the sea level rise study that was conducted.  Work was
conducted in conjunction with the University of South Florida.

 Looking at the effects of natural resources as well as social changes through
vulnerability assessments, as the starting point for a multi-year project to ultimately
provide recommendations for possible laws and codes for the future.

 Contact information for Gene Henry
o Email:  HenryE@HillsboroughCounty.org

V. Case Law Update – Presented by Thomas Ruppert
 Discussed the Jordan vs. St. John’s County case and its outcomes. Asserted that
failing to maintain a road is a property taking claim.

 Discussed St. Bernard Parish Government and the Mississippi River Gulf Outlet
canal, which found that maintenance arguments are a tort claim and not a property
taking claim.
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 There is an article coming out in October that analyzes the weaknesses in the Jordan
Case and how the Corps’ levee case contradicted the Jordan case.

 Question presented by Allan with Pasco County.  Asked to confirm that if a
government has the responsibility to act, but it’s a matter of inability to solve the
problem, it is a civil case.

 Maintenance is required via the legal perspective, but that is different than replacing
the entire road.

 Contact information for Thomas Ruppert with University of Florida
o Coastal Planning Specialist
o Main Phone Number: 352-392-5113
o Mailing Address:  PO Box 110400, Gainesville, FL  32611
o Email: truppert@ufl.edu
o Website: https://www.flseagrant.org/about/staff/ruppert/

VI. Statewide GIS – Presented by Richard Butgereit
 Presented a slideshow regarding the new LiDAR Project that is being implemented.
 The best data density to acquire is level 1.
 Utilizing existing data (that meets the standards) and aerials some counties and other
agencies have already produced.  This is for a basic understanding of water level rise
due to storms and time, and to measure the flood risk.

 Question presented by Kelli Hammer Levy with Pinellas County.  Kelly indicated
that Pinellas County flew their own LiDAR December 2017, and that the data that
was presented didn’t indicate it.  It was discussed that there are some questions about
that original fly over and it would be discussed off-line.

 Question was presented by Peter Sheng, with the University of Florida.  Peter asked if
Collier County and Miami-Dade County would be re-flown, since the data indicated
that they already met the level 1 data collection. It was discussed that the information
shown today included those two areas as completed, yet in actuality the work will
start up again this fall, because they couldn’t complete it before seasonal weather
changes shut it down.

 Question was presented by Whitney Gray.  How will local governments be able to
access this data once it is all completed and compiled.  USGS and other federal
partners are utilizing Amazon Cloud, and NOAA has the Digital Coast website for
data as well.  The state is working on a portal for the data along with Water
Management District partners for their use.  Local governments should partner with
and keep in touch with their Water Management Districts for the best updates.

 Contact information for Richard Bugereit with FDEM, SERT
o Chief Information Officer
o Main Phone Number:  850-851-4701
o Email: Richard.butgereit@em.myflorida.com
o Website: https://www.slideshare.net/governmenttechnology/fl-dgs-18-
presentation-emergency-management-in-florida-by-richard-butgereit

VII. Cultural Resources – Impacts and Options – Presented by Gary Ellis
 Discussed the focus on micro level study along the central coast of Florida.  The
purpose of the analysis that has been completed is to look at the elevation levels, to
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see what archaeological assets are staying and what is disappearing, from the cultural 
resources as well as natural environment losses. 

 Question presented by Whitney Gray.  Is there a particular spot that is the most
vulnerable in the state? Yes, it is St. Augustine.  49% of statewide archeological
inventory has been destroyed since 1975.  These are non-renewable resources that are
being lost.

 Contact information for Gary Ellis with Gulf Archaeology Research Institute
o Director Emeritus
o Main Phone Number: (732) 995-3818 or (352) 464-4274
o Mailing Address:  5990 N. Tallahassee Road, Crystal River, FL 34428
o Email: gari.arch@gmail.com
o Website: https://gulfarchaeology.org/

VIII. Florida Climate Institute – Presented by Carolyn Cox
 Working with 10 universities
 Produced a book last December, with 20 chapters, all of which can be located on the 
website. https://floridaclimateinstitute.org/resources/florida-climate-book.

 They also put out a monthly newsletter that includes funding opportunities.
 Contact information for Carolyn Cox with Florida Climate Institute 

oCoordinator
oMain Phone Number: 352-392-1864 ext.255mber:
oMailing Address:  255 Frazier Rogers Hall, Gainesville, FL  32611
oEmail: crcox@ufl.edu;
o Website: crcox@ufl.edu

IX. Question from Kelli Levy, from Pinellas County
 Looking for anyone who has information on management plans for operating a
department related to maintenance and management to climate impacts.  This would
be something that could be utilized on a day-to-day basis, as to items to look for and
correct, to lesson climate changes.

 Palm Beach County mentioned that they would make contact with Kelli off line.
 Margarita Wells, with Miami Beach, advised that they could provide some
information for Kelli as well.

 Contact information for Kelli Levy with Pinellas County
o Division Director, Pinellas County Environmental Management
o Email: klevy@pinellascounty.org
o Website: http://www.pinellascounty.org/default.htm

X. Question from Rebecca DeLarosa from Palm Beach County
 Rachel filled in for Rebecca who wasn’t able to make the meeting.
 Rebecca wanted to know what efforts were being utilized with regards to solar
energy.

 Margarita Wells, with Miami Beach, advised that she has some information that she
could share with Rebecca off line.

 Question was presented by Anita, with Franklin County advised that they are putting
in solar panels to power their waste water, for a savings of $60K per year.
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 It was discussed that FRCP doesn’t include solar energy in its wheelhouse, currently.
The unit is working on coastal effects in sea level rise at this time.

 Contact information for Rebecca DeLarosa with Palm Beach County
o Legislative Affairs Director
o Main Phone Number: 561-355-3451
o Email: rdelarosa@pbcgov.org
o Website: http://discover.pbcgov.org/Pages/default.aspx

XI. Status of 2018 FRCP Grants & Resilience Planning Grants 2018-2019 – Presented by
Whitney Gray
 Guidebook

o There is a New Florida Adaptation Planning Guidebook which is a
culmination of the Community Resilience Initiative that was funded by DEP
and carried out by DEO, with funds from the Florida Coastal Management
Program.

o Shows best practices in adaptation planning, along with step-by-step process
to do adaptation planning.

o There are examples included along with an update to the PDRP Addendum.
o You can access the Guidebook on the website at:
https://floridadep.gov/fco/florida-resilient-coastlines-
program/documents/adaptation-planning-guidebook

 Funding provided
o FRCP has provided 13 grants from federal funds over $576,000 that will run
into 2019.

o These grants deal with the Peril of Flood compliance for municipalities.  Also
helping communities with step one to do their vulnerability assessment to go
to adaptation plans.

o Currently we have a state allocation budgeted for approximately $500,000 that
is currently on our website for applications to be submitted by September 7,
2018 by 4:00 PM ET.  https://floridadep.gov/fco/florida-resilient-coastlines-
program/content/funding-opportunities

o These funds are for Peril of flood, development of adaptation action areas,
resilience plans, and discussion for support with tools and outreach tools.

 Website
o The websites for FRCP is up and running at: https://floridadep.gov/resilience
o Quick links on the left side consist of the following:

 Funding Opportunities, which is where our grant information is
located.

 Resilience Resources, which includes the Guidebook, and other
resources.

 Get Involved, will include information on these forum meetings, with
notes.

 Funded Projects, lists out the projects that are currently being funded
through FRCP.

 Contact information for Whitney Gray, with FDEP
oAdministrator of the Florida Resilient Coastlines Program
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oMain Phone Number: 850-245-2098
oMailing Address:  3900 Commonwealth Blvd., MS235, Tallahassee, FL  32399
oEmail: whitney.gray@floridadep.gov
oWebsite: https://floridadep.gov/FCO/Florida-Resilient-Coastlines-Program

XII. Announcements
 Anita Grove, with NOAA/ANERR advised that there will be a NOAA Adaptation 
Workshop to be held in October 29-30 at the Apalachicola National Estuarine 
Research Reserve at 108 Island Drive in East Point, Florida.  The training will offer 
CEUs for planners and floodplain managers.  Anita Grove can be reached at:
anita.grove@dep.state.fl.us or 850-670-7708.

 Steve Boehning with the Florida Floodplain Managers Association (FFMA) advised 
that the Coastal Committee holds monthly meetings on the 4th Thursday of each 
month @ 1:00 pm and are looking for presenters.  Contact Steve Boehning, FFMA 
Coastal Committee Chair, at: steve@coastalwde.com for more information, call (813)
765-3362, or go to the website at: https://www.flfloods.org.

XIII. Meeting adjourned at 10:35 AM ET 
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