Conservation Management Plan

This management plan form is intended for Board of Trustees leases and subleases of
conservation properties that are 160 acres or less. It is intended to address the requirements
of Chapter 253.034, 259.032 and rule 18-2.021. Attachments to, or expansion of this form
are welcome, if the space provided below is not sufficient. Please answer all of the items
below and number all attachments and reference them in the appropriate location below.
You are under no obligation to use this form. Any plan format is acceptable, provided it
includes all of the appropriate items from the above mentioned statutes and rule. This form
Is available in electronic format upon request. For additional information pertaining to
management plans, please visit the Division of State Lands Stewardship page on the web
at http://www.dep.state.fl.us/lands/stewardship.htm.

A. General Information

1. Common Name of the Property: Suwannee River Greenway at Branford

2. Lease Number: 4772

3. Acres: 77 (4 miles of paved multi use trail)

4. Managing Agency; Suwannee County - Suwannee Parks and Recreation

5. Provide an executive summary/description of this property that includes a brief
description of the resources, uses and proposed uses, outstanding features etc.

The Suwannee River Greenway at Branford consists of 77 acres, including a four mile rail-trail, acquired by the
Department of Environmental Protection (DEP), Office of Greenways and Trails that runs through the Town of Branford
in Suwannee County and extends both north of town and southeast of town along the abandoned rail corridor. The
project, which includes facilities for pedestrians, cyclists, and equestrians, links Ivey Springs Memorial Park and
downtown Branford. From downtown Branford, take Highway 129 north to County Road 248 (a total of 2 miles), then
west on CR 248 to the park at Little River Springs, which has been expanded to approximately 125 acres with Florida
Communities Trust funds. County roads to the south and east connect the paved trail to local parks and river accesses,
adding an additional 25 miles to the Greenway. The State had planned to construct a new State Park along the trail to
be called Little River Springs State Park along Highway 129. Construction was planned to begin in 2009 but the project
was put on hold due to budget cuts.

The Historic Plaza is a commemorative pedestrian space to honor the founders of the town of Branford. Its design
includes paving materials such as decorative concrete and brick with a reflecting pool, garden benches and landscaped
areas. Interpretive materials will be incorporated into the design focusing on people, places, events and narrative
themes that describe the history of the town of Branford.

In addition, the potential exists for visitors to travel 3.5 miles via county graded roads northwest from Little River
Springs to the Brantly Tract owned by the SRWMD which offers additional recreational opportunities. Lafayette
County’s park at Ruth Springs is just across the river from Little River Springs. Finally, future arrangements with Florida
Power Corporation may extend the Greenway along the railroad bed and provide off road connections with other
communities in the Suwannee River Valley such as Live Oak, High Springs, Jasper, and Trenton.

The Greenway will have increased usage, as the Town of Branford is a hub along the Suwannee River Wilderness
Trail. The Suwannee River Wilderness Trail is a system of hubs and river camps spread a convenient one day’s travel
apart so that visitors can enjoy a lazy day-trip or a multi-day adventure on the Suwannee River.
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6. Attach a map showing the location and boundaries of the property including:
a) The location and type of structures or improvements currently on the property.
b) The location and type of proposed improvements. Appendix MAP 4

7. Attach a map showing the proximity of this managed area to other conservation areas
within 10 miles. Appendix MAP 2

8. Please attach a legal description of the property. Appendix A

9. Provide a physical description of the land including a quantitative data description of
the land which includes an inventory of forest and other natural resource, exotic and
invasive plants, hydrologic features, infrastructure including recreational facilities, and
other significant land, cultural or historical features.

RESOURCES

Existing natural and cultural resources at the site must be protected. Transportation and recreation activities, the
designated uses of the corridor, must not reduce the quality of the resources. Instead, the management of the Greenway
should enhance any natural and cultural resources present. The following sections describe the resources present and
suggests actions to protect them.

Natural Resources

Located along an abandoned railroad corridor and following existing public rights-of-way, the Greenway property is
conS|dered hlghly dlsturbed The elevatlon of the r|ght of-way for transportatlon has 5|gn|f|cantly altered hydrology and

(A

10 A brlef descrlptlon of soil types, attachmg USDA maps when available.

The majority of the soils on the rail corridor include Blanton-Chiefland fine sand, 0 to 5 percent slope (BtB) and Chiefland
fine sand (ChB and CHC). See Appendix G for maps and soil interpretation records from the USDA Natural Resources
Conservation Service. There are no mineral resources on rail corridor.

11. Is the property adjacent to an aquatic preserve or designated area of critical state
concern?  YES NO X

If YES, please identify:
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12. Was the property acquired by a conservation land acquisition program? If YES, please
identify.

In 1992, the Branford town manager and the Suwannee County Chamber of Commerce submitted an application under
the Florida Office of Greenways and Trails Program funded by Preservation 2000 for the purchase of the four mile
railroad right-of-way in downtown Branford. The project was added to the 1993-94 acquisition list and purchased from

CSYX Raijlranad hv the Roard of Triicteac of the Internal Imnraovement Triict Fiind in Sentemhaear of 1905 The acaiiicitinn

13. Do any agency-specific statute requirements or legislative/executive directives
constrain the use of the property? (These restrictions can frequently be found in the
lease) YES X NO

If YES, please identify

The Trail is designated as a recreational trail for hiking, jogging, walking, bicycling, nature watching, and horseback riding
pursuant to 260.012(1) Florida Statutes, which states:

It is the intent of the Legislature that these recreational trails will serve to encourage horseback riding, hiking, bicycling,
canoeing, and jogging,

thereby improve the health and welfare of the people.

14. Are there any reservations or encumbrances on the property?
YES NO _ X

If YES, please identify:

B. Natural and Cultural Resources

15. Are there any archeological or historical sites on this property? YES NO X
If YES,
A) How do you plan to locate, protect and preserve these resources?

The Branford Comprehensive Plan states there are no buildings or areas currently on the State List of Historic Places.
The county has declared the torn down and rebuilt bridge and the Branford Indian Burial Mound south of town as historic
(see MAP 5). The town’s Comprehensive Plan states that the town will continue to identify historical resources (Policies
6.11 and 6.12).

B) Please describe the actions the agency plans to take to locate and identify unknown
Resources such as surveys of unknown archeological or historical sites.

The County will contact Florida DHR and request an up to date search for archeaological and historical significant items
on the property. Any sites on the Greenway will receive protection through appropriate signage or blocking of activity.
The corridor’s use for rail transportation and the town'’s historic association with steam boats, memorialized in the Ivey
Memorial Park along the Greenway, bestow local cultural significance. Refer to letter from Florida Department of State,
Division of Historical Resources, dated December 19, 1997 (Appendix H).
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16. Are there any buildings on the property that are fifty or more years old?
YES NO X If YES,

A) Please Identify:

B) Have these buildings been evaluated by a historian or historic architect to
determine their historical and/or architectural significance. If YES, please
identify both the building(s) and the evaluators(s):

C) Please state whether any such buildings are listed in the Florida Master Site File,
National Register of Historic Places or a local register of historic places and
identify such buildings.

By law, the managing agency must consult with the Division of Historical Resources
with regard to any proposed land clearing or ground disturbing activities or with regard to
any proposed rehabilitation, restoration or demolition of structures 50 or more years old.
Please contact the Division of Historic Resources if you would like to obtain information
on archeological/historical sites.

Division of Historical Resources
Florida Department of State
R.A. Gray Building, MS-8
Tallahassee, Florida 32399
(850) 245-6312

17. Please identify natural resources on the property that are listed in the Florida Natural
Areas Inventory.

There was only one element on the property which was listed in the Florida Natural Areas Inventory (See Appendix D),
the ambystoma tigrinum, Tiger Salamander. The discovery of the salamander was probably associated with travel during
the mating season because of the unusual location. There are no ponds or wetlands located within the right-of-way of
the Trail and the soils consist primarily of sandy to sandy loam soils. Refer to letter from SRWMD dated January 9, 1998
(Appendix E).

In 2020, according to the FNAI Biodiversity Matrix (https://www.fnai.org/biointro.cfm) the following species were listed as
Documented, Documented(Historic) or Likely to occur near the vicinity of the Greenway. Documented-Historic (not
observed in the last 20 years) was a Creeping Maiden Fern. Documented were Eastern Diamondback Rattlesnake,
Suwannee Alligator Snapping Turtle, Suwannee Cooter and the Gopher Tortoise. Those species that are likely to be in
the area due to suitable habitat in the area are Eastern Indigo Snake, Upland Hardwood Forest, North Florida Spider
Cave Crayfish, Hobbs’ Cave Amphipod, Mesic Flatwoods, Wood Stork, Suwannee Moccasinshell, Florida Pine Snake
and the Gulf Sturgeon.
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18. Are any imperiled natural communities, unique natural features, or any State and
federally listed endangered or threatened plant or animal species, on site?
YES X NO

If YES, please provide a specific description of how you plan to identify, locate, protect
and preserve these species.

The County, in conjunction with SRWMD, conducted a biological survey of the area to ascertain whether listed species
occur on or adjacent to State property.

Gopherus polyphemus (gopher tortoises) were observed on the property. The SRWMD hired a consultant to permit and
relocate the gopher tortoises that were in danger of being negatively impacted by interim trail use and related
maintenance. The relocation was completed January 3, 1998. Relocation efforts have had to be executed due to DEP’s
open land policy which gives the public access to State land, and was done per the Trustee’s lease which allows actions
necessary for security and maintenance of premises. The tortoise relocation area will be maintained as outlined in the

Annlicatinn faor On Cita Mitination for Conhor Tortnicoc Alono o Soctinn nf tho RBranfoard Croonmuwiav (Annondiv £)

If you would like further information regarding natural resources or endangered species
please contact the Florida Natural Areas Inventory (FNAL).

Florida Natural Areas Inventory
1018 Thomasville Road, Suite 200-C
Tallahassee, Florida 32303

(850) 224-8207

19. Please identify the water resources including swamps, marshes or other wetlands, on
the property including the water quality classification for each water body and if the
water body has been designated “Outstanding Florida Waters”.

At one point the Trail comes within 300 feet of the Suwannee River, which has been designated as an “Outstanding
Florida Waterway” under Chapter 17-3.041 Florida Administrative Code. Administered by the Department of
Environmental Protection, this program was created by Section 403.01, Florida Statutes, and protects lakes, rivers, and
streams against degradation of existing ambient water quality. The Trail is not located in an area of critical state concern
or an aquatic preserve.

However, because of the disturbed nature of the Greenway corridor, development of the Greenway is not likely to

20. Are any known mineral resources, such as oil, gas and phosphates, or any unique
natural features, such as coral reefs, beaches, dunes, natural springs, caverns, large
sinkholes, virgin timber stands, scenic vistas, and natural rivers and streams, and
outstanding native landscapes containing relatively unaltered flora, fauna, and geological
features on site? YES NO X

If YES, Please identify and provide locations of these resources on a map.
Appendix
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21. Are there fish or wildlife resources (both game and non-game) on the property?
YES X NO If YES, please describe:

The wide diversity of animal species found in these areas include the bobcat, deer, wild turkey, gray squirrel, otter,
pileated woodpecker, wood duck, and various other bird and snake species.

C. Use of the Property

22. Please provide a statement of the purpose for which the lands were acquired, the
projected use or uses as defined in Chapter 253.034, Florida Statutes, and the statutory
authority you have for such uses.

The Trail is to be managed as a single use recreation area with special care given to

protect any sensitive resources pursuant to Chapter 253.034(2)(b), Florida Statutes, which states:
Single use means management for one particular purpose to the exclusion of

all other purposes, except that the using agency shall have the option of

including in its management program compatible secondary purposes which

will not detract from or interfere with the primary management purpose.

23. Please state the desired outcome for this property, and key management activities
necessary to achieve the desired outcome, including public access.

The desired outcome for this property is to offer a clean and safe trail to the public for walking, jogging or riding.

24. Please state the single or multiple uses currently made of the property and if the
property is single use, please provide an analysis of its potential for multiple-use.

Single X Multiple use/s is/are:

Even with the presence of signs prohibiting motorized use, illegal use by all-terrain vehicles has been encountered in
certain areas. The partnership developed with local and State law enforcement officers helps to manage this situation.
Some area citizens that own all-terrain vehicles have requested that the Trail remain open for all-terrain vehicle use.

25. Were multiple uses considered but not adopted? YES NO X

If YES, please describe why:
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26. Please provide an analysis of the potential use of private land managers to facilitate
the restoration or management of these lands.

This is a paved trail, no restoration of these lands is necessary.

27. Please provide an analysis of the potential of the property to generate revenues to
enhance the management of the property.

It is very doubtful that revenue would be able to be generated by users of this trail.

28. Describe the projected, current and recent past uses of the property, and any
unauthorized uses, if known.

Due to the linear nature of a rail-trail, no alternative uses were considered. However, because of the proximity of the
multi-use greenway, two spring parks, and the SRWMD property, a hub of outdoor activity is created that has the
potential to greatly expand tourism in the town and in the Suwannee River Valley as a significant component of a larger
Greenway Vision for the Suwannee River Valley.

Even with the presence of signs prohibiting motorized use, illegal use by all-terrain vehicles has been encountered in
certain areas. The partnership developed with local and State law enforcement officers helps to manage this situation.
Some area citizens that own all-terrain vehicles have requested that the Trail remain open for all-terrain vehicle use.

29. Do the planned uses impact renewable and non-renewable resources on the property?
YES NO X

If YES, please describe what specific activities will be taken to protect or enhance and
conserve those resources and to compensate/mitigate the damage that is caused by the
impacting use.

30. Should any parcels of land within or adjacent to the property be purchased because they
are essential to management of the property? YES NO X
If YES, please attach a map of this area. Appendix

31. Are there any portions of this property no longer needed for your use?

YES NO X If YES, please attach a map of this area.
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32. Please describe what public uses and public access that would be consistent with the
purpose for which this property was acquired.

Due to the linear nature of a rail-trail, no alternative uses were considered. However, because of the proximity of the
multi-use greenway, two spring parks, and the SRWMD property, a hub of outdoor activity is created that has the
potential to greatly expand tourism in the town and in the Suwannee River Valley as a significant component of a larger
Greenway Vision for the Suwannee River Valley.

D. Management Activities

33. If more than one agency manages this property, describe the management
responsibilities of each agency and how such responsibilities will be coordinated.

The Town of Branford maintains the area inside the Branford town limits and Suwannee County maintains the areas
outside of the Branford town limits. Both agencies communicate and work well together as needed.

34. Please discuss management needs and problems on the property including
conservation of soil and water resources and control and prevention of soil erosion and
water and soil contamination.

There are challenges present with erosion of the shoulders of the trail. The sides of the asphalt trail are breaking off in
places and dirt has eroded away in portions of the trail along the shoulders. Also, there are many potholes, cracks and
tree roots uprooting areas of the trail due to poor construction methods.

35. Ildentify adjacent land uses that will conflict with the planned use of this property, if
any.

In the town of Branford, land along the east side of the Greenway is primarily commercial with some public buildings.
Conservation area abuts the Trail on the west side, although this side also includes an industrial area where the river
curves to the west, a single family residence is along US 27 and the northern end of the city limits, and a mobile home
park at the end of Senter Avenue. A local road runs along the railroad right-of-way west of the commercial area in the
downtown section. This area has been designated as the Central Business District.

36. Please describe measures used to prevent/control invasive, non-native plants.

Located along an abandoned railroad corridor and following existing public rights-of-way, the Greenway property is
considered highly disturbed. The elevation of the right-of-way for transportation has significantly altered hydrology and
topography in addition to encouraging colonization by pioneer and invasive species. Exotics are plant and animal
species not native to Florida. Exotics have been transported to Florida and have begun to dominate Florida’s natural
communities due to a lack of native predators. The containment and removal of exotic plant species is extremely costly

37. Was there any public or local government involvement / participation in the
development of this plan?  YES X NO If YES, please describe:

A citizen task force appointed by the Branford Town Council and the Suwannee County Board of County Commissioners
began holding monthly meetings from September 1994 through February 1995 when the meetings were suspended until
the State acquired the land.

In July 1995, the SRWMD retained the services of a planning consultant to produce a Greenways Vision for the
Suwannee River Valley (Appendix C). The consultant worked with this group and similar groups throughout the region to
design and begin implementing the Greenways vision of which the Suwannee River Greenway at Branford is an
important component. The state acquired the railroad corridor in August 1995, and the task force resumed their monthly
meetings in September. In May of 1996, the task force learned that partial ISTEA funding would become available in
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38. If an arthropod control plan has been established for this property, please include it as
an attachment. (Attachment ) If one does not exist, provide a statement as
to what arrangement exists between the local mosquito control district and the managing
agency. See Chapter 388.4111 regarding mosquito control on public lands.

The County contracts out with a vendor to spray for mosquito as necessary in the area of the trail.

39. Management Goals — The following 8 goals may not all be applicable to your site.
Write N/A where appropriate. Also, please add as many goals, objectives, and
measures as you wish.

Timeframe | EXpenses and
Core Objectives Measure 2 yrs = Short Term Manpower
y
10 yrs = Long Term Budget
Habitat restoration and improvement (Description):
N/A - This is a paved recreational trail built on an old railroad bed.
Within 2 yrs Expense
Prescribe burn acres burned per e $
acres per year year Within 10 yrs gersonnel
Maintain acres per L Within 2 yrs Expense
- : acres within $
year within target fire return [/——7——
: fire return interval target - Personnel
interval. Within 10yrs $
Conduct habitat/natural . Within2yrs Expense
L acres with $
community improvementon |————
restoration underway - Personnel
acres Within 10 yrs $
Conduct _habltat/nat_ural Within 2 yrs Expense
community restoration acres $
activities on restored Within 10 yrs Personnel
acres. $
Conduct timber harvest for _ Expense
the purposes of habitat ____ acres Within 2'yrs __ $
restoration on harvested Within 10 yrs Personnel
acres $
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Public Access and recreational opportunities (Description):

This is an ongoing annual goal to maintain public access to the Greenway for visitors.

Maintain public access and

Hydrological preservation and restoration (Description):

N/A - This is a paved recreational trail built on an old railroad bed.

recreational opportunities to | visitor Within 2 yrs X __ gxpense
allow for a recreational —_——
carrying capacity of opportunities/day Within 10 yrs X gtlegi(%nnel
50 visitors per day :
Develop additional public
access and recreational visitor Within 2yrs gxpense
opportunities to allow fora | ———r—
carrying capacity of opportunities/day Within 10 yrs ____ ;ersonnel
visitors/day
Continue to provide Within 2 yrs gxpense
interpretive/education interpretive/education - Personnel
programs Within 10 yrs ____

programs $
Develop new Within 2yrs gxpense
interpretive/education interpretive/education

- Personnel
programs programs Within 10 yrs ___ $

Conduct or obtain a site Within 2 vrs Expense
assessment/study to identify |Assessment conducted? s _— $
potential hydrology restoration|Y__ N__ Within 10 yrs Personnel
needs $
acres for which Expense

Restore natural hydrologic hydrologic restoration is [Within 2 yrs $ P
condition and functions to underway (planning, Personnel

acres on site grant writing, earth Within 10 yrs ___ $

moving, etc.)
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acres for which - Expense
natural hydrologic Within 2.yrs __ $
conditions and function Within 10 yrs Personnel
are restored $

Sustainable forest management (Description):

N/A - This is a paved recreational trail built on an old railroad
bed.

Prepare& implement a
silviculture management Silviculture management Expense
plan including reforestation, Within2yrs
harvesting, prescribed plan complete? Y __ N _ $
esting, presc i Personnel
burning, restoration, and Within 10 yrs ____
: X acres treated $
timber stand improvement
activities and goals.
Develop and implement a
process for conducting
stand descriptions and
forest inventory including a
GIS database containing Complete GIS database Within 2 yrs Expense
forest stands, roads & other |and re-inventory alll — |$
attributes ( including but not |attributes every 3-5 years Within 10 yrs Personnel
limited to: threatened & or as needed. — %
endangered species,
archeological resources,
exotic species locations,
historical areas)
. Expense
acres of forest Within 2yrs __ $
inventoried annually Within 10 yrs gersonnel

Exotic and invasive species maintenance and control (Description):
Annual monitoring of invasive plant and tree species will be conducted and removed.
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Annually treat 5 acres

. “
of EPPC Category | and 5 d Within 2 yrs X__ E)2<£)£nse
Category Il invasive exotic |—— acres treate - $
. Within 10 yrs X Personnel
plant species. & 4800
Implement control measures |[——= nuisance and exotic Within 2 yrs Expense
on exotic and nuisance |SPECIES for which control $
— measures are - Personnel
animal species . Within 10 yrs
implemented $

Capital facilities and infrastructure

Description-

To maintain the existing trail in a safe and clean manner for public access. This is an ongoing goal for trail
maitenance year round to include mowing, spraying herbicide, litter pick up and removal, tree trimming, etc.

To mgmtam facilities, facilities, miles |Within 2 yrs X Expense

miles of roads, and — —_

; . L roads, 12 miles trails $ 20,000

12 miles of trails existing S -

. . maintained Within 10 yrs X Personnel
on site (as applicable) § 57,440
To construct facilities. facilities, Within 2 yrs Expense
—_miles of roads, and miles roads miles $
_‘mlles of trails (as trails constructed Within 10 yrs Personnel
applicable) $
To improve or repair
facilities. miles of facilities, Within 2 yrs Expense
roads, and 12 miles of miles roads, 12 miles $ 3,000,000
trails existing on site (as trails improved or repaired |Within 10 yrs X Personnel
applicable) $

Cultural and historical resources

Description-

The County will contact Florida DHR and request an up to date search for archeaological and historical

significant items on the property.

Ensure all known sites are Within 2 vrs X Expense
recorded in the FL Division . YISZ_ g s00
. . of recorded sites
of Historical Resources — Within 10 vrs Personnel
Master Site file s $ 500
Monitor recorded - Expense
sites and send updates to : . Within 2.yrs _ $
L of sites monitored
DHR Master Site file as —_— o Personnel
Within 10 yrs
needed $

Page 12




Bring of recorded
sites/cultural resources into
good condition

of sites in good

condition

Within2yrs

Within 10 yrs

Expense
$
Personnel
$

Imperiled species habitat maintenance, enhancement, restoration, or population restoration.

Description-

Maintain the gopher tortoise habitat area with proper mowing techniques.

Develop baseline imperiled [Baseline imperiled species |Within 2 yrs gxpense

species occurrence occurrence inventory list Personnel

inventory list completeY N__ Within 10yrs $

Dre(:)\:(e):::oopl)sr?grnltorlng imperiled species|Within 2 yrs gxpense

i selected imperiled for which monitoring Personnel

— P protocols are developed (Within 10 yrs

species $

Implement monitoring mrese species for which Within 2 yrs X __ gfgg)nse

opher tortoise _

protogols for ST monitoring is ongoing - Personnel

imperiled species Within 10 yrs X $ 2,500

[If applicable, provide

additional measurable

3?1]egitrzveéS)e]::?(raQ-iWe%rific Examples: Project- Expense
going sp Spe specific quantity, Within 2 yrs P

management activities f(_)r of nest boxes. # of $

each of the priority species individuals introduced or  [Within 10 yrs Personnel

such as population — |$

augmentation,
translocations, nest box
projects, etc.]

trans-located, etc.

40. Costs
Activity Yearly Estimated Cost
Priority Cost Other Management Cost Cost Effective Methods
Resource $60,000
Management
Administration $10.000
Support $5,000
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Capital Improvements |4, 500

Recreation Visitor $1.500
Services

Law Enforcement In-Kind from the
Activities Sheriff's Office

41. A finding regarding whether each planned use conforms to the appropriate policies
and guidelines of the State Lands Management Plan is required. The Plan can be found at
http://www.dep.state.fl.us/lands/oes/sImp.pdf, by writing to the State of Florida
Department of Environmental Protection, Division of State Lands, Office of
Environmental Services, 3900 Commonwealth Boulevard, Mail Station 140, Tallahassee,
Florida 32399-3000, or by calling (850) 245-2784. Does this plan conform to the State
Lands Management Plan?

YES X NO

42. Please provide the following contact information below:

Name: | Greg Scott
Managing Agency: | Suwannee County - Suwannee Parks and Recreation

1201 Silas Drive
Address: | Live Oak, FL 32064

Phone: | 386-362-3004
Email Address: |wgscott@suwanneeparks.com

Date Management Plan Prepared: April 2020

Please send this completed form
and attachments to:

james.parker@dep.state.fl.us, Or
to: Division of State Lands
D.E.P. M.S. 140

3900 Commonwealth Blvd.
Tallahassee Fl. 32399-3000
850-245-3045
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Document Type: Current Upland Lease [CUL Coversheet]

Linked FL-SOLARIS # DM ID#

Sub-Lease # | 4772

Instrument Desc. J PARENT

Amendment # J

Document Date | 11/19/2015

Original County | SUWANNEE

Section(s) 105, 08, 17, 20, 21, 22

Township(s) | 06S

Range(s) ] 14E

Total Area j 83.3 { Area Unit l (A} Acre(s)

Recording County l [ B: f P: [

Recording County Instrument # } I

Comments: NEW/DIRECT LEASE #4772 GRANTED TGO
SUWANNEE COUNTY FOR SUWANNEE RIVER AT
BRANFORD

" Date prepped: " Flip Card: ____ Land Use Summary #
2/9/2016 L/ 610667
MAA'd For Rescan & Additional Pages Scan Box # 'f/‘f%

The information on this page was collected during the prep phase of scanning and is an aid for data
entry. Please refer to the document for actual information.



This instrument prepared by:
Diane L. McKenzie,

Department of Environmental Protection PARENT LEASE 4772

Burcau of Public Administration
Division of State Lands
3900 Commonweaith Bivd. MS 30
Tallehassee, Florida 32399-3000
27236

LCARCELEATION-OFLEASEAND ASSIGNMENT OF SUBLEASE New Direct/Parent Lease
between BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE INTERNAL IMPROVEMENT TRUST FUND OF THE STATE OF
FLORIDA, hercinafter referred to as “LESSOR™, and STATE OF FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL
PROTECTION, DIVISION OF RECREATION AND PARKS as successor in interest to the OFFICE OF GREENWAYS
and TRAILS, hereinafter referred to as “LESSEE™, under the hereinafier described lease.

WITRESSETH:

WHEREAS, on Januery 9, 1996, LESSOR and LESSEE entered into Lease No. 4101 under which certain lands were
leased by LESSOR to LESSEE for “...the leased premises enly for the establishment and operation of the Suwannee River
Greenwey zt Branford project, slong with other related uses necessary for the accomplishment of this purpose ss
designafed in the Management Plan required by Paregraph 7..." of Lease No. 410f; and

WHEREAS, onJune 10, 1995, LESSEE subleased the lands described in Lease No. 4181 to SUWANNKEE COUNTY,
FLORIDA thereinafier the “Subtenant™) through Sublease No. 4101-002 for “.. for the establishment and eperation of non-
motorized recreational tratls as part of the Suwennee River Greenway at Branford and for resource based public outdoor
recreation whick is compatible with the conservation and protection of the Suhleased Premises. Motarized vehicles shalt
notl be permitted on the Subleases Premises except those permitted hy Sublessee and sppeoved by Sublessor for use onfy
the the elderly and haudicapped persons”; and

WHEREAS, LESSOR and LESSEE agree that the role of LESSEE as an intermediate party in the management of
lands described in Lease No. 4101 and Sublease No. ¢101-002 is no longer necessary or desirable.

XOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the hereirabove and hereinafter mutual covenants and underiakings, the
receipt and sufficiency of which are conclusively acknowledged, the parties agree as foliows:

1. LESSEE hereby conveys, transfers and assigns all of its right, title and interest in Sublease No. 4101-002 1o

LESSOR, and LESSOR hereby accepts and assumes aif the duties and responsibilities of LESSEE thercunder.



2. LESSEE hereby releases, assigns and quitclaims all of its right, title and interest in Lease No. 416 and the
lands leased thereunder that are included in Sublease No. 4101-802 to LESSOR and LESSOR and LESSEE agree to the
cancellation of Lease No. 4101,

3. The panties intend and agree that the Sublease No, 4101-802 shall now serve as the direct lease between
LESSOR and the Subtenant under new Lease No, 4772,

EN WITNESS WHEREOQF, the pariies have caused this Cancellation of Lease and Assignment of Sublease to he

executed on the day and year first sbove written,

WITHESSES: BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE INTERNAL
IMPROVEMENRT TRUST FUND OF THE STATE
2 2 . M OF FLORIDA
Original Signature g o £ fn e o £E o gl {SEAL)
r(JG\/ & PJ: & L& LA BY: b 44 Y e 4,
Prin Name of Witness Cheryl C. McCall, Chief, Bureau of Public Land Administration,
GE GW Division of State Lands, State of Florida Department of
Environmental Protection, as agent for and on behalf of the
al S:gn ture Board of Trustees of the Internal Improvement Trust Fund of the
C/ , State of Florida
& y L
Print/Type Nﬁe of Witness
"LESSOR"
STATE OF FLORIDA
COUNTY OF LEON
The foregoing instrument was acknowledged before me this / 7 day of AN OV EMBER 20 /5 by

Cheryl C. McCall, Chief, Bureau of Public Land Administration, Division of State Lends, State of Florida Department of
Environmental Protection, as agent for and on behalf of the Board of Trustees of the Internal Impravement Trust Fund of the State
of Florida. She is personally known to me.

APPROVED SUBJECT TO PROPER EXECUTION: MZ) Zfa, —?
Ea Notary Public, State of Florida
Tl s
DEP Atiomey (’ D Date

Printed, Typed or Stamped Name

o u.

P, DAVD L FEMELL

Y COWMISSION # FF 033635
£ EXPIRES: July 24, 2017
Boadad They Notaty Public Undererien

My Commission Expires:
‘vt

Commission/Serig} No. s

Cancellation of Lease 4101 and Assignment of Sublease 4101-002
New Lease No. 4772
Page? of 3



V. il

Signature
?ﬁ{\ (Srg pdee [l

STATE OF FLORIDA DEPARTMENT
OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION,
BIVISION OF RECREATION AND PARKS

B %/\ 5,

Print/Type Name of Witness

STATE OF FLORIDA
COUNTY OF LEON

Ly N
The foregoing instrument was acknowledged before me this l 3 day of DYE \)?,t/

Sine A. Murray
Environmental Admikistrator
Office of Park Planning

"LESSEE"

2015, by Sine

A. Murray, Environmental Administrator, on_behalf of the Division of Recreation and Parks, State of Florida Department of

Environmental Protection. She is personally known io me,
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LEASE 4772
Aew Direct/Parent Loase

" SUWANNEE COUNTY AGREEMENT NO. 86- 24

FLORIDA DEPARTRMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION
SUBLEASE AGREEMENTY

- TR
This Sublepse Agreement is made and entered into this 25 day of Ju L &
1286, by and berween the FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF ERVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION,
QFFICE OF GREENWAYS AND TRAILS, whase address is 325 John Knox Road, Building 5C0,
Tallahasses. Florida 32303, hereinatter referred 1o as the "SUBLESSOAR" and SUWANNEE
COUNTY, FLORIDA, whose address is c/o Board of County Commissioners of Suwannee
Cournty, 224 Pine Avenue, Live Oak, Fiorida, hareinajter referred to as the "SUBLESSEE".

WITNESSETH:

WHEREAS, the SUBLESSOR is the {essec of that certain res! property described in
Lesse No. €101 entered Into by and between the Boord of Trustees of the Internal
improvemsnt Trust Fund of the State of Florids {*Trustees”) as lessor and SUBLESSOR as
lessee, & copy of which is attached hereto as Exhibit "A~: and

WHEREAS, SUBLESSUR desires to sublet 1o SUBLESSEZ the premises covered by
Lease No. 4101,

NOW, THEREFORE, for and in consideration of the murtual covenants and agreements
hereinafter contsined, SURLESSOR subleases the below described premises 1o SUBLESSEE
subject to the following terms and conditions:

tR DESCRIPTION OF SURBLEASED PREMISES: The property subject to this sublease

agreszment is situated in Suwannee County, Florida and is more particularly described in Lazse
No. 4101 snd hereinaiter referred to as the “Subleased Premises ™.

2. TERM: The term af this sublease agreement shall commence on June 10, 1825
and end on January B, 2046, unless terminated sooner pursuant to the provisions of this
sublease. SUBLESSEE acknowledges that this sublease is subject 16 the apglicable provisions
of Chapiers 253, 252 and 260, Florida Sratutes.

3. PURPQSE: SUBLESSEE shall mansge the Subleased Premises only for the
establishment and operation of non-motorized recreational (reils 58 part of the Suwanoee River
Greenway at Branford and for resource based public outdoor recreation which is compatible
with the conservation and protection of the Sublessed Premises. Mortorized vehicies shall not
be pzrmitted on the Sublessed Premises except those permitted by Sublessee and approved
by Sublessor for use only by the elderly and handicapped persons.

4. CONEQAMITY: This sublease shall conform 1o alt terms and conditions af Lease
No. 4101 between the Trusices and SUBLESSOR. SUBLESSEE shell prevent the unauthorired
use of the Sublessed Premises or any usse thereef not in conformance with this sublease.

N QUHET ENJOYRENT AND RIGHT OF JISE: SUBLESSEE shalt have the right of

ingress and egress to, from end upon the Subleased Premises for sl purposes necessary 10
SUBLESSEE s full quiet enjoyment of the rights granted herein.

6. SUBLESSEE'S RESPONSIBILITIES: SUBLESSEE shak coordinate with
SUBLESSOR &nd oversee sil activities on the Sublessed Premises, initiate appropriate
managemeni programs and caordinate the monitoring of all management activities undertaken
by others. SUBLESSEE shalf have the authority and right to enter and occupy the Subleased
Premizes for the purpose set forth in paragraph 3. sbove. SUBLESSEE shall, through its
agents arnd employees, teke all reasonable measures to provide sgcurity against property
damsge. property degradation snd unauthorized uses or any other uses thereof not in
conformance with this sublease. SUBLESSEE shall implement management programs and
protection for ail wildiife, inciuding threatened and endangersc species, SUBLESSEE shai!
esrablish, reguiate and convrol hunting activities by providing required law entorcement o
prevent posching and 1o protsct threatened and endangered species. SUBLESSEE shall also
similBriy provect archaeotogical and historic sites from looting and other vnavthorized

acrivities.

7. BIGHT QF INSPECTION: SUBLESSOR and the Trustees or their duly avthorized

sgents. representatives ar emplayees shall have the tight a1 any anc afl times 1o inspect the
SuBlessed Premizes and the works and operations thereon of SUBLESSEE in any matter
pertaining to this sublease.

SUWANNEE COUNTY AGREEMENT NO 0R.20Q
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8. INGURANCE REQUIREMENTS: During the term of this sublease SUBLESSER
shall procure ang maintain pelicies of fire, extended risk and lisbility insurance coverage, Tho
extended risk and fire insurance coverage shall be in an amount equal te the foll Insurable
replacement value of any improvements or fixtures localed on the Subleased Fremises. The
limbility insurance coverage shall be in amounis nof less than $100,000.00 per occurrence snd
$200,000.00 per sccident for persenal injury, death and property damags on the Subleasad
Premises. Sych policies of insurance shal name SUBLESSEE, the Truslees, SUBLESSOR and
the State of Florida as co-insureds. SUBLESSEE shall submit writlen evidence of having
precured all insurance policies required herein pricr to the effective date of this sublease and
shafl submit annually thereafter, written evidencs of maintaining such insurance poficies {o
SUBLESSOR. SUBLESSEE shall purchase ali policies of insurance from & financiaily
responsible insurer duly authorized to do bBusiness in the State of Flodda. Any certificate of self-
insurance shall be issued or approved by the Insurance Commissioner, State of Florida, The
certificate of self-insurance shall provids for casually and liability coverage. SUBLESSEE further
3grees tu immediatefy notify SUBLESSOR, the Trusiees and the insurer of any erection or
removat of any structure or other fixed improvement on the Subleased Premises and any
changes affecting the vaiue of any imprevemenis and to request said insurer to make adequate
changes in the coverage (o reflect the changes in value. SUBLESSEE shalt be financiatly
responsible for any lass due (o failure fo abtain adequate insurance coverage, and the failure to
maintain such policies or cerfificate in the amounls set forth shall constitute a breach of this
sublease.

9. LIABILITY: SUBLESSEE herety covenants and Bgrees {o investigate all claims of
&very nature ai lts own expense, and to indemnify, protect, defend, save and hoid harmiess
SUBLESSOR, the Trusiees and {he State of Floridz from any and aff claims, aclions, jawsuits
and demands of any kind or hature arising out of this suhlesse.

0. ARCHAEOLOGICAL AND HISTORIC SITES: Execulicn of this sublease in no
way affects any of the panles’ obiigations pursuant 1o Chapter 267, Florida Statutes. The
cellection of anifacts or the disturbanco of archzeological and historic siles on siate-owned lands
is prohjbited unless prior authorization has been obtained from the Department of Siate, Division
of Historicat Resources.

11, EASEMENTS: Al easements, including, hut not imited fo, utility easemenis are
expressly prohibited without the prar written approval of the Trustses and SUBLESSOR, Any
easement nat approved In writlng by ths Trustees and SUBLESSOR shall be void and without
legat effect.

12. OTHER AGREEMENTS: This subleass agraement shail not be construed as
authonzation for SUBLESSEE (g lease, sublease, convay or sncumber the Sublaassd Premises
o any portion thereof wilhout the prior written apgrovet of the Trustees snd SUBLESSOR.

13. SURRENDER OF SUBLEASED PREMISES: Upon tarmination or expiration of
this sublesse egreement, SUBLESSEE shall surrender the Subleased Premises {6
SUBLESSOR. Upon termination or expiration of this sublease agreement, alt improvemants,

SUBLESSEE to rermove 2ny or all such lmprovements at the expense of SUBLESSEE. The
decision o retain any improvements upan termination of this sublease shail be al SUBLESSOR's
sole discretian. Frior to surrender of ail or any part of the Subleased Premises, SUBLESSOR
shai! perform an onsite inspection and the keys to any buildings on the Subleased Premises shal
be tumed over to SUBLESSOR. if the Subleased Premises and improvements locateg thereon
do nict meet all of the conditions as set forth in paragraphs 19, and 20. herein, SUBLESSEE shalt
pay all costs necessary o meel the prescribed conditions.

14, MINERAL RIGHTS: This sublease does not cover petroleum or peiroieum
producis er minerals and does not give the right to the SUBLESSEE ta dnlt for or develop the
same. However, SUBLESSEE shali be fully compensated for any and sll damages that might
resuit to the subleasehold Interest of SUBLESSEE by reason of such explaration and recovery
operations.

15. DUPLICATE ORIGINALS: This sublease is executed in dupficate originais sach of
which shali be considered an orginaf for all purposes.

16. ASSIGNMENT: This sublease shall no! be assigned in whoie or in part without the
prior wrilien consent of the Trustees and SUBLESSOR, Any assignment made either in whole or

Page 2
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In part without the prior writien consent of the Trustees and SUBLESSOR shall ba veld and
without legal affect. v

17. SUBSUBLEASES: This sublease is for the purposes specilied herein and any
subsubleases of any nature are prohibited, without the prior wrilien approvai of the Trustees and
SUBLESSOR. Any subsublease not approved in writing by the Trustees and SUBLESSOR shall
be voit and withoul legal effect.

18. PLACEMENT OF AND REMOVAL GF IMPROVEMENTS: All buildings,
structures, improvements and signs shall ba constructed at the expense of the SUBLESSEE in
accordance wilh plans prepared by professional designers and shall require the prior wriften
approval of SUBILESSOR as lo pumpose, locztion and design. Furher, no trees, other than non-
native species, shail be rermoved or major land alterstions done without the prior written approva
of SUBLESSOR. Removable equipment, removahle improvernents and removable signs placed
an the Subleased Premises by SUBLESSEE which do not become & permansnt pan of the
Subleased Premises will remiain the property of SUBLESSEE and may be removed by
SUBLESSEE upon termination of this sublease.

18. MAINTENANCE: SUBLESSEE shall maintain the Sublaased Premises and any
improvements (ocated thereon, in a state of good cendition, working order and repair including,
bt not limited (o, keeping the Subleased Premises free of trash or fitter, meeting all building and
safely codes in the focation situated, maintaining alf planned improvemnents, maintaining any and
all existing roads, canals, dilches, culverts, risers and the like in as good condition as the same
are on the effective date of this sublease provided, hawever, that any removal, closure,
abandonment or the alteration of these improvements shali be acceptable when the proposed
activity is consistent with the goals of conservation, protection and enhancement of the natural or
historical resources within the Subleased Premisas.

20, UTILITY FEES: SUBLESSEES shall be responsible for the payment of ali charges
for the fumishing cf gas, eleciricity, water, telephane end all other public utllities to the Subleased
Premises and for having all utilities tumed off when the Subleagsed
Fremises are surrendered,

21, ENTIRE UNDERSTANDING: This sublesse sets forth the entire understanding
between the pariies and shal only be amended with the pricr written approval of the Trustmes,
SUBLESSOR and SUBLESSEE.

22. BREACH OF COVENANTS TERMS OR CONDITIONS: Should SUBLESSEE
breach any of the covenants, terms or conditions of this sublesse, SUBLESSOR shaii give
wrilten netice to SUBLESSEE o remedy such breach within sixty (50) days of such notice. In the
event SUBLESSEE fails to remedy the breach to-the satisfaction of SUBLESSOR within sixty
(80) days of receipt of writien nolice, SUBLLESSOR may terminate this subiease and recover
from SUBLESSEE alf damages SUBLESSOR may incur by reason of the breach incluging, but
not imited 1o, the cost of recovering the Subleased Premises or maintain this sublease in fult
force and effect and exercise all rights and remedies herein conferred on SUBLESSOR.

23, NO WAIVER OF BREACH: The failure of SUBLESSOR to insist in any one ar
more instances upon strict peformance of sny one or more of the covenants, terms and
conditions of this sublease agreement shail not be construed as a waiver of such covenants,
terms and conditlons, but the same shail eantinue In full force and efieci, and no waiver by
SUBLESSOR of any cne of the provisions hereof shali in any event be deemed to have been
made unfess the waiver is set forth in writing and signed by SUSLESSOR.

24, EROHIBITIONS AGAINST LIENS QR OTHER ENCUMBRANCES: Fee sirmpla tile
fo the Subleased Premises is held by the Trustees. SUBLESSEE shall not do or permit anything
{o be dorie which purpons o create @ lien or encumbrance of any nature against! (he Subleased
Prermises including, but not fimited fo, morigages or construction liens against the Sublsased
Pramises cr against any inferest of the Trustees and SUBLESSOR thersin.

25, EA@M\_’M‘L\:: if any term, covenant, condition or provision of this
sublease shall be ruied by & cour of competient jurisdiction to be invalid, void, or unenforceabie,
the remainder shall remain in futt force and effect and shall in no way be affected, impaired or
invatidated.

26, CONDITIONS AND COVENANTS: Aff of the provisions of this sublease
agreement shall be deemed covenanis running with the fand included in the Subleased

Page 3
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Pramises, and construed to be “canditions® as well as *covenanis® as though the words
spacifically expressing ar,imparting covenants sng condillons wers used In sach separate
provision. .

27. DAMAGE TOQ SUBLEASED PREMISES: (A} SUBLESSEE shall niot do, or suffer
fo be done. in, on or upan the Subleased Premises or as aflfecting sald Subleased Premises or
adiacen! properties, any act which may result in damage or depreciation of value e the
Subleased Premises or adjacent propedies, or any part thereof. (B) SUBLESSEE shall nof
generata, store, produce, place, freat, refease or dischargs any contaminants, pollutants or
pellution, Including, but not imited {0, hazardous or {oxic substances, chemicais or other wgenis
on, into, or from the Subleasad Premises or any adfacent lands or walers in any manger not

Agency ("EPA") and thae list of toxic pollutants designated by the United States Congress or the
EPA or defined by any other federal, state or local statuite, law, ordinance, code, rule, raguiation,
order or decree regulating, retating to, or imposing liability or standards af conduct concerning

SUBLESSEE shall, at its sole cost and expensa, promptly commence and ditigently pursue any
legaliy required closure, investigation, assessment, cieanup, dscontaminatian, remediation,
restoration and menitoring of (1) the Subleased Premises, and (2) all off-sile ground and surtacs
waters and lands affected by SUBLESSEE's such failure to cemply, as may ba necessary to
bring the Subleased Premises and affsciod off-site walers and lands into full compiiance with at
applicable federal, state or local statutes, laws, ordinances, cogdes, rulgs, reguiations, orders and
decrees, and {o restore fhe damaged property to the condition existing Immediatety prior to the

SUBLESSEE of any responsibiiity or lability prescribed by law for fines, penalties and damages
levied by goevemmental agencies, and the cost of cleaning up any contamination caused directly
or indirecity by SUBLESSEE's actlvities or facilities. Upon discovery of a ralease cf z hazardous
substance or pollutant, or any other viojation of focal, state or federat law, ordinance, code, rula,
regulation, ordes or decree refating to the generation, storage, production, placement, treatment,
ralease or discharge of ary contaminant, SUBLESSEE shall tepor such violation to all applicable
govemmenta! agencies having}urisdic{ion, and {fo SUBLESSOR, all within the Feporiing penicds
of the applicable agencies.

fail to allow public access {o alf documents, pepers, letters cr
other matenals made or received in conjunction with this sublease, pursuant to Chapter 118,
Florida Statutes.

individual because of thaf individuai's race, color, religion, sex, national origin, .sge, handicap, or

30. COMPLIANCE WITH LAWS: SUBLESSEE agrees that this sublease is
cantingent tpon and subject to SUBLESSEE obtaining any and all applicable permits and tha
complying with all applicable pemmits, requiations, ordinencas, rufes and Izws of the State of

Florida or the United Staies or of any poiilical subdivision or agency of eilher,

31 PAYMENT OF TAXES AND ASSESSMENTS: SUBLESSER shall assume full
responsibilily for and shail pay ail lizbilites that acerue to the Subleased Premises or to tha
improvements therecn, including any and aft drainage end special assessmenis or taxes of avery
kind and all mechanic's or materiaiman's liens which may be hereafler lawfully essessed snd
tevied against the Subisased Premises during the effective period of lhis sublease.

3z, NOTICE: Al required notices shall be desmed sufficient f sent by U.S. mail to
the addresses of parties as shown on the first page of this sublease.

Pege 4
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33. CONDITION OF PROPERTY: This sublease is made by SUBLESSOR without
representation or warranty of any kind, SUBLESSOR assumes no fiability or obligation to
SUBLESSEE with reference 1o the condition of the Sublessed Premises or the suitability of the
Subleased Premises for any improvements. The Subleased Premises are subfeased by
SUBLESSOR 1o SUBLESSEE in an “as is* condition, with SUBLESSOR assuming ho
responsibility for bidding, contracting, pemmitting, construction, and the care, repair, maintenance
or improvement of the Subleased Premises for {he benefil of SUBLESSEE.

34, SOVEREIGNTY SUBMERGED LANDS: This sublease does not authorize any
use of lands located waterward of the mean or ordinary high wafer fine of any lake, rver, stream,
creek, bay, estuary, ar other water body or the waters or the gir space therezbove.

35. JIME: Time is expressly deciared fo be of the essence of this sutlease.

36, GOVERNING LAW: This sublaase shall be governed by and interpreted acconding
ta the taws of the Siate of Flonds,

37. SIGNAGE: SUBLESSEE shall be responsibfe for placement of approprate
signs at a specified number of locations on the Subleased Premises which will be muluaily
determined by SUBLESSOR and SUBLESSEE. Signs shalt indicate that the Subleased
Prentises were purchased by the Depsariment of Environmental Protection, Office of Greetrways
and Trails, with Preservation 2000 funds under the Raits-to-Trails Program. Al signs shai
conform to the signs poiicies andg procedures established by the Office of Greenways and Trails,
and signage specifications shall be mutualiy sgreed upon by SUBLESSOR and SUBLESSEE
prior to permanent placement of the signs on the Sublossed Premises.

3e. MANAGEMENT PLAN: SUBLESSEE wili provide & land use, deveinpment and
maintenance/operations conceptual plan within 80 days of the execution of this Subleass.

39. NON-NATIVE SPECIES: Planting Non-Native Species is expressiy prohibited.

40, USE PERMITS: SUBLESSOR reserves the right to review all use permits for
campitance with terms of SUBLESSCOR'S lease with the Trustees of the Intemal Improvement
Trust Fund of the State of Fiorida prior fo issuance by SUBLESSEE, :

41, SECTION CAPTIONS: Anicles, subsections and other captions contained irs this
sublease are for reference purposes onty and are no way infended to describe, Interpret, define
or {imit the scope, extent or in{ent of this sublease or any provisions thereof,

SUBLESSOR
FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL

FROTECTION, OFFICE OF GREENWAYS AND
TRAILS

L) o ftrd

By: A p ‘j

Qé\x\; & R. Dale Paichett, Exscutive Liaison Qfficer,
‘J‘\—G/T(S\ Ao Offica of the Secretary,

Signature of Witness Departmenti of Environmental Protection,
on behalf of the
W ge X ) ,,Q /v Qffice of Greenways and Trails
Prgted/Typed Nhkme of Wilness
7 { /
\lﬁ/"ﬂ,\ M. “&}\
Signature of Winess_J Approved as to Form and Legaiity
/d/f“/zdﬁﬁu AL By: gl [Khoe
Prnted/Typed Name of ¥itness DEP Attomey
Page &
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Suwannes County, # political subdivision of

the State of Florida

By its Board of County Comemissioners

By:

Signeture of Wiiness

Fdward L. Allen

Printea/Typed Name:_Ivie

Fowvler

Printed/Typed Tille:_Chairman, Boarc of

Pn‘ntedf‘(ypec;:ﬁme of Witness

Attest:

Signature of Wilness

Elzine Robinscn

Printec/Typed Names of Witness

CONSENT TO SUBLEASE

Trustees hereby consent to this Sublease.

Printed/Typea’Name: V. .
Printed/Typed Tifle: Clexk of Clrcult Court
e 2 Oz AT CULE H

{OFFICIAL SEAL) 'f‘,.._' T4

County Comminsioners

L TN

Rahdy Henderson

=Ry
R

«{

MR y.,"“‘
LN

al

BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE INTERNAL

M

FLORID,
Byl v

ENT TRUST FUND &R THE STATE

o dofo

Slgnetura of Witness

me' e T h\\‘\y

Danisl T. Crabb, Chief,

-
Burtay of Land

Mansgemant Services, Division of State

Printed/Typed Name of Wiiness

e

Lands, Depariment of Environmental

Protection, as agentl {or and on behaif of
the Board of Trustees of the intemat

Signature of Whlriess )

[0 o Hhzues

Prnted/Typed Name ot yVitness

Form Revised
2/28/36
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This instrument prepared by 1994-00733
or under the directien of: vi\wpdcc\deede\fidnr.B4p

VWbl CDoen

William C. Basney

Senior Counsel

CSX Transportation, Inc.
500 Water Street
Jacksonville, Florida 32202

THIS WARRANTY DEED, made cthis s(uc| day of f\\a\/ , 1995,
between CSX TRANSPORTATION, IRC., a Virginia corporation, whose malling address
ig 500 Water Street, Jacksonville, Florida 32202, hereinafter called "Grantor™®,
and the BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE INTERNAL IMPROVEMENT TRUST FUND OF THE STATE OF
FLORIDA, whose malling address 1s c/o Florida Department of Environmmental
Protection, Office of Greenways and Trails - MS 795, 325 John Knox Reoad, Building
500, Tallahassee, Florida 32302-4124, hereinafter called "Grantee"”, and CHEMICAL
BANK, Trustee as hereinafter provided, WITRESSETH:

(Wherever used herein, the terms "Grantor” and
Grantee” may be construed in the singular or plural as
the context may require or admit, and for purposes of
exceptions, reservations and/or covenants, shall include
the successors and assigns of corporations and public
bodies.)

THAT Grantor, for and in consideration of the sum of TEN AND NO/100 DOLLARS
($10.00), and other valuable consideration, the receipt of which Is hereby
acknowledged, has granted, bargained and sold, and by these presents does GRANT,
BARGAIN, SELL and CONVEY unto Grantee, its successors and assigns forever, all
right, title and interest in and to those certain tracts or parcels of land
situate, lying and being in Suwannee County, Florida, and having a Tax Parcel
Identification Number of - )
hereinafter individually referred to as “Premises A" and "Premlses B", Premlses
A beilng more particularly described in Exhibic A and FPremises B being more
particularly described in Exhibit B, attached hereto and incorporated herein, AND
FURTHRER, Grantor has bargalined and sold, and by these presents does BARGAIN,
SELL, RELEASE, REMISE, and CORVEY unto Grantee, its successors and assigns
forever, all right, title and interest, 1f any, in and to that certain tract or
parcel of land situate, lying and belng in Suwannee County, Florida, hereinafcer
also designated the "Premises C," more particularly described in Exhibic C,
attached hereto and incorporated herein, and containing 76.96 sacres, more or

less. Premises A, B and C are hereinafter collectively referred to as “cthe
Premises. " ézgfury\ e
&arce‘ :Z?[).*éfﬁ 753(;[~Q§§3 7 %0 &ifcy/7ﬁ /alﬁCkﬂéwL /7 2
< ﬁ L /%1 ~1 /2 C”
C)VEZ/(:? 7%7067 A?fyﬂcc é j/ff;ikl 77?l,/5
C?VC?C7/—CDCN70CM9 $TTeAn Knox Koz //64135;26
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TOGETHER WITH 21l buildings, structures and improvements thereon, and all
and singular the rights, alleys, ways, waters, privileges, hereditaments and
appurtenances to the Premises belonging or in snyway incident or appertalning.

RESERVING unto Grantor, its successors and assigns, a non-exclusive access
easement, hereinafter “Access Easement," twenty (20) feet in width, for the
purpose of Ingress and egress to Grantor‘s lands edjacent to the Premises and
described in Deed Book GG, Page 37 of the Official Records of Suwannee County,
Florida, which Access Easement 1s more particularly described inm Exhibit D,
attached hereto and incorporated herein.

TO HAVE AND TO HOLD Premises A unto Grantee, Grantee’s successors and
assigns, in fee simple forever.

SUBJECT to reservations, exceptions and restrictions of record, all
existing public utilievies, all encroachments, existing ways and servitudes,
howsoevex created, determinable by a proper survey or by an inspection of
Premises A&, including but not limited to deed dated Septembex 1%, 1994 from Annie
Mae Touchton to Patricia Touchton Goff and Sandra Touchton Aupperle recorded
emong the Public Land Records of Suwannee County, Florida in Deed Book 504, Page
435; deed dated March 30, 1954 from Annie F. Blanchard to James Q. Blanchard and
Dorothy W. Blanchard recorded as aforesaid in Deed Book 99, Page 187; deed dated
March 16, 1971 from Mrs. L. D. McCall to Thomas L. Duncan and Macell J. Duncan
recorded as aforesaid in Deed Book 85, Page 313; deed dated HMarch 7, 1967 from
Estell Fender Thomas to Thomas L. Duncan and Macell J. Duncan recorded as
aforesaid in Deed Book 43, Page 240C; Final Judgment dated May 2, 1583 between
Bertha Lee Floyd, Plaintiff, and Frances E. Thompson, Willie J. Floyd, et al,
Defendants, recorded as aforesaid in Deed Book 247, Page 305; and deed dated
December 30, 1992 from Walter McDougal and Kevin HMcDougal to Pearl Showers
recorded as aforesaid in Deed Book 450, page 428, Grantor hereby WARRANTS that
Premises A are free from encumbrances, and that it will forever warrant and
defend all and singular Premises A unto Grantee against clalms of or by Grantor
and 211 other persons lawfully claiming or to claim the same or any part thereof,
by, through or under Grantor.

TO HAVE AND TO HOLD PREMISES B and C, and &ll the estate, right, title,
lien, interest and claim whatsoever of Grantor therein, either in law or equity,
and all improvements thereon and appurtenances thereto, unte the proper use,
benefit and enjoyment of Grantee, Grantee's successors and assigns, forever.

SUBJECT TO reservations, exceptions and restrictions of recoxrd, all
existing public utilities, all encroachments, existing ways and servirtudes,
howsoever created, determinable by a proper survey or by an inspection of
Premises B and C, Grantor WARRANTS that it has a property interest in Premises B
only to the extent of and pursuant to the recorded Instruments liscted on
Exhibic B and that it hss done nothing to alienate or impalr such interest.
Except to the extent previously herefn warranted as to Premises A and B, Grantor
does not warrant any Interest in Premises C.

o) LEASE 9772
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AND THYS DEED FURTHER WITNESSETH that Chemical Bank, a New York
corporation, Corporate Trustee under the former Seaboard Coast Line Railroad
Company's Consolidated Hortgage dared March 15, 1971, as supplemented, hes
executed this deed for the sole purpose of releasing and does hereby release all

1ien and interest of the Trustee under sald Mertgage, In
or in and to the estate, right, title and
the provisions of Section 5.02 of
L. F. Sadler of Jacksonville,

estate, right, title,

and to the property herein conveyed,
pursuant to

interest herein qultclaimed,
Article Five of sald Mortgage; Individual Trustee,
Florida, being relieved of any obligation te join in such release by Section
10.06 of Article Ten of sald Mortgage. This release is subject to any and all
limitations and agreements herein

the same rights, reservations, exceptlons,
specified on hehalf of the Grantor, and 1s without covenant or warranty, express

or implied, and without recourse sgainst salid Trustee in any event, and recitals
of fact herein are to be taken only as recitals of Granter and Grantee and not

of Trustee.
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, CSX TRANSPORTATION, INC. and CHEMICAL BANK, (as the
aforesaid Trustee), pursuant te due corporate authority, have caused their names
ocfficers hereunto duly authorized and their

to be signed hereto by cthelr
corporate sesls, duly sattested, to be hereunte affixed.

Signed, sealed and delivered CSX TRANSPORTATIOR, INC
in the presence of:

U“\b\/\{\/\ R{&/ﬁ/ By i P

TUOAE P Feg
"FaAR

/1;244»%%{ ?éé;&iﬁé;hg Attest
7 /QA657~'SPcretfv//

D feid £ Lihentfion
Kb he / . e A

sealed and delivered CHEMICAL BANK, as Corporate
Trustee ss aforesaid:

Signed,
in the presence of:
i e e 1Ol fors
A cHE d STEIN KATZ SENIOR TRUST OF
N\
mﬁ_ attest__ Jo e FA
/. A A
ANDREW M. DECK TRUST OFFICER

KEV N J. SALMING

%-,A '/z/g,p LEASE 4772
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‘STATE OF FLORIDA )
) S5
GCOUNTY OF DUVAL )

I, ? /)QE¢ L MC@{‘I{W . & Notary Public of the State

of Florids and the County of Duval, do certify that, on the date below, before

me in sald County cams ?M!Cl!\f /T A«’?)!omm s, (=) to me known, and/or
{ ) proven by satisfactery current evidence to be the person whose name is
gubscribed to the above instrument, who, being by me first duly sworn, did make .
oath, acknowledge and s that: *he resides in Jacksonville, Duval County,
Florida;she is Vice Precipeid , of CSX
Transportatiorn, Inc., Lhe corporation described In and which executed said

instrument;the is fully informed of the contents of the instrument;$he knows the
seal of said corporation; the seal affixed to said instrument is such seal; it
was go affized by authority of the Board of Directors of sald corporation;she
signed”@?é? name thereto for sald corporation pursuant to Board authority; and
instrument 1is the free act and deed of sald corporation; and the conveyance
herein is not part of a transaction, sale, lease, exchange or other transfer or
conveyance of all or substantially all of the property and/or assets of the
Grantor.

IN WITHESS WHEREOF, I hereunto set my hand and official seal., this
Q!& day of i_ , 19447
GIPIIIBPIIIIIIIINIPIIIIIIIINIDIINII I IIIIINPIIN), @,{,{ ey IZ;/"CE—M/ ‘4)\“»— (SEAL)
& \*‘"”':, Roberi L. Whealton Notary Publi

s ® Notary Public, Stte of Florida Print Name: E (. MC%%’V\

My commissiom expires.ami /3/7/"7' 7

& & Commisslon Mo. CC 338168
""wr\0 My Commission Expires 12/07/97

g oeded Through Fla. Hotwy Servive & Honding Co.
e N D RSLRATE

3
<
<
<
<
<
<
d
STATE OF NEW YORK )
)y SS.
COURTY OF NEW YORK )

I, A‘\“\ALX‘:‘*LF Db UGA , a Notary Public of said County
and State, }y ﬂUtY)f‘:AZed taoa take acknowledgements, do certify that on
[\/\ T , before me in said Counté and State'é:versonally

came UH!G& IELE STEIM-KATZE and NDREW M. DEC .
to me known, and known to me to be the rsons whose name are subscribed to the

above Instrument, bearing date omn the l&‘ day of MNAL . 19847
who, being by me first duly sworn, did severally depob@ acknowledge and say
that: They are SENIOR TRUST QFFICER and TRIST OFFICER
respectively, of Chemical Bank, a corporation under the laws of the Stare of New
York, and Corporate Trustee under the Consolidated Mortgage made by the former
Seaboard Ccast Line Rallroad Company, dated March 15, 1971, as supplemented and
modified; they, being informed of the contents of the Instrument, signed their
names thereto with full authority to act for said corporatien; the seal of the
o*poram r was affixed to the inqt:rument:; and the instrument delivered, by said
HELE STEIN KATZ , HENIOR TRUST OFFICER as aforesaid, by
like suthority; and said instrument is the free act and deed of sald corporation.

2N Cn Mol y
FAASMBIEASL Y RN ALY \\m ,\.\\\\\ .\) <

IN WITHESS VHEREOF, I hereunto set my hand and officigl seal, the day and

year written above.
LLE DeLUCA ) / ﬁ
O iz York /\"— L ,1 j ,\,(( O (SEAL)

AR

My commission &Y c
759 Notary Publlc
Coumty

Q
Certificut o Voth County
es JUy 15, 1555

Comnission £xp:
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EXHIBIT A

Description of property between: Suwannee County, Floridas
To: Board of Trustees of the Internal Improvement Trust Fund
of the State of Florida

CSXT Deed File No.: 1994-00733
HMap Parcel
No. No., Grantor Grantee Date Book Page
23 . L W. J. Peterson, et ux SF&W RY 03-09-1888 M 235
23 2.3,4 Robert Ivey SF&W RY 16-27-1885 I 493
523-24 1
24 3 E. D, Blanchard LOT & CH 02-08-1884 J 237

RY

The Live Oak, Tampa and Charlotte Harbor Rallroad Company (LOT&GH RR) merged inte The
Savannah, Florida and Western Rallway Company (SF&W RW) on March 10, 1884, The
Savannah, Florida and Western Rallway Company was merged into the Atlantic Coast Line
Railroad Company, effective July 1, 1%02. On July 1, 1967 the Atlantic Coast Line
Rallroad Company merged with the Seaboard Air Line Rallrocad Company to form the

Seaboard Coast Line Rallroad Company. On December 28, 1982 the Louisville and
Nashville Railroad Company merged into Seaboard Coast Line Rallroad Cowpany, and the
name of the surviving corporation changed to Seaboard System Railroad, Inc. On July

1, 1986, Seaboard System Rallroad, Inc. changed its name to GSX Transperatlon, Inc.

o3y
RE|
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080S6#T

T

S6¥200EL2ST
IS 8 941

dJd

ot

NO. , WEL JLASE 772
EXHIBIT j;

PAGE A£G —or=tSs



NO.

EXHIBIT B

Description of property between: Suwannee County, Florida
Te: Board of Trustees of the Internal Improvement Trust Fund
of the State of Florida
CS¥T Deed File Ho.: 1994-00733
Map Parcel
Ho No Grantor Grantee Date Book Pape
523-24 2,6 R. A. Ivey ACL RR 06~13~1907 GG 37
523-24 3 J. A. Ivey 1LOT & CH 12-31-1885 I 582
RY
S23-24 1.4 Haurice Wilkinson,
et ux SF&W RY 11-06~1885 I 580
24 2 Maurice Wilkinson,
er ux SF&W RY 03~26-~1886 J 104

The Live Oe&k, Tampa and Charlotte Harbor Railroad Company (LOT&CH RR) merged into The
Savannah, Florida and Western Rallway Company (SF&W RY)Y on March 10, 1B84. The
Savannah, Florida snd Western Rallway Company was merged into the Atlantic Coast Line
Railroad Company, (AC RR) effective July 1, 1902, On July 1, 1967 the Atlancic Coast
Line Railroad Company merged with the Seaboard Alr Line Rallroad Company te form the

Seaboard Coast Line Railroad Company. On December 23, 1982 the Louisville and
Hashville Railroad Company merged into Seaboard Coast Line Railroad Company, and the
name of the surviving corporation changed to Seaboard System Rallroad, Inc. On July

1, 1986, Sesboard System Railroad, Inc. changed its name to CSX Transporation, Inc.

N o LEAIE 772
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EXHIBIT G

Dascription of property between; Suwannee County, Floridsa

To: Board of Trustees of thes Internal Improvement Trust Fund
of the State of Florids
CSXT Deed File No.: 1994-00733

A PORTION OF THE ABANDONED CSX TRANSPORTATION INC. GEORGIA STATE LINE

TO LAKELAND RAILROAD CORRIDOR LYING iIN SECTIONS 5, 8, 17, 20, 21 AND 22,
TOWNSHIP 6 SOUTH, RANGE 14 EAST, SUWANNEE COUNTY, FLORIDA, BEGINNING AT
VALUATION STATION 3685+76 AND EXTENDING SOUTHERLY AND EASTERLY TO VALUATION
STATION 3896+96, ALL AS DEPICTED ON ATLANTIC COAST LINE RAILROAD COMPANY
RIGHT-OF - WAY AND TRACK MAP SHEETS V.5 FLA/23, V.5 FLA/23-24, AND V.5

FLA/24.
LY

LE AND EXCEPT ROAO RIGHTS—OF—~WAY AS MAINTAINED BY THE FLORIDA
DEFPARTMENT COF TRANSPORTATION.

SAID LANDS BEING MORE' PARTICULARLY DESCRIBED AS FOLLOWS:

AS A POINT OF REFERENCE, COMMENCE AT THE NORTHWEST CORNER OF SAID

SECTION 22; THENCE RUN S 01°12°41" E, ALONG THE WEST LINE OF SAID

SECTION 22, A DISTANCE OF 1331.50 FEET TO THE NORTHWEST CORNER OF THE
SOUTHWEST ONE QUARTER OF THE NORTHWEST ONE QUARTER OF SAID

SECTION 22 AND THE POINT OF BEGINNING, SAID CORNER LYING ON THE NORTH
BOUNDARY OF THE AFORESAID ABANDONED CSX TRANSPORTATION INC. RAILROAD
CORRIDOR; THENCE RUN N 88'22'28" E, ALONG THE NORTH LINE OF SAID

SOUTHWEST ONE QUARTER OF THE NORTHWEST ONE QUARTER, 1329.37 FEET TO

THE NORTHEAST CORNER OF SAID SOUTHWEST ONE OUARTER; THENCE RUN N
01'14'19" W, ALONG THE EAST LINE OF THE WEST ONE HALF OF SAID

NORTHWEST QUARTER OF SECTION 22 , A DISTANCE OF 20.72 FEET TO A POINT

LYING 100.00 FEET NORTH, WHEN MEASURED AT RIGHT ANGLES, OF THE

CENTERUINE OF SAID RAILROAD CORRIDOR; THENCE DEPARTING SAID EAST

LINE, RUN N 89°23'52" E, ‘ALONG A LINE BEING 100.00 FEET NORTH OF AND

PARALLEL WITH SAID CENTERLINE, 1654.92 FEET TGO A POINT MARKING SAID
RAILROAD VALUATION STATION 3896+ 96, SAID POINT BEING LOCATED 5,689

FEET EASTERLY. MEASURED ALONG THE CENTERLINE OF SAID ABANDONED

RAILROAD CORRIDOR, FROM MILEPOST AR-695,/5204, SAID POINT LYING ON

THE WESTERLY BOUNDARY OF THOSE LANDS CONVEYED TO FLORIDA POWER
CORPORATION BY CSX TRANSPORTAION iNC.; THENCE RUN S 00°36'08"

E, ALONG SAID WESTERLY BOQUNDARY, 200.00 FEET TO .THE SOUTH BOUNDARY OF SAID
ABANDONED RAILROAD CORRIDOR, BEING 100.00 FEET SOQUTH. WHEN MEASURED AT RIGHT
ANGLES, OF SAID CENTERLINE; THENCE RUN S B89'23'52" W, ALONG A LINE BEING 100.00
FEET SOUTH OF AND PARALLEL WITH SAID CENTERLINE, 2982.19 FEET TGASAID WEST
LINE OF SECTION 22: THENCE RUN N 0112'41" W, ALONG SAID WEST LINE.

50.00 FEET TO A POINT LYING 50.00 FEET SOUTH, WHEN MEASURED AT RIGHT
ANGLES, OF SAID CENTERLINE; THENCE DEPARTING SAID WEST LINE., RUN S

89°23'52" W, ALONG A LINE BEING 50.00 FEET SOUTH OF AND PARALLEL WITH




SAID CENTERLINE, 3484.45 FEET TO A CURVE CONCAVE TO THE NORTHEAST AND
HAVING A RADIUS OF 2338.31 FEET; THENCE RUN WESTERLY, NORTHWESTERLY
AND NORTHERLY ALONG SAID CURVE, BEING 50.00 FEET WESTERLY, BY
RADIAL MEASURE, OF SAID CENTERLINE, THROUGH A CENTRAL ANGLE OF
S043°51° FOR A DISTANCE OF 2070.39 FEET TO THE EAST LINE OF SAID
SECTION 20: THENCE RUN S 00°38'25" E, ALONG SAID EAST LINE, ALSO BEING
THE WESTERLY BOUNDARY OF SAID RAILROAD CORRIDOR. 77.85 FEET TO A
POINT ON A NON-TANGENT CURVE CONCAVE TO THE EAST AND HAVING A
RADIUS OF 2388.31 FEET. SAID POINT LYING 100.00 FEET WESTERLY. BY RADIAL
MEASURE. OF SAID CENTERLINE; - THENCE FROM A CHORD BEARING OF N
3533117 W, RUN NORTHERLY ALONG SAID CURVE, BEING 100.00 FEET
WESTERLY, BY RADIAL MEASURE, OF SalD CENTERLINE, THROUGH A CENTRAL
ANGLE OF 11°31°47" A DISTANCE OF 480.61 FEET TO THE END OF SAID CURVE;
THENCE RUN N 29°4718" W, ALONG A LINE BEING 100.00 FEET WEST OF AND
PARALLEL WITH SAID CENTERLINE, 1271.44 FEET; THENCE DEPARTING SAID LINE
RUN N 60712°42" £, 2.50 FEET; THENCE RUN N 28° 47°18" W, ALONG A LINE BEING

97.50 FEET WEST OF AND PARALLEL WITH SAID CENTERLINE, 165.90 FEET; THENCE

RUN S 60%12'42" W, 2.50 FEET: THENCE RUN N 29°47'18" W, ALONG A LINE BEING
100.00 FEET WEST OF AND PARALLEL WITH SAI0 CENTERLINE, A DISTANCE. smp.m
OF 133.54 FEET TO A CURVE CONCAVE TO THE EAST AND BAVING A

RADIUS OF 5B829.65 FEET, THENCE RUN NORTHERLY ALONG SAID CURVE,

BEING 100.00 FEET WESTERLY, 8Y RADIAL MEASURE ., OF SAID

CENTERLINE, THROUGH A CENTRAL ANGLE OF 2327°49" FOR A DISTANCE

OF 2387.34 FEET TO THE END OF SAID CURVE; THENCE RUN N 619°29" W,
ALONG A LINE BEING 100.00 FEET WEST, WHEN MEASURED AT RIGHT ANGLES,

OF SAID CENTERLINE, A DISTANCE OF 7892.73 FEET; THENCE RUN N & 1§'55"

W, ALONG A LINE BEING 100.00 FEET WEST, WHEN MEASURED AT RIGHT

ANGLES, OF SAID CENTERLINE, A DISTANCE OF, 435.44 FEET TO A POINT
MARKING SAID RAILROAD VALUATION STATION 3685+76, SAID POINT BEING
LOCATED 4912 FEET NORTHERLY, MEASURED ALONG THE CENTERLINE OF SAID
ABANDONED RAILROAD CORRIDOR. FROM MILEPOST AR693/S 202, SAID POINT
LYING ON THE SOUTHERLY BOUNDARY OF THOSE LANDS CONVEYED TO FLORIDA
POWER CORPORATION BY CSX TRANSPORTATION INC.; THENCE RUN

N B3°40°05" E, ALONG SAID SOUTHERLY BOUNDARY, 180.00 FEET TO THE EASTERLY
BOUNDARY OF SAID ABANDONED RAILROAD CORRIDOR, SAID EASTERLY BOUNDARY BEING

THE WEST RIGHT—OF—~WAY LINE OF STATE ROAD 249 AS DESCRIBED N OFFiCiAL
RECORDS BOOK 257 AY PAGE 18 OF THE PUBLIC RECORDS OF SUWANNEE
COUNTY. FLORIDA; THENCE RUN S 6°19'55" E, ALONG SAID EASTERLY
BOUNDARY, 435.46 FEET: THENCE RUN S 6719'29" E, ALONG SAID EASTERLY
BOUNDARY, 7175.46 FEET TO A CURVE CONCAVE TO THE EAST AND HAMWNG A
RADIUS OF 3874.66 FEET; THENCE RUN SOUTHERLY ALONG SAID CURVE AND
FASTERLY BOUNDARY THROUGH A CENTRAL ANGLE OF 5°49°08". A DISTANCE

OF 393.52 FEET TO A POINT LYING 100.00 FEET EAST, WHEN MEASURED AT RIGHT
ANGLES.- OF SAID CENTERLINE; THENCE DEPARTING SAID CURVE, RUN S

5°19°29" E. ALONG A LINE BEING 100.00 FEET EAST OF AND PARALLEL WITH
SAID CENTERLINE, A DISTANCE OF 324.44 FEET TO A CURVE CONCAVE TO THE
EAST AND HAVING A RADIUS OF 5629.65 FEET; THENCE RUN SOUTHERLY ALONG
SAID CURVE, BEING 100.00 FEET EAST, B8Y RADIAL MEASURE, OF SAID
CENTERLINE. THROUGH A CENTRAL ANGLE OF 2327'49" FOR A DISTANCE OF
2305.44 FEET TO THE END OF SAID CURVE: THENCE RUN S 29°47'18" E, ALONG
A LINE BEING 100.00 FEET EAST OF AND PARALLEL WITH SAID CENTERLINE, A
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DISTANCE OF 100.12 FEET TO THE NORTH LINE OF THOSE LARNDS COWVEYED BY

THE SEABOARD COAST UINE RAILROAD COMPANY TO THE TOWN OF BRANFORD:

THENCE RUN S 8012'42" W, ALONG SAID NORTH LINE, 50.00 FEET; THENCE

RUN S 29°47'18" E. ALONG THE WEST LINE OF SaID CONVEYED LANDS, 662.00 FEET;
THENCE RUN S 60712'42" W. ALONG THE WESTERLY PROLONGATION OF THE SOUTH
LINE. OF SAID CONVEYED LANDS., 25.00 FEET TO A POINT LYING 25.00 FEET EAST,
WHEN MEASURED AT RIGHT ANGLES, OF SAID CENTERLINE; THENCE RUN S 29'¢47'18" E,
ALONG A UNE LYING 25.00 FEET EAST OF AND PARALLEL WITH SAID CENTERLINE, A
DISTANCE OF 716.66 FEET TO THE NORTH RIGHT—OF—WAY LINE OF STATE ROAD 20;
THENCE RUN N BB'34'38" E. ALONG-SAID NORTH RIGHT—OF~WAY LINE, 75.81

FEET: - TO A POINT LYING 100.00 FEET EAST, WHEN MEASURED AT RIGHT

ANGLES, OF SAID CENTERLINE, THENCE DEPARTING SAID NORTH RIGHT—OF ~

WAY LINE. RUN S 294718" €. ALONG A LINE BEING 100.00 FEET EAST OF AND
PARALLEL WITH SAID CENTERLINE, A DISTANCE OF 92.99 FEET TO THE SOUTH
RIGHT—OF—WAY LINE OF SAID STATE ROAD NO. 20; THENCE RUN S B6B8°34'38" W,
ALONG SAID SOUTH RIGHT—-OF—WAY LINE, 50.53 FEET TO A POINT L{YING 50.00

FEET EAST, BY RADIAL MEASURE, OF SAID CENTERLINE, SAID POINT LYING ON

A NON~ TANGENT CURVE CONCAVE TO THE NORTHEAST AND HAVING A RADIUS

OF 2238.31 FEET. THENCE FROM A CHORD OF S60°15'14"E, RUN SOUTHERLY,
SOUTHEASTERLY AND EASTERLY ALONG SAID CURVE, BEING 50.00 FEET EAST, BY
RADIAL MEASURE, OF SAID CENTERLINE, THROUGH A CENTRAL ANGLE OF 60°41'48" FOR
A DISTANCE OF 2371.18 FEET TO THE END OF SAID CURVE; THENCE RUN N 8972352" E
ALONG A LINE BEING 50.00 FEET NORTH OF AND PARALLEL WITH SAID CENTERLINE,
148339 FEET TO SAID WEST UNE OF SECTION 22: THENCE N 17127417 W,

ALONG SAID WEST LINE, 5.55 FEET 7O THE POINT OF BEGINNING.

LESS AND EXCEPT ROAD RIGHTS-—-OF-WAY FOR STATE ROADiNO.ZO {0.43 ACRES).

TOTAL AREA OF THE ABOVE DESCRIBED PARCEL LESS THE ABOVE DESCRIBED
ROAD RIGHTS—OF—WAY IS 76.96 ACRES, MORE OR LESS.
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Deseription ¢f Access Easement at: Suwennee County, Florida

To: Board of Trustees of the Internal Improvement Trust Fund
of the State of Florida

CSXT Deed File No.: 1§%4-00733

A parcel ‘of fond lying in the southeast 1/4 of Section 17, Towaship 6 Souih, Ronge 14 Eosti,
Suwannee County, Florido, described as follows:

Begin ot the southwesterly corner of those londs conveyed by the Seaboord Coost Line Roirood
Compony to the lown of Branford per document doted Oclober 24, 1968, soid corner lying 1,298
feet sautheosterly, when. measured olong lhe centerline of soid Railroad’s former moin trock, of
mitepost ARGG4/S203 ond 50 feel eosierly, meosured ot right ongtes , of soid cenlerline; thence
run S 60°12°42" W, perpendiculor to said centerline, 150 feet to the westerly right—of—woy

line of soid Railrcod; thence N 29°47°18" ¥, olong soid weslerly right—of~way line, 20.00

feel: thence N 650°12'42" E. perpendiculor to said centeriine, 150 feet to the westerly

boundary of soid tonds conveyed to the .lown of Bronford: Lhence run S 294718 E. olong

soid westarty boundary, being poroliel with scid centerline, o distance of 20.00 feet to the Point of

Beginning.

BEING more particularly shown on sketch dated July 10, 1995, prepared by Robert M.
Jones, Professional Land Surveyor No. 4201, Regional Engineers, Planners and Surveyors,

Inc

NO.
EXHIBIT
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. 817 North Garland Avenue, Orlando, Florids 32801, sttached hereto as Exhibit D-1.
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FOR LEGAL DESCRIPITION
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APPENDIX C

A Greenway Vision for the Suwannee River Valley



A
GREENWAY
VISION FOR THE
SUWANNEE RIVER VALLEY

A LINKAGE TO THE PAST AND PATHWAY TO THE FUTURE
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The Suwannee River Water Management District

By
Development Advisory Services, Inc.

October 1995



FOREWORD

“Greenways are about connections:
connections between people and the
land, between public parks, natural areas,
historic sites and other open spaces,
between conservation and economic
development, and between environmental
protection and our quality of life.”

(GREENWAYS A Guide 1o Planning, Design, and
Development, Flink and Seamns, Island Press, Washington,
D.C, 1993
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LOCATION

The Suwannee River Water Management
District (Suwannee River Valley)
includes fifteen counties in north central

Florida.
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In the Suwannee River Valley,
greenways can link public lands along the
Suwannee, Santa Fe, Withlachoochee,
Steinhatchee, Alapaha, and Aucilla
rivers. They can create opportunities for
recreational trails that connect
communities such as Perry, Cross City,
Fanning Springs, Trenton and Chiefland
(Dixie - Levy Greenway). They can
stimulate eco-tourism and provide the
means to access and enjoy our outdoor
resources.

Greenways contribute to the
enhancement of the quality of our lives
through the provision of new recreational
facilities, conservation of environmental
resources, preservation of historic sites,
economic stimulation, land use identity,
alternative transportation opportunities
and a new assessment of the relationship

to our environment.

The Suwannee River Water Management
District has taken the first step towards
achieving these benefits by exploring the
greenway visioning process.

A Greenway Vision for the Suwannee
River Valley presents an image and a
goal for public discussion. 1t also
establishes preliminary linkages with
citizens and local governments and the
landscape. And, in so doing, it defines a
linkage to the past, which, as a result of
potential benefits, may also be a pathway
to the future.
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A
GREENWAY VISION
FOR THE
SUWANNEE RIVER
VALLEY

I. INTRODUCTION &
PURPOSE

The Greenway Vision or goal is to create
a system of protected, interconnected,
open spaces that are managed for
conservation, recreation and the
enhancement of the quality of life in the
Suwannee River Valley.

THE PURPOSE of this report is to
articulate this vision and present it for
public discussion. Then, based upon
citizen feedback, linkages will be
prioritized and the vision will be used to
guide the planning and development of
greenway and trail projects in the

ROCK BLUFF BRIDGE OVER THE SUWANNEE RIVER

District. More specifically the vision will
aid coordination between local and state-
wide planning efforts and stimulate
public awareness of the benefits and
importance of a green infrastructure to
the sustainable future of Florida.
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In 1993, Governor Lawton Chiles
created the Florida Greenways
Commission to bring together people
from all over the state to develop a
coordinated approach for the protection,
enhancement and management of a
statewide system of greenways. This
Commission issued its report in
December 1994, recommending the:

s Creation of an Institutional
Framework for Greenways

e (Creation and Management of
Community Greenways

¢ Conservation of Native Ecosystems
and Landscapes

e Conservation of Urban Open Spaces,
Working Landscapes, Historical sites
and Cultural Resources

e Access to Florida’s System of
Greenways

¢ Education and Involvement of the
Public

e Funding of Florida’s Statewide
Greenways System

In the last several years, separate from
these regional and state-wide efforts,
citizen advocacy groups within the
District, have organized to develop
greenway projects in their communities.
These projects, stimulated by the state’s
Rail-to-Trails program and ISTEA
funding are multi-use trails that have
exciting connectivity opportunities, but
have been proceding independently of
each other.

In 1995, the District recognized an
opportunity to advance the state-wide
greenway Initiative and greatly expand
the public benefits from these projects if
they could be linked together and
connected with District Jands.

In July of this year, the District
embarked upon a greenway visioning
program which has resulted in The
Greenway Vision for the Suwannee
River Valley.




HI. METHODOLOGY

The greenway vision includes a
conceptualize map of greenway
opportunities and linkages within the
District - linkages with communities, to
the landscape and between local,
regional, state and federal agencies.

The mapping methodology consisted of
an analysis of District and state maps,
and site visits to those sites that appeared
to have a special relevancy to the vision,
Linkages were established by contacting
citizen advocacy groups and local
governments to discuss their interest and
acquire information about potential
greenway projects. A complete list of the
contacts is presented in Section VII.

The maps analyzed public lands, utility
corridors, topography, land coverage,
recharge areas, rivers, streams, wetlands,
flora and fauna. Historic sites were noted
for future investigation at the project
level. Private campgrounds, land owners
and outfitters that may have an interest in
greenways were contacted and linkage
opportunities were identified.

On September 12, 1995, the District
hosted a workshop to present the vision
and create a public forum for discussion
about greenways. Forty-eight (48)
persons signed the registration list,
approximately sixty (60) people
attended. Attendees represented citizens,
local business and service organizations,
city governments, pﬁvate land owners,
campgrounds and outfitters, Office of
Greenways and Trails, Department of
Transportation, Florida Trail
Association, Suwannee Bicycle
Association, Florida Power Corporation

and private businesses representing
ownership of several hundred thousand
acres of land in the District,

The Greenway Vision presented on the
following pages evolved from a process
of determining fitness to the landscape,
conservation of resources and
optimization of the potential benefits and
contributions to the quality of life in the
Suwannee River Valley.
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IV. VISION STATEMENT

RECOGNIZING the potential
environmental, recreation, historic,
economic, land use and transportation
benefits that may be derived from

greenways;
and;
SUWANNEE RIVER CORRIDGR, RECOGNIZING that greenways beautify
the landscape, improve community
PRIMARY LUK AGE NETWORK. appearance, provide historic and cultural
‘ enrichment, enhance eco-tourism
m SECCHDARY LINKAGE NETWORK opportunities, provide facilities for
health, fitness and the enjoyment of
r‘_%‘] ACTIVITY CENTERS outdoor resources, all of which
contribute to the improvement of the

} . j‘ V/ATERWAYS quality of our lives;

IT IS THE VISION of the Suwannee
River Water Management District:

TO CREATE A SYSTEM OF
INTERCONNECTED GREENWAYS
THAT LINK COMMUNITIES AND
PROTECTED OPEN SPACES;
PROVIDE CORRIDORS FOR
RECREATION, WILDLIFE, MULTI-
USE TRAILS; SUPPORT ECO-
TOURISM AND OTHER ECONOMIC
OPPORTUNITIES, PROVIDE LAND
‘USE AND TRANSPORTATION

o BENEFITS; AND, PROTECT AND

‘ ENHANCE THE NATURAL, SCENIC,
HISTORIC AND CULTURAL
RESOURCES IN THE SUWANNEE
RIVER VALLEY.
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V. VISION MAP

.. - 3 e 07 :
The Greenway Vision for the Suwannee The C.or'ndor 18235 mxlc?s ]‘_3”&
River Valley consists of five parts connecling fxﬁeen counties in north
described below. central Florida.

The SUWAI\WEE RIVER CORRIDOR
is the central spine of the greenway
vision. 1t consists of the Suwannee River

and adjoining tributaries, all protected i -
floodplains, setbacks, adjaceSt uplands in Sgstamablht'y of the ecosystem is the
public ownership including parks and primary desxgn. detc.armmant and
ownership including parks and management directive.

state/federal forests, wildlife management
areas, springs and navigable runs, private
campgrounds and outfitters that
contribute to the conservation,
protection and enjoyment and of outdoor
resources along the Suwannee River.

In the vision, the Corridor is designated
for recreation, resource protection,
preservation and conservation,
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PRIMARY LINKAGE NETWORK
is the system of pedestrian, bicycle,
equestrian (and the like) linkages, and
non-motorized paths that connect
population centers and provide access to
designated resources along the Suwannee
River Corridor. These include multi-use
trails, abandoned railroad corridors,
utility corridors, roadways, logging trails
and other land connection opportunities.

The primary design and management
intent is to link communities, and provide
access to the Suwannee River Corridor,
public parks, protected forests and other
outdoor resources.

ACTIVITY CENTERS occur where
the Primary Linkage Network intersects
the Suwannee River Corridor and/or at
designated resources along the River
such as springs, unique geological
formations, historical and cultural sites

Whereas the Suwannee River Corridor is
primarily for preservation and
conservation of resources with limited,
controlled access and use; and, the
Primary Linkage Network maximizes
recreation, access and connections;
Activity Centers require a careful
blending of resource protection and
public use. Each activity center demands
a biological assessment and analysis of
carrying capacity in order to determine
design intensity limitations. Activity
Centers include such sites as Big Shoals,
Suwannee Springs, Suwannee River
State Park, Little River Springs and
Branford, Fanning and Manatee Springs.

HART SPRINGS



The SECONDARY LINKAGE
NETWORK is more a program to
protect the working landscape than a
system of designated physical linkages.
The secondary linkage network
encourages protection of and calls
attention to the changing agricultural
countryside, which by its rural nature is
an important open space feature of the
greenway network.

The land ownership pattern is also
changing, from farmer to investor. The
Secondary Linkage Network is a very
significant aspect of the greenway vision
because of its impact on the general
character of the landscape within the
District. Physically, the Secondary
Linkage Network consists of low
traveled graded roads, logging trails,
hunting paths and the like.
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Programmatically it includes hunting
activities, agricultural and scenic
easements, and promotes the creation of
land and conservation trusts to acquire
and protect the agricultural landscape.

WATERWAYS are the water based
connectors. These include the rivers,
streams that are navigable and allow
canoeing, boating, kayaking, scuba
diving, snorkeling, tubing, fishing and
other water related activities. The
Greenway Vision for the Suwannee
River Valley, although defined by its
components, promotes linkages and
connections - connections between
communities, with outdoor resources and
the landscape and between local,
regional, state and federal agencies
involved in greenway initiatives.
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VI. SUMMARY &
RECOMMENDATIONS

To date, the visioning process has
revealed and stimulated a high level of
local interest in greenway projects, as
evidenced by the attendance and
response at the September 12, 1995,
workshop. And, although initially this
interest may have been focused on a
specific local project, the connectivity
opportunities exposed at the workshop
have fostered a more regional outlook.
Similarly, subsequent meetings with local
greenway committees have indicated an
expanding interest in the potential
benefits to be derived from the linkage of
communities.

The workshop also revealed that the
District’s role as an advocacy and
coordinating agency, as well as its
interest to utilize public lands in support
of connectivity, enhance local projects,
provides credibility and a strong
motivational force in pursuing the
greenway initiative,

Follow-up telephone conversations with
workshop participants reinforced these
interpretations.

As a result of these considerations, the
Land Acquisition & Management Plan
and regional water related
responsibilities, the visioning process
confirmed that the District is uniquely
positioned to pursue the following
recommendations:

1. Continue to advocate, coordinate and
provide technical assistance in support of
the greenway initiative.

2. Adopt a greenway vision and include
its implementation into the District work
program.

3. Provide technical support to citizen
groups and assist in the translation of the
vision into local greenway projects.

4. Maintain liaison with the Department
of Environmental Protection, Office of
Greenways and Trials, (designated lead
agency in the state-wide greenway
initiative) and continue to promote
greenway planning within the District.

5. Sponsor quarterly greenway
workshops that facilitate, encourage and
SUppOrt greenway connectivity within the
District;

6. Sponsor an annual greenway
conference to promote linkages with the
St. Johns Water Management District,
Northwest Florida Water Management
District, Office of Greenways and Trails
and other public and private agencies
involved in greenway initiatives within
and adjoining the District.

7. Investigate, and if deemed appropriate,
add “greenway connectivity” 1o its land
acquisition strategy.



-10~

VII. LIST OF LOCAL

CONTACTS
(* Participant at 9/12/95 Workshop)

List of Local Greenway Projects that
were active prior to Visioning

Bell Linear Park*

Dixie - Levy Greenway*

Gilchrist Greenway

Suwannee River Greenway at
Branford*

Suwannee River Greenway at
Live Oak*

List of Contacts and Preliminary
Linkages Resulting from Visioning

6/7/95 University of Florida* Geoplan

6/13  Suwannee River Chamber of
Commerce*

7/19  Suwannee County Chamber of
Commerce*, Spirit of the
Suwannee Campground*,
Gilchrist Timber Company*

7121 City of Live Oak*, Lake City
Tourism Development Council*

7/28  Perry Mainstreet*, Chiefland
Chamber of Commerce*

. 8/1 North Florida Regional Planning
Council

8/3 North Florida Tourism Task

8/8 City of Chiefland*

8/10  City of Jasper*, High Springs*

8/15  Madison Chamber of Commerce

8/22  Mayo Kawanis

8/23  Friends of Archer*

Telephone Contacts

Fl Division of Forestry

USDA Forestry Service
Oxychem*

1000 Friends

Office of Greenways and Trails*
Rayonier Inc.*

Town of Newberry

Town of Lake Butler

Suwannee Bicycle Association*
Department of Transportation*
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FLORIDA NATURAL AREAS INVENTORY

22 December 1997

Marsha Messersmith

Office of Greenways and Trails
325 John Knox Road, Building 500
Tallahassee Florida 32303

RE: Suwannee River Greenway at Branford
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Dear Ms. Messersmith,

This Tetter is in reference to your request for information from the Florida Narural Areas Inventory
(FNAI). You requested data required for inclusion in the management plan for the Suwannee River
Greenway at Branford.

The results from a search of our maps and databases are summarized in this letier. There is only one
element on the property described for which we have 3 record.

Ambystoma tigrinum, Tiger Salamander. Element # AAAAAOIT40*011. It was
found on the west side of the Atlantic Coast Line Railroad tracks, 0.4 miles north of
Branford, which places it on the Greenv ‘ay. This information was from a collection
and no further information is available on this occurrence.

This seems an unusual location 1o find a salamander and its discovery was probably associated with
travel during the mating season. It is unlikely that good breeding habitat for this amphibian is located
on the railroad right-of-way. however, if there are ephemeral ponds located on this property. they can
be assumed to be a breeding ground for the tiger salamander and should be protected. If this is so,
please address protection of this animal in your management plan.

Inclusion of this letter in vour managment plan will satisfy that portion of the plan requiring

identification of resources in the Florida Natural Areas Inventory. If I can be of further assistance
please contact me at 850 224 8207 or jblanchard@FNAI.ORG

Sincerely,
rel)
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lon Blanchard,
Managed Areas Biologist/Chief Scientist

HEMAREASIDATAREQS OGT-COVERLTR.OGT

The Nature Conservancy and the Florida Depariment of Environmental Protection
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January 9, 1998

Ms. Marsha Messersmith

Office of Greenways and Trails
325 John Knox Road, Building 500
Tallahassee, Florida 32303

Subject: Suwannee River Greenway at Branford
Dear Ms. Messersmith:

The Suwannee River Water Management District (District) is currently involved in
the construction of a 10-foot wide asphalt paved trail in Suwannee County located
along the Suwannee River in Branford, Florida. During the preliminary phases of the
project, and especially during the application of an Environmental Resource Permit
from the Department of Environmental Protection (DEP), a review of Threatened and
Endangered Species was conducted.

During the inspections, the presence of gopher tortoises were observed, but no tiger
salamanders were found or observed. The District hired a consultant to permit and
relocate the tortoises along the trail. This activity was completed on January 3, 1998.
There are no ponds or wetlands located within the right-of-way of the trail, and the

soils consist primarily of sandy-to sandy loam soils.

If we can be of assistance or you wish to discuss this matter, please call me at
800/226-1066.

Sincerely,

e T

P

David Still, P.E.
Director, Resource Management

DS/Ip

FAX G04/362-10

ot
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Along A Section of the Branford Greenway

Permit
Report on Tortoise Relocation Efforts

Letter from OGT Accepting SRWMD as Lead Agency to
Implement Tortoise Management Plan



APPLICATION FOR ON SITE MITIGATION FOR GOPHER TORTOISES
ALONG A SECTION OF THE BRANFORD GREENWAY
December 1, 1997

Proposal Summary

The Suwannee River Water Management District (SRWMD) is proposing to establish an on-site
gopher tortoise mitigation area along portions of the Branford Greenway (Attachment 1) to
sustain the resident population of gopher tortoises, Gopherus polyphemus. Based on preliminary
surveys done by SRWMD biologists, tortoises are found only along an approximately 1.5 mile
stretch of the project corridor (abandoned railway right-of-way). This stretch sustains a population
of approximately 101 tortoises. The majority of the tortoises in this area are restricted to the
railroad right of way or just beyond where there are pasture or old fields next to the corridor. The
primary reason for this distribution is that this area has remained open habitat due to mowing and
tree management while surrounding areas have become woodland in nature. The slope and
elevation above ground level provided by the rail bed is quite an attraction for tortoises digging
burrows. For this reason, approximately 20-31 tortoise burrows will be directly impacted by
paving the old rail bed for the Greenway Trail. In one areas, as many as 8 tortoises will iose
significant foraging area when this upper surface is covered. Approximately 13% of the total
available gopher tortoise foraging area will be lost due to paving or associated use and
disturbance.

The proposal is to take burrows and remove tortoises within areas that would or could be
impacted by the work required (Attachment 1). The proposed “take” area is defined as the top
surface of the abandoned rail bed plus the upper three feet of the rail bed embankment. These
tortoises will be moved to secondary burrows within their probable home range. However, in the
approximately 0.25 mile segment which lies to the east of 79" Road, the habitat directly off the
slope and bed of the railway has very little forage and habitat left due to woodland encroachment.
In this area, 7 tortoises will be moved across 79t Road to areas that provide better forage and
burrow sites. The relocated tortoises will be released in abandoned or uninhabited inactive
burrows.

There are approximately 11.9 acres of potentially excellent to good tortoise forage habitat
consisting of old field, unimproved pasture, wooded rangeland, and fill areas covered by native
and non-native grass, native and exotic herbaceous species and open treed habitat along the
1.25 miles of habitat (or 43% of total) which currently sustains a population of gopher tortoises
(Map 1). This habitat is currently declining due to the lack of mowing and tree management. Of
these 11.9 acres, approximately 8.38 acres will remain as suitable forage habitat following the
development of the Greenway project. It is proposed that 7.9 acres be perpetually managed in a
way that would enhance them for tortoise forage and cover as well as a diversity of other wildlife
found in the area.

Florida Department of Environmental protection (FDEP) owns the railway corridor and has leased
it to Suwannee County. The County will be responsible for on-going maintenance, including
mowing of this Branford Greenway project. This proposal is to establish a management plan that
will accomplish the goals of sustaining the resident population of tortoises in a habitat which is of
better quality than that which currently exists while undertaking this management within the limited
budget of Suwannee County. The management proposed in this application, if accepted will be
made part of the management plan called for in the Project Plan (Attachment 1).

R
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This proposal provides a plan for managing construction activities to help insure that the work wil
be done with little or no direct take or impact to tortoises along the corridor. This will be done
through a conservation clause in all primary and subcontractors contracts which makes them
directly responsible for impacts, a simple employee education program about tortoises and
burrows, and a burrow marking and staking system. Access to the corridor and the rail bed will be
restricted to the existing roadways.

Following construction, a public education program will be put into place consisting of signage
along the Greenway. The tortoises are close to housing (approximately 100 yards in some
cases). A brief discussion with residents, indicated that the tortoises are not interfered with
currently, despite the fact that burrows are in the open and tortoises are frequently seen on the rail
bed. It has been shown in numerous studies on signage and protection that in nearly all cases,
people feel that the animals should be there as part of the experience and that people are less
likely to interfere with them in this setting than if they had come across the same animals
incidentally. Therefore it is recommended that the Greenway mitigation area be used as an
educational opportunity.
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APPLICATION FOR ON SITE MITIGATION FOR GOPHER TORTOISES
ALONG A SECTION OF THE BRANFORD GREENWAY

Name of Project: Suwannee Greenway at Branford (Branford Trail, Phase 1)

Location of Project: The Suwannee Greenway at Branford, Suwannee County, Florida, extends
from just east of 79" Blvd. (Cove Road) to 3300 feet south of Little River Springs Road (CR 248).
The 1.5 mile take and mitigation site begins at the eastern end of the trail, proceeds west for 0.25
miles, crosses 79" boulevard, and continues west for another 1.25 miles.

Management and Ownership: The Branford Greenway Project is a joint local, regional and state
project. The Suwannee River Water Management District (SRWMD) is certified by FDOT as the
local agency participator with the ability to expend Inter Surface Transportation Efficiency Act
(ISTEA) funds. Also involved in this joint project are the landowner, Florida Department of
Transportation (FDOT), Suwannee County and the City of Branford.

Description of Project: The Branford Greenway project is designed to provide recreational
activities including walking, hiking, biking and wildlife viewing. The Branford Greenway within the
project area will be developed using the abandoned right-of-way of CSX Railway (Attachment 1)
The railway bed is approximately 15 feet wide at the top and up to 30 feet wide at the base. The
rail bed varies in height from approximately 20 feet above ground level to ground level. The bed
has been constructed primarily from large size granite gravel or rock over a soil core. The primary
construction activities of the project include surface preparation consisting of placement of a 4"
gravel base over which the asphalt paving will be faid. The width of the paved surface will be 10
feet.

Tortoise Burrow and Habitat Surveys

Two burrow surveys were conducted on the project site. The first which took place on October
31, 1997, The purpose of this survey was to determine the number of tortoises that were within
the impact area and would have to be removed and located elsewhere on site. Two biologists
walked the base of the rail bed searching for burrows on the slope. The area was traversed again
by walking along each edge of the top of the bed. This allowed the surveyors two different
vantage points to find burrows.

This survey indicated that there were 20 active (showing current tortoise activity), 12 inactive
(burrows in good condition but with no signs of recent activity) and approximately 14 abandoned
(burrows in disrepair) burrows within the defined take area (construction impact area only). The
population using this area is made up primarily of very large adults. However in some areas,
small juvenile burrows and two hatchling burrows were located. The potential number of tortoises
based on the number of active and inactive burrows located, exceeded the number that which
could be taken with an incidental take permit.

A second tortoise survey was conducted on November 17 and 18, 1997 for the entire 100-200
foot corridor that encompasses the Greenway project (see Attachment 1). The purpose of this
survey was to estimate the number of tortoises in the area that could potentially be impacted by
the project as a result of a reduced foraging area. To expedite mapping of the burrows and
habitats, 165 foot transects consisting of two 82.5 foot segments were measured out using a tape
laid at the center of the rail bed to measure longitudinal location of the burrows along the corridor.
Each segment was surveyed by walking 4 longitudinal transects which covered the area including
both sides of the right-of-way corridor. An additional survey was made by walking the edge of
274" Street and checking for burrows along this area.

Ry v
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The vegetative habitats within the 1.5-mile by 100 foot (segments 1-56) or 200 foot (segments 56-
88) corridor were mapped and evaluated for gopher tortoise forage potential by Patricia S. Ashton
a botanist who has been doing research on tortoise forage requirements for a number of years.

1

RESULTS
Burrows and Gopher Tortoise Population

The distribution of tortoise burrows along this corridor is indicated on Project section maps 10, 11
12, and 13. The density of burrows along most of the corridor was greatest where there was
some artificial ledge or rise and where the area was in or immediately next to open grassy or
weedy areas. Numbers declined where the mixed hardwood canopy reduced sunlight and
forage. However, in wooded areas, a surprising number of active tortoise burrows were found on
or near the railway bed, which probably provided a suitable substrate for burrowing while the top
of the rail bed provided the only sunlit area available support grasses and herbaceous forage.
The paving of the top of this flat rail bed surface will eliminate 13 percent of this forage for the
remnant tortoises in these areas.

’

Results of Tortoise Burrow Counts along Branford Greenway Corridor

Location Active | Inactive | Abandoned | Estimated Tortoise Site Estimate (.5
Population (.614 of or two burrows/
active + inactive burrows) | tortoise)

20 12 14 20 16

Defined take area
(area to be paved
and top 3’ of
embankment)

Rest of 116 64 60 110 90
Embankment plus
100-200" Corridor

Total 136 76 74 130" 106*

* Rounded to the nearest whole.

Density of Tortoises in the 27.52 acre area surveyed is estimated at 3.85 to 4.7 tortoises
per acre.

Habitat Distribution

Based on the soils and land use indicators, the land use and habitat cover of much of the project
area are classified under the Florida Land Use, Cover and Forms Classification System as:
“disturbed lands - # 744 fill areas”,

“open lands - #191 undeveloped Jands within urban areas or # 194 other open lands’,

* agriculture - # 212 unimproved pastures or #261 old-field” ,

‘rangeland - #310 herbaceous or #320 shrub and brushland”

Y ¥V Vv

This study did not measure percent tree cover to atlow a true definition of woodland
classifications but in general wooded areas were xeric oak, temperate hardwood, mixed
hardwoods, or exotics.

The plant species noted in the project area are representative of disturbed old field/pasture and
roadside habitats with patches of natural upland vegetation interspersed as well as some mesic
and wetland species in restricted areas. Herbs including pasture grass, wire grass, Solidago

(goldenrod), Eupatorium (dog fennel), Bidens alba (spanish needles) and Aster (aster species)

Ashton, Ashton, & Associates, Inc. 40f 11 December 1997
Gainesville, Florida




were the predominate ground cover in the unimpacted area and thus represent future tortoise
forage. The herbaceous species such as Oxalis, Chamaesyce (spurge), a variety of vervains
and wild mustards, Plantago (plantains), and members of the madder family and pea family are
interspersed among the grasses and cut-over blackberry that cover the primary railroad bed.
These species include plants known to be specifically selected by gopher tortoises in feeding
studies. Shrubby Rubus (blackberry) bushes covered in Smilax (greenbrier) or Vitis (grape) often
created an impenetrable shoulder-high thicket and Albizia (mimosa) and Rhus copalliinum
(winged sumac) were frequently in the sub-canopy layer. The tree cover is primarily hardwood,
with Prunus (plum and cherry) and Quercus (oak) species predominate in most areas and some
areas showed presence of Juniperus (cedar), Pinus (pine), Celtis (hackberry) and Liquidambar
Styraciflua (sweet gum). Occasional Sabal palmetto (Sabal palm), Persea (Red bay), Carya
(Hickory), Uimus (EIm), and Magnolia (magnolia) were found. The presence of large trees
shades the herbaceous ground cover used as primary forage for the tortoises. The presence of
sapling trees may not currently inhibit the growth of suitable forage but will in the future if allowed
to mature.

Table 2. Distribution of Burrows and Population By Habitat Along Greenway Corridor

Gopher Tortoise and Tortoise Habitat Survey

Location : | Burrows | Predominate Estimated Post Paving — Potential Managed

Segment # | Active + | Vegetative Habitat Current Available GT Forage preserve

(82.5ft belt | Inactive | Type Acres' GT Forage Habitat — | acres- sides indicated

transect) Forage Acres by A, AB or B

Habitat *Management
Recommended

1 0 Grasses, shrubs, mixed 14 10 10 AB
hardwoods

2 2 Grasses, shrubs, mixed 14 10 10 A
hardwoods

3 2 Grasses, shrubs, mixed 14 10 10 A
hardwoods

4 2 Grasses, shrubs, mixed 14 10 10* A
hardwoods

5 4 Grasses, shrubs 24 .20 20 AB

6 2 Grasses, shrubs, mixed 24 20 20  AB
hardwoods, exotics

7 1 Grasses, shrubs, mixed 14 10 20 AB
hardwoods, exotics

8 2 Grasses, shrubs, mixed 14 10 10* B
hardwoods, exotics

9 5 Grasses, shrubs, mixed 14 10 0
hardwoods, exotics

10 4 Grasses, shrubs, mixed 14 10 20" AB
hardwoods, exotics

11 3 Grasses, shrubs, mixed 24 20 20* AB
hardwoods

12 4 Grasses, shrubs, mixed 14 10 20~ AB
hardwoods, exotics

13 0 Grasses, shrubs, mixed 24 20 20" AB
hardwoods, exotics

14 2 Grasses, shrubs, mixed 24 20 20" AB
hardwoods, exotics g ¢
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Grasses, shrubs, mixed 14 10 20 AB
hardwoods, exotics

15

16 Grasses, shrubs, mixed 14 10 20" AB

hardwoods, exotics

Vines, shrubs, mixed 04
hardwoods, exotics

17 20% AB

Shrubs, mixed 04
hardwoods, exotics

18 20" AB

Shrubs, mixed 04
hardwoods, exotics

5 10°  AB

ol O O o

20 Shrubs, mixed 04

10* B
hardwoods, exotics

g Al N N A AW

21 Shrubs, mixed 14 10 .20 AB

hardwoods, exotics

22 1 Shrubs, mixed 14 10 10* B

hardwoods, exotics

23 Grasses, shrubs, mixed 24 .20 20* AB

hardwoods, exotics

N} W

24 Shrubs, mixed 14 10 10 AB

hardwoods, exotics, ferns

25 1 Shrubs, mixed 14 10 10 B

hardwoods, exotics, ferns

26 Shrubs, mixed 14 .10 10" AB

hardwoods, exotics, ferns

27 Grasses, shrubs, mixed 14 10 20" AB

hardwoods, exotics

28 Grasses, shrubs, mixed 14 10 10* B

hardwoods, exotics

o W AN

29 Mixed hardwoods, 14 10 07 B

shrubs, exotics,
herbaceous

30 3 Mixed hardwoods, 24 20 0

shrubs, exotics,
herbaceous

31 2 Mixed hardwoods, 14 10 10" B
shrubs, herbaceous,

grasses

32 4 Grasses, shrubs, mixed 14 10 20* AB
hardwoods, exotics

33 1 Mixed hardwoods, 14 10 10* B
shrubs, herbaceous,

grasses

34 P Mixed hardwoods, 14 10 10 AB

shrubs, herbaceous,
grasses

35 4 Mixed hardwoods, 14 10 10* AB

shrubs, herbaceous,
grasses

36 4 Mixed hardwoods, 14 10 10* A
shrubs, herbaceous,

grasses

37 1 Grasses, shrubs, mixed 14 10 10* AB

hardwoods, exotics

38 3 Grasses, shrubs, mixed 14 10 10t B

hardwoods, exotics

39 0 Mixed hardwoods, .10 .06 10t B

shrubs, herbaceous,
grasses

40 4 Mixed hardwoods, 14 10 10 B
shrubs, herbaceous,

grasses

41 1 Mixed hardwoods, 14 10 10* B
shrubs, herbaceous,

grasses

R
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42 3 Grasses, shrubs, mixed 24 20 20" AB

hardwoods, exotics

43 1 Mixed hardwoods, 14 10 10* AB
shrubs, herbaceous,
grasses

44 2 Mixed hardwoods, 24 .20 .20" AB
shrubs, herbaceous,
grasses

45 1 Shrubs, grasses, mixed 24 20 20" AB
hardwoods, exotics, ferns

46 2 Shrubs, grasses, mixed 14 10 10* B
hardwoods, exotics, ferns

47 4 Mixed hardwoods, 14 10 10 B

shrubs, herbaceous,
grasses, ferns

48 3 Mixed hardwoods, 10 06 10~ B

shrubs, herbaceous,
grasses, ferns

49 2 Mixed hardwoods, 04 0 10" B

shrubs, herbaceous,
grasses, ferns

50 4 Mixed hardwoods, 14 10 20* AB

shrubs, herbaceous,
grasses, ferns

51 4 Grasses, shrubs, mixed 24 20 20 AB
hardwoods, ferns

52 2 Grasses, shrubs, mixed 24 20 20* AB
hardwoods, ferns

53 2 Shrubs, grasses, mixed 14 10 20* AB
hardwoods, ferns, exotics

54 4 Shrubs, grasses, mixed 14 10 20* AB
hardwoods, ferns, exotics

55 4 Shrubs, mixed 14 10 10* B

hardwoods, herbaceous,
grasses, ferns, vines

56 2 Mixed hardwoods, 10 06 10 B

shrubs, herbaceous,
grasses, ferns, exotics

57 3 Mixed hardwoods, 14 10 10 AB

shrubs, herbaceous,
grasses, ferns

58 2 Mixed hardwoods, 04 0 0

shrubs, herbaceous,
grasses, ferns, vines

59 5 Mixed hardwoods, 14 .10 10 AB

shrubs, herbaceous,
grasses, ferns, vines

60 1 Mixed hardwoods, 14 10 10 AB

shrubs, herbaceous,
grasses, ferns, vines

61 1 Mixed hardwoods, 14 10 10 AB

shrubs, herbaceous,
grasses, ferns, vines

) 4 Mixed hardwoods, 14 10 10 AB

shrubs, herbaceous,
grasses, ferns, vines

63 1 Mixed hardwoods, 14 .10 10 AB

shrubs, herbaceous,
grasses, ferns, vines

64 2 Mixed hardwoods, 14 10 10 AB

shrubs, herbaceous,
grasses, ferns, vines

65 3 Mixed hardwoods, 14 10 10~ B

shrubs, herbaceous,
grasses, ferns, vines

DTG €
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66

Mixed hardwoods,
shrubs, herbaceous,
grasses, ferns, vines

14

10

67

Mixed hardwoods,
shrubs, herbaceous,
grasses, ferns, vines

.20

68

Mixed hardwoods,
shrubs, herbaceous,
grasses, ferns, vines

24

.20

69

Mixed hardwoods,
shrubs, herbaceous,
grasses, ferns, vines

14

10

70

Mixed hardwoods,
shrubs, herbaceous,
grasses, ferns, vines

14

10

71

Mixed hardwoods,
shrubs, herbaceous,
grasses, ferns, vines

.24

.20

72

Mixed hardwoods,
shrubs, herbaceous,
grasses, ferns, vines

.24

.20

73

Mixed hardwoods,
shrubs, grasses- shaded

24

N
(]

74

Mixed hardwood, cedar,
Sabal palmetto

14

s
o

75

Mixed hardwoods, shrubs
- shaded

.04

76

Mixed hardwood, cedar,
Sabal palmetto

.04

7

Mixed hardwoods, shrubs
- shaded

.04

78

Of O O N} W] w

Mixed hardwoods, shrubs
- shaded

.04

79

—_

Mixed hardwoods,
shrubs, exotics — shaded

.04

80

Mixed hardwoods,
shrubs, exotics - shaded

.04

81

Mixed hardwoods ~
shaded w/ leaf litter

.04

82

Hi N} O

Mixed hardwoods ~
shaded w/ leaf litter

.04

83

Mixed hardwoods ~—
shaded w/ leaf litter

.04

84

Mixed hardwoods —
shaded w/ leaf litter

.04

85

W] W

Mixed hardwoods -
shaded w/ leaf litter

.04

86

Mixed hardwoods —
shaded w/ leaf litter small
open grassy area

.04

O O] O Of of O o] O ©o o o o

Ol O O] O O] O ol o o o o} ol ol o

87

Mixed hardwoods —~
shaded w/ leaf litter small
open grassy area

.04

88

Mixed hardwoods —
shaded w/ leaf litter small
open grassy area

.04

TOTALS

212

11.90 acres

8.38 Acres

9.2 acres/*7.8acres

1. Acreage Estimations: Segments are ¥z of the sections 50 feet by 165 feet = 8250 sq. feet = .19acre. Thus a segment
is approximately .1 acre through segment # 56.
Segments are % of the sections 100 feet by 165 feet = 16500 sq. feet or .38 acre beginning at segment 56. Thus these
segments = .38 acre/2 =approximately .2 acre. Segments are designated as “A” on the south/west side of the railway bed
or “B” for the north/east side. Railway bed per segment = 165 feet X 20 feet = 3300 sq. feet = .075 acre/2 =.04 acre.
Almost all of the bed itself is serving as suitable forage area due to light accessibility/lack of canopy. Assumption is that
once the surface is paved, this area will not be available for forage due to both surfacing and peripheral use.. .
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SUMMARY OF HABITAT LOSS IMPACTS

Of the total area 27.52 acres surveyed 11.9 acres (43 %) is estimated to be suitable gopher
tortoise forage for the estimated 3.85 to 4.7 tortoises per acre. Paving will result in a reduction of
approximately 3.52 acres (30%) of available gopher tortoise forage. After paving with the
projected use and disturbance from contractors there will still be 8.38 acres (70 %) of potential
forage remaining. The quality of this forage area will be dependent upon what management
methods are employed once the Greenway is in use. With appropriate preparation and long-term
management there are 7.8 acres recommended for intense management to sustain high quality

gopher tortoise forage. Therefore compensating for the loss of the 30% currently available forage.

MITIGATION PLAN

Relocation of Tortoises from the Rail Bed

In the defined take area our recommendation is to take all burrows and move tortoises from the
top surface and within the upper three feet of the embankment, where the paving activity may
impact the burrow. Tortoise burrows that are farther down the slope or where the slope meets
ground surface and are not in potential harm from construction or later use of the trails should be
left intact. This results in a burrow take of 32 with an estimated tortoise take of 16.

Tortoises which are dug and other protected species and burrow obligates will be relocated to the
nearest burrow with a diameter which indicates that the removed tortoise or one of similar size
has constructed and used that inactive or relocated burrow. Burrows in unacceptable habitat will
not be used for relocation. Tortoises taken from the rail bed in the segment east of 79" Bivd. will
be moved across to the segment on the other side of 7gh Bivd. to burrows of appropriate size and
in good tortoise habitat. This area is within the potential home range of all tortoises along the .25
mile segment. Tortoises may return temporarily to their original location but will ultimately move te
areas where forage is available.

Project Planning Review

SRWMD staff have reviewed current site plans as outlined in Attachment 1, and have re-
organized to reduce or eliminate impacts to tortoises outside of the defined take area.

Protecting Burrows During Construction

The following procedures will be used to protect tortoises during the construction phase of the
Greenway:

Contractor will have a contract which requires all workers on project receive training
regarding tortoises and burrows, to insure the safety of all tortoises and burrows on site
and to have a stop work clause if any damage is done to a burrow or a tortoise is
impacted by work.

A worker’'s education program will be developed along with a simple one page fact and
instruction sheet that can easily be put into a pocket will be developed and all workers’
required to participate in the 20 minute training program.

All burrows within 50 feet of heavy machinery will be staked and marked to avoid impacts.

~HRETE Y
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The access points for machinery and equipment and the location of the plans for the
Greenway will be existing roadways to minimize impacts to any tortoises or their burrows.

An SRWMD biologist will be on-call and within one half hour away to handle any problems
related to tortoises and other protected species while the project is underway.

On Site Tortoise Habitat Rehabilitation and Management Plan

Data collected during the habitat survey indicated that there are currently at least 11.9 acres and
following construction should be at least 9.2 acres of potentially good tortoise habitat within the
corridor of the project. The habitat as described above is not natural tortoise habitat but highly
disturbed habitat which provides possibly a better variety of food species than the native uplands
(Ashton and Ashton In press). In such habitats, which are managed to keep brush and overstory
controlled, tortoise populations of 10-15 tortoises per acre can be sustained, if the quality of the
grass and herbaceous layer is maintained. It is the goal of this plan to sustain tortoise habitat
while still meeting other management and economic goals of the project.

Rehabilitation of the Area

The corridor on either side of the rail bed has been used to deposit yard waste and other trash.
The area is a mixture of old field and patches of young trees and shrubs, indicative of a highly
disturbed habitat. Before the Greenway is opened, the entire corridor will be cleaned of trash.
Selective cutting of small (less than 3 inch diameter) trees should take place in certain areas to
enhance tortoise wildlife habitat. Some areas that are covered by Vitis (wild grape), Rubus
(blackberry) and other taller shrubby ground cover will be important to provide some refugia for
tortoises and other wildlife. The concept of a habitat mosaic shouid be developed. The idea is to
arrest further woody vegetation encroachment, not eliminate all of it.

On Going Monitoring and Management

Mowing will be done twice a year, once in summer (mid-summer after blackberry season) and
again in late fall after the prime fail flowering season (November to early December in most
areas). Winter and Spring mowing are not recommended except where selectively indicated
because studies show a distinct feeding pattern by tortoises on late winter and spring herbaceous
growth which is particularly high in certain nutrients.

Tree growth will be sustained at about 25 per cent below current levels in many areas.
Management of the habitat and the tortoises should be monitored routinely by SFWMD staff or
contracted expert consultants. A report will be made to the FGFWFC according to mitigation
guidelines.

Public Education

A series of attractive informational signs about Gopher tortoises will be established and
maintained at key areas along the Greenway. The signs will present most of the points bought
out in the Gopher Tortoise Council brochure on tortoise natural history and from other sources.
Informational signs will include:

» Tortoise Natural History including, reproduction, feeding, the unique way they drink, social
lives, age and growth.

»> Importance as a key stone species in upland habitats, burrow importance, soil turnover and
seed dispersal.
Ty
Ashton, Ashton, & Associates, Inc. 100of 1 December 1997

Gainesville, Florida



L S PR TR LR N A N R ) a0 o

12-12-1897 3: 1604 FROM OLUSTEE WILDLIFE-NER S04 7585799

FLORIDA GAME AND FRESH WATER FISH COMMISSION

QUINTON L. HEDGEFETH, DDS MRS. GILBERT W. HUMPHREY THOMAS B. KIBLER JULIE K. MORRIS
Miami - Miconsukee L ekefand Saxasotn
ALLAN L. EGBERT, Ph.D.. Exccvtive Director . NORTHEAST REGION
VICTOR J. HELLER, Assistast Excoative Divectos LT COLONEL JULIE JONES
Regions! Doector
-Rokste 7 Box 440
Leke Chty, FL 32055
December 12, 1997 ($04) 7580525
WS
Mr. David Stll '
‘Suwannee River Water Management District

9225 County Road 49
Live Oak, FL 32060

Dear Mr. Stifl:

This ts in response to your 11 December 1997 letter providing additional information for the
Branford Greensway gopher tortoisc relocation permit application. I appreciate your rapid response to my |
request for further information. "

As ] stated in my 10 December 1997 letter and in our previous telephone conversations, yoar
application cannot be fully evaluated by our staff without a letter from the current property owner or
manager acknowledging their acceptance both of this relocation and that the property will need (o be
anaged to maintain habitat suitable for gopher tortoises. Our request for this documentation is based on
the Commission’s current “Guidelines for Gopher Tortoise Relocations.” Your application states that the
property is currently being leased by Suwannce County from the Department of Environmental Protection
and by that agreement Suwannee County is committed to maintain the property for the next 50 years. To
maximize the long-term benefits of this project and comply with tortoise relocation guidelines, it is
important to document that Suwannee County, as the current property manager, is (1) aware of and accep
the proposal to relocate tortoises from the Branford Greenway back on-site and (2) is willing to maintain tj
the gopher tortoise habitat for the foreseeable future. A letter from Suwannee County addressing these
points needs to accompany your application, ,

Please understand that regardicss of the individual, company, or agency contracted to conduct the
actual mainicnance activities, it is important to have documentation that the property owner or manager is
aware of and is willing to accept gopher tortoise management on the site. 1 apologize for any
misunderstanding in our previous phone conversations concerning this issue; I did not intend to imply that
SRWMD management of the gopher tortoise population along the Branford Greenway would not be
approved. The concemn bere is not with SRWMD’s commitment or qualifications to manage the greenway
tortoise population, but rather, the peed to have the cument property owner ot land manager’s commitment
to the gopher tortoise management plan outlined in your application even if SRWMD conducts the actual |
management activities.

ey ¢

wrrerser cbmta F siofafal



- v R A L IR IR TS S RN UL N B 7 I S o T PR D o L D s

12-12-1997 3:17PM FROM OLUSTEE WILDLIFE-NER 994 7585799

Mr. David Stll
December 12, 1997
Page 2

If you have any questions or need additional information, please do not hesitate to contact me.
Thank you for your attention to this matter.

Sincerety,

Karen M. Lamonte
Assistant Regional Biologist
Bureau of Wildiife Diversity Conseryation

w1077/
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> Burrow construction and shape, related to hearing, moisture requirements etc.

» Conservation of tortoises including why there is concern about population survival when there
seems to be so many

» Watching tortoises on the Greenway. What to do and notdo. Try to stay away from the

negative approach but still make it clear that these animals are protected.
» A strong conservation message needs to be provided as well.
A minimurmn of 10 signs will be located along the areas of primary habitat. Some signs should

discuss human/tortoise ethics (what to do when you see a tortoise on the path). Signs will be
maintained.

R A A
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Adtolalof . 19. bumows were excavated either by hand shovel orbackhos. Of these 7 appaared to be
abandoned, 8 Inactive and 4 active. "
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cawton Chiles

Marjory Stoneman Douglas Building

Tallahassee, Florida 32399-3000 Secretary

Governor

December 16, 1997

Jerry A. Scarborough, Executive Director
Suwannee River Water Management District
9225 C R. 49

Live Oak, Florida 32060

Re: Gopher Tortoise Management Plan (Plan) for the Suwannee River Greenway at
Branford

Dear Mr. Scarborough:

The Office of Greenways and Trails (OGT) is the lessee for this site, under Trustees lease
number 4101 (title is vested in the Board of Trustees of the Internal Improvement Trust Fund).
Suwannee County subleases this site and is the manager, as identified within the sublease
éxecuted between OGT and Suwannee County on June 25, 1996,

As Lessee for the subject property, OGT is aware of the need for gopher tortoise management
and agrees to accept the Suwannee River Water Management District as the lead agency to
implement the Plan. A copy of the Plan has been forwarded to our office for review. We will
coordinate with your staff as necessary to see that best management practices are

implemented.

The lead OGT staff for this purpose will be Rick Halvorsen who can be reached at (850) 488-
3701,

\'\, N

Sincerely, ‘ J
' o A bj”[ L‘Ux:‘ ‘aﬁ/"L_’Q
-1

Louie L. Wainwright Jr.
Administrator, Field Operations
Office of Greenways and Trails
850-488-3701

cc: Robin White
Jack Maynard
Rick Halvorsen
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Preface

Soil surveys contain information that affects land use planning in survey areas.
They highlight soil limitations that affect various land uses and provide information
about the properties of the soils in the survey areas. Soil surveys are designed for
many different users, including farmers, ranchers, foresters, agronomists, urban
planners, community officials, engineers, developers, builders, and home buyers.
Also, conservationists, teachers, students, and specialists in recreation, waste
disposal, and pollution control can use the surveys to help them understand,
protect, or enhance the environment.

Various land use regulations of Federal, State, and local governments may impose
special restrictions on land use or land treatment. Soil surveys identify soil
properties that are used in making various land use or land treatment decisions.
The information is intended to help the land users identify and reduce the effects of
soil limitations on various land uses. The landowner or user is responsible for
identifying and complying with existing laws and regulations.

Although soil survey information can be used for general farm, local, and wider area
planning, onsite investigation is needed to supplement this information in some
cases. Examples include soil quality assessments (http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/
portal/nrcs/main/soils/health/) and certain conservation and engineering
applications. For more detailed information, contact your local USDA Service Center
(https://offices.sc.egov.usda.gov/locator/app?agency=nrcs) or your NRCS State Soil
Scientist (http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/detail/soils/contactus/?
cid=nrcs142p2_053951).

Great differences in soil properties can occur within short distances. Some soils are
seasonally wet or subject to flooding. Some are too unstable to be used as a
foundation for buildings or roads. Clayey or wet soils are poorly suited to use as
septic tank absorption fields. A high water table makes a soil poorly suited to
basements or underground installations.

The National Cooperative Soil Survey is a joint effort of the United States
Department of Agriculture and other Federal agencies, State agencies including the
Agricultural Experiment Stations, and local agencies. The Natural Resources
Conservation Service (NRCS) has leadership for the Federal part of the National
Cooperative Soil Survey.

Information about soils is updated periodically. Updated information is available
through the NRCS Web Soil Survey, the site for official soil survey information.

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its
programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability,
and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion,
sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, reprisal, or because all or a
part of an individual's income is derived from any public assistance program. (Not
all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require



alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print,
audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA's TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice
and TDD). To file a complaint of discrimination, write to USDA, Director, Office of
Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.C. 20250-9410 or
call (800) 795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity
provider and employer.
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How Soil Surveys Are Made

Soil surveys are made to provide information about the soils and miscellaneous
areas in a specific area. They include a description of the soils and miscellaneous
areas and their location on the landscape and tables that show soil properties and
limitations affecting various uses. Soil scientists observed the steepness, length,
and shape of the slopes; the general pattern of drainage; the kinds of crops and
native plants; and the kinds of bedrock. They observed and described many soil
profiles. A soil profile is the sequence of natural layers, or horizons, in a soil. The
profile extends from the surface down into the unconsolidated material in which the
soil formed or from the surface down to bedrock. The unconsolidated material is
devoid of roots and other living organisms and has not been changed by other
biological activity.

Currently, soils are mapped according to the boundaries of major land resource
areas (MLRAs). MLRAs are geographically associated land resource units that

share common characteristics related to physiography, geology, climate, water

resources, soils, biological resources, and land uses (USDA, 2006). Soil survey
areas typically consist of parts of one or more MLRA.

The soils and miscellaneous areas in a survey area occur in an orderly pattern that
is related to the geology, landforms, relief, climate, and natural vegetation of the
area. Each kind of soil and miscellaneous area is associated with a particular kind
of landform or with a segment of the landform. By observing the soils and
miscellaneous areas in the survey area and relating their position to specific
segments of the landform, a soil scientist develops a concept, or model, of how they
were formed. Thus, during mapping, this model enables the soil scientist to predict
with a considerable degree of accuracy the kind of soil or miscellaneous area at a
specific location on the landscape.

Commonly, individual soils on the landscape merge into one another as their
characteristics gradually change. To construct an accurate soil map, however, soil
scientists must determine the boundaries between the soils. They can observe only
a limited number of soil profiles. Nevertheless, these observations, supplemented
by an understanding of the soil-vegetation-landscape relationship, are sufficient to
verify predictions of the kinds of soil in an area and to determine the boundaries.

Soil scientists recorded the characteristics of the soil profiles that they studied. They
noted soil color, texture, size and shape of soil aggregates, kind and amount of rock
fragments, distribution of plant roots, reaction, and other features that enable them
to identify soils. After describing the soils in the survey area and determining their
properties, the soil scientists assigned the soils to taxonomic classes (units).
Taxonomic classes are concepts. Each taxonomic class has a set of soll
characteristics with precisely defined limits. The classes are used as a basis for
comparison to classify soils systematically. Soil taxonomy, the system of taxonomic
classification used in the United States, is based mainly on the kind and character
of soil properties and the arrangement of horizons within the profile. After the soil
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scientists classified and named the soils in the survey area, they compared the
individual soils with similar soils in the same taxonomic class in other areas so that
they could confirm data and assemble additional data based on experience and
research.

The objective of soil mapping is not to delineate pure map unit components; the
objective is to separate the landscape into landforms or landform segments that
have similar use and management requirements. Each map unit is defined by a
unique combination of soil components and/or miscellaneous areas in predictable
proportions. Some components may be highly contrasting to the other components
of the map unit. The presence of minor components in a map unit in no way
diminishes the usefulness or accuracy of the data. The delineation of such
landforms and landform segments on the map provides sufficient information for the
development of resource plans. If intensive use of small areas is planned, onsite
investigation is needed to define and locate the soils and miscellaneous areas.

Soil scientists make many field observations in the process of producing a soil map.
The frequency of observation is dependent upon several factors, including scale of
mapping, intensity of mapping, design of map units, complexity of the landscape,
and experience of the soil scientist. Observations are made to test and refine the
soil-landscape model and predictions and to verify the classification of the soils at
specific locations. Once the soil-landscape model is refined, a significantly smaller
number of measurements of individual soil properties are made and recorded.
These measurements may include field measurements, such as those for color,
depth to bedrock, and texture, and laboratory measurements, such as those for
content of sand, silt, clay, salt, and other components. Properties of each soll
typically vary from one point to another across the landscape.

Observations for map unit components are aggregated to develop ranges of
characteristics for the components. The aggregated values are presented. Direct
measurements do not exist for every property presented for every map unit
component. Values for some properties are estimated from combinations of other
properties.

While a soil survey is in progress, samples of some of the soils in the area generally
are collected for laboratory analyses and for engineering tests. Soil scientists
interpret the data from these analyses and tests as well as the field-observed
characteristics and the soil properties to determine the expected behavior of the
soils under different uses. Interpretations for all of the soils are field tested through
observation of the soils in different uses and under different levels of management.
Some interpretations are modified to fit local conditions, and some new
interpretations are developed to meet local needs. Data are assembled from other
sources, such as research information, production records, and field experience of
specialists. For example, data on crop yields under defined levels of management
are assembled from farm records and from field or plot experiments on the same
kinds of soil.

Predictions about soil behavior are based not only on soil properties but also on
such variables as climate and biological activity. Soil conditions are predictable over
long periods of time, but they are not predictable from year to year. For example,
soil scientists can predict with a fairly high degree of accuracy that a given soil will
have a high water table within certain depths in most years, but they cannot predict
that a high water table will always be at a specific level in the soil on a specific date.

After soil scientists located and identified the significant natural bodies of soil in the
survey area, they drew the boundaries of these bodies on aerial photographs and
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identified each as a specific map unit. Aerial photographs show trees, buildings,
fields, roads, and rivers, all of which help in locating boundaries accurately.



Soil Map

The soil map section includes the soil map for the defined area of interest, a list of
soil map units on the map and extent of each map unit, and cartographic symbols
displayed on the map. Also presented are various metadata about data used to
produce the map, and a description of each soil map unit.
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MAP INFORMATION

The soil surveys that comprise your AOI were mapped at
1:24,000.

Please rely on the bar scale on each map sheet for map
measurements.

Source of Map: Natural Resources Conservation Service
Web Soil Survey URL:
Coordinate System: Web Mercator (EPSG:3857)

Maps from the Web Soil Survey are based on the Web Mercator
projection, which preserves direction and shape but distorts
distance and area. A projection that preserves area, such as the
Albers equal-area conic projection, should be used if more
accurate calculations of distance or area are required.

This product is generated from the USDA-NRCS certified data as
of the version date(s) listed below.

Soil Survey Area:
Survey Area Data:

Suwannee County, Florida
Version 18, Sep 17, 2019

Soil map units are labeled (as space allows) for map scales
1:50,000 or larger.

Date(s) aerial images were photographed: Nov 26, 2014—Dec

9, 2017

The orthophoto or other base map on which the soil lines were
compiled and digitized probably differs from the background
imagery displayed on these maps. As a result, some minor
shifting of map unit boundaries may be evident.

10
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Map Unit Legend

Map Unit Symbol Map Unit Name Acres in AOI Percent of AOI

Blanton-Bonneau complex, 0 to 1.9
5 percent slopes

Bigbee-Garcon-Meggett 3.0
complex, occasionally
flooded

1

Bonneau-Blanton-Padlock 11.6
complex, 0 to 5 percent
slopes

13

Blanton-Alpin-Bonneau 7.2
complex, 0 to 5 percent
slopes

18

Otela-Chiefland-Ichetucknee 6.1
complex, 0 to 5 percent
slopes

19

Chiefland fine sand, 3.5
occasionally flooded

65

Garcon-Eunola complex, 2 to 5 5.3
percent slopes, occasionally
flooded

71

Otela-Alpin-Chiefland complex, 36.8
0 to 5 percent slopes

74

Surrency, Plummer, and Cantey 1.8
soils, frequently flooded

Totals for Area of Interest 77.3

Map Unit Descriptions

The map units delineated on the detailed soil maps in a soil survey represent the
soils or miscellaneous areas in the survey area. The map unit descriptions, along
with the maps, can be used to determine the composition and properties of a unit.

A map unit delineation on a soil map represents an area dominated by one or more
maijor kinds of soil or miscellaneous areas. A map unit is identified and named
according to the taxonomic classification of the dominant soils. Within a taxonomic
class there are precisely defined limits for the properties of the soils. On the
landscape, however, the soils are natural phenomena, and they have the
characteristic variability of all natural phenomena. Thus, the range of some
observed properties may extend beyond the limits defined for a taxonomic class.
Areas of soils of a single taxonomic class rarely, if ever, can be mapped without
including areas of other taxonomic classes. Consequently, every map unit is made
up of the soils or miscellaneous areas for which it is named and some minor
components that belong to taxonomic classes other than those of the major soils.

Most minor soils have properties similar to those of the dominant soil or soils in the
map unit, and thus they do not affect use and management. These are called

11
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noncontrasting, or similar, components. They may or may not be mentioned in a
particular map unit description. Other minor components, however, have properties
and behavioral characteristics divergent enough to affect use or to require different
management. These are called contrasting, or dissimilar, components. They
generally are in small areas and could not be mapped separately because of the
scale used. Some small areas of strongly contrasting soils or miscellaneous areas
are identified by a special symbol on the maps. If included in the database for a
given area, the contrasting minor components are identified in the map unit
descriptions along with some characteristics of each. A few areas of minor
components may not have been observed, and consequently they are not
mentioned in the descriptions, especially where the pattern was so complex that it
was impractical to make enough observations to identify all the soils and
miscellaneous areas on the landscape.

The presence of minor components in a map unit in no way diminishes the
usefulness or accuracy of the data. The objective of mapping is not to delineate
pure taxonomic classes but rather to separate the landscape into landforms or
landform segments that have similar use and management requirements. The
delineation of such segments on the map provides sufficient information for the
development of resource plans. If intensive use of small areas is planned, however,
onsite investigation is needed to define and locate the soils and miscellaneous
areas.

An identifying symbol precedes the map unit name in the map unit descriptions.
Each description includes general facts about the unit and gives important soil
properties and qualities.

Soils that have profiles that are almost alike make up a soil series. Except for
differences in texture of the surface layer, all the soils of a series have major
horizons that are similar in composition, thickness, and arrangement.

Soils of one series can differ in texture of the surface layer, slope, stoniness,
salinity, degree of erosion, and other characteristics that affect their use. On the
basis of such differences, a soil series is divided into soil phases. Most of the areas
shown on the detailed soil maps are phases of soil series. The name of a soil phase
commonly indicates a feature that affects use or management. For example, Alpha
silt loam, 0 to 2 percent slopes, is a phase of the Alpha series.

Some map units are made up of two or more major soils or miscellaneous areas.
These map units are complexes, associations, or undifferentiated groups.

A complex consists of two or more soils or miscellaneous areas in such an intricate
pattern or in such small areas that they cannot be shown separately on the maps.
The pattern and proportion of the soils or miscellaneous areas are somewhat similar
in all areas. Alpha-Beta complex, 0 to 6 percent slopes, is an example.

An association is made up of two or more geographically associated soils or
miscellaneous areas that are shown as one unit on the maps. Because of present
or anticipated uses of the map units in the survey area, it was not considered
practical or necessary to map the soils or miscellaneous areas separately. The
pattern and relative proportion of the soils or miscellaneous areas are somewhat
similar. Alpha-Beta association, 0 to 2 percent slopes, is an example.

An undifferentiated group is made up of two or more soils or miscellaneous areas
that could be mapped individually but are mapped as one unit because similar
interpretations can be made for use and management. The pattern and proportion
of the soils or miscellaneous areas in a mapped area are not uniform. An area can

12
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be made up of only one of the major soils or miscellaneous areas, or it can be made
up of all of them. Alpha and Beta soils, 0 to 2 percent slopes, is an example.

Some surveys include miscellaneous areas. Such areas have little or no soil
material and support little or no vegetation. Rock outcrop is an example.

13
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Suwannee County, Florida

5—Blanton-Bonneau complex, 0 to 5 percent slopes

Map Unit Setting
National map unit symbol: 2y51t
Elevation: 50 to 250 feet
Mean annual precipitation: 49 to 57 inches
Mean annual air temperature: 66 to 73 degrees F
Frost-free period: 239 to 269 days
Farmland classification: Not prime farmland

Map Unit Composition
Blanton and similar soils: 59 percent
Bonneau and similar soils: 36 percent
Minor components: 5 percent
Estimates are based on observations, descriptions, and transects of the mapunit.

Description of Blanton

Setting
Landform: Knolls, marine terraces, ridges
Landform position (two-dimensional): Summit
Landform position (three-dimensional): Interfluve, side slope
Down-slope shape: Convex
Across-slope shape: Linear
Parent material: Sandy and loamy marine deposits

Typical profile
Ap - 0 to 5inches: fine sand
E - 5to 41 inches: fine sand
Bt - 41 to 48 inches: sandy loam
Btg - 48 to 80 inches: sandy clay loam

Properties and qualities

Slope: 0 to 5 percent

Depth to restrictive feature: More than 80 inches

Natural drainage class: Moderately well drained

Runoff class: Negligible

Capacity of the most limiting layer to transmit water (Ksat): Moderately high to
high (0.20 to 2.00 in/hr)

Depth to water table: About 47 to 50 inches

Frequency of flooding: None

Frequency of ponding: None

Salinity, maximum in profile: Nonsaline to very slightly saline (0.0 to 2.0
mmhos/cm)

Sodium adsorption ratio, maximum in profile: 4.0

Available water storage in profile: Moderate (about 6.8 inches)

Interpretive groups
Land capability classification (irrigated): None specified
Land capability classification (nonirrigated): 3s
Hydrologic Soil Group: A
Forage suitability group: Sandy soils on rises, knolls, and ridges of mesic uplands
(G138XA121FL)
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Hydric soil rating: No

Description of Bonneau

Setting
Landform: Knolls, marine terraces
Landform position (two-dimensional): Shoulder
Landform position (three-dimensional): Interfluve
Down-slope shape: Convex
Across-slope shape: Linear
Parent material: Sandy and loamy marine deposits

Typical profile
Ap - 0 to 7 inches: fine sand
E - 7 to 27 inches: fine sand
Bt - 27 to 51 inches: fine sandy loam
Btg - 51 to 80 inches: sandy clay loam

Properties and qualities

Slope: 0 to 5 percent

Depth to restrictive feature: More than 80 inches

Natural drainage class: Well drained

Runoff class: Low

Capacity of the most limiting layer to transmit water (Ksat): Moderately high to
high (0.60 to 2.00 in/hr)

Depth to water table: About 42 to 56 inches

Frequency of flooding: None

Frequency of ponding: None

Salinity, maximum in profile: Nonsaline to very slightly saline (0.0 to 2.0
mmhos/cm)

Sodium adsorption ratio, maximum in profile: 4.0

Available water storage in profile: Moderate (about 7.3 inches)

Interpretive groups
Land capability classification (irrigated): None specified
Land capability classification (nonirrigated): 2s
Hydrologic Soil Group: B
Forage suitability group: Sandy over loamy soils on rises, knolls, and ridges of
mesic uplands (G138XA221FL)
Hydric soil rating: No

Minor Components

Alpin
Percent of map unit: 5 percent
Landform: Knolls, marine terraces, ridges
Landform position (two-dimensional): Summit
Landform position (three-dimensional): Interfluve, side slope
Down-slope shape: Convex
Across-slope shape: Linear
Other vegetative classification: Sand Pine Scrub (R153AY001FL)
Hydric soil rating: No
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MEMBER OF THE FLORIDA CABINET
Division of Library & Information Services
Division of Historical Resources

Ringling Museum of Art

Division of Licensing

1sion of Elections

FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF STATE
~ Office of the Secretary

Office of International Relations

Division of Administrative Services

Division of Corporations

Division of Cultural Affairs

FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF STATE
Sandra B. Mortham

Secretary of State
DIVISION OF BISTORICAL RESOURCES

December 19, 1997

Ms. Marsha Messersmith In Reply Refer To:

Office of Greenways and Trails Susan M. Harp

Department of Environmental Protection Historic Preservation Planner
325 John Knox Road, Building 500 Project File No. 976664

Tallahassee, Florida 32303

RE:  Request for Land Management Plan Information
Suwannee River Greenway at Branford, Suwannee County, Florida

Dear Ms. Messersmith:

In accordance with this agency's responsibilities under Section 253.034(4), Florida Statutes, we
have reviewed the information in the Florida Site File to determine whether any historic properties
are recorded in the referenced management area, and also to determine the potential for such
resources which are presently unrecorded to be located within it.

Our review indicates that it appears that no archaeological sites or historic buildings are recorded
in the subject tract. Furthermore, it is the opinion of this agency that there is a low probability of
significant, unrecorded sites being located within the old railroad right-of-way.

However, as can be seen on the attached map, archaeological site 8SU9 may extend into the
managed area, though it is unlikely that if any of this site did extend into the right-of-way. it
wouid be intact. This site was recorded in 1950, with very little information, and may no longer
be extant. In addition, while there are no historic sites recorded within Branford, this is most
likely because this city has never been subjected to a cultural resources assessment survey 1o
locate such sites. There may be potentially significant structures located adjacent to the greenway
within the City of Branford.

Therefore, it is our recommendation that should any project activities be planned within Branford,
this agency should be contacted prior to the commencement of project activities to determine if
any potentially significant structures would be adversely affected by the proposed activity.
Likewise, should any activity be proposed outside of the already disturbed railroad right-of way,
we should again be contacted for review and comment of the proposed activity.

DIRECTOR’S OFFICE .
R.A. Gray Building = 500 South Bronough Street ¢ Tallahassee, Florida 32399-0250 ;"?Q%O) 488-1480
FAX: (850) 488-3353 ¢« WWW Address http://www.dos. state.fl.us

7 ARCHAEOLOGICAL RESEARCH O-HISTORIC PRESERVATION T} HISTORICAL MUSEUMS
(850) 487-2299 ¢ FAX:414-2207 (850) 487-2333 ¢ FAX: 922-0496 (850) 485-1484 = FAX: 921-2503



Ms. Messersmith
December 19. 1997
Page 2

Lastly, fortuitous finds may occur within this greenway and our agency should be immediately
notified if archaeological or historic remains are encountered. Ground disturbing activities in the
immediate vicinity of artifact finds should also be halted until the area can be investigated.
However, unless covered under the two conditions indicated above, historic property
considerations will otherwise not be an issue in the management of this property.

We have enclosed for your use a copy of Management Procedures for Archaeological and
Historic Sites and Properties on State-Owned or Controlled Lands. This document should be

referenced where appropriate in your land management plan, and attached to it.

If you have any questions concerning our comments, please do not hesitate to contact us. Your
interest in protecting Florida's archaeological and historic resources is appreciated.

Sincerely,

> - Q/
m«d[)\ (k/ . / At bR AR A

George W. Percy, Director
Division of Historical Resources

GWP/Hsh
Enclosure (2)
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Management Procedures for Archacological and Historical Sites and Properties on State-
Owned or Controlled Properties
(revised February 2007)

These procedures apply to state agencies, local governments, and non-profits that nanage
state-owned properties.

A. General Discussion

Historic resources are both archacological sites and historic structures. Per Chapter 267, Florida
Statutes, ‘Historic property’ or ‘historic resource’ means any prehistoric district, site, building,
object, or other real or personal property of historical, architectural, or archacological value,
and jolklife resources.  These properties or resources may include, but are not limired 1o,
monuments, memorials, Indian habitations, ceremonial sites, abandoned settlements, sunken or
abandoned ships, engineering works, treasure trove, artifucts, or other objects with intrinsic
historical or archaeological value, or any part thereof, relating to the history, government, and
culiure of the siate.”

B. Agency Responsibilities

Per State Policy relative to historic properties, state agencies of the executive branch must allow
the Division of Historical Resources (Division) the opportunity to comment on any undertakings,
whether these undertakings directly involve the state agency, i.e., land management
responsibilities, or the state agency has indirect jurisdiction, i.e. permitting authority, grants, etc.
No state funds should be expended on the undertaking until the Division has the opportunity to
review and comment on the project, permit, grant, etc.

State agencies shall preserve the historic resources which are owned or controlled by the agency.

Regarding proposed demolition or substantial alterations of historic properties, consultation with
the Division must occur, and alternatives to demolition must be considered.

State agencies must consult with Division to establish a program to location, imventory and
evaluate all historic properties under ownership or controlled by the agency.

C. Statutory Authority

Statutory Authority and more in depth information can be found in the following:
Chapter 253, F.S. - State Lands

Chapter 267, F.S. - Historical Resources

Chapter 872, F.S. — Offenses Concerning Dead Bodies and Graves

=,
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Other helpful ¢itations and references:



Chapter 1A-32, F.A.C. — Archacological Research

Chapter 1A-44, F.A.C. - Procedures for Reporting and Determining Jurisdiction Over Unmarked
Human Burials

Chapter 1A-46, F.A C. ~ Archaeological and Historical Report Standards and Guidelines

The Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation and Guidelines for Rehabilitating
Historic Buildings

D. Management Implementation

Even though the Division sits on the Acquisition and Restoration Council and approves
land management plans, these plans are conceptual. Specific information regarding
individual projects must be submitted to the Division for review and recommendations.

Managers of state lands must coordinate any land clearing or ground disturbing activities with
the Division to allow for review and comment on the proposed project. Recommendations may
include, but are not limited to: approval of the project as submitted, pre-testing of the project site
by a certified archaeological monitor, cultural resource assessment survey by a qualified
professional archaeologist, modifications to the proposed project to avoid or mitigate potential
adverse cffects.

Projects such as additions, exterior alteration, or related new construction regarding historic
structures must also be submitted to the Division of Historical Resources for review and
comment by the Division’s architects. Projects involving structures fifty years of'age or older,
must be submitted to this agency for a significance determination. In rare cases, structures under
fifty years of age may be deemed historically significant. These must be evaluated on a case by
case basis.

Adverse impacts to significant sites, either archacological sites or historic buildings, must be
avoided. Furthermore, managers of state property should make preparations for tocating and
evaluating historic resources, both archaeological sites and historic structures.

E. Minimum Review Documentation Requirements

In order to have a proposed project reviewed by the Division, the following information, at a
minimum, must be submitted for comments and recommendations.

Project Description — A detailed description of the proposed project including all related
activities. For land clearing or ground disturbing activities, the depth and extent of the
disturbance, use of heavy equipment, location of lay down yard, ete. For historic structures,
specific details regarding rehabilitation, demolition, ete.

Project Location — The exact location of the project indicated on a USGS Quadrangle map. is
preferable. A management base map may be acceptable. Aerial photos indicating™¥ie' exact
project area as supplemental information are helpful.




Photographs — Photographs of the project area are always useful. Photographs of structures are
required.

Description of Project Area — Note the acreage of the project, describe the present condition of

project area. and any past land uses or disturbances.

Description of Structures — Describe the condition and setting of each building within project
area if approximately fifty years of age or older.

Recorded Archaeological Sites or Historic Structures — Provide Florida Master Site File numbers
for all recorded historic resources within or adjacent to the project area. This information should
be in the current management plan; however, it can be obtained by contacting the Florida Master
Site File at (850) 245-6440 or Suncom 205-6440.

Questions relating to the treatment of archaeological and historic resources on state lands should
be directed to:

Susan M. Harp

Histori¢ Preservation Planner
Division of Historical Resources
Bureau of Historic Preservation
Compliance and Review Section
R. A. Gray Building

500 South Bronough Street
Tallahassee, FL 32399-0250

Phone: (850) 245-6333
Suncom: 205-6333
Fax: (850) 245-6438
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Appendix It Relevant Comprehensive Plan Directives

Town

of Branford

Directives Directive Summary

6.3 ...participate in the reforestation of the old SCL Railroad right-
of-way as part of the Rails to Trails Program.

10.3 By the year 2000, obtain land 1o meet existing and projected
recreational needs.

4 The town shall establish a non-vehicular transportation network
linking residential areas with parks. schools and major shopping,
areas.

3 The town shall protect the quality of all surface waters.

5 The town’s wetlands shall be conserved and protected from
physical and hydrologic alterations.

9.7 Branford’s environmentally sensitive lands shall include river
banks, major drainageways. viable wetlands, floodplains,
poorly drained soils and prime groundwater recharge areas.

1.9 The town shall continue to evaluate on an ongoing basis the
potential for public restrooms, bike trail connection and further
recreational development with regard to the Florida Department
of Natural Resources (DEP) conversion of the SCL. Railroad for
recreational use.

2 Maintain and enhance the town’s open space resources.

3 By 2000, all public recreation facilities shall have operation
automobile. bicyele and pedestrian access facilities.

4 Improve and coordinate efforts with all levels of government

and the private sector to provide recreational opportunities.

P
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CONSERVATION ELEMENT

INTRODUCTION

The following goal, objectives and policies constitute the Conservation Element providing for
the promotion of the conservation, use and protection of the County's natural resources. The data
collected for this plan element and analysis of this data, contained in the County's Data and
Analysis document, are not part of this plan element, but serve to provide a foundation and basis
for the formulation of this portion of the Comprehensive Plan.

Conservation uses are defined as activities within land areas designated for the purpose of
conserving or protecting natural resources or environmental quality and within this plan includes
areas designated for such purposes as flood control, protection of quality or quantity of
groundwater or surface water, floodplain management, or protection of vegetative communities
or wildlife habitats.

The Future Land Use Plan map addresses conservation future land use as defined above. The

conservation future land use category shown on the Future Land Use Plan map identifies lands
which have been designated "conservation" for the purposes of protecting natural resources or
environmental quality.

The Future Land Use Plan map series includes the identification of flood prone areas, wetlands,
existing and planned waterwells, rivers, bays, lakes, minerals and soils, which are land cover
features, but are not land uses. Therefore, although these natural resources are identified within
the Future Land Use Plan map series, they are not designated on the Future Land Use Plan map
as conservation areas. However, the constraints on future land uses of these natural resources are
addressed in the following goal, objective and policy statements.

CONSERVATION GOAL. OBJECTIVES AND POLICIES

GOAL V - CONSERVE, THROUGH APPROPRIATE USE AND PROTECTION, THE
RESOURCES OF THE COUNTY TO MAINTAIN THE INTEGRITY OF NATURAL
FUNCTIONS.

OBJECTIVE V.| The County shall establish provisions within the site plan review process

by-Aprit1992 to protect ajr quality by requiring the appropriate siting
of development and associated public facilities.

By y
Ordinance No. 2002-16

ddopted June 18, 2002
Application No. CP4 074 V-1
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POLICY V.11

OBJECTIVE V.2
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Policy V.

o
o

Policy V.

(S}

Policy V .2.

Adopred Ji

Application No. CPA(]-4
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The County's land development regulations shall require that all appropriate
air quality permits are obtained prior o the issuance of development orders,
so that minimum air quality levels established by the Florida Department

of Environmental Regutation Protection are maintained in the County.

The County, 1n order to protect the quality and quantity of current and
projected water sources, hereby establishes a 300 foot wellfield protection
areas around community water system wells. In addition, the County in
order to protect prinre high groundwater aquifer recharge areas ggy
designated by the Water Management District and depicted in
Appendix A of this Compr ehensne Plan shall limit development in
these areas as specified in =5

~5:2 the high groundwater aquifer
recharge protection policy of the Sanitary Sewer, Solid Waste,
Drainage, Potable Water and Natural Groundwater Aquifer
Recharge Element of this Comprehensive Plan.

The County as part of the development review process shall require the
coordination of development plans with the Florida Department of
Environmental Regutation Protection and the Water Management
District to assist in the monitoring uses which may impact the County's
current and projected water sources.

The County shall protect the present water quality classification established
by the Florida Department of Environmental Regutation Protection by
prohibiting industrial uses, commercial uses and intensive agricultural
uses, such as milking barns and chickenhouses, to be located adjacent to
the County’s surface water bodies.

The County shall identify and make recommendations, where appropriate,
for the purchase of environmentally sensitive lands by the State of Florida,
Water Management District, or U.S. Government, under the programs
administered by the U.S. Department of Interior, Florida Department of
Natural Resources or the land acquisition programs of the Water
Management District,

The County's land development regulations shall require a 33-foot natural
buffer around all wetlands, unless said wetlands are subject to a dredge
and fill permit issued by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers or the Florida
Depariment of Environmental Protection, and prohibit the location of
agriculture, residential, recreational, public, commercial and industrial
land uses, and mining operations within the buffer areas, but allow
resource-based recreational activities within buffer areas and silviculture
uses within buffer areas subject to the provisions of Poticy-¥-23%
silviculture policies of this element.
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Policy V.25

Policy V.2.6

Policy V.2.7

Policy V.2.8

Ordinance No. 200216
Adopted June 18, 2007
Application No. CPA (174

The County shall, byAprit1992 through the development review
process, require that post-development runoff rates and pollutant loads do
not exceed pre-development conditions.

The County's land development regulations shall require all new
development to maintain the natural functions of environmentally sensitjve
areas, including but not limited to wetlands and 100-year floodplains so
that the long term environmental integrity and economic and recreational
value of these areas is maintained.

The County shall provide for the regulation of development within 100-
year floodplains of the Suwannee, Santa Fe and Ichetucknee Rivers by
establishing these areas as Environmentally Sensitive in accordance with
Poliey 1.2+ the land use classification policy contained in the Land
Use Element of this Comprehensive Plan. In addition, in order to
maintain the flood-carrying and flood storage capacities of the floodplains
and reduce the risk of property damage and loss of life, by-Apritt-1992;
the County shall adopt flood damage prevention regulations and in the
interim shall continue to enforce the provisions of the National Flood
Insurance Program.

Unless wetlands are subject to a dredge and fill permit issued by the U.S.
Army Corps of Engineers or the Florida Department of Environmental
Regutation Protection, the County shall conserve wetlands by prohibiting
any development, excepting mining operations, or dredging and filling
which would alter the natural functions of wetlands and regulating mining
operations within wetlands, as stated in Poticy1:3:3 the mining policy
contained in the Land Use Element of this Comprehensive Plan.
Where no other alternative for development exists, excepting mining
operations, mitigation will be considered as a last resort using criteria
established within the rules of the Florida Department of Environmental
Regulation Protection, in effect upon adoption amendment of this
Comprehensive Plan. For the purposes of this Comprehensive Plan
"wetlands" means those areas that are inundated or saturated by
surface water or groundwater at a frequency and a duration sufficient
to support, and under normal circumstances do support. a prevalence
of vegetation typically adapted for life in saturated soils. Soils present
in wetlands generally are classified as hvdric or alluvial, or possess
characteristics that are associated with reducing soil conditions. The
prevalent vegetation in wetlands generally consists of facultative or
obligate hvdrophytic macrophvtes that are typically adapted to areas
having soil conditions described above. These species. due to
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Ordinance No. 2002-16
Adopred June 18, 2002

Applica

tion No. CFPA 01-4

morphological, physiological or reproductive adaptations. have the
ability to grow, reproduce or persist in aquatic environments or
anaerobic soil conditions. Florida wetlands generally include swamps.
marshes. bavheads, bogs, cypress domes and strands. sloughs. wet
prairies. riverine swamps and marshes. hvdric seepage slopes. tidal
marshes. mangrove swamps and other similar areas. Florida
wetlands generally do not include longleaf or slash pine flatwoods
with ap understory dominated by saw palmetto.

The County shall support the Water Management District in their
conducting of water conservation programs.

The County shall comply with the plans of the Water Management District
for the emergency conservation of water sources.

The County shall;-apomradoptionof-this Comprehensive Plar; limit
development and associated impervious surfaces in prime high
groundwater aquifer recharge areas designated by the Water Management
District and depicted in Appendix A of this Comprehensive Plan. in
accordance with the requirements stipulated in PotieyFv-5:2 the high
groundwater aquifer regharge policv contained in the Sanitarv Sewer
Solid Waste, Drainage, Potable Water and Natural Groundwater
Aquifer Recharge Element of this Comprehensive Plan in order 1o
maintain the natural features of these areas.

The County as part of the development review process shall require the
maintenance of the quantity and quality of surface water runoff within

£ 1. + oo 4 il 4 Yoo I WP fox 1
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imrdustriat-developnrent-withintheseareas natural drainage basins.

The County shall only allow hazardous and bio-medical waste treatment
facilities as special permits within areas designated agricultural and
located within the rural area of the County. Further, the County's land
development regulations shall include the following conditions for such
approval of a hazardous and bio-medical waste treatment facility as a
special permit:

1. the location, site design and buffer requirements for the facility
shall consider wind currents in relationship to population centers,
which will direct any incinerated materials or noxious odors from
these populations centers;

I ¢
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Policy V.2.14

Policy V.2.15

Policy V.2.16

Ordinance No. 2002-16
Adopted June 18, 2002
Application No. CP4 (1) .4

2. the facility shall access to principal arterials and major
intersections;

3. the facility shall be required to be served by a community potable
water system and a centralized sanitary sewer system, and
4, In no case shall a hazardous or bio-medical waste treatment facility

be located within an Environmentally Sensitive Area as designated
within this Comprehensive Plan.

The County shall require a minimum undisturbed vegetated buffer of 75
feet measured from the generally recognized river bank of any Outstanding
Florida Water as classified by the Florida Department of Environmental
Regutation Protection and any other river of the Suwannee River System,
and 50 feet adjacent to all other streams tributary to any such Outstanding
Florida Water and any other river of the Suwannee River System, be
maintained for all single-family residential uses and agricultural uses.
Excepting single family residential uses and agricultural uses, as provided
for above all other permitted land uses shall conform with the variable
buffer requirements contained in rule 40B-4.3030(4) F.AC, as
administered by the Suwannee River Water Management District in effect
upon adoption of this policy. Exception shall be made for the provision of
reasonable access to the river; resource based recreational activities within
buffer areas; and silviculture activities conducted in accordance with

Potictes V-2 4-6anmd-V-2347 the silviculture policies of this element.

The County's land development regulations shall require a 50-foot
minimum undisturbed vegetated buffer adjacent to all other perennial
rivers, streams and creeks, unless said waterbodies are subject to a dredge
and fill permit issued by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers or the Florida
Department of Environmental Regutation Protection and prohibit the
location of residential, commercial and industrial land uses within the
buffer areas, but allow resource-based recreational activities within buffer
areas and silviculture uses within buffer areas in accordance with Potiey
¥:2:17 the silviculture policies of this element.

Silviculture practices conducted in Agricultural, Conservation and
Environmentally Sensitive Area land use categories designated on the
Future Land Use Plan Map shall be limited to tree harvesting methods
which are compatible with the maintenance of the natural functions of
wetlands. Such silviculture practices shall be conducted in accordance

with Pottey-¥-2-17 the Silviculturem]icies of this element as modified
by the following standards:

S R

R




Words bolded and underlined have been added.

Words botdedand-struck-throueh have been deleted.

Policy V.2.17

Ordinance No. 2062-16
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Conduct silviculiure practices in a manner that:

L

the natural hydrology and hvdroperiod of wetlands are maintained
and state water quality standards are not violated:

there is no conversion of wetland systems to upland systems: and
there is no conversion 1o other wetland systems except for the

beneficial alteration of degraded wetlands to restore the wetlands
as they existed prior to having been degraded or altered.

Silviculture activities shall follow the best management practices outlined
in the publications titled Silviculture Best Management Practices Manual
(Revised May-19962000, Florida Department of Agriculture and
Consumer Services, Division of Forestry) and Management Guidelines for
Forested Wetlands in Florida (December 1988, Florida Department of
Agriculture and Consumer Services, Division of Forestry and Florida
Forestry Assoclation) except that:

[N

the Primary Streamside Management Zone criteria, contained in
best management practices as provided in Silviculture Best
Management Practices Manual (Revised May-1999 2000, Florida
Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services, Department of
Forestry), will be applied within 150 feet of Outstanding Florida
Waters as classified by the Florida Department of Environmental
Regutation Protection and any other river of the Suwannee River
System, however, the 75 feet immediately adjacent 10 and
including the normally recognized bank of such Outstanding
Florida Waters and any other river of the Suwannee River System
shall be left in its natural state as an undisturbed vegetated buffer
pursuant to Chapter 40B-4.3030(4)(c), Florida Administrative
Code, in effect upon adoption of this policy; and

the Primary Streamside Management Zone criteria in forested
wetland areas shall be applied within 75 feet of perennial rivers,
streams and creeks greater than 30 feet in width if Policy-%=2:17
€a) the silviculture policies of this element does not apply.

R ¢
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Policy V.2.18

OBJECTIVE V.3

Policy V.31

Polic

e
<
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Policy V.3.3

Policy V.3 4

Ordinance No. 2002.1¢
Adopted Jiune 18, 2002
Application No. CP.4 0] .4

Following the publication of any future editions of the Silviculture Best
Management Practices Manual 2000 edition, by the Florida Department of
Agriculture and Consumer Services, Division of Forestry or Management
Guidelines for Forested Wetlands in Florida, by the Florida Department of
Agriculture and Consumer Services, Division of Forestry and Florida
Forestry Association, the County shall review and consider any such
editions for adoption as an amendment to this Comprehensive Plan,

The County shall;by-Aprit;1992; require special mining permits and
that such permits be coordinated with the Florida Department of
Environmental Protection : 3 ; require
that all subdivision plats be approved in a manner which wil] protect and
conserve the natural functions of soils; and establishing a coordination
process by which adjacent local governments, other governmental entities
and research and interest groups have input into the identification and
preservation of unique vegetative communities.

The County shall require, within the Jand development regulations, that

any mining permit be coordinated with the Florida Department of

Environmental Protection $ S0 that
areas disturbed by mining activities are reclaimed to productive and

beneficial use.

The County shall review any comments provided by the Soil and Water
Conservation District concerning proposed subdivision plats regarding
topographic, hydrologic and vegetative cover factors in order to protect
and conserve the natural functions of sojls by the proposed development.

The County shall consider flexible and creative concepts in development
plans, where development retains forest resources located on the site to be
maintained as open spaces to provide for recreation, wildlife habitat,
watershed protection, erosion control and maintenance of water quality.

The County shall cooperate with adjacent Jocal governments, other
governmental entities, research and interest groups to conserve and protect

unique vegetative communities located within the County and adjacent
local government jurisdictions,

s
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OBJECTIVE V.4

Policy V.4.1

Policy V.4.2

Policy V.4.3

Policy V.4.4

Ordinance No, 2002-16
Adopred June 18, 2002

Application No. CPA 0]-4

The County shall continue to include within the land development
regulationsyby-1992; best management practices for the conservation,
appropriate use and protection of fisheries, wildlife and wildlife habitats
uponadoptionofthis-ComprehensivePran; identify, as provided in
Potiey-V=49 the critical wildlife habitat policy of this element, and
protect native wildlife and their habitats, including state and federally
protected plant and animal species (endangered, threatened and species of
special concern), within proposed development sites and protect these
natural resources from the impacts of development by the use of the
Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission Critical Wildlife
Conservation Areas, Florida Natural Areas Inventory. and North
Central Florida Strategic Regional Policy Plan Regionally Sienificant
Natural Resources map series to identify habitats which potentially
contain endangered, threatened or species of special concern. and rare
or unigue vegetative communities prior to granting development

approval .

The County shall cooperate with the Florida-GamreandFresh-Water
Fish-Commission Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Conimission
in the monitoring and inventorying of wildlife and wildlife habitats within

the County.

The County shall assist in the application and compliance with all Federal
and state regulations which pertain 1o endangered and rare species.

The County shall consult with the Florida-Game-andFresh-WaterFish

Commission Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission prior
to the 1ssuance of a development order where there is an indication that
such issuance would result on an adverse impact to any endangered or rare
species. All new development will maintain the natural functions of
environmentally sensitive areas, including but not limited to wetlands and
100-year floodplains so that the long term environmental integrity and
economic impact and recreation value of these areas is maintained.

The County shall address during the development review process the
mitigation of development activities within environmentally sensitive
areas, which include but are not limited to those areas identified as
environmentally sensitive areas, on the Future Land Use Plan Map of this
Comprehensive Plan to ensure that the possible impacts created by the
proposed development activity will not significantly alter the narural
functions of these significant natural resources. All new development will

R
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Policy V.45

Policy V.4.6

Policy V.4.7

Policy V.4.8

Ordinance No, 2002-16
Adopted June 18 2002
Application No. CP4 0/ -4

maintain the natural functions of environmentally sensitive areas,
including but not limited to wetlands and 100-year floodplains so that the
long term environmental integrity and economic impact and recreation
value of these areas is maintained.

The County shall initiate development and implementation of a local
wildlife habitat protection and Mmanagement program, and shall coordinate
with state and federal wild]ife programs.

The County shall implement a public education program on the need to
protect and manage the habitat of threatened and endangered species and
species of special concern.

The County shall request the assistance of the Florida Game and Fresh
Water Fish Commission to conduct inventories of State and federally
protected plant and animal species in the County.

Fﬁrhnd‘mmmdmﬁe&w 32417 Crviromn mrentatly-Semrsit tveAreas=t-on e
P ;t The County shall require the
evaluation of impacts to endangered, threatened, or species of special

concern wildlife and rare or unique vegetative communities by requiring

mm?ﬂmmtyvﬁhrmmhﬁmﬂm
WMWWWMWMW?M

bl

amintatspectes the developer of anvy proposed development which is
equal to or greater than 20 acres and located within areas identified
by the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission Critical
Wildlife Conservation Areas to evaluate the impacts to endangered,
threatened or species of special concern and rare or unique vegetative
communtties; provided, however, if competent and substantial
scientific evidence demonstrating that an endangered, threatened or
species of special concern, wildlife habitat or rare and unique
yegetative community is located within the area of any proposed
development which is equal to or greater than 20 acres is presented to
the County at the time of a preliminary plat or site and development
plan is reviewed by the County, the developer shall evaluate the
impacts on such habitats or communities. As a condition of permit
approval of anv proposed development within these areas, such
evaluation shall consist of a survey of the development site conducted
by the developer to identify the presence of any state and federally
brotected plant and animal species. In addition, if protected species are
found on the site or would be affected by the development, a specific
management plan shall be required from the developer, including

SRS
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necessary modifications to the proposed development, to ensure the

preservation of the protected species and their habitat. The Inventory and
Management Plan shall be done in consultation with the Gamre-amdFresh
Water-FishCommuisston Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission,

but the final approval of the management plan shall be by the County.

OBJECTIVE V.5 The County. in order to protect significant natural resources in a
manner which is in conformance with and furthers the North Central
Florida Strategic Regional Policv Plan, as amended August 28,1997,
hereby adopts the following maps as they apply to the unincorporated
areas of the County as part of the Future Land Use Map Series of this
Comprehensive Plan: (1) Regionally Sienificant Natural Resources -
Ground Water Resources, dated Mav 23, 1996: (2) Regionallv
Significant Natural Resources - Natural Systems. dated August 28,
1997: (3) Regionally Significant Natural Resources - Planning and
Resource Management Areas. dated May 23, 1996: (4) Regionally
Significant Natural Resources - Planning and Resource Management
Areas (Surface Water Improvement Manacement Water Bodies).
dated May 23, 1996; and (5) Regionally Significant Natural Areas -
Surface Water Resources, dated Mav 23, 1996. The following policies
provide direction for the use of these maps in applving the referenced
policies of this Comprehensive Plan.

Policv V.5.1 The map entitled Regionally Significant Natural Resources - Ground
Water Resources, dated May 23, 1996, included within the Future
Land Use Map Series, identifies groundwater resources for the
application of the provisions of the hich gsroundwater aquifer
protection policy of the Sanitary Sewer, Solid Waste. Drainage,
Potable Water and Natural Groundwater Aquifer Recharge Element
of this Comprehensive Plan.

The map entitled Regi‘onallv Significant Natural Resources - Natural
Systems. dated August 28, 1997, included within the Future Land Use
Map Series. identifies listed species for the application of the
provisions the critical wildlife habitat policy of this element.

Policy V.5.

7
[\]

The maps entitled Regionally Significant Natural Resources -
Planning and Resource Management Areas, dated May 23. 1996,
included within the Future Land Use Map Series. identifies state
owned regionally significant lands for application of the provisions of
the conservation land use policy of the Future Land Use Element of
this Comprehensive Plan.

Policv V.5.

94
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The maps entitled Regionallv Sienificant Natural Resources -

Policy V.5.4
Planning and Resource Management Areas (Surface Water

Improvement Management Water Bodies), dated May 23, 1996,
included within the Future Land Use Map Series, identifies surface

water management iImprovement water bodies for the application of
ater runoff policy of this element.

the provisions of the surface w
pre

The map entitled Regionally Significant Natural Areas - Surface

Policv V.5.5
Water Resources, dated May 23, 1996, included within the Future

Land Use Map Series, identifies surface water resources for the
application of the provisions of the surface water and riverbank

protection policies of this element,

Ordinance No. 2007-16
Adopted June 18, 2002
Application No, Cp4 (]-4 V-1l
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VI

RECREATION AND OPEN SPACE ELEMENT

INTRODUCTION

Recreation is the pursuit of leisure time activities in an outdoor or indoor setting. The proper
relationship in size, number, type and location of different park and recreation areas is the
primary objective for achieving a well balance recreation system. The policies included within
this plan element for resource based and user oriented recreational facilities are based upon the
information contained within the County's Data and Analysis document.

The data collected for this plan element and analysis of this data, contained in the County's Data
and Analysis document, are not part of this plan element, but serve to provide a foundation and
basis for the formulation of this portion of the Comprehensive Plan.

The following goal, objectives and policies for resource based and activity based recreation
facilities within the County establish guidelines for the proper relationship of size, number, type
and location of the different park and recreation needs for the County. The level of service

tandards established within the policies provide guidelines for determining the acceptable
quantities of recreational resources and facilities for the County's population.

Within these level of service standard policies persons to be served is the population of the
County or the actual population demand upon the facility, whichever is greater: access points are
any public or privately owned access which is available to the public at large; and the resource
and user based facilities which are not listed are considered to be exceeding an appropriate level
of service for such activity based upon the limited demand for the activity within the County.

RECREATION AND OPEN SPACE GOAL. OBJECTIVES AND POLICIES

GOAL VI - ENSURE THE PROVISION AND MAINTENANCE OF ADEQUATE RECREA-
TION FACILITIES AND OPEN SPACE FOR CITIZENS AND VISITORS AND ACCESS TO
THESE FACILITIES FOR ALL PERSONS, REGARDLESS OF SPECIAL NEED OR

CONDITION.

OBJECTIVE V1.1 The County shall continue to provide vehicular and pedestrian access to
County owned activity and resource based recreation facilities, as

- 3 1 M ¥ AP RSN ) 1. . E8 3]
appropriates upon duupfluu ot-ths CUmMprenensrvye rary.

Ordinance No. 2002-16
Adopied June ]8, 2002
Application No. CPA4 () -4 VI-1
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Policy VI.1.1 The County shall maintain the number of access points to water oriented
recreational resources for the County which will meet or exceed the level
of service standards contained herein for resource based water related
activities. '

OBJECTIVE VL2 The Countysby-Aprit1992; shall maintain aceurate recreation
activity/facility inventories so that accurate levels of service can be
determined, based upon the recreation resources available to the County.

Policy V1.2.1 The County shall establish cooperative policies with other units of
government, the Florida Department of Natural Resources, Water
Management District, School Board and community organizations to meet
recreation demands.

OBJECTIVE V1.3 The County shall by-Aprit;1992; require new subdivisions or re-
subdivisions to allocate land for parks and recreation facilities so the
County's recreation facilities are provided in quantities to maintain the
adopted level of service standards for recreation as contained herein.

Policy VI'3.1 The County hereby establishes the following level of service standards for
resource based recreation facilities.

ACTIVITY LEVEL OF SERVICE STANDARD
Swimming (non-pool) I access point at a beach, spring, river, lake

or pond when the County population
exceeds 16;660 50,000 population and for
every #5666 50,000 population thereafter.

Fishing (non-boat) I'access point when the County population
exceeds 10,000 population and for every
10,000 population thereafter.

Fishing (boat) I boat ramp when the County population
exceeds 5866 7,500 and for every 5;669
7.500 population thereafter.

Camping (Recreation I acre of campground within a 25 mile
Vehicle and tent) radius of the County when the County

population exceeds 25,000 population and
for every 25,000 population thereafter.

Ordinance No. 2002-16 :

Adopred June 18, 2002 .
Application No CPA 0]-4 Vi-
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ACTIVITY LEVEL OF SERVICE STANDARD

Picnicking I picnic table when the County population
exceeds 500 persons and for every 500
population thereafter.

Hiking I mile of available hiking trail within a 25
mile radius of the County when the County
population exceeds-5;666-10.000 population
and for every-5:664 10.000 population
thereafter.

Nature Study 7 acres of wildlife management area within
a 25 mile radius of the County when the
County population exceeds 5:660 10.000
and for every 5666 10.000 population
thereafter.

Bicycling I mile of local roadway when the County
population exceeds 1,000 and for every
1,000 population thereafter.

Policy VI.3.2 The County hereby establishes the following level of service standards for
user based recreation facilities.

ACTIVITY LEVEL OF SERVICE STANDARD
Football/Soccer 1 multi-purpose playing field when the

County population exceeds 6;666
5.000population and for every 6;660 5,000
population thereafter.

Baseball/Softball I baseball/softball field when the County
population exceeds 6;:668 5.000 population
and for every 6;6866 5.000 population

thereafter. :

Tennis I tennis court when the County population

exceeds 3,000 population and for every i

5,000 population thereafter. f

i

Ordinance No. 2002-16 R :;
Adopted June 18 2002 kf,‘;
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Policy VI.3.3

OBJECTIVE VI 4

Policy VI.4.1

Policy VI.4.2

Ordinance No. 2002-16
Adopted June |8, 2002
Application No. CPA 014

ACTIVITY LEVEL OF SERVICE STANDARD
Swimming (pool) I' pool when the County population exceeds

50,000 population and for every 50,000
population thereafter.

Basketball I basketball court when the County
population exceeds 5,000 population and for
every 5,000 population thereafter,

Equipped Play Area | equipped play area when the County
population exceeds 5,000 population and for
every 5,000 population thereafter.

Physical Exercise I physical exercise track when the County
population exceeds 16,000 population and
for every 16,00 population thereafter.

Multi-purpose I court when the County population exceeds
Handball/Racquetball 2,000 population and for every 5,000
Court population thereafter.

The County, through the annual capital improvements budgeting process,
shall identify funding sources to correct or improve existing deficiencies in
County-owned parks and recreation facilities in accordance with the level
of service standards contained herein.

The County Shall,’trpon—ﬂrc ddupﬁuu of-this Cuulpl chtuainfpfﬁn‘,
maintain the acreage currently available in open space within the rural
areas of the County.

The County shall maintain the acreage currently available in open space
within the rural areas of the County.

The County, as part of the procedure for monitoring land evaluation of the
Comprehensive Plan, shall recommend as appropriate, the purchase of
lands for open spaces by public agencies and subsequent to such land
purchase, to support and assist. when possible, in the management of such
lands.

R e g

VI-4




APPENDIX ]

AREA OF CRITICAL STATE CONCERN LETTER



STATE OF FLORIDA
DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNITY AFFAIRS

"Helping Floridians create safe, vibrant, sustainable communities”

LAWTON CHILES JAMES F. MURLEY
Governor R e . QC("[GKEF}'

March 13, 1998

Marsha Messersmith

Department of Environmental Protection
Office of Greenways & Trails

Marjory Stoneman Douglas Building
3900 Commonwealth Boulevard
Tallahassee, Florida 32399-3000

Re: Suwannee River Greenway at Branford
Dear Ms. Messersmith:

In response to your letter dated March 10. 1998, the above-referenced project is
not within or near an area of critical state concern.

If'1 can be of further assistance, please contact me at (850) 487-4545.

Sincerely,

2!

= g s N7 < f) | f
/ Le oA ) E] - é} L

Michael D. McDaniel
Growth Management Administrator

MDM/mm

2555 SHUMARD OAK BOULEVARD ¢ TALLAHASSEE, FLORIDA 32399-2100
Phone: 850.488.8466/Suncom 278.8466 FAX: 850.921.0781/Suncom 291.0781
Internet address: http://www . state.fl.us/comaff/dca.himi TG
FLORIDA KEYS GREEN SWAMP SOUTH FLORIDA RECOVERY OFFICE
Area of Critical State Concem Field Office Acea of Critical Stale Concern Field Office ;
3796 Gverseas Highway, Suite 212 H
Marathor, Horida 330502227
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	1 Common Name of the Property: Suwannee River Greenway at Branford
	2 Lease Number: 4772
	3 Acres: 77  (4 miles of paved multi use trail)
	4 Managing Agency: Suwannee County - Suwannee Parks and Recreation
	5 Exec Summ: The Suwannee River Greenway at Branford consists of 77 acres, including a four mile rail-trail, acquired by the Department of Environmental Protection (DEP), Office of Greenways and Trails that runs through the Town of Branford in Suwannee County and extends both north of town and southeast of town along the abandoned rail corridor.  The project,  which includes facilities for pedestrians, cyclists, and equestrians, links Ivey Springs Memorial Park and downtown Branford.  From downtown Branford, take Highway 129 north to County Road 248 (a total of 2 miles), then west on CR 248 to the park at Little River Springs, which has been expanded to approximately 125 acres with Florida Communities Trust funds.  County roads to the south and east connect the paved trail to local parks and river accesses, adding an additional 25 miles to the Greenway.  The State had planned to construct a new State Park along the trail to be called Little River Springs State Park along Highway 129.  Construction was planned to begin in 2009 but the project was put on hold due to budget cuts.
 The Historic Plaza is a commemorative pedestrian space to honor the founders of the town of Branford.  Its design includes paving materials such as decorative concrete and brick with a reflecting pool, garden benches and landscaped areas.  Interpretive materials will be incorporated into the design focusing on people, places, events and narrative themes that describe the history of the town of Branford.
 In addition, the potential exists for visitors to travel 3.5 miles via county graded roads northwest from Little River Springs to the Brantly Tract owned by the SRWMD which offers additional recreational opportunities.  Lafayette County’s park at Ruth Springs is just across the river from Little River Springs.  Finally, future arrangements with Florida Power Corporation may extend the Greenway along the railroad bed and provide off road connections with other communities in the Suwannee River Valley such as Live Oak, High Springs, Jasper, and Trenton.
 The Greenway will have increased usage, as the Town of Branford is a hub along the Suwannee River Wilderness Trail.  The Suwannee River Wilderness Trail is a system of hubs and river camps spread a convenient one day’s travel apart so that visitors can enjoy a lazy day-trip or a multi-day adventure on the Suwannee River.

	6 ab:     MAP 4
	7:    MAP 2
	8:   A
	9: RESOURCES

 Existing natural and cultural resources at the site must be protected.  Transportation and recreation activities, the designated uses of the corridor, must not reduce the quality of the resources.  Instead, the management of the Greenway should enhance any natural and cultural resources present.  The following sections describe the resources present and suggests actions to protect them.



Natural Resources

 Located along an abandoned railroad corridor and following existing public rights-of-way, the Greenway property is considered highly disturbed.  The elevation of the right-of-way for transportation has significantly altered hydrology and topography in addition to encouraging colonization by pioneer and invasive species.  Exotics are plant and animal species not native to Florida.  Exotics have been transported to Florida and have begun to dominate Florida’s natural communities due to a lack of native predators.  The containment and removal of exotic plant species is extremely costly and time consuming.  Exotics will be treated and removed along the corridor as time and money permit
 Much of the corridor in downtown is either in or adjacent to the 100 year flood plain of the Suwannee River.  As the Greenway continues north, it separates from the river and flood plain and is characterized by agricultural areas.  The Branford Comprehensive Plan designates most of the land between the river and the Greenway as recreation because of its environmental sensitivity and location in the flood plain.  This area consists of hardwood swamp wetlands which include black gum, water tupelo, red maple, sweet gum, water oak, and water hickory.  Bald cypress and the cabbage palm may also occur in these areas.  The understory of the typical hardwood swamp consists of buttonbush, wax myrtle, American hornbeam, and elderberry.  The wide diversity of animal species found in these areas include the bobcat, deer, wild turkey, gray squirrel, otter, pileated woodpecker, wood duck, and various other bird and snake species.  Periodic flooding and drying that drive these systems, the range of elevation, and the availability of nutrients result in high productivity and a wide diversity of animal and plant species.
 The County, in conjunction with SRWMD, conducted a biological survey of the area to ascertain whether listed species occur on or adjacent to State property.
 Gopherus polyphemus (gopher tortoises) were observed on the property.  The SRWMD hired a consultant to permit and relocate the gopher tortoises that were in danger of being negatively impacted by interim trail use and related maintenance.  The relocation was completed January 3, 1998.  Relocation efforts have had to be executed due to DEP’s open land policy which gives the public access to State land, and was done per the Trustee’s lease which allows actions necessary for security and maintenance of premises.  The tortoise relocation area will be maintained as outlined in the Application for On Site Mitigation for Gopher Tortoises Along a Section of the Branford Greenway (Appendix F).
 There was only one element on the property which was listed in the Florida Natural Areas Inventory (See Appendix D), the ambystoma tigrinum, Tiger Salamander.  The discovery of the salamander was probably associated with travel during the mating season because of the unusual location.  There are no ponds or wetlands located within the right-of-way of the Trail and the soils consist primarily of sandy to sandy loam soils.  Refer to letter from SRWMD dated January 9, 1998 (Appendix E).
 The plant species noted in the project area are representative of disturbed old field/pasture and roadside habitats with patches of natural upland vegetation interspersed as well as some mesic and wetland species in restricted areas.  Herbs including pasture grass, wire grass, Solidago (goldenrod), Eupatorium (dog fennel), Bidens alba (spanish needles) and Aster (aster species) were predominate ground cover in the unimpacted area and thus represent future tortoise forage.  The herbaceous species such as Oxalis, Chamaesyce (spurge), a variety of vervains and wild mustards, Plantago (plantains), and members of the madder family and pea family are interspersed among the grasses and cutover blackberry that cover the primary railroad bed.  These species include plants known to be specifically selected by gopher tortoises in feeding studies.  Shrubby Rubus (blackberry) bushes covered in Smilax (greenbrier) or Vitis (grape) often created an impenetrable shoulder-high thicket and Albizia (mimosa) and Rhus copallinum (winged sumac) were frequently in the sub-canopy layer.  The tree cover is primarily hardwood, with Prunus (plum and cherry) and Quercus (oak) species predominate in most areas and some areas showed presence of Juniperus (cedar), Pinus (pine), Celtis (hackberry) and Liquidambar styraciflua (sweet gum).  Occasional Sabal palmetto (sabal palm), Persea (red bay), Carya (hickory), Ulmus (elm), and Magnolia (magnolia) were found.  The presence of large trees shades the herbaceous ground cover used as primary forage for the tortoises.  The presence of sapling trees may not currently inhibit the growth of suitable forage but will in the future if allowed to mature.
 At one point the Trail comes within 300 feet of the Suwannee River, which has been designated as an “Outstanding Florida Waterway” under Chapter 17-3.041 Florida Administrative Code.  Administered by the Department of Environmental Protection, this program was created by Section 403.01, Florida Statutes, and protects lakes, rivers, and streams against degradation of existing ambient water quality.  The Trail is not located in an area of critical state concern or an aquatic preserve.
 However, because of the disturbed nature of the Greenway corridor, development of the Greenway is not likely to degrade the river or adjacent wetlands.  In fact, retaining the corridor for recreation with landscaping and minimal impervious surface rather than commerce or residential development will help to filter the storm water run-off from the town before it enters the wetlands and river.  Furthermore, the paved area of the Trail will not receive pollutants from automobiles as do roads.  Due to storm water impacts, land adjacent to the paved parking area is grassed. 
 



Archaeological and Historical Resources

 The Branford Comprehensive Plan states there are no buildings or areas currently on the State List of Historic Places.  The county has declared the torn down and rebuilt bridge and the Branford Indian Burial Mound south of town as historic (see MAP 5).  The town’s Comprehensive Plan states that the town will continue to identify historical resources (Policies 6.11 and 6.12).  Any sites on the Greenway will receive protection through appropriate signage or blocking of activity.  The corridor’s use for rail transportation and the town’s historic association with steam boats, memorialized in the Ivey Memorial Park along the Greenway, bestow local cultural significance.  Refer to letter from Florida Department of State, Division of Historical Resources, dated December 19, 1997 (Appendix H).

	10: The majority of the soils on the rail corridor include Blanton-Chiefland fine sand, 0 to 5 percent slope (BtB) and Chiefland fine sand (ChB and CHC).  See Appendix G for maps and soil interpretation records from the USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service.  There are no mineral resources on rail corridor.
	YES: 
	NO: X
	11: 
	12: In 1992, the Branford town manager and the Suwannee County Chamber of Commerce submitted an application under the Florida Office of Greenways and Trails Program funded by Preservation 2000 for the purchase of the four mile railroad right-of-way in downtown Branford.  The project was added to the 1993-94 acquisition list and purchased from CSX Railroad by the Board of Trustees of the Internal Improvement Trust Fund in September of 1995.  The acquisition was fee simple.  The property was leased to the Office of Greenways and Trails (OGT) on January 19, 1996, (Appendix A) and subsequently subleased to Suwannee County on June 25, 1996 (Appendix B).  
	lease YES: X
	NO_2: 
	13: The Trail is designated as a recreational trail for hiking, jogging, walking, bicycling, nature watching, and horseback riding pursuant to 260.012(1) Florida Statutes, which states:
 It is the intent of the Legislature that these recreational trails will serve to  encourage horseback riding, hiking, bicycling, canoeing, and jogging,
 thereby improve the health and welfare of the people.
The Suwannee River Greenway at Branford conforms to a standard paved rail-trail development scheme (trailhead parking, paved trail on the berm, adjacent equestrian and related improvements) which minimizes legislative and executive constraints.  There are no deed restrictions and the typical rail-trail development scheme reveals no foreseen development constraints.
	YES_2: 
	NO_3:     X
	14: 
	15 Are there any archeological or historical sites on this property YES: 
	NO_4: X
	15: The Branford Comprehensive Plan states there are no buildings or areas currently on the State List of Historic Places.  The county has declared the torn down and rebuilt bridge and the Branford Indian Burial Mound south of town as historic (see MAP 5).  The town’s Comprehensive Plan states that the town will continue to identify historical resources (Policies 6.11 and 6.12).  
	15b: The County will contact Florida DHR and request an up to date search for archeaological and historical significant items on the property.  Any sites on the Greenway will receive protection through appropriate signage or blocking of activity.  The corridor’s use for rail transportation and the town’s historic association with steam boats, memorialized in the Ivey Memorial Park along the Greenway, bestow local cultural significance.  Refer to letter from Florida Department of State, Division of Historical Resources, dated December 19, 1997 (Appendix H).  
	YES_3: 
	NO_5: X
	16a: 
	16b: 
	16c: 
	17: There was only one element on the property which was listed in the Florida Natural Areas Inventory (See Appendix D), the ambystoma tigrinum, Tiger Salamander.  The discovery of the salamander was probably associated with travel during the mating season because of the unusual location.  There are no ponds or wetlands located within the right-of-way of the Trail and the soils consist primarily of sandy to sandy loam soils.  Refer to letter from SRWMD dated January 9, 1998 (Appendix E).  

In 2020, according to the FNAI Biodiversity Matrix (https://www.fnai.org/biointro.cfm) the following species were listed as Documented, Documented(Historic) or Likely to occur near the vicinity of the Greenway.  Documented-Historic (not observed in the last 20 years) was a Creeping Maiden Fern.  Documented were Eastern Diamondback Rattlesnake, Suwannee Alligator Snapping Turtle, Suwannee Cooter and the Gopher Tortoise.  Those species that are likely to be in the area due to suitable habitat in the area are Eastern Indigo Snake, Upland Hardwood Forest, North Florida Spider Cave Crayfish, Hobbs’ Cave Amphipod, Mesic Flatwoods, Wood Stork, Suwannee Moccasinshell, Florida Pine Snake and the Gulf Sturgeon.  

	YES_4: X
	NO_6: 
	18: The County, in conjunction with SRWMD, conducted a biological survey of the area to ascertain whether listed species occur on or adjacent to State property.
 Gopherus polyphemus (gopher tortoises) were observed on the property.  The SRWMD hired a consultant to permit and relocate the gopher tortoises that were in danger of being negatively impacted by interim trail use and related maintenance.  The relocation was completed January 3, 1998.  Relocation efforts have had to be executed due to DEP’s open land policy which gives the public access to State land, and was done per the Trustee’s lease which allows actions necessary for security and maintenance of premises.  The tortoise relocation area will be maintained as outlined in the Application for On Site Mitigation for Gopher Tortoises Along a Section of the Branford Greenway (Appendix F).

	19: At one point the Trail comes within 300 feet of the Suwannee River, which has been designated as an “Outstanding Florida Waterway” under Chapter 17-3.041 Florida Administrative Code.  Administered by the Department of Environmental Protection, this program was created by Section 403.01, Florida Statutes, and protects lakes, rivers, and streams against degradation of existing ambient water quality.  The Trail is not located in an area of critical state concern or an aquatic preserve.
 However, because of the disturbed nature of the Greenway corridor, development of the Greenway is not likely to degrade the river or adjacent wetlands.  In fact, retaining the corridor for recreation with landscaping and minimal impervious surface rather than commerce or residential development will help to filter the storm water run-off from the town before it enters the wetlands and river.  Furthermore, the paved area of the Trail will not receive pollutants from automobiles as do roads.  Due to storm water impacts, land adjacent to the paved parking area is grassed. 

	YES_5: 
	NO_7: X
	20: 
	YES_6: X
	NO_8: 
	21: The wide diversity of animal species found in these areas include the bobcat, deer, wild turkey, gray squirrel, otter, pileated woodpecker, wood duck, and various other bird and snake species.  
	22: The Trail is to be managed as a single use recreation area with special care given to 
protect any sensitive resources pursuant to Chapter 253.034(2)(b), Florida Statutes, which states:
 Single use means management for one particular purpose to the exclusion of
 all other purposes, except that the using agency shall have the option of 
 including in its management program compatible secondary purposes which
 will not detract from or interfere with the primary management purpose.

	23: The desired outcome for this property is to offer a clean and safe trail to the public for walking, jogging or riding.  
	Single: X
	Multiple: 
	24: Even with the presence of signs prohibiting motorized use, illegal use by all-terrain vehicles has been encountered in certain areas.  The partnership developed with local and State law enforcement officers helps to manage this situation.  Some area citizens that own all-terrain vehicles have requested that the Trail remain open for all-terrain vehicle use.  However, only non-motorized uses, such as horseback riding, hiking, bicycling, jogging, and other non-motorized uses are allowed on the Florida Greenways and Trails System (Chapter 260, Florida Statutes).
	YES_7: 
	NO_9: X
	25: 
	26: This is a paved trail, no restoration of these lands is necessary.
	27: It is very doubtful that revenue would be able to be generated by users of this trail.
	28: Due to the linear nature of a rail-trail, no alternative uses were considered.  However, because of the proximity of the multi-use greenway, two spring parks, and the SRWMD property, a hub of outdoor activity is created that has the potential to greatly expand tourism in the town and in the Suwannee River Valley as a significant component of a larger Greenway Vision for the Suwannee River Valley.
Even with the presence of signs prohibiting motorized use, illegal use by all-terrain vehicles has been encountered in certain areas.  The partnership developed with local and State law enforcement officers helps to manage this situation.  Some area citizens that own all-terrain vehicles have requested that the Trail remain open for all-terrain vehicle use.

	YES_8: 
	NO_10: X
	29: 
	YES_9: 
	NO_11: X
	YES_10: 
	NO_12: X
	31: 
	32: Due to the linear nature of a rail-trail, no alternative uses were considered.  However, because of the proximity of the multi-use greenway, two spring parks, and the SRWMD property, a hub of outdoor activity is created that has the potential to greatly expand tourism in the town and in the Suwannee River Valley as a significant component of a larger Greenway Vision for the Suwannee River Valley.

	33: The Town of Branford maintains the area inside the Branford town limits and Suwannee County maintains the areas outside of the Branford town limits.  Both agencies communicate and work well together as needed.
	34: There are challenges present with erosion of the shoulders of the trail.  The sides of the asphalt trail are breaking off in places and dirt has eroded away in portions of the trail along the shoulders.  Also, there are many potholes, cracks and tree roots uprooting areas of the trail due to poor construction methods.
	35: In the town of Branford, land along the east side of the Greenway is primarily commercial with some public buildings.  Conservation area abuts the Trail on the west side, although this side also includes an industrial area where the river curves to the west, a single family residence is along US 27 and the northern end of the city limits, and a mobile home park at the end of Senter Avenue.  A local road runs along the railroad right-of-way west of the commercial area in the downtown section.  This area has been designated as the Central Business District.
 Suwannee County’s Land Use Plan depicts the Greenway area within the county as Agriculture, which permits one dwelling unit per five acres.  The portion within the flood plain where the Greenway approaches Little River Springs is designated as Environmentally Sensitive Area – 2, which allows one unit per ten acres.
 The Greenway has a positive effect on adjacent downtown land uses by increasing pedestrian traffic and providing additional parking and amenities such as benches and landscaping near downtown.  Beautification of the area is planned and may encourage improvements to the commericial buildings.
	36: Located along an abandoned railroad corridor and following existing public rights-of-way, the Greenway property is considered highly disturbed.  The elevation of the right-of-way for transportation has significantly altered hydrology and topography in addition to encouraging colonization by pioneer and invasive species.  Exotics are plant and animal species not native to Florida.  Exotics have been transported to Florida and have begun to dominate Florida’s natural communities due to a lack of native predators.  The containment and removal of exotic plant species is extremely costly and time consuming.  Exotics will be treated and removed along the corridor as time and money permit
	YES_11: X
	NO_13: 
	37: A citizen task force appointed by the Branford Town Council and the Suwannee County Board of County Commissioners began holding monthly meetings from September 1994 through February 1995 when the meetings were suspended until the State acquired the land.
 In July 1995, the SRWMD retained the services of a planning consultant to produce a Greenways Vision for the Suwannee River Valley (Appendix C).  The consultant worked with this group and similar groups throughout the region to design and begin implementing the Greenways vision of which the Suwannee River Greenway at Branford is an important component.  The state acquired the railroad corridor in August 1995, and the task force resumed their monthly meetings in September.  In May of 1996, the task force learned that partial ISTEA funding would become available in July, although the original funding dedicated to the project was not to be released until fiscal year 2000-2001.  The task force then focused its efforts on using the funding to develop the Greenway.

	38: 
	39: The County contracts out with a vendor to spray for mosquito as necessary in the area of the trail.
	Habitat restoration and improvement Description: N/A - This is a paved recreational trail built on an old railroad bed.
	1Row1: 
	tt: 
	Prescribe burn: 
	acres burned per: 
	Expense  Personnel: 
	undefined_9: 
	Within 10 yrs: 
	undefined_10: 
	1Row2: 
	Maintain: 
	fire return interval target: 
	Within 2 yrs: 
	Expense  Personnel_2: 
	undefined_11: 
	Within 10 yrs_2: 
	undefined_12: 
	1Row3: 
	restoration underway: 
	Within 2 yrs_2: 
	Expense  Personnel_3: 
	undefined_13: 
	Within 10 yrs_3: 
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	undefined_14: 
	1Row4: 
	activities on: 
	restored: 
	Within 2 yrs_3: 
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	undefined_15: 
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	undefined_16: 
	1Row5: 
	restoration on: 
	harvested: 
	Within 2 yrs_4: 
	Expense  Personnel_5: 
	undefined_17: 
	Within 10 yrs_5: 
	undefined_18: 
	Public Access and recreational opportunities Description: This is an ongoing annual goal to maintain public access to the Greenway for visitors.
	2Row1: 
	Expense  Personnel_6: 
	opportunitiesday: 50
	Within 2 yrs_5: X
	undefined_20: 
	Within 10 yrs_6: X
	undefined_21: 10,000
	visitors per day: 50
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	Develop new interpretiveeducation programsRow1: 
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	Within 2 yrs Within 10 yrsRow1: 
	Expense  Personnel Row1: 
	Hydrological preservation and restoration Description: N/A - This is a paved recreational trail built on an old railroad bed.
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	Within 2 yrs_9: 
	Text40: 
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	undefined_28: 
	Within 10 yrs_10: 
	undefined_29: 
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	undefined_33: 
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	undefined_34: 
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	Within 2 yrs Within 10 yrsRow1_2: 
	Expense  Personnel Row1_2: 
	Sustainable forest management Description: N/A - This is a paved recreational trail built on an old railroad bed.
	4Row1: 
	Text42: 
	Within 2 yrs_12: 
	Expense  Personnel_11: 
	undefined_35: 
	acres treated: 
	Text43: 
	Within 10 yrs_13: 
	undefined_36: 
	4Row2: 
	Within 2 yrs_13: 
	Expense  Personnel_12: 
	undefined_37: 
	Within 10 yrs_14: 
	undefined_38: 
	4Row3: 
	Develop and implement a process for conducting stand descriptions and forest inventory including a GIS database containing forest stands roads  other attributes  including but not limited to threatened  endangered species archeological resources exotic species locations historical areasRow1: 
	inventoried annually: 
	Within 2 yrs_14: 
	undefined_39: 
	Within 10 yrs_15: 
	undefined_40: 
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	Within 2 yrs Within 10 yrsRow1_3: 
	Expense  Personnel Row1_3: 
	5: 
	Exotic and invasive species maintenance and control Description: Annual monitoring of invasive plant and tree species will be conducted and removed.
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	nuisance and exotic species for which control measures are implementedRow1: 
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	Expense  Personnel Row1_4: 
	Text48: To maintain the existing trail in a safe and clean manner for public access.  This is an ongoing goal for trail maitenance year round to include mowing, spraying herbicide, litter pick up and removal, tree trimming, etc. 
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	To maintain: 
	undefined_46: 
	facilities: 
	Within 2 yrs_17: X
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	facilities miles roads miles trails improved or repairedRow1: 
	Within 2 yrs Within 10 yrsRow1_5: 
	Expense  Personnel Row1_5: 
	Text47: The County will contact Florida DHR and request an up to date search for archeaological and historical significant items on the property.
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	Expense  Personnel Row1_6: 
	Text46: Maintain the gopher tortoise habitat area with proper mowing techniques.
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	undefined_65: 
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