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Memorandum
TO: INTERESTED PARTIES
FROM: Steven A. Cutshaw, Chief, Office of Park Planninﬁf-

SUBJECT: Economic Impact Assessment — Florida State Park System

DATE: October 2, 2019

Attached is the Fiscal Year 2018/2019 Economic Impact Assessment for the
Florida State Park System.

The Division of Recreation and Parks has generated the annual report since
1994. Numerous models and software exist to assess economic impact. To
assess the economic impact of state parks and greenways and trails on Florida's
economy, the Division of Recreation and Parks uses information from the
National Park Service and Visit Florida, as well as Division of Recreation and
Parks’ data on annual park expenditures and attendance. This report is an
estimate of economic benefits in the local area around a park.

If you have questions concerning the data found in the attached report, please
contact the Office of Park Planning at 850.245.3051.
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FISCAL YEAR 2018-2019
FLORIDA STATE PARK SYSTEM — ECONOMIC IMPACT ASSESSMENT

Summary of Data

Based on Fiscal Year (FY) 2018-2019 data, a total of 29,446,353 Florida residents and visitors
enjoyed our award-winning system of state parks and trails. This year the estimated total
economic impact of Florida State Parks is over $2.6 Billion in direct economic impact,
generating over $176 Million in increased sales tax revenue. In addition, 37,119 jobs were
supported by state park operations. The implication of this data is that for every 1,000 persons
visiting a state park in Florida, the total direct impact on the local community is approximately
$85,403.

CENTRAL $ 737,049,085 $ 50,085,523 10,319
CENTRAL OFFICE SUPPORT  $ 28,057,370 % 449
NORTHEAST $ 419,866,656 ¢ 28,115,564 5,878
NORTHWEST $ 331,193,416 $ 21,751,998 4,637
SOUTHEAST $ 546,364,579 $ 36,793,861 7,649
SOUTHWEST $ 584,808,324 $ 39,290,361 8,187
STATEWIDE $  2,647,339,430 $ 176,037,306 37,119

TOTAL DIRECT IMPACT BY ADMINISTRATIVE UNIT
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FISCAL YEAR 2018-2019
FLORIDA STATE PARK SYSTEM — ECONOMIC IMPACT ASSESSMENT

PARKS AND TRAILS WITH GREATEST DIRECT ECONOMIC IMPACT

Cross Florida Greenway $264,726,648

Honeymoon Island $140,327,639

Florida Keys Overseas

$104,289,531
Heritage Trail

Lovers Key $69,746,679

St. Andrews $57,010,337

Anastasia $83,914,873

Sebastian Inlet $66,494,055

Blii Baggs Cape Florida $58,863,058

Fort Zachary Taylor $59,064,860

Hugh Taylor Birch $36,630,616

The ten units with the greatest direct economic impacts in the state are shown above. The
economic impacts of these parks are due to many factors including: geographic location and
available amenities.
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FISCAL YEAR 2018-2019
FLORIDA STATE PARK SYSTEM — ECONOMIC IMPACT ASSESSMENT

Definition of Terms

1. Total Direct Economic Impact: The number of new dollars spentin a local economy by non-
local park visitors and park operations.

2. Increased State Sales Tax: The estimated amount of tax dollars the state receives from park
visitor expenditures.

3. Total Jobs Supported: This may be any combination of seasonal, temporary, part-time or
full-time employment that adds up to 16 full-time jobs per one million dollars in total new
expenditures in the local area. Source: [Thomas, C., Huber, C. & Koontz, L. 2012 National Park
Visitor Spending Effects: Economic Contributions to Local Communities, States, and the Nation.
Fort Collins, Colorado: U.S. Geological Survey & National Park Service]

4. Park Annual Attendance; The total attendance which occurred during the 12-month FY
2018-2019. Source: DEP Bureau of Operational Services.

5. Non-Local Visitor Percentage: The percentage of visitors to a state park unit that are not
from the local area. “Impact” is a measure of new dollars introduced to a community.

6. Average Per-Person Per-Day Expenditure: For the purposes of this assessment, the average
per-person, per-day expenditure is defined as “the average amount that residents and non-
residents traveling by automobile will spend, per-person, per-day in Florida”. The spending
categories include transportation, food (grocery & restaurant), and lodging. State park-specific
data on this factor is not available. The information on visitor expenditures for this assessment
is based on the 2018 annual data from VISIT FLORIDA.

7. FY 2018-2019 Expenditures: Total expenditures (salaries/benefits, operating expenses, and
fixed capital expenditures) made by the park or administrative unit during the 12-month FY
2018-2019. Source: DEP Bureau of Finance and Accounting.
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