
ITEM XX:

Consider whether an approximately 0.28-acre public easement for installation of underground 
sewer lines across the Tallahassee-St. Marks Historic Railroad State Trail (the trail) is consistent 
with the Board of Trustees’ (BOT) Linear Facilities Policy.

LOCATION:

Leon County, Section – 17, 8 and 30, Township – 02S and 01S, Range – 01E

APPLICANT:

Leon County (Applicant)

DSL STAFF REMARKS:

The Applicant has requested an easement to construct, operate and maintain underground sewer 
lines at 20 separate locations crossing the trail, as part of the Woodville Rural Community Septic 
to Sewer Conversion Project.  The master force main will be constructed using directional 
drilling in an area 20-feet wide across the trail.  Due to the need of gravity flow, each of the 19 
lateral crossings will be constructed using open-cut trenching in areas 15-feet wide across the 
trail. The project seeks to significantly reduce nutrient loading into the Floridan Aquifer, 
particularly within the Wakulla Springs contribution area. The proposed easement area is 
currently managed by the State of Florida, Department of Environmental Protection, Division of 
Recreation and Parks (DRP) under BOT Lease No. 4015. The parcel was donated to the BOT in 
2006 for public recreational purposes.

DRP consented to the easement in a letter dated June 4, 2020.  In a letter, dated September 11, 
2020, the Division of Historical Resources (DHR) stated that the proposed undertaking is 
unlikely to affect historic properties.

Avoidance:
There are no other practical alternatives for this easement request. The trail bisects the parcels 
that will benefit from the sewer line from the main sewer line located within the State Road 363 
(Woodville Highway) right-of-way.  

Minimizing Impacts:
The proposed easement is not anticipated to have any additional impacts to the trail. The trail 
will remain open to the public to the greatest extent possible.  If an alternate passage is not 
possible or poses an even greater danger to trail users, then the trail can be closed temporarily 
during construction activities. The Applicant shall schedule work within the trail to limit the 
linear length of trail closure at any time to the minimum possible. In no case shall trail closures 
exceed one block. The Applicant will make contingency plans, per DHR requirements, in the 
case of fortuitous finds or unexpected discoveries during ground disturbing activities within the 
easement area. No imperiled species occur within the requested segments of the trail.  The land 
within the requested easement area consists of a paved multi-use trail flanked by grass or native 
shrubs and trees. 

Compensation:
The easement fee is waived for Public Agencies.  Per the BOT’s linear facilities policy, 
additional compensation, in the form of replacement land or goods and services, will be provided 
at 1.5 times the market value of the easement area.



DSL STAFF RECOMMENDATION: APPROVE 

ARC RECOMMENDATION:

(   ) APPROVE
(   ) APPROVE WITH MODIFICATIONS: ____________________________________
(   ) DEFER
(   ) WITHDRAW
(   ) NOT APPROVE
(   ) OTHER:  ___________________________________________________________
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