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LAND MANAGEMENT PLAN EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 

 

Lead Agency: Miami-Dade County Parks, Recreation and Open Spaces (MDPROS) 
 
Common Name of Property: Sunny Isles Beach 
 
Location: East of Collins Avenue, south of Golden Beach and north of Haulover Beach,  
     in Sunny Isles Beach, Florida, 33160.   
 
Total Acreage: 90± Acres   
 
Land Cover Classification: Beach-renourished Sand   90± acres 
 
Use: Single ___ Multiple _X_ 
 
 
Management Responsibility:  Agency   Responsibility    
    MDPROS   Sea Turtle Conservation Program 
    MDPROS   General Maintenance 
    City of Sunny Isles Beach Police Protection 
    ACOE & DERM/RER Beach-Sand Re-nourishment  
 
Designated Land Use: Recreation and Conservation 
  
Sublease(s): None  
 
Encumbrances: No Known Encumbrances 

Acquisition: The State of Florida Board of Trustees of the Internal Improvement Trust Fund 
(TIITF) acquired the property following the completion of the beach renourishment 
local cooperative agreement between the United States Army Corps of Engineers 
(ACOE) and Dade County (now Miami-Dade County).  Miami-Dade County leased 
the property from TIITF in 1989 for the maintenance and management of the 
renourished Sunny Isles Beach (SIB). 

 
 
Significant Natural Resources: Natural   Archaeological/Historical 
     Sea Turtle Nests   None 
     Beach Environments 
 
Management Needs: Daily garbage removal; security; public access; maintenance; monitoring 
 
Acquisition Needs/Acreage: None 
 
Surplus Land Needs/Acreage: None 
 
Public Involvement: Volunteers with Sea Turtle Conservation Program and Beach Clean-up 
events
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DERM/RER Miami-Dade County Division of Environmental Resource Management, 
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A.  GENERAL INFORMATION 

1. Common name of the property: Sunny Isles Beach (SIB) 

2. Lease Number: 3685 

3. Acres: ±90 

4. Managing Agency: Miami-Dade County Parks, Recreation and Open Spaces Department 
(MDPROS) 

5. Provide an executive summary/description of this property that includes a brief description of 
the resources, uses and proposed uses, outstanding features, etc.  

A Land Management Executive Summary is provided at the front of this document. 

 

6. Attach a map showing the location and boundaries of the property including: 

a)  The location and type of structures or improvements currently on the property 

Appendix A – Location Map 

Appendix B – SIB Aerial Map 

Appendix C – Public Access Map 

Appendix D – Lifeguard Tower Map 

 

b)  The location and type of proposed improvements.   

There are no recreational improvements proposed for SIB at this time. The Army Corp 
of Engineers, in coordination with the State and County, plans to complete beach re-
nourishment activities within Sunny Isles Beach on a periodic or as needed basis.  

 

7. Attach a map showing the proximity of this managed area to other conservation areas within 
10 miles.  

Please refer to the Adjacent Conservation Areas Map in Appendix E that illustrates 
the location of other managed/conservation lands within the 10-mile vicinity of SIB.  
Of particular interest in close proximity to the SIB, the following have been 
specifically called out on the map: the mean high-water line of the Atlantic Ocean 
(containing State Sovereign Submerged Lands) which forms the eastward boundary 
of SIB; Haulover Park located directly south of SIB; Biscayne Bay aquatic Preserve 
located approximately 0.2 miles west of SIB; the Florida Intercoastal Waterway 
located about 0.5 miles west of SIB; Oleta River State Park located approximately 0.5 
miles from the southern portion of SIB; and John U. Lloyd State Park located 7 miles 
north of SIB, in Broward County. 
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8. Please provide a legal description of the property. 

The ±90-acres that comprise SIB are described in the lease agreement between TIITF 
and Miami-Dade County as the parcel located between the erosion control line and 
westerly Atlantic Ocean mean high-water line situated in Sections 2, 11 and 14, 
Township 52 South, Range 42 East, Miami-Dade County, Florida; and over portions 
of the contiguous waters to a point 150’ easterly of the high-water line bounded to the 
north and south by Golden Beach and Haulover Beach, respectively. 

 

9. Provide a physical description of the land including a quantitative data description of the land 
which includes an inventory of forest and other natural resources, exotic and invasive plants, 
hydrological features, infrastructure including recreational facilities, and other significant 
land, cultural or historical features.  

SIB is a ±90-acre coastal property that extends approximately 2.5 miles along the 
Atlantic Ocean, currently with ten lifeguard towers and 20 public access points located 
throughout the Park (Appendices C & D). As part of the Beach Renourishment Project 
in 1986, beach fill was placed throughout the entirety of SIB.  SIB beach re-
nourishment continues to occur, as needed. No features of archaeological or historical 
significance have been located on SIB.   

According to the Florida Natural Areas Inventory (FNAI) Report (Appendix F), SIB 
is adjacent to a significant region of scrub habitat in the northwest corner of Haulover 
Beach Park that contains protected species. Exotic invasive plants are managed and 
removed by both the adjacent property owners and MDPROS as needed, preventing 
them from invading the beach environment. 

Sea turtle nests are known to be present at SIB.  In 1982, the Miami-Dade County Park 
and Recreation Department (Now MDPROS) instituted the Miami-Dade Parks Sea 
Turtle Conservation Program, to encourage the nesting of the loggerhead, green, and 
leatherback turtles. These three species of sea turtle had not reproduced successfully 
on the beach for decades. Following the initiation of this program more than 500,000 
endangered sea turtles have been hatched and released throughout the County. 

 

10. A brief description of soils types attaching USDA maps when available. 

SIB is comprised of one soil type, beaches (Soil ID 39). For maintenance purposes, 
new beach sand is added by ACOE, through Miami-Dade County Division of 
Environmental Resource Management (DERM), as needed. The most recent 
re-nourishment done in the area of SIB was the Estates at Acqualina project done 
between R-7 to R-10 (Appendix G – Beach Re-nourishment Reference Points Map), 
which was done January – February 2020 adding a total of 24,934 cubic yards or 
34,994 tons of sand.  

A soils map is included as Appendix H. 
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11. Is the property adjacent to an aquatic preserve or designated area of critical state concern?  

YES     NO _X__ 

If YES, please identify: 

Florida Statue Chapter 380.05 Areas of Critical State Concern define areas of critical 
state concern as “an area containing, or having a significant impact upon, 
environmental or natural resources of regional or statewide importance, including, but 
not limited to, state or federal parks, forests, wildlife refuges, wilderness areas, aquatic 
preserves, major rivers and estuaries, state environmentally endangered lands, 
Outstanding Florida Waters, and aquifer recharge areas, the uncontrolled private or 
public development of which would cause substantial deterioration of such resources” 
purchased by the State.  

Although not directly adjacent, the Biscayne Bay Aquatic Preserve is located 
approximately 0.2 miles west of SIB, as illustrated on the Conservation Areas Map in 
Appendix E. 

 

12. Was the property acquired by a conservation land acquisition program? 

SIB was leased from the State of Florida, TIITF, in 1989 for the conservation and 
protection of natural resources and resource based public outdoor recreation. The lease 
is for a term of fifty years, expiring in 2039.  

 

13. Do any agency-specific statue requirements or legislative/executive directives constrain the 
use of the property?  (These restrictions can frequently be found in the lease).   

YES   X   NO ___ 

If YES, please identify: 

The SIB title is retained by the State of Florida and leased to MDPROS to manage. 
The following are management requirements of the lease agreement (Appendix I). 

"LESSEE shall manage the leased premises for the conservation and protection of 
natural resources and resource based outdoor recreation which is compatible with the 
conservation and protection of these public lands and for other associated uses 
necessary for accomplishment of this purpose as designated in paragraph 5 of this 
Lease and in the Management Plan." 

"LESSEE shall coordinate and oversee all activities on the leased premises; initiate 
appropriate management programs to meet the intent of the goals and objectives stated 
herein; and coordinate preparation and periodic revision of the Management Plan 
pursuant to paragraph 10." 

"LESSEE shall provide for implementation of the provisions of the approved 
Management Plan and shall provide for the management of the leased premises on a 
day-to-day basis." 

"LESSEE shall, through its agents and employees, prevent the unauthorized use of the 
leased premises or any use thereof not in conformity with this Lease." 
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"No physical alteration of the property shall occur until such time as the Management 
Plan is approved pursuant to paragraph 10. The placement of any and all structures on 
the property must be in accordance with section 161.201, Florida Statutes.”  

 

14. Are there any reserves or encumbrances on the property? 

YES ___  NO   X   

If YES, please identify: N/A 

 

 

B.  NATURAL AND CULTURAL RESOURCES 

15. Are there any archaeological or historical site on this property?  

YES ___  NO   X   

If YES,  

a) How do you plan to locate, protect, and preserve these resources?  

b) Please describe the actions the agency plans to take to locate and identify unknown 
resources such as surveys of unknown archeological or historical sites. 

Please refer to the Division of Historical Resources Report (Appendix J). 

 

16. Are there any buildings on the property that are fifty or more years old? 

YES ___  NO   X  

If YES, please identify:  

a) Have these buildings been evaluated by a historian or historic architect to determine their 
historical and/or architectural significance.  If YES, please identify both the building(s) 
and the evaluator(s): 

b) Please state whether any such buildings are listed in the Florida Master Site File, National 
Register of Historic Places or a local register of historic places and identify such buildings.  

By law, the managing agency must consult with the Division of Historical Resources 
with regard to any proposed land clearing or ground disturbing activities or with regard 
to any proposed rehabilitation, restoration or demolition of structures 50 or more years 
old.  Please contact the Division of Historic Resources if you would like to obtain 
information on archeological/historical site. 

Division of Historical Resources 
Florida Department of State 
R.A. Gray building, MS-8 
Tallahassee, Florida 32399 
(850) 245-6312 
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17. Please identify natural resources on the property that are listed in the Florida Natural Areas 
Inventory. 

A Biodiversity Matrix Query was run through the Florida Natural Areas Inventory 
(FNAI) in March 2020 (Appendix F – FNAI Report). Most of the species contained 
within the report, with exception for the scrub and dune habitat dependent species, 
could potentially be supported to some degree by the site’s beach habitat and adjacent 
Atlantic Ocean.  SIB is used heavily for public beachgoing and contains no true dune 
habitat and limited native vegetation, which likely limits use/presence of many listed 
species. Those species known to occur or that have a higher likelihood to utilize SIB 
and the adjacent Atlantic Ocean include the following: 

 West Indian manatee (Trichechus manatus), Federally endangered 

 Loggerhead sea turtle (Caretta caretta), Federally threatened 

 Green sea turtle (Chelonia mydas), Federally endangered 

 Leatherback sea turtle (Dermochelys coriacea), Federally endangered 

 Kemp’s Ridley sea turtle (Lepidochelys kempii), Federally endangered 

 Hawksbill sea turtle (Eretmochelys imbricata), Federally endangered 

 

18. Are any imperiled natural communities, unique features, or State and federally listed 
endangered or threatened plant or animal species on site? 

YES  X   NO ___ 

If YES, please provide a specific description of how you plan to identify, locate, protect 
and preserve these species.  

Sea Turtle nests are known to be present at SIB. In 1982, MDPROS instituted the 
Miami-Dade Parks Sea Turtle Conservation Program, to encourage the nesting of the 
loggerhead, green, and leatherback turtles. Under the close supervision of the Miami-
Dade County Parks Sea Turtle Conservation Program, authorized personnel follow 
procedures outlined in the Marine Turtle Permit MTP 20-150A (Appendix K). Since 
1980, more than 500,000 endangered sea turtles have been hatched and released 
through the Miami-Dade Parks Sea Turtle Conservation Program from the County’s 
public beaches.   

Throughout the County there were 363 nest sites in 2003 which has increased to 570 
nest sites in 2019. In 2004, there were 16,423 live sea turtle hatchlings emerged from 
nests in Miami-Dade County. In 2019, approximately 31,000 sea turtle hatchlings 
emerged from nests in Miami-Dade County. Miami-Dade Parks Sea Turtle 
Conservation Program is able to record and monitor more nests in more recent years, 
due to improved methodology in monitoring, data collection technology, and 
additional resources available. There were 95 sea turtle nest sites located in SIB in 
2019. The FWC Marine Turtle Handbook guides the methodology in how Miami-
Dade Parks Sea Turtle Conservation Program operates, in addition to the terms of the 
Marine Turtle Permit.  
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On Sunny Isles Beach, daily turtle monitoring surveys are initiated 30 minutes before 
sunrise, driving along high-tide line looking for signs of crawling/tracks. From the 
track, a qualified biologist identifies the species and determines whether or not it is a 
nesting emergence or non-nesting emergence. The Site is marked and monitored 
during incubation period. Once there are hatches, excavation is performed to collect 
hatch and emergence success rates. Live hatchlings at the site are gathered, collected, 
and released later that night. Turtle monitoring is required to take place in advance of 
any mechanical beach cleaning activities in order to protect any marine turtle nests or 
other wildlife.   

Sea turtle conservation practices include implementing turtle friendly lighting for 
outdoor lights along the beach. MDPROS encourages and supports private property 
owners to also implement turtle friendly lighting practices.  

 

Common Nesting Species of Sea Turtles on SIB: 

 Loggerhead sea turtle, federally threatened 

 Green sea turtle, federally endangered 

 Leatherback sea turtle, federally endangered 

 

Threatened or Endangered Species commonly seen offshore in the Southeast Florida 
Atlantic Ocean, off coast from SIB: 

 West Indian manatee, federally threatened 

 Kemp’s Ridley sea turtle, federally endangered 

 Hawksbill sea turtle, federally endangered 

 

Various species of T&E migratory shorebird species frequent the SIB, and other 
surrounding beach habitats. If species are noted to nest on the beach MDPROS would 
rope off the area and notify the Audubon Society. If eggs or nesting behavior is noted, 
the area of the beach is marked off and protected from public access. Audubon Society 
would typically provide information to the public regarding such protected areas on 
the beach.  

 

19. Please identify the water resources including swamps, marshes or other wetlands on the 
property including the water quality classification for each water body if the water body has 
been designated “Outstanding Florida Waters”. 

The mean high-water line of the Atlantic Ocean forms the eastward boundary of SIB 
and is classified as a Coastal Water by Florida Department of Environmental 
Protection (FDEP).  
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20. Are any known mineral resources, such as oil, gas and phosphates, or any unique natural 
features, such as coral reefs, beaches, dunes, natural springs, caverns, large sinkholes, virgin 
timber stands, scenic vistas, and natural rivers and streams, and outstanding native landscapes 
containing relatively unaltered flora, fauna, and geological features on site? 

YES __  NO   X  

If YES, please identify and provide locations of these resources on a map. 

No natural beach dune habitats or outstanding native landscapes are located on the 2.5 
miles of restored beach shoreline of SIB. Additionally, no known features of 
archaeological or historical significance are located on SIB.  

 

21. Are there fish or wildlife resources (both game and non-game) on the property? 

YES   X   NO ___  

If YES, please describe: 

SIB’s renourished shoreline provides habitat for a variety of listed and non-listed 
wildlife year-round. Fishing in compliance with FWS regulations is permitted but is 
not the primary or intended use of the SIB area. Please refer to the FNAI Report in 
Appendix F for a summary of listed wildlife that may use the site, as applicable to the 
appropriate onsite habitat. 

 

 

C.  USAGE OF THE PROPERTY   

22. Please provide a statement of purpose for which the lands were acquired, the projected use or 
uses as defined in Chapter 253.034, Florida Statues, and the statutory authority you have for 
such uses.  

Miami-Dade County leased the property from the State of Florida in order to protect 
and conserve the natural resources as well as to provide for public outdoor recreation.  

 

23. Please state the desired outcome for this property, and key management activities necessary 
to achieve the desired outcome, including public access 

The desired outcome of this property is to continue to manage the Park for the purpose 
of conservation and recreation. This is achieved through current maintenance and 
management activities to balance conservation of natural resources with compatible 
public access and outdoor recreation.  

 

Maintenance Activities to Provide and Encourage Public Use: 

1)   Routine grooming as needed. The blade operator handles small cliffs, contouring, 
and grading as needed for erosion control. 
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2)   Quarterly sifting of sand for rock, glass, and other undesirable materials. 

3)   Daily garbage and waterline pick-up of trash and litter. The 106 garbage cans are 
emptied 1-2 times per day by a load-n-pack. Occasionally, cleanup or disposal of 
dead animals or abandoned vessels that wash ashore is needed. The beach and 
rack line are cleaned daily, and litter is removed along with jetsam and flotsam 
that has washed ashore.  

 

Turtle Conservation: 

MDPROS is committed to conserving the natural resources located within the beach 
vicinity and maintains the currently active Miami-Dade Parks Sea Turtle Conservation 
Program. The Marine Turtle Permit MTP 20-150 (Appendix K) allows authorized 
MDPROS personnel to conduct activities such as, but not limited to, nesting surveys, 
stranding/salvage activities, relocation of nests for conservation purposes, and 
nighttime public hatchling releases. 

In 2009 The City of Sunny Isles Beach adopted Ordinance Part II, Chapter 108, Article 
III Sea Turtle Protection Standards. The purpose of this article is to reduce the impacts 
of the artificial coastal lighting on threatened and endangered sea turtles that nest on 
the beach of the City of Sunny Isles Beach by restricting artificial lighting and other 
activities that disorient turtle hatchlings, causing them to crawl toward land rather than 
toward the ocean. This article prohibits activities involving direct illumination or 
construction activities of portions of the beach at nighttime during nesting season. 
Special events taking place on the beach during nesting season that may require 
lighting are regulated by the City of Sunny Isles Beach and Miami-Dade County to 
minimize potential impacts to sea turtles. Additionally, this article outlines lighting 
standards for new and existing developments. The goal of these lighting standards is 
to eliminate artificial illumination of any area of the beach. It is the goal of SIB to 
continue to adhere to the provisions outlined in this article.  

 

Public Access: 

A key element for the management of SIB is providing and maintaining public access 
to the beach.  Since 2004, 20 public access points from State Road A1A (Collins 
Avenue) into SIB have been established.  Table 1 below describes each beach access 
location, numbered to correspond with the Beach Access Map (Appendix C) and the 
Beach Access & Lifeguard Tower Photo Documentation (Appendix L), starting at the 
northern most location.  
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24. Please state the single or multiple uses currently made of the property and if the property is 
single use, please provide an analysis of its potential for multiple-use.  

Single        Multiple X use(s) is/are: Recreation and Conservation 

 

25. Were multiple uses considered but not adopted?  

Yes               No   X  

If YES, please describe why: N/A 

 

26. Please provide an analysis of the potential use of private land managers to facilitate the 
restoration or management of these lands.  

No analysis of the potential use of private land managers to facilitate the restoration 
or management of this land was sought due to the success of the management activities 
currently provided by MDPROS.  

 

27. Please provide an analysis of the potential of the property to generate revenues to enhance the 
management of the property. 

Currently, MDPROS oversees three vendors of beach recreational equipment and 
personal watercraft rentals (Turnberry, Trump, and Newport Pier), and they are 
assigned to specific geographic sections of the beach (Appendix M – Vendor Location 
Map). All watercraft and water recreational rentals are restricted to "permissible areas 
of use," which is designated as the area 200 feet east of the shoreline, and an additional 
100 feet from the nearest swimmer in marked channels. Each vendor pays $12,000 
yearly to the County for use of the beach equally for a total of $36,000 in revenue per 
year. The existing number of vendors have saturated the market, and there are no 
future plans for additional revenues to be generated by expanding the number of 
vendors. There are no feasible locations to expand beach parking by the County and 
all existing parking is City managed, leaving no opportunities for additional revenues 
to be generated through parking fees.  

 

28. Describe the project, current and recent past uses of the property, and any unauthorized uses, 
if known. 

Currently, the Park’s management activities help maintain the beachfront as well as 
enhance public access to the beach for use as an outdoor recreation park.  

SIB started as an erosion control project in 1986 funded by the ACOE. This project 
entailed pumping sand/fill onto the subject 2.5-mile stretch of beachfront for a depth 
of approximately 120’ landward of the mean-high water line of the Atlantic Ocean.  
After the completion of this project in 1989, the State of Florida retained the title to 
the park and entered into a 50-year lease with Dade County (Now Miami-Dade 
County) for the maintenance and management of the beach.  
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29. Do the planned uses impact renewable and non-renewable resources on the property? 

YES         NO   X    

If YES, please describe what specific activities will be taken to protect or enhance and 
conserve those resources and to compensate/mitigate the damage that is caused by the 
impacting use.  

 

30. Should any parcels of land within or adjacent to the property be purchased because they are 
essential to management of the property? 

YES ___  NO    X 

If YES, please attach a map of this area.  

 

31. Are there any portions of this property no longer needed for your use? 

YES ___  NO    X  

If YES, please attach a map of this area. 

 

32. Please describe public uses and public access that would be consistent with the purpose for 
which the property was acquired. 

The public recreation activities include beach going, sunbathing, swimming, 
running/jogging, beach volleyball, surfing, and other water related recreational 
activities. 20 public access points are currently available that provide direct access by 
the public to the beach. Public uses of the park are for outdoor recreation with a 
number of vendors supplying access to recreational watercrafts, beach chairs and 
umbrellas.   

Nighttime sea turtle hatchling release events are open to the public, and members of 
the public are able to register for the event, now limited to a maximum of 30 people 
per event. The event includes a one-hour educational presentation to the public 
attendees prior to the release in order to educate and promote conservation. In 2019, 
516 people attended 12 different public hatchling release events, releasing a total of 
37 hatchlings.  

 

 

D.  Management Activities  

33. If more than one agency manages this property describe the management responsibilities of 
each agency and how such responsibilities will be coordinated. 

MDPROS is the primary management agency for the maintenance of this property. 
ACOE provides beach renourishment and the City of Sunny Isles Beach provides law 
enforcement.  
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MDPROS Operations conducts the following management activities to provide for safe, 
clean, accessible beach recreational use: 

1)   Routine grooming as needed. The blade operator handles small cliffs, contouring, 
and grading as needed for erosion control. 

2)   Quarterly sifting of sand for rock, glass, and other undesirable materials. 

3)   Daily garbage and waterline pick-up of trash and litter. The 106 garbage cans are 
emptied 1-2 times per day by a load-n-pack. Occasionally, cleanup or disposal of 
dead animals or abandoned vessels that wash ashore is needed. The beach and 
rack line are cleaned daily, and litter is removed along with jetsam and flotsam 
that has washed ashore.  

 

34. Please discuss management needs and problems on the property including conservation of soil 
and water resources and control and prevention of soil erosion and water and soil contamination. 

Conservation of soil and water resources in beach recreation areas can be a challenge.  
Due to beach erosion, no native sand is left remaining at SIB.  Every few years, new 
beach sand is dredged from the ocean floor, and the beach is re-nourished and re-
contoured. MDPROS conducts routine grooming as needed for erosion control. 
MDPROS also manages soil and water contamination through quarterly sifting of sand 
for undesirable materials, and daily removal of litter along with jetsam and flotsam 
that has washed ashore. 

 

35. Identify adjacent land uses that will conflict with the planned use of this property, if any. 

SIB is bordered by Atlantic Ocean to the east, Golden Beach to the north, Haulover 
Beach to the south, and private condominiums to the west. These adjacent land uses 
do not represent a conflict to the continued use of the Park. ADA accessible paths are 
located in between the condominiums to allow for public access to the beach.  

 

36. Please describe measures used to prevent/control invasive non-native plants 

MDPROS conducts routine monitoring events and schedules exotic maintenance 
events as needed, within the limits of SIB.  Landscaping of adjacent private 
developments are maintained by the associated private development to prevent and 
control any invasive plant materials from spreading to the beach. Native plants 
appropriate to beach ecosystems would be encouraged to spread onto the beach while 
non-native invasive plant materials are not. Native dune vegetation is protected within 
the beach environment per Florida Statute Chapter 161 – Beach and Shore 
Preservation.  

 

37. Was there any public or local government involvement/participation in the development of 
this plan? 

YES   X   NO ___  
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If YES, please describe: 

Public participation was part of the planning efforts during the formation of the 
original Sunny Isles Beach Management Plan in 2004. Public workshops were held 
during the creation of the plan, in which citizens were presented with park concepts 
and public engagement opportunities. Prior to each meeting, residents within an 
appropriate radius of the park were notified by U.S. mail. Meetings and workshops 
were also advertised in local newspapers. 

Since SIB is under 160 acres in size, public participation specific to this management 
plan update was not required.  

MDPROS encourages community involvement and feedback related to the park on an 
on-going basis. Community input continues to be gathered through public events, and 
suggestions received through SIB staff, online, and social media sites.   

 

38. If an arthropod control plan has been established for this property, please include it as an 
attachment.  If one does not exist, provide a statement as to what arrangement exists between 
the local mosquito control district and the managing agency.  See Chapter 388.4111 regarding 
mosquito control on public lands.  

Dade County Mosquito Control is responsible for managing public lands throughout the 
county, although they are not typically applying any control measures directly on the 
beach.  

 

39. Management Goals – The following are the goals from the Conservation Management Form 
which are applicable to SIB management. 

SIB is approximately 90-acres comprised of renourished beach habitat used for 
conservation of natural resources and outdoor recreation. The annual budget for SIB is 
designed allocating funding for different expenditures for the overall management of 
the Park and is not broken down per core objective (Appendix N – Annual Budget).  

 

1. Habitat Restoration and Improvement 

SIB is comprised of a re-nourished beach shoreline that requires routine maintenance 
to conserve its habitat. The park is routinely tilled and sifted to conserve the beach 
sand that is pumped in from the ocean every few years to replenish the sand lost to 
erosion. The management goal is to continue to restore and re-nourish the beach as 
needed.  

Regarding restoration of sea turtle nesting habitat, MDPROS continues to encourage 
partner agencies in the shared management goal of not scheduling re-nourishment 
projects during sea turtle season (May 1 – Oct 31) and instead have a limited 
operating season for such beach disturbing activities. Already providing public access 
to hatchling release events at capacity for the program based on the number of 
hatchlings. Miami-Dade Parks Sea Turtle Conservation Program will continue to 
offer programs, partnering with neighboring institutions, schools, festivals, and other 
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community engagement events to continue to educate and foster stewardship among 
community residents. Miami-Dade Parks Sea Turtle Conservation Program measures 
the successful implementation of program objectives using numerous metrics as 
directed in the FWC Handbook. Currently the Marine Turtle Permit allows for up to 
24 park service aids for the Miami-Dade Parks Sea Turtle Conservation Program. 
However, in 2019, 15 park service aids were able to be employed due to budget 
restrictions. Volunteers are used to some degree but are limited due to liability.    

 

Timeframe 
Expenses and 

Core Objectives  Measure  2 yrs. = Short Term 
Personnel Budget 

10 yrs. = Long Term 

Continue to support  Re‐nourishment  Short‐term goal:  Routine maintenance 
beach re‐nourishment  projects are  Support re‐ budget and renovation 
projects.  scheduled as  nourishment at the  costs/personnel are 

needed  south end of Sunny  included in existing 
Isles Beach to occur  operations and no 
within next 2 years, by  additional expenses are 
providing construction  foreseeable to meet this 
staging and access for  objective. 
equipment through 
the adjacent Haulover 
Park. 
 
Long‐term goals: 
Support beach re‐
nourishment projects 
over the next 10 
years. 

Continue to pick up  Daily, 2x per day  Short‐term and Long‐ Routine maintenance 
trash and litter and  when needed,  term goal: Daily beach  budget and renovation 
minimize impacts to  trash can pick up  clean‐up activities to  costs/personnel are 
beach and ocean  and walking the  continue over the next  included in existing 
environments  waterline  ten years.  operations and no 

additional expenses are 
foreseeable to meet this 
objective. 

Continue to  Miami‐Dade  Short‐term goal:  An increased budget for 
restore/protect sea  Parks Sea Turtle  Encourage the City to  additional Miami‐Dade 
turtle nesting habitat.   Conservation  adopt the proposed  Parks Sea Turtle 

Program  sea‐turtle model  Conservation Program full 
lighting ordinance  time staff and part time 
within the next 2  staff is desired.  
years; Long‐term goal:   
have the neighboring  Supply budget is 
properties in  sufficient for current 
compliance with the  needs, with inflation per 
new ordinance within  year. 
10 years 
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2. Public Access and Recreational Opportunities 

SIB provides 20 access points to the public that are routinely maintained 
(Appendix L). Outdoor recreation opportunities are provided to the public through 
sublease agreements with the water activities rental companies shown on the Vendor 
Location Map (Appendix M). MDPROS continues to uphold the management goal 
of providing public access and maintenance of the beach for the benefit of the public 
recreational opportunities.  

Timeframe 
Expenses and 

Core Objectives  Measure  2 yrs. = Short Term 
Personnel Budget 

10 yrs. = Long Term 

Provide recreational  Continue to work  Short‐term goal: Renew  Each vendor pays 
amenities for beach  with vendors  lease for personal  $12,000 yearly to the 
activities such as jet  outlined in item  watercraft concession  County for use of the 
skis, beach chairs and  27.  rentals in 2020 and  beach equally. In 2019, 
umbrellas.  again in 2021, then  this totaled $36,000 in 

forward on an annual  revenue. 
basis. Long‐term goal: 
1. Coordinate with City 
of Sunny Isles Beach for 
additional beach 
concession and 
recreational needs; 2. 
Coordinate with City of 
Sunny Isles Beach to 
improve storage of 
beach chairs and other 
amenities in 
consideration of critical 
sea turtle habitat 
protection efforts   

Maintain beach for  Continue to sift  Short‐term Goal: 1.  Additional funds will be 
public recreational use  the sand and  increase frequency of  needed for fuel, 

remove debris  sand sifting from  equipment and 
from the sand on  quarterly to every 2  operators.  
a quarterly basis  months if funding 

becomes available. 
2. daily emptying of 
trash receptacles along 
the beach, and initiate 
replacement of trash 
bins as needed. 

Continue to  Continue to work  Short‐term goal:  No additional expenses 
coordinate with and  with City of Sunny  Enhance pedestrian  are foreseeable to 
support City of Sunny  Isles Beach to  connectivity to Sunny  meet this objective.  
Isles Beach in  maintain and add  Isles Beach via shared 
providing public  additional access  use path improvements 
access points. Add any  points.  within the adjacent 
additional access  Haulover Park Beach.  
points as available.   
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3. Capital Facilities and Infrastructure 

City of Sunny Isles Beach maintains lifeguard towers and garbage cans, MDPROS 
assists in moving the towers as needed due to storm events, tides, etc. MDPROS will 
continue to maintain equipment needed for beach maintenance such as load-n-pack, 
tractor, and bulldozers. MDPROS will continue to have the management goal of 
funding the capital budget cost for replacing maintenance equipment used at SIB. 

 

Timeframe 
Expenses and 

Core Objectives  Measure  2 yrs. = Short Term 
Personnel Budget 

10 yrs. = Long Term 

Maintain equipment  Continue to conduct  Short‐term: daily  Routine maintenance 
necessary for routine  routine inspection  inspection and  and replacement costs 
maintenance conducted  and maintenance of  maintenance of  are included in 
at SIB (i.e. routine  equipment and  equipment to keep  existing operations 
grooming, quarterly  budget for  in good condition.  and no additional 
shifting, daily garage and  replacements as  Long‐term goal:  expenses are 
waterline pick‐up).  needed.   Replace heavy  foreseeable to meet 

equipment on a 4‐ this objective.  
year replacement 
schedule instead of 
every 5 years, as 
needed due to rust, 
etc., and as funds 
become available. 

 

40. A finding regarding whether each planned use conforms to the appropriate policies and 
guidelines of the State Lands Management Plan is required. The Plan can be found at 
http://www.dep.state.fl.us/lands/oes/slmp.pdf, by writing to the State of Florida Department 
of Environmental Protection, Division of State Lands, Office of Environmental Services, 
3900 Commonwealth Boulevard, Mail Station 140, Tallahassee, Florida 32399-3000, or by 
calling (850) 245-2784.   
 
Does this plan conform to the State Lands Management Plan? 

YES   X   NO ___ 

41. Please provide the following contact information below: 

Name: Jessica Blackwell, MDPROS Planning Property Management 
Managing Agency: MDPROS 
Address: 275 NW 2nd Street, Suite 430, Miami, FL 33128 
Phone: 305-755-7860 
Email Address: Jessica.Blackwell@miamidade.gov 
 
Date Management Plan Was Prepared: March – September 2020 
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Appendix B 

SIB Aerial Map 
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Appendix C 

Public Access Map 
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Appendix D 

Lifeguard Tower Map 
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Adjacent Conservation Areas Map 
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Inventory FNAI Report 

  











 
 

Appendix G 

Beach Renourishment Reference Map 
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USDA Soils Map 
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Appendix I 

Lease Agreement 

  





























 
 

Appendix J 

Division of Historical Resources Report 

  











 
 

Appendix K 

Marine Turtle Permit MTP-20-150A 

  











 
 

Appendix L 

Beach Access & Lifeguard Tower Photo Documentation 

  



Appendix L 
Beach Access & Lifeguard Tower Photo Documentation 

Beach Access 1 - 19575 Collins Avenue Bennett M. Lifter 
Beach Access 2 - 19575 Collins Avenue 

Beach Access 3 - 19333 Collins Avenue William “Bill” Lone 
Beach Access 4 - 19201 Collins Avenue 
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Appendix L 
Beach Access & Lifeguard Tower Photo Documentation 

Lifeguard Tower 192 - 19201 Collins Avenue 
Adjacent to Beach Access 4 

Beach Access 6 – 18911 Collins Avenue 

Beach Access 5 – 19051 Collins Avenue 
Temporarily closed on February 25, 2020 

Lifeguard Tower 189 – 18911 Collins Avenue 
Adjacent to Beach Access 6 
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Appendix L 
Beach Access & Lifeguard Tower Photo Documentation 

Beach Access 7 – 18683 Collins Avenue Beach Access 8 – 18671 Collins Avenue 

Beach Access 9 – 18555 Collins Avenue Lifeguard Tower 186 – 18671 Collins Avenue 
Adjacent to Beach Access 9 
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Appendix L 
Beach Access & Lifeguard Tower Photo Documentation 

Beach Access 10 – 18555 Collins Avenue 
Temporarily closed on February 25, 2020 

Lifeguard Tower 182 – 18325 Collins Avenue 
Located inbetween Beach Access Points 10 & 11 

Simon Dezer  
Beach Access 11 – 17885 Collins Avenue 

Lifeguard Tower 178 – 17885 Collins Avenue 
Adjacent to Beach Access 11 
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Appendix L 
Beach Access & Lifeguard Tower Photo Documentation 

Beach Access 12 – 17749 Collins Avenue Beach Access 13 – 17425 Collins Avenue 

Amenities provided at Beach Access 13 
17425 Collins Avenue 

Lifeguard Tower 174 – 17425 Collins Avenue 
Adjacent to Beach Access 13 
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Appendix L 
Beach Access & Lifeguard Tower Photo Documentation 

Beach Access 14 – 17315 Collins Avenue Beach Access 15 – 17141 Collins Avenue 

Beach Access 16 – 17001 Collins Avenue Lifeguard Tower 170 – 17001 Collins Avenue 
Adjacent to Beach Access 16 
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Appendix L 
Beach Access & Lifeguard Tower Photo Documentation 

Beach Access 17 – 16501 Collins Avenue Lifeguard Tower 167 – 16501 Collins Avenue 
Adjacent to Beach Access 17 

Beach Access 18 – 16301 Collins Avenue Lifeguard Tower 163 – 16301 Collins Avenue 
Adjacent to Beach Access 18 
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Appendix L 
Beach Access & Lifeguard Tower Photo Documentation 

Beach Access 19 – 16047 Collins Avenue Beach Access 20 – 16047 Collins Avenue 

Lifeguard Tower 158 – 16047 Collins Avenue 
Adjacent to Beach Access 20 
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Vendor Location Map 
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Annual Budget 
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