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2020-2021 Resource Management Annual Report Executive Summary 

 
Prescribed Burning and Wildfires 
 

• Park staff completed prescribed fires on a total of 80,508 acres within state parks, a 73% increase and a difference of 33,882 acres 
compared to the previous fiscal year. This was due to an increase in prescribed fires during the third and fourth quarters. 

• The number of fire-type acres in rotation decreased by 2%, a total of 3,643 acres less than the previous fiscal year. 
• FPS conducted 371 prescribed burns, 83 more than the previous year. 
• Wildfires accounted for 1,734 acres (2%) of the total acres burned.  
• Statewide, the percentage of planned acres that were treated with fire increased by 29% from the previous fiscal year.  
• Of the 91 parks with acres planned for prescribed fire, 72 conducted at least one prescribed burn, or 58%. 
• Forty (40) parks exceeded their minimum ecological target acreages, four more than the previous fiscal year.  
• District five was the only district to meet 100% of its’ planned goal. 
• FPS celebrated 50 years of prescribed fire on May 17, 2021, at Falling Waters State Park. 
• FPS reached the milestone of two million acres burned on June 8, 2021.  
• On March 31, 2021, FPS conducted a record-breaking prescribed fire at Kissimmee Prairie Preserve State Park, including 34 crew members 

and a total of 11,533 acres burned.  
 

Mechanical Treatment 
 

• FPS mechanically treated 2,204 acres in 24 parks for habitat improvement or fuel reduction – 532 acres less than the previous year, a 19% 
decrease. 

• Mulching or shredding accounted for 602 acres, or 27%, of the total acres treated statewide. 
• District three mechanically treated the largest number of acres, 1,111 acres, or about 50% of the total acres treated this fiscal year.  

 
Invasive Plant Removal  
 

• FPS treated a total of 9,076 Infested Acres for invasive plants, a 4% decrease from the previous year. FPS worked a total of 51,958 Gross 
Acres to treat these Infested Acres, a 2% decrease from the previous year. 

• FPS reached 100% of its invasive plant treatment goal for the year. 
• The total number of parks treating invasive plants increased by 5 parks (3%) from the previous fiscal year.  
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• The top two most commonly removed invasive plant species remained the same as last year, Brazilian pepper and Cogon grass. Natal grass 
rose from the tenth to the third-most removed this fiscal year.  

• Total Infested Acres division-wide (46,225 acres) did not change significantly from the previous fiscal year.  
 
Invasive and Nuisance Animal Removal 
 

• FPS removed a total of 8,636 invasive and nuisance native animals: 7,656 invasive and 980 nuisance native. Statewide, the total number of 
animals removed decreased by 4,398, or 34% from the previous fiscal year.  

• Feral hogs consistently reflect the greatest number of mammals removed with 3,016 hogs removed from 50 state parks, a 45% decrease 
from the previous year. 

• The number of invasive fish being removed has been rising steadily over the past three years. A total of 1,699 fish were removed at six state 
parks, with 99% from District three.  

• Among herpetofauna, the green iguana once again represents the greatest number of herps removed, totaling 581, which is a 77% decrease 
from the last fiscal year.  

• The number of feral cats removed decreased from 60 to 28, or 53%.  
 

Marine Turtle Nesting 

• FPS coordinated turtle nesting surveys on 101 miles of beach in 40 state parks.  
• A total of 6,557 nests were reported on state park beaches, a 5% decrease from the previous year. On average, FPS had 65 sea turtle nests 

per mile of beach. 
• The number of Loggerhead nests recorded decreased by 6% and Green nests increased by 3%.  
• State park beaches had an overall predation rate of 6% statewide, a 1% decrease from 2020. Six parks had greater than 20% predation. 
• The most reported predator species were coyotes, which accounted for 177 predated nests. Ghost crabs were second with 107 predated 

nests.  
• Districts 4 and 5 reported the most predated nests, 146 and 148 nests respectively.  
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Florida Park Service Jurisdiction Report  

Fiscal Years 1986 – 2021 

Comparison of Staff to Acres Managed 

The chart below shows the changes over time in the number of full-time staff compared to the number of acres under the 
jurisdiction of the Division of Recreation and Parks. 
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Florida Park Service Prescribed Burning Report 

July 1, 2020 – June 30, 2021 
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Florida Park Service Prescribed Burning Report 

Florida Park Service Prescribed Burning History 1981 – 2021 

 

 

Florida Park Service Annual Fire Report 

 

Notes About This Graph 
1981:   FPS began systematically tracking fire program accomplishments 
2005:   Fire-type acres under management increased with the addition Office of Coastal and Aquatic Managed Areas properties  
2005:   Apparent increase in "Acres Planned" resulted from re-defining the plan to reflect ecological need rather than the operational plans   
2007:   Number of fire-type acres dropped significantly with the transfer of Tosohatchee State Reserve to FWC 
2009:   Began tracking fire management accomplishments with new, more accurate database; resumed tracking operational plans 
2014:   Greenways and Trails data were incorporated into the fire database adding nearly 30,000 acres of fire-type community 
2020:   Apparent decrease in “Acres Burned” due to COVID-19 travel restrictions and park closures during the burning season  
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Florida Park Service Annual Fire Report  

Fiscal Year 2020 – 2021  

Burned, Planned, Minimum Ecological Target Acres by District 

The graph below shows the number of acres each district burned compared to the number planned and the minimum target. Acres burned are 
from both wildfire and prescribed fire. Minimum target represents the number of acres that must be burned to prevent additional backlog from 

accumulating and maintain appropriate fire return intervals for each fire-type community.  
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Florida Park Service Annual Fire Report 

Fiscal Years 2016 – 2021 

The graph below compares the percentage of acres that were burned (either by prescribed fire or wildfire) during each quarter of the last five fiscal years.  

 
* The Governor of Florida issued a statewide fire ban that lasted 60 days, April 11, 2017 – June 3, 2017. 
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Florida Park Service Annual Fire Report 

Fiscal Years 2011 – 2021 

Total Acres Burned by Year 

The graph below represents the total number of acres burned across all five districts during a ten-year period.  
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Florida Park Service Mechanical Treatment Report 

Fiscal Year 2020 – 2021 

FPS began tracking mechanical treatment acres in fiscal year 2003 to document efforts and to improve fire-type habitats. The figures below 
represent the number of acres mechanically treated (mowing, roller-chopping, fire line construction/maintenance, or hand clearing) for natural 

community improvement or maintenance, or for fuel hazard reduction prior to conducting prescribed burns. These figures do not include timber 
harvests. 

 

District One  District Three  District Four 
Deer Lake State Park 76.8  Marjorie Harris Carr CFG 545.9  Lake June-in-Winter Scrub Preserve 37.2 
Yellow River Marsh Preserve 18.1  Faver-Dykes State Park 109.0  Koreshan State Park 0.2 
District One Total: 94.9  Rock Springs Run State Reserve 57.0  Hillborough River State Park 53.9 

   Dunns Creek State Park 339.9  Lake Manatee State Park 2.0 

   St. Sebastian River Preserve  58.8  Myakka River State Park 188.5 

   District Three Total:    1,110.6   Oscar Scherer State Park 50.7 
District Two     Fakahatchee Strand Preserve  204.6 
Suwannee River State Park 22.0    

 Weeki Wachee Springs 15.5 
Paynes Prairie Preserve 136.2     South Fork State Park 34.0 
Mike Roess Gold Head State Park 61.7     District Four Total: 586.6 
Pumpkin Hill Creek Preserve 9.3       
Big Shoals State Park 7.3       
Ichetucknee Springs State Park 21.5     District Five 
Wes Skiles Peacock Springs 95.9     Savannas Preserve State Park 58.0 
District Two Total:      353.8      District Five Total: 58.0 

        

      Total Acres, FY 20-21      2,204  
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Florida Park Service Mechanical Treatment Report 

Fiscal Years 2016 – 2021 

Florida Park Service Total Acres Treated by Year 

The graph below represents the total number of acres mechanically treated across all five districts during a five-year period. 
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Florida Park Service Mechanical Treatment Report 

Fiscal Years 2016 – 2021 

Comparison of Total Acres Burned and Total Acres Mechanically Treated by Year 

The graph below depicts the relationship between the total number of acres burned and the total number of acres mechanically treated across all 
five districts during a five-year period. 
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Florida Park Service Invasive Plant Annual Report 

Fiscal Year 2020 – 2021 
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Florida Park Service Invasive Plant Report Statewide Summary 

Fiscal Year 2020 – 2021 

Cogon Grass and Brazilian Pepper retained the top two spots as the species most frequently being treated in state parks. Overall, the total acres 
treated decreased by 4% and the total area worked decreased by 2% from FY 19-20. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  Infested Acres 
Treated 

Gross Area 
Worked 

Number of Parks Treating 
Invasives 

   

   

District One 443 1,786 30    

District Two 593 5,242 37    

District Three 2,339 21,326 28    

District Four 4,106 14,640 33    

District Five 1,596 8,966 23    

Totals 9,076 51,958 151    
       

Number of Parks Treating Each of the Top 10 Most Commonly Removed Species 

Species District 1 District 2 District 3 District 4 District 5 Totals 

Cogon Grass 20 17 22 18 0 77 

Brazilian Pepper 0 5 13 25 12 55 

Natal Grass 2 2 16 10 4 34 

Old World Climbing Fern 0 0 6 8 4 18 

Japanese Climbing Fern 12 16 8 7 0 43 

Caesar’s Weed 0 3 13 12 1 29 

Chinese Tallow Tree  14 14 13 1 0 42 

Torpedo grass 16 5 14 6 1 42 

Camphor Tree 3 15 13 2 0 33 

Coral Ardisia 5 12 9 3 0 29 
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Florida Park Service Invasive Plant Report 

Fiscal Years 2016 – 2021 

The graph below compares the percentage of treatments that occur during each quarter of the fiscal year. Typically, the fourth quarter of the fiscal 
year is the peak time for treatments.    
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Florida Park Service Invasive Plant Report 

Fiscal Years 2011 – 2021 

10-Year Trends – Number of Parks Treating Invasive Plants and Total Acres Treated Statewide 
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Florida Park Service Invasive Plant Report 

Fiscal Year 2020 – 2021 

The graph below shows the total number of acres of invasive plants treated by each labor source in each District. 
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Florida Park Service Invasive Plant Report 

Fiscal Year 2020 – 2021 

The graph below shows the number of parks treating each of the top 10 most commonly removed species. 
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Florida Park Services Invasive and Nuisance Animal Removal 

Fiscal Year 2020 – 2021 

The table below shows the number of invasive and nuisance animals removed in each District for each quarter. 
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Florida Park Service Invasive and Nuisance Animal Removal 

Fiscal Year 2020 – 2021 

Statewide Summary – Invasive Animals, By Species 
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Florida Park Service Invasive and Nuisance Animal Removal 

Fiscal Year 2020 – 2021 

Statewide Summary – Nuisance Native Animals and Statewide Park Count, By Species 
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Florida Park Service Invasive and Nuisance Animal Report 

Fiscal Year 2020 – 2021 

Invasive Species – Summary 

From the statewide summary removal table, we see that mammals made up 42% of the invasive species removed from Florida state parks, with 
feral hogs making up 39% of that class. Fish made up 22% of the invasive species removed, which increased by 867 individuals since the previous 

fiscal year. For the invasive herps class, the iguanas (spiny-tailed and green iguanas) made up 65% of the animals removed.  
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Florida Park Service Invasive and Nuisance Animal Report 

Fiscal Year 2020 – 2021 

Nuisance Native Species – Summary 
 

From the statewide summary removal table, we see that mammals made up 91% of the native species removed from Florida state parks with raccoons 
making up the bulk of the percentage-76%, and opossums as second-15%. The herps class was made up solely of the American Alligator with a total count 

of 9 individuals removed. There were no native birds or inverts removed this fiscal year.  
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Florida Park Service Invasive and Nuisance Animal Removal  

Fiscal Years 2011 – 2021 

10-Year Trends 
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• Feral hogs were once again the species removed from the most parks 
(50) and in the largest numbers (3,016), approximately a 45% decrease 
from the previous fiscal year. All while the number of hogs removed 
account for 44% of the total number of animals removed since 2011.  

• The number of armadillos removed decreased by 86% from 2011 to 
2021, whereas the number of “Other” animals removed increased by 
123%, from 1,731 to 3,863.  

• The graph below shows an increase in the total number of animals 
removed falling from 13,028 seen the previous year to 8,636 this fiscal 
year, a decrease of 34%.  
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Florida Park Service Invasive and Nuisance Animal Removal  

Fiscal Years 2005 – 2021 

14-Year Trends – Feral Hog Removal 
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Florida Park Service Marine Sea Turtle Nesting Report 

Florida Park Service Marine Sea Turtle Summary  

2021 Nesting Season 
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Florida Park Service Marine Sea Turtle Nesting Report  

Summary 1991 – 2021    

The graph below shows the number of nests recorded for all species in 40 state parks. 
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Florida Park Service Marine Sea Turtle Nesting Report  

Summary 1991 – 2021  

The graphs below show the number of recorded nests by species for 40 state parks.  
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