
ITEM XX: 
Consider whether an approximately 0.116-acre, 5-foot wide, private underground fiberoptic 
telecommunication cable within the Nature Coast State Trail is consistent with the Board of 
Trustees’ Linear Facilities Policy. 
LOCATION: 
Gilchrist, Levy and Dixie counties 
Section 18 / Township 10S / Range 14E 
   24 / Township 10S / Range 13E 
APPLICANT: 
Duke Energy Florida, LLC  
DSL STAFF REMARKS: 
This request for easement is a component of the Applicant’s project that is intended to 
accommodate the construction and maintenance of an underground fiberoptic 
telecommunications cable intended to provide direct communications between the Applicant’s 
substations. This proposed route between the Chiefland Substation to Cross Country Substation 
along US Hwy 19 and Old Fannin Road and requires the fiberoptic cable to cross the Nature 
Coast State Trail (Trail) at four different locations. The proposed easement term will be 50 years. 
The Trail is managed by the Division of Recreation and Parks (DRP) under Lease Number 4193. 
The requested easement area was acquired by the Board of Trustees in 1996 under the P-2000 
Greenways and Trails program for conservation and recreation purposes. DRP provided a letter 
of no objection on May 13, 2022. 
The Division of Historical Resources reviewed the project, and in a letter dated January 13, 
2023, requested that ground-disturbing activities associated with this project that fall within the 
boundaries of 8GI10 be monitored by a professional archaeologist and prior to construction the 
Applicant must obtain a 1A-32 permit. 
Avoidance: 
The Trail runs adjacent to the right-of-way where the fiberoptic cable will be installed and other 
alternative locations are not available.   
Minimizing Impacts: 
Impacts to the Trail and public use of the area is expected to be minimal as the fiberoptic cable 
will be installed via directional bore. The Trail shall remain open for public use during 
construction. The Applicant shall ensure that the public will have unimpeded access by providing 
alternate passage during construction. Species of wildlife found in this locality are consistent 
with the habitat of the region. The only protected species observed in the area is the gopher 
tortoise. The Applicant shall coordinate with the Florida Fish and Wildlife Commission to 
conduct a survey to identify any tortoise within the requested easement area and relocate any 
impacted tortoises prior to construction, at the Applicants expense. The Trail manager shall be 
notified at least one week in advance of any planned construction activities within the requested 
easement area.  
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Compensation: 
The easement fee will be based on market value and per the BOT’s linear facilities policy, 
additional compensation, in the form of replacement land or goods and services, will be provided 
to DRP at 1.5 times the market value of the easement area. 

DSL STAFF RECOMMENDATION:  
Approve the easement. 
ARC RECOMMENDATION: 
(   ) APPROVE  
(   ) APPROVE WITH MODIFICATIONS: ________________ 
(   ) DEFER 
(   ) WITHDRAW 
(   ) NOT APPROVE 
(   ) OTHER________________________________________________________________ 
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Department of Environmental Protection                          January 13, 2023 
Bureau of Public Lands Administration 
3800 Commonwealth Blvd. 
Tallahassee, FL 32399 
 
Re:       DHR No.: 2022-8335 

Project: 46396 Easement 33505 
 
To Whom It May Concern: 
 
Our office reviewed the referenced project in accordance with Chapter 267, Florida Statutes, and 
implementing state regulations, for possible effects on historic properties listed, or eligible for listing, in 
the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP), or otherwise of historical, architectural or 
archaeological value.  
 
A portion of this project appears to come close to the boundaries of archaeological site 8GI10.  At this 
time, this office has insufficient information to determine if 8GI10 is eligible for listing in the NRHP.  
Therefore, this office recommends that ground-disturbing activities associated with this project that fall 
within the boundaries of 8GI10 be monitored by a professional archaeologist. The purpose of monitoring 
will be to identify archaeological deposits or significant artifacts that may be encountered. Should 
significant archaeological deposits, features or artifacts be encountered, the archaeologist must be 
empowered to direct the project activities to shift away from such resources. This discretionary power 
would enable the monitor to contact this office and to determine measures that must be taken to avoid, 
minimize adverse effects to the site; or to proceed to recover the archaeological resources in a 
professional manner. When the archaeologist has completed recordation and/or recovery measures the 
project activities would be allowed to continue as planned. At completion of the project, the 
archaeological monitor must compile a monitoring report in accordance with the provisions of Chapter 
1A-46, Florida Administrative Code to be forwarded to this office. In the event that unmarked human 
remains are encountered during permitted activities, all work shall stop immediately and the proper 
authorities notified in accordance with Section 872.05, Florida Statutes. 
 
In addition, because the project will occur on state lands, it will require a 1A-32 permit. The archaeological 
consultant should contact Brandon Ackermann at Brandon.Ackermann@DOS.myflorida.com or 850-245-
6334, Bureau of Archaeological Research. 
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If you have any questions, please contact Jennifer Tobias, Historic Sites Specialist, by email at 
Jennifer.Tobias@dos.myflorida.com. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Alissa S. Lotane 
Director, Division of Historical Resources and State Historic Preservation Officer 
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ARC Questionnaire 
 

NATURE COAST STATE TRAIL - BOT LEASE NUMBER 4193 
AID 46396 - EASEMENT 33505 – DUKE ENERGY 

 
 

1. Description of when and under what program or fund the parcel under consideration 
was acquired (EEL, LATF, CARL, P-2000, Florida Forever, etc) or donated.     

P2000 
2. Description of the purpose for the parcel’s acquisition (P-2000 or Florida Forever 

goals and criteria or similar purpose descriptions) or donation and any restrictions or 
conditions of use that apply to the parcel, if any.   

The primary purpose of the acquisition was to provide resource-based public outdoor 
recreation. 
3.  Description of the current level of public recreational use or public access of the 
parcel.  The use is resource-based public outdoor activities primarily consisting of 
bicycle, pedestrian and equestrian users. 
4.  Description of the natural resources, land cover, vegetation, habitat or natural 
community, if any, that are currently present on the parcel.  
The requested easements are located within disturbed areas adjacent to roadway 
ROWs and pass through former railroad ROWs dominated by non-native pasture 
grasses adjacent to the paved portions of the state trail. 
5.  Description and list of the imperiled and other wildlife species, if any, that occur on or 
use the parcel.   
Gopher tortoises are commonly found in open areas adjacent to the paved portions of 
the state trail. Disturbance of gopher tortoises and their burrows are regulated by FWC. 
6) Description and list of historical or archaeological resources, if any, that occur or have 
the potential of occurring on the site.   
GI00114 – ACL Railroad (Nature Coast State Trail) linear resource 
GI00115 – SR 26 (Wade) St. linear resource 
LV00826 – ACL Railroad/Nature Coast Trail linear resource 
7) Formal alternative siting analysis that includes a description and assessment of other 
potential alternative sites and why they are not feasible or practicable alternatives. 
NONE PROVIDED 
8) Assessment of the impacts the proposed alternative use will have on the 
natural/historical/archaeological/recreational resources, if any, as well as on the current 
public use and purpose for the site or parcel.   
Impacts to recreation and natural resources should be minimal. Impacts to historical and 
archaeological resources may depend on construction methods. 
9) Assessment of the potential impacts on the larger area of conservation lands the 
parcel is located within (park, wildlife management area, forest trail, etc.) and on any 
surrounding conservation lands, if any.   
Minimal impacts. 
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10) Assessment of how the proposed package of consideration and net positive benefit 
(NPB) for the requested alternative use of the parcel, such as the generally standard 
requirement for replacement land (depending on the parcel’s size), will offset the impacts 
and benefit the larger area of conservation lands (park, forest, wildlife management 
area, trail system, etc.) the parcel is within and particularly how it will offset the impacts 
or benefit the natural/historical/archaeological resources, habitat and public recreational 
uses of the public conservation area the parcel is located within. 
The proposed NPB payment to the Park is 1.5 x the appraised value of the requested 
easement area.  As minimal impacts to the affected trail area are expected, the NPB will 
be used for areas designated for improvement within the Park.  
 

It will be the responsibility of the managing agency on whose property a non-conservation or 
non-public recreation use is proposed to have staff at ARC meetings who will be able to answer 
questions about the effect of that proposed use on the lands that they manage and about their 
justification for agreeing to allow it.  BPLA staff will continue to present the items but managing 
agency staff should be ready to answer any questions related to the resources and recreation 
on the site and the effects of proposed uses. 
 
 
Completed and Submitted by: 
 
Mebane Cory-Ogden, Park Manager 
Nature Coast State Trail 
Mebane.Cory-Ogden@FloridaDEP.gov  
(305) 493-6737 
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