April 18, 2023

Florida Department of Environmental Protection
Conservation Management

3900 Commonwealth Blvd

Tallahassee, FL 32399

RE:  Tequesta Park Conservation Management Plan
Martin County, Florida

To Whom It May Concern,

Please find (attached) the Tequesta Park Conservation Management Plan Form and Supporting
Environmental Document for your review, per the requirements of Chapters 253.034, 259.032,
259.105, and rule 18-2.021. The Village of Tequesta leases this land from the Florida Department of
Environmental Protection. The Village of Tequesta would like to propose improvements to the park.
No significant adverse impacts to protected species, cultural and/or natural resources, are anticipated
based on our review of the project area. Please contact me at (561) 421-1995 or tori.bacheler@kimley-
horn.com should you have any questions or comments regarding the attached submittal.

Sincerely,
1019 Biohelon

Tori Bacheler
Environmental Scientist

cc: Jeremy Allen, Village of Tequesta
Greg Corbitt, Village of Tequesta

kimley horn.com 1920 Wekiva Way Suite 200, West Palm Beach FL 33411 561 845 0665


https://horn.com
mailto:tori.bacheler@kimley

Conservation Management Plan

This management plan form is intended for Board of Trustees leases and subleases of conservation
properties that are 160 acres or less. It is intended to address the requirements of Chapter 253.034,
259.032, 259.105, and rule 18-2.021. Attachments to, or expansion of this form are welcome, if
the space provided below is not sufficient. Please answer all of the items below and number all
attachments and reference them in the appropriate location below. You are under no obligation
to use this form. Any plan format is acceptable, provided it includes all of the appropriate items
from the above mentioned statutes and rule. This form is available in electronic format upon
request. For additional information pertaining to management plans, please visit the Division
of State Lands Stewardship page on the web at

e londaden.goviandsienvironmental-services/conteni/land-stewardship.

A. General Information

1. Common Name of the Property: _Tequesta Park

2. Lease Number: 4505

3. Acres: 40.70

4. Managing Agency: Village of Tequesta

5. Provide an executive summary/description of this property that includes a brief
description of the resources, uses and proposed uses, outstanding features etc.

Tequesta Park is a 40.70-acre site located in Martin County, with the address of 2280 County
Line Road, Jupiter, FL 33469. The site is located in Section 19, Township 40 South, Range 43
East, Martin County, Florida. See Appendix A for a Project Location Map.

The Village of Tequesta, whom maintains and operates the Park, is proposing recreational
updates and improvements to Tequesta Park, including the construction of a community gar-
den, splash pad, multi-use field, pavilion shaded playground, and sand volleyball courts. Im-
provements also include redoing the existing baseball field and softball fields.

The current active recreation resources that can be found within Tequesta Park include one
baseball field, two softball fields, two basketball courts, two tennis courts, six pickle ball courts, a
small/large dog park, pavilion, maintenance shed, caretaker home, and walking trail.

The site comprises of two distinct land uses/vegetative cover types: sand pine and recreational.
Species within the sand pine are thriving, and exhibits natural recruitment of native species.
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6. Attach a map showing the location and boundaries of the property including:
a) The location and type of structures or improvements currently on the property. (Appendix B)

b) The location and type of proposed improvements. Appendix_C

7. Attach a map showing the proximity of this managed area to other conservation areas
within 10 miles. Appendix_D

8. Please attach a legal description of the property. Appendix L

9. Provide a physical description of the land including a quantitative data description of
the land which includes an inventory of forest and other natural resource, exotic and
invasive plants, hydrologic features, infrastructure including recreational facilities, and
other significant land, cultural or historical features.

A site review was performed on January 25, 2023, during which Kimley-Horn biologists
mapped onsite habitats and performed an assessment of the lease area. A physical
description of the lease area is provided in the Ecological Report. Habitats were mapped on-
site and a land use/land cover map is included in Appendix E.

10. A brief description of soil types, attaching USDA maps when available.

According to the United States Department of Agriculture Natural Resources Conservation Service
(USDA-NRCS), one soil unit is mapped as occurring within the lease area: Paola and St. Lucie.
Further description of the soil map unit, and soils figure (Appendix F) are provided in the Ecological
Report.

11. Is the property adjacent to an aquatic preserve or designated area of critical state
concern?  YES NO X

If YES, please identify:
Although there are no aquatic preserves or designated areas of critical concerns on or adjacent
to the property, the Jensen Beach to Jupiter Inlet Aquatic Preserve is approximately 0.21 miles
to the east of the property.
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12. Was the property acquired by a conservation land acquisition program? If YES, please
identify.

No, this property was not acquired by a conservation land acquisition program.

13. Do any agency-specific statute requirements or legislative/executive directives
constrain the use of the property? (These restrictions can frequently be found in the lease)

YES_ X NO

If YES, please identify

Please see attached lease agreement, Appendix M, which states the following: “conservation and protec
tion of natural and historical resources and for resource based public outdoor activities and education
which are compatible with the conservation and protection of these public lands.”

14. Are there any reservations or encumbrances on the property?
YES NO X

If YES, please identify:

B. Natural and Cultural Resources

15. Are there any archeological or historical sites on this property? YES NO _X
If YES,
A) How do you plan to locate, protect and preserve these resources?

Kimley-Horn requested an inquiry from the Department of State, State Historic Preservation Officer (SHPO) Di-
vision of Historical Resources Florida Master Site File (FMSF) regarding the presence of known historical or ar-
chaeological findings on, or in the immediate vicinity of, the project site. Please see attached Ecological Report
for more information.

B) Please describe the actions the agency plans to take to locate and identify unknown
Resources such as surveys of unknown archeological or historical sites.

Please see attached Ecological Report.
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16. Are there any buildings on the property that are fifty or more years old?
YES NO_ X If YES,

A) Please Identify:

B) Have these buildings been evaluated by a historian or historic architect to
determine their historical and/or architectural significance. If YES, please
identify both the building(s) and the evaluators(s):

No - Not Applicable

C) Please state whether any such buildings are listed in the Florida Master Site File,
National Register of Historic Places or a local register of historic places and
identify such buildings.

No - Not Applicable

By law, the managing agency must consult with the Division of Historical Resources with
regard to any proposed land clearing or ground disturbing activities or with regard to any
proposed rehabilitation, restoration or demolition of structures 50 or more years old. Please
contact the Division of Historic Resources if you would like to obtain information on
archeological/historical sites.

Division of Historical Resources
Florida Department of State
R.A. Gray Building, MS-8
Tallahassee, Florida 32399
(850) 245-6312

17. Please identify natural resources on the property that are listed in the Florida Natural Ar-
eas Inventory.

The Florida Natural Areas Inventory (FNAI) identifies a documented occurrence of the Florida

scrub-jay (Aphelocoma coerulescens), gopher tortoise (Gopherus polyphemus), and
leatherback sea turtle (Dermochelys coriacea) on, or within the vicinity of, the site. Please see
attached Ecological Report for more information. The FNAI Report is included in Appendix H.
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18. Are any imperiled natural communities, unique natural features, or any State and
federally listed endangered or threatened plant or animal species, on site?
YES_ > NO

If YES, please provide a specific description of how you plan to identify, locate, protect
and preserve these species.

Please see attached Ecological Report.

If you would like further information regarding natural resources or endangered species
please contact the Florida Natural Areas Inventory (FNAI).

Florida Natural Areas Inventory
1018 Thomasville Road, Suite 200-C
Tallahassee, Florida 32303

(850) 224-8207

19. Please identify the water resources including swamps, marshes or other wetlands, on
the property including the water quality classification for each water body and if the water
body has been designated “Outstanding Florida Waters”.

Please see attached Ecological Report.

20. Are any known mineral resources, such as oil, gas and phosphates, or any unique
natural features, such as coral reefs, beaches, dunes, natural springs, caverns, large
sinkholes, virgin timber stands, scenic vistas, and natural rivers and streams, and
outstanding native landscapes containing relatively unaltered flora, fauna, and geological
features on site? YES NO

If YES, Please identify and provide locations of these resources on a map.
N/A
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21. Are there fish or wildlife resources (both game and non-game) on the property?
YES X NO If YES, please describe:

Game species that have been observed on the property include white-tailed deer (Odocoileus
virginanus). No hunting or fishing is allowed on the property. Please see attached Ecological
Report for more information related to fish and wildlife resources.

C. Use of the Property

22. Please provide a statement of the purpose for which the lands were acquired, the
projected use or uses as defined in Chapter 253.034, Florida Statutes, and the statutory
authority you have for such uses.

Tequesta Park is a 41.1-acre parcel that was acquired to be managed by the Village of Tequesta. The
property will be managed for the conservation and protection of natural resources and for resource based
public outdoor activities and education which are compatible with the conservation and protection of these
public lands.

23. Please state the desired outcome for this property, and key management activities
necessary to achieve the desired outcome, including public access.

The Village of Tequesta is proposing to add additional active recreation opportunities to the property.
Additionally, key management activities include sport field maintenance and landscaping.

24. Please state the single or multiple uses currently made of the property and if the
property is single use, please provide an analysis of its potential for multiple-use.

Single Multiple K usels is/are:

Currently, there are multiple uses for the property. The property contains facilities for leisure, sport, and
educational activities. There are several sport courts, a Girls Scout building, pavilion, and dog park.

25. Were multiple uses considered butnot adopted? YES NO X

If YES, please describe why:
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26. Please provide an analysis of the potential use of private land managers to facilitate
the restoration or management of these lands.

The Park is part of the community and is well-loved and used by the residents of Tequesta. The Village is
maintaining the Park for active recreation. As a result, the Village of Tequesta would like to continue
management of this Park.

27. Please provide an analysis of the potential of the property to generate revenues to
enhance the management of the property.

Tequesta park generates revenues in the form of field rentals, pavilion rentals, special
event/tournament rentals, and instruction contracts. This rental revenue facilitates the restoration
and management of the park. Revenue received during 2022 was approximately $4,820.67.

28. Describe the projected, current and recent past uses of the property, and any
unauthorized uses, if known.

The property is currently used for a variety of purposes. A number of leisure, sport, and educa-

tional facilities are located on the property. In addition, there are several sport courts, a Girls
Scout building, a pavilion, and a dog park. There area no known unauthorized uses of the

property.

29. Do the planned uses impact renewable and non-renewable resources on the property?
YES NO

If YES, please describe what specific activities will be taken to protect or enhance and
conserve those resources and to compensate/mitigate the damage that is caused by the
impacting use.

30. Should any parcels of land within or adjacent to the property be purchased because they
are essential to management of the property? YES NO X
If YES, please attach a map of this area. Appendix

31. Are there any portions of this property no longer needed for your use?

YES NO X If YES, please attach a map of this area.
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32. Please describe what public uses and public access that would be consistent with the
purpose for which this property was acquired.

The use of this property is for the conservation and protection of natural and historical resources
and for resource-based public outdoor activities and education which are compatible with the
conservation and protection of these public lands. The public uses and public access that would
be consistent with the purpose is the multiple recreation areas, pavilion for hosting public and
private parties or educational events, and the Girl Scout building for educational events.

33. Assess the feasibility of managing the lands >40 contiguous acres as a recipient site
for gopher tortoises consistent with rules of the Fish and Wildlife Conservation
Commission, as prepared by the agency or cooperatively with a Fish and Wildlife
Conservation Commission wildlife biologist.

The site is just over 40 acres in size. However, this site would not be suitable as a gopher tortoise recipient site.
Although there is suitable habitat for the gopher tortoise within the sand pine, a majority of the site is actually devel-
oped recreational areas (basketball courts, tennis courts, baseball field, parking area, etc). These areas would not be
suitable habitat for the gopher tortoise and these developed areas comprise about 20 acres of the site. Therefore,
there is only approximately 20 acres that would be suitable gopher tortoise habitat. Therefore, this site would not be
a suitable tortoise recipient site.

34. Economic feasibility of establishing a gopher tortoise recipient site, including the
initial cost, recurring management costs and the revenue projections.

As stated above, there is only approximately 20 acres of suitable gopher tortoise habitat onsite and there-
fore would not be a suitable tortoise recipient site.

D. Management Activities

35. If more than one agency manages this property, describe the management
responsibilities of each agency and how such responsibilities will be coordinated.

The Village of Tequesta is the only managing agency.

36. Please discuss management needs and problems on the property including
conservation of soil and water resources and control and prevention of soil erosion and
water and soil contamination.

There currently are no management needs on this property. This Park is managed well. There is routine
landscape maintenance and sports field maintenance onsite. Additionally, as there is a large vegetated
buffer surrounding the maintained areas, water and soil contamination are not an issue on this property.
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37. ldentify adjacent land uses that will conflict with the planned use of this property, if
any.

No adjacent land uses will conflict with the planned use of this property.

38. Please describe measures used to prevent/control invasive, non-native plants.

Baseline monitoring for exotic/invasive plants species took place on January 25, 2023. Some exotic species are present
within the sand pine habitat. Exotic species included scattered Brazilian pepper and umbrella tree. The Village of
Tequesta intends to conduct an initial exotic treatment within two years. Treatment includes the use of hydro-axe and
herbicide/treat in place. Following this initial treatment, vegetation monitoring for exotics will take place at least every
two years and treatment will be conducted as needed to control the re-growth of exotic/invasive species.

39. Was there any public or local government involvement / participation in the
development of this plan?  YES_X NO If YES, please describe:

An extensive Public Involvement program was implemented for input from the public for the
master plan of this Park and other Village of Tequesta parks. Public involvement started in
October 2021 and ended in April 2022 and included a community survey, 20 interviews with
residents, 4 kiosks at Village events, 7 design open houses, 5 public meetings, and a conceptual
drawings exhibit and survey at the Village Hall lobby. Based on input received from this survey,
the proposed site plan was created (Appendix C).
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40. If an arthropod control plan has been established for this property, please include it as
an attachment. (Attachment ) If one does not exist, provide a statement as to what
arrangement exists between the local mosquito control district and the managing agency.
See Chapter 388.4111 regarding mosquito control on public lands.

Control of mosquitoes is provided by Martin County. Mosquito Control actively reduces mosquito populations
throughout the County which helps to reduce the transmission of diseases.

41. Management Goals — The following 8 goals may not all be applicable to your site.
Write N/A where appropriate. Also, please add as many goals, objectives, and
measures as you wish.

o Timeframe Expenses and
Core Objectives Measure 2 yrs = Short Term Manpower
10 yrs = Long Term Budget
Habitat restoration and improvement (Description):
This property has been divided into multiple treatment sections for exotic/invasive species control. To minimize impacts
to the Park, including both listed species and the visiting public, exotic species control will take place within one section
at a time. The Village intends to conduct the first treatment event within two years. Monitoring for exotic/invasive species
will occur at least every two years and treatment will continue to occur as needed. A Goal for the Village will be for the
entire Park (approximately 20 acres) to be treated for exotics within 10 years.
Within 2 yrs Expense
Prescribe burn acres burned per — %
acres per year year Within 10 yrs gersonnel
o i I Expense
Maintain acres per | ﬁaerelstwnhltn Within 2 yrs % P Person
year within target fire return Iré return interval targe s
interval. Within 10 yrs
. . I Expense
Conduct habitat/natural 5 acres with Within 2 yrs $ 28 650 Person
community improvement on |restoration underway s
20  acres Within 10 yrs X
i - Expense
Conduct _habltat/nat_ural Within 2 yrs p
community restoration acres $
activities on restored Within 10 yrs Personnel
acres. — 1%
Conduct timber harvest for Within 2 vrs Expense
the purposes of habitat acres s — $
restoration on harvested Within 10 yrs Personnel
acres — 1%
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Public access and recreational opportunities (Description):

Recreational opportunities will continue to be a priority for the Village of Tequesta. The
Master Plan for the Park indicates new recreational facilities at this Park (splash pad, new
pavilion, shaded playground, and a community garden).

Maintain public access and

3

recreational opportunities to 200 visitor Within2yrs gxpense
allow for a recreational "
carrying capacity of opportunities/day Within 10 yrs gersonnel
visitors per day
Develop additional public
access and recreational 300 visitor Within2yrs géggrﬁ% Be Determined
opportunities to allow for a " —————
carrying capacity of opportunities/day Within 10 yrs)L gersonnel
visitors/day
i i . Expense
Continue to provide Within 2 yrs s p
interpretive/education interpretive/education Within 10 yrs Personnel
programs programs $
Develop new Within2yrs gxpense
interpretive/education interpretive/education Personnel
programs programs Within 10 yrs $

This section is not applicable for the Park due to lack of hydrological features within the

Park.

Conduct or obtain a site Within 2 vrs Expense
assessment/study to identify |Assessment conducted? s $
potential hydrology restoration |Y N Within 10 yrs Personnel
needs i $
___acres for which
hydrologic restoration is
Restore natural hydrologic underway (planning, Within 2yrs __ gxpense
condition and functions to grant writing, earth Personnel
acres on site moving, etc.) Within 10 yrs ____ $
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acres for which - Expense
natural hydrologic Within 2.yrs ___ $
conditions and function Within 10 yrs Personnel
are restored $

inable forest management (Description):

This section is not applicable for the Park due to lack of forests within the Park.

Prepare& implement a
silviculture management S
plan including reforestation, Silviculture management Within2yrs _ Expense
: : plan complete? Y__ N $
harvesting, prescribed Personnel
burning, restoration, and acres treated Within 10 yrs __ $
timber stand improvement
activities and goals.
Develop and implement a
process for conducting
stand descriptions and
forest inventory including a
GIS database containing Complete GIS database Within 2 vrs Expense
forest stands, roads & other |and re-inventory all s _— $
attributes (including but not |attributes every 3-5 years - Personnel
limited to: threatened & or as needed. Within 10 yrs __ $
endangered species,
archeological resources,
exotic species locations,
historical areas)
. Expense
acres of forest Within 2.yrs __ $
inventoried annually Within 10 yrs gersonnel

: L : : I

See Goal #1 above. Exotic/invasive baseline monitoring took place on January 25, 2023.
Scattered exotic species have been identified within the sand pine habitat (approximately
20 acres). Of the 20 acres of sand pine habitat, exotic coverage was estimated at 10%.
Exotic/invasive species control will take place within the Park over the next 10 years. Mon-

itoring for exotic species will also take place at least every two years.
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Annually treat_5  acres

of EPPC Category | and Lacres treated Hinnzyre — g ngnggo
Category Il invasive exotic Within 10 yrs x_ Per_so'W
plant species. $

Implemeqt control measures spe—ciesnfl:)IrS amﬁghaggn?r)écl)tlc Within 2yrs g xpense

on exotic _ and nuisance|.asures are N Personnel
animal species implemented Within 10 yrs ____ $

|6 Capital facilities and infrastructure (Description:

The Park contains a recreational trail on the outer perimeter of the site. The Village of Tequesta in-
tends to maintain the trail. A Goal for the Village is to ensure the trail is free of debris and vegetation
to allow visitors to utilize the trail. Although this is on-going maintenance, the Village will continue to
maintain the trail and will achieve this goal within the next two years.

To Tn?llgéaé? oads f:r?('j“t'es’ facilities, miles |Within 2 yrs X |Expense

N Or . . ’ . . 3y i i

0.90miles of trails existing roa.d? g miles trails thin 10 §_5_,D_0_0_|

on site (as applicable) maintaine Within 10 yrs $ersonne

To conri’?:’gscto_f o d;a(;”r']t'jes' facilities, Within2yrs __ |Expense

T hiles of trails (és miles roads, miles $

Mcable) trails constructed Within 10 yrs ____ |Personnel
$

To improve or repair

facilities. miles of facilities, Within2yrs __ |Expense

roads, and miles of miles roads, miles $

trails existing on site (as trails improved or repaired [Within 10 yrs ___ |Personnel

applicable) $

7 |Cultural and Historical resources (Description:

N/A
Ensure all known sites are o Expense
recorded in the FL Division Within2yrs ___ |¢

) . — of recorded sites
of Historical Resources Within 10 yrs gersonnel

Master Site file

Monitor recorded Within 2 vrs Expense

sites and send updates to of sites monitored s $

DHR Master Site file as Withi Personnel
ithin 10 yrs

needed $
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Bring___ of recorded
sites/cultural resources into
good condition

of sites in good
condition

Within2yrs

Within 10 yrs

Expense
$

Personnel

(Description:

Imperiled species have been identified within the Park, including the gopher tortoise and the Florida scrub-jay.
Other listed species that could potentially occur within the Park (but were not observed) include the eastern indigo
snake. Exotic vegetation control will help to improve habitat for all three listed species. For example, exotic vegeta-
tion could out compete native species such as scrub live oak, which the Florida scrub-jay relies on for survival.

Develop baseline imperiled |Baseline imperiled species |Within 2 yrs ____ gxpense
species occurrence occurrence inventory list Personnel
inventory list complete Y X N Within 10 yrs ___ $
Dg\:gé%pl)sr?grnltorlng impeniea species |Within 2 yrs i gxge(?gg
% selected imperiled for which monitoring Personnel
— P protocols are developed  [Within 10 yrs
species $
Implement monitoring species for which Within2yrs _ gxpense
protocols for — o ;
imperiled species monitoring is ongoing Within 10 yrs gersonnel
[If applicable, provide
additional measurable
ggje(;:iﬂveéS)elg(rag-esWe%rific Examples: Project- Expense

gong sp SP specific quantity, Within2yrs _ P
management activities f_or of nest boxes. # of $
each of the prlor_lty SPECIES individuals introduced or | Within 10 yrs gersonnel
such as population )

. trans-located, etc.

augmentation,
translocations, nest box
projects, etc.]

42. Costs
Activity Yearly Estimated Cost
Priority Cost Other Management Cost Cost Effective Methods
Resource $5,000 for listed species

Management

$28,650 for initial ex-
otic species control

surveys and management
protocols

Administration

$30,000

Support
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Capital Improvements

Cost is still being de-
veloped for the Master
Plan improvements

Recreation Visitor
Services

Law Enforcement
Activities

43. A finding regarding whether each planned use conforms to the appropriate policies
and guidelines of the State Lands Management Plan is required. The Plan can be found at
*xxxkxx*floridadep.gov/lands/environmental-services/content/land-stewardship, by writing
to the State of Florida Department of Environmental Protection, Division of State Lands,
Office of Environmental Services, 3900 Commonwealth Boulevard, Mail Station 140,
Tallahassee, Florida 32399-3000, or by calling (850) 245-2784. Does this plan conform

to the State Lands Management Plan?

ves X NO

44. Please provide the following contact information below:

Name: | Jeremy Allen
Managing Agency: |village of Tequesta

| 2280 S.E County Line Rd.
Address: | Tequesta, FL 33469

___Phone: | 561-768-0465
Email Address: | iallen@tequesta.org

Date Management Plan Prepared: April 18, 2023

Please send this completed form
and attachments to:

James.parker@dep.state.fl.us, Or
to: Division of State Lands
D.E.P. M.S. 140

3900 Commonwealth Blvd.
Tallahassee Fl. 32399-3000
850-245-3045
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Tequesta Park Ecological Report Appendix A

APPENDIX A
PROPERTY LOCATION MAP

April 2023






Tequesta Park Ecological Report Appendix B

APPENDIX B

EXISTING STRUCTURES MAP

April 2023
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APPENDIX C

PROPOSED SITE PLAN
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APPENDIX D

PROXIMITY TO CONSERVATION AREAS MAP
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APPENDIX E

FLORIDA LAND USE, COVER AND FORMS CLASSIFICATION SYSTEM
MAP

April 2023
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APPENDIX F

US DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE NATURAL RESOURCES
CONSERVATION SERVICE SOILS MAP

April 2023
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APPENDIX G

STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER CORRESPONDENCE
(MAP AND ROSTER)
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United States Department of the Interior

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE
Florida Ecological Services Field Office
1339 20th Street
Vero Beach, FL 32960-3559
Phone: (772) 562-3909 Fax: (772) 562-4288
Email Address: fw4flesregs@fws.gov
https://www.fws.gov/office/florida-ecological-services

In Reply Refer To: January 16, 2023
Project Code: 2023-0034359
Project Name: TEQESTA PARK

Subject: List of threatened and endangered species that may occur in your proposed project
location or may be affected by your proposed project

To Whom It May Concern:

The enclosed species list identifies threatened, endangered, proposed and candidate species, as
well as proposed and final designated critical habitat, that may occur within the boundary of your
proposed project and/or may be affected by your proposed project. The species list fulfills the
requirements of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) under section 7(c) of the
Endangered Species Act (Act) of 1973, as amended (16 U.S.C. 1531 et seq.).

New information based on updated surveys, changes in the abundance and distribution of
species, changed habitat conditions, or other factors could change this list. Feel free to contact us
if you need more current information or assistance regarding the potential impacts to federally
proposed, listed, and candidate species and federally designated and proposed critical habitat.
Please include your Project Code, listed at the top of this letter, in all subsequent
correspondence regarding this project. Please note that under 50 CFR 402.12(e) of the
regulations implementing section 7 of the Act, the accuracy of this species list should be verified
after 90 days. This verification can be completed formally or informally as desired. The Service
recommends that verification be completed by visiting the ECOS-IPaC website at regular
intervals during project planning and implementation for updates to species lists and information.
An updated list may be requested through the ECOS-IPaC system by completing the same
process used to receive the enclosed list.

The purpose of the Act is to provide a means whereby threatened and endangered species and the
ecosystems upon which they depend may be conserved. Under sections 7(a)(1) and 7(a)(2) of the
Act and its implementing regulations (50 CFR 402 et seq.), Federal agencies are required to
utilize their authorities to carry out programs for the conservation of threatened and endangered
species and to determine whether projects may affect threatened and endangered species and/or
designated critical habitat.
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A Biological Assessment is required for construction projects (or other undertakings having
similar physical impacts) that are major Federal actions significantly affecting the quality of the
human environment as defined in the National Environmental Policy Act (42 U.S.C. 4332(2)
(c)). For projects other than major construction activities, the Service suggests that a biological
evaluation similar to a Biological Assessment be prepared to determine whether the project may
affect listed or proposed species and/or designated or proposed critical habitat. Recommended
contents of a Biological Assessment are described at 50 CFR 402.12.

If a Federal agency determines, based on the Biological Assessment or biological evaluation, that
listed species and/or designated critical habitat may be affected by the proposed project, the
agency is required to consult with the Service pursuant to 50 CFR 402. In addition, the Service
recommends that candidate species, proposed species and proposed critical habitat be addressed
within the consultation. More information on the regulations and procedures for section 7
consultation, including the role of permit or license applicants, can be found in the "Endangered
Species Consultation Handbook" at:

http://www.fws.gov/endangered/esa-library/pdf/TOC-GLOS.PDF

Migratory Birds: In addition to responsibilities to protect threatened and endangered species
under the Endangered Species Act (ESA), there are additional responsibilities under the
Migratory Bird Treaty Act (MBTA) and the Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act (BGEPA) to
protect native birds from project-related impacts. Any activity, intentional or unintentional,
resulting in take of migratory birds, including eagles, is prohibited unless otherwise permitted by
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (50 C.F.R. Sec. 10.12 and 16 U.S.C. Sec. 668(a)). For more
information regarding these Acts see https://www.fws.gov/birds/policies-and-regulations.php.

The MBTA has no provision for allowing take of migratory birds that may be unintentionally
killed or injured by otherwise lawful activities. It is the responsibility of the project proponent to
comply with these Acts by identifying potential impacts to migratory birds and eagles within
applicable NEPA documents (when there is a federal nexus) or a Bird/Eagle Conservation Plan
(when there is no federal nexus). Proponents should implement conservation measures to avoid
or minimize the production of project-related stressors or minimize the exposure of birds and
their resources to the project-related stressors. For more information on avian stressors and
recommended conservation measures see https://www.fws.gov/birds/bird-enthusiasts/threats-to-
birds.php.

In addition to MBTA and BGEPA, Executive Order 13186: Responsibilities of Federal Agencies
to Protect Migratory Birds, obligates all Federal agencies that engage in or authorize activities
that might affect migratory birds, to minimize those effects and encourage conservation measures
that will improve bird populations. Executive Order 13186 provides for the protection of both
migratory birds and migratory bird habitat. For information regarding the implementation of
Executive Order 13186, please visit https://www.fws.gov/birds/policies-and-regulations/
executive-orders/e0-13186.php.

We appreciate your concern for threatened and endangered species. The Service encourages
Federal agencies to include conservation of threatened and endangered species into their project
planning to further the purposes of the Act. Please include the Consultation Code in the header of
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this letter with any request for consultation or correspondence about your project that you submit
to our office.

Attachment(s):

= Official Species List
USFWS National Wildlife Refuges and Fish Hatcheries
Migratory Birds

Marine Mammals
Wetlands
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Official Species List

This list is provided pursuant to Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act, and fulfills the
requirement for Federal agencies to "request of the Secretary of the Interior information whether
any species which is listed or proposed to be listed may be present in the area of a proposed
action".

This species list is provided by:

Florida Ecological Services Field Office
1339 20th Street

Vero Beach, FL 32960-3559

(772) 562-3909
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Project Summary

Project Code: 2023-0034359
Project Name: TEQESTA PARK
Project Type: Conservation Agreement

Project Description: TEQESTA PARK

Project Location:
Approximate location of the project can be viewed in Google Maps: https://
www.google.com/maps/@26.972577049999998,-80.09261071997861,14z

Counties: Martin County, Florida


www.google.com/maps/@26.972577049999998,-80.09261071997861,14z



https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/4469
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/3951
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/6049
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/1763
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/8630



https://ipac.ecosphere.fws.gov/project/GANVBFDFWRCA3LKPF3EALDFQYI
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/8477
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/6039
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/6174
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/10477
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/8250



https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/9743
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/3797
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/6652
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/4837
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/1110
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/1493
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/3656
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/6199
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/646
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/6604
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/776



https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/7516
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USFWS National Wildlife Refuge Lands And Fish
Hatcheries

Any activity proposed on lands managed by the National Wildlife Refuge system must undergo a
'Compatibility Determination' conducted by the Refuge. Please contact the individual Refuges to
discuss any questions or concerns.

THERE ARE NO REFUGE LANDS OR FISH HATCHERIES WITHIN YOUR PROJECT AREA.
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Migratory Birds

Certain birds are protected under the Migratory Bird Treaty Act! and the Bald and Golden Eagle
Protection Act?.

Any person or organization who plans or conducts activities that may result in impacts to
migratory birds, eagles, and their habitats should follow appropriate regulations and consider
implementing appropriate conservation measures, as described below.

1. The Migratory Birds Treaty Act of 1918.
2. The Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act of 1940.
3. 50 C.F.R. Sec. 10.12 and 16 U.S.C. Sec. 668(a)

The birds listed below are birds of particular concern either because they occur on the
USFWS Birds of Conservation Concern (BCC) list or warrant special attention in your
project location. To learn more about the levels of concern for birds on your list and how this
list is generated, see the FAQ below. This is not a list of every bird you may find in this location,
nor a guarantee that every bird on this list will be found in your project area. To see exact
locations of where birders and the general public have sighted birds in and around your project
area, visit the E-bird data mapping tool (Tip: enter your location, desired date range and a species
on your list). For projects that occur off the Atlantic Coast, additional maps and models detailing
the relative occurrence and abundance of bird species on your list are available. Links to
additional information about Atlantic Coast birds, and other important information about your
migratory bird list, including how to properly interpret and use your migratory bird report, can be
found below.

For guidance on when to schedule activities or implement avoidance and minimization measures
to reduce impacts to migratory birds on your list, click on the PROBABILITY OF PRESENCE
SUMMARY at the top of your list to see when these birds are most likely to be present and
breeding in your project area.

BREEDING
NAME SEASON
American Kestrel Falco sparverius paulus Breeds Apr 1 to

This is a Bird of Conservation Concern (BCC) only in particular Bird Conservation Regions Aug 31
(BCRs) in the continental USA
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/9587

American Oystercatcher Haematopus palliatus Breeds Apr 15
This is a Bird of Conservation Concern (BCC) throughout its range in the continental USA  to Aug 31
and Alaska.
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/8935



https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/8935
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/9587
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NAME

Bachman's Sparrow Aimophila aestivalis
This is a Bird of Conservation Concern (BCC) throughout its range in the continental USA
and Alaska.
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/6177

Bald Eagle Haliaeetus leucocephalus
This is not a Bird of Conservation Concern (BCC) in this area, but warrants attention
because of the Eagle Act or for potential susceptibilities in offshore areas from certain types
of development or activities.

Black Skimmer Rynchops niger
This is a Bird of Conservation Concern (BCC) throughout its range in the continental USA
and Alaska.
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/5234

Chimney Swift Chaetura pelagica
This is a Bird of Conservation Concern (BCC) throughout its range in the continental USA
and Alaska.

Great Blue Heron Ardea herodias occidentalis
This is a Bird of Conservation Concern (BCC) only in particular Bird Conservation Regions
(BCRs) in the continental USA

Gull-billed Tern Gelochelidon nilotica
This is a Bird of Conservation Concern (BCC) throughout its range in the continental USA
and Alaska.

https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/9501

King Rail Rallus elegans
This is a Bird of Conservation Concern (BCC) throughout its range in the continental USA
and Alaska.
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/8936

Lesser Yellowlegs Tringa flavipes
This is a Bird of Conservation Concern (BCC) throughout its range in the continental USA
and Alaska.
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/9679

Magnificent Frigatebird Fregata magnificens
This is a Bird of Conservation Concern (BCC) only in particular Bird Conservation Regions
(BCRs) in the continental USA

Painted Bunting Passerina ciris
This is a Bird of Conservation Concern (BCC) only in particular Bird Conservation Regions
(BCRs) in the continental USA

Prairie Warbler Dendroica discolor
This is a Bird of Conservation Concern (BCC) throughout its range in the continental USA
and Alaska.

BREEDING
SEASON

Breeds May 1 to
Sep 30

Breeds Sep 1 to
Jul 31

Breeds May 20
to Sep 15

Breeds Mar 15
to Aug 25

Breeds Jan 1 to
Dec 31

Breeds May 1 to
Jul 31

Breeds May 1 to
Sep 5

Breeds
elsewhere

Breeds Oct 1 to
Apr 30

Breeds Apr 25
to Aug 15

Breeds May 1 to
Jul 31


https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/9679
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/8936
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/9501
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/5234
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/6177



https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/8938
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/9480
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/7617
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How is the probability of presence score calculated? The calculation is done in three steps:

1. The probability of presence for each week is calculated as the number of survey events in
the week where the species was detected divided by the total number of survey events for
that week. For example, if in week 12 there were 20 survey events and the Spotted Towhee
was found in 5 of them, the probability of presence of the Spotted Towhee in week 12 is
0.25.

2. To properly present the pattern of presence across the year, the relative probability of
presence is calculated. This is the probability of presence divided by the maximum
probability of presence across all weeks. For example, imagine the probability of presence
in week 20 for the Spotted Towhee is 0.05, and that the probability of presence at week 12
(0.25) is the maximum of any week of the year. The relative probability of presence on
week 12 is 0.25/0.25 = 1; at week 20 it is 0.05/0.25 = 0.2.

3. The relative probability of presence calculated in the previous step undergoes a statistical
conversion so that all possible values fall between 0 and 10, inclusive. This is the
probability of presence score.

Breeding Season ( )

Yellow bars denote a very liberal estimate of the time-frame inside which the bird breeds across
its entire range. If there are no yellow bars shown for a bird, it does not breed in your project
area.

Survey Effort (|)

Vertical black lines superimposed on probability of presence bars indicate the number of surveys
performed for that species in the 10km grid cell(s) your project area overlaps. The number of
surveys is expressed as a range, for example, 33 to 64 surveys.

No Data (-)
A week is marked as having no data if there were no survey events for that week.

Survey Timeframe

Surveys from only the last 10 years are used in order to ensure delivery of currently relevant
information. The exception to this is areas off the Atlantic coast, where bird returns are based on
all years of available data, since data in these areas is currently much more sparse.

probability of presence breeding season | survey effort — no data
SPECIES JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC
American Kestrel
American Kesuel || SN IO OO O b bk bbbk bbbk ++--m M NN AR
American
Oystercatcher 4+ 4+ 4 R e R bR - e

BCC Rangewide
(CON)
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Bachman's Sparrow
BCC Rangewide
(CON)

Bald Eagle
Non-BCC
Vulnerable

Black Skimmer
BCC Rangewide
(CON)

Chimney Swift
BCC Rangewide
(CON)

Great Blue Heron
BCC - BCR

Gull-billed Tern
BCC Rangewide
(CON)

King Rail
BCC Rangewide
(CON)

Lesser Yellowlegs
BCC Rangewide
(CON)

Magnificent
Frigatebird
BCC - BCR

Painted Bunting
BCC-BCR

SPECIES

Prairie Warbler
BCC Rangewide
(CON)

Red-headed
Woodpecker
BCC Rangewide
(CON)

Reddish Egret
BCC Rangewide
(CON)

Ruddy Turnstone
BCC - BCR

Short-billed
Dowitcher

BCC Rangewide
(CON)
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llow-tailed Ki
peomtanee® H+ H-H R O AR N o -+ e A

(CON)
ill
Aee Rangewice IR a4 oM -HH e I Wl o I oo
(CON)

Wilson's Plover

el e e i o L o L e O A A B B B R B B B B B B e e o o o o o e A S s
(CON)

Additional information can be found using the following links:

= Birds of Conservation Concern https://www.fws.gov/program/migratory-birds/species
* Measures for avoiding and minimizing impacts to birds https://www.fws.gov/library/
collections/avoiding-and-minimizing-incidental-take-migratory-birds

» Nationwide conservation measures for birds https:/www.fws.gov/sites/default/files/
documents/nationwide-standard-conservation-measures.pdf

Migratory Birds FAQ

Tell me more about conservation measures I can implement to avoid or minimize impacts
to migratory birds.

Nationwide Conservation Measures describes measures that can help avoid and minimize
impacts to all birds at any location year round. Implementation of these measures is particularly
important when birds are most likely to occur in the project area. When birds may be breeding in
the area, identifying the locations of any active nests and avoiding their destruction is a very
helpful impact minimization measure. To see when birds are most likely to occur and be breeding
in your project area, view the Probability of Presence Summary. Additional measures or permits
may be advisable depending on the type of activity you are conducting and the type of
infrastructure or bird species present on your project site.

What does IPaC use to generate the list of migratory birds that potentially occur in my
specified location?

The Migratory Bird Resource List is comprised of USFWS Birds of Conservation Concern
(BCC) and other species that may warrant special attention in your project location.

The migratory bird list generated for your project is derived from data provided by the Avian
Knowledge Network (AKN). The AKN data is based on a growing collection of survey, banding,
and citizen science datasets and is queried and filtered to return a list of those birds reported as
occurring in the 10km grid cell(s) which your project intersects, and that have been identified as
warranting special attention because they are a BCC species in that area, an eagle (Eagle Act
requirements may apply), or a species that has a particular vulnerability to offshore activities or
development.

Again, the Migratory Bird Resource list includes only a subset of birds that may occur in your
project area. It is not representative of all birds that may occur in your project area. To get a list
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of all birds potentially present in your project area, please visit the Rapid Avian Information
Locator (RAIL) Tool.

What does IPaC use to generate the probability of presence graphs for the migratory birds
potentially occurring in my specified location?

The probability of presence graphs associated with your migratory bird list are based on data
provided by the Avian Knowledge Network (AKN). This data is derived from a growing

collection of survey, banding, and citizen science datasets.

Probability of presence data is continuously being updated as new and better information
becomes available. To learn more about how the probability of presence graphs are produced and
how to interpret them, go the Probability of Presence Summary and then click on the "Tell me
about these graphs" link.

How do I know if a bird is breeding, wintering or migrating in my area?

To see what part of a particular bird's range your project area falls within (i.e. breeding,
wintering, migrating or year-round), you may query your location using the RAIL Tool and look
at the range maps provided for birds in your area at the bottom of the profiles provided for each
bird in your results. If a bird on your migratory bird species list has a breeding season associated
with it, if that bird does occur in your project area, there may be nests present at some point
within the timeframe specified. If "Breeds elsewhere" is indicated, then the bird likely does not
breed in your project area.

What are the levels of concern for migratory birds?
Migratory birds delivered through IPaC fall into the following distinct categories of concern:

1. "BCC Rangewide" birds are Birds of Conservation Concern (BCC) that are of concern
throughout their range anywhere within the USA (including Hawaii, the Pacific Islands,
Puerto Rico, and the Virgin Islands);

2. "BCC - BCR" birds are BCCs that are of concern only in particular Bird Conservation
Regions (BCRs) in the continental USA; and

3. "Non-BCC - Vulnerable" birds are not BCC species in your project area, but appear on
your list either because of the Eagle Act requirements (for eagles) or (for non-eagles)
potential susceptibilities in offshore areas from certain types of development or activities
(e.g. offshore energy development or longline fishing).

Although it is important to try to avoid and minimize impacts to all birds, efforts should be made,
in particular, to avoid and minimize impacts to the birds on this list, especially eagles and BCC
species of rangewide concern. For more information on conservation measures you can
implement to help avoid and minimize migratory bird impacts and requirements for eagles,
please see the FAQs for these topics.

Details about birds that are potentially affected by offshore projects

For additional details about the relative occurrence and abundance of both individual bird species
and groups of bird species within your project area off the Atlantic Coast, please visit the
Northeast Ocean Data Portal. The Portal also offers data and information about other taxa besides
birds that may be helpful to you in your project review. Alternately, you may download the bird
model results files underlying the portal maps through the NOAA NCCOS Integrative Statistical
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Modeling and Predictive Mapping of Marine Bird Distributions and Abundance on the Atlantic
Outer Continental Shelf project webpage.

Bird tracking data can also provide additional details about occurrence and habitat use
throughout the year, including migration. Models relying on survey data may not include this
information. For additional information on marine bird tracking data, see the Diving Bird Study
and the nanotag studies or contact Caleb Spiegel or Pam Loring.

What if I have eagles on my list?
If your project has the potential to disturb or kill eagles, you may need to obtain a permit to avoid
violating the Eagle Act should such impacts occur.

Proper Interpretation and Use of Your Migratory Bird Report

The migratory bird list generated is not a list of all birds in your project area, only a subset of
birds of priority concern. To learn more about how your list is generated, and see options for
identifying what other birds may be in your project area, please see the FAQ "What does IPaC
use to generate the migratory birds potentially occurring in my specified location". Please be
aware this report provides the "probability of presence" of birds within the 10 km grid cell(s) that
overlap your project; not your exact project footprint. On the graphs provided, please also look
carefully at the survey effort (indicated by the black vertical bar) and for the existence of the "no
data" indicator (a red horizontal bar). A high survey effort is the key component. If the survey
effort is high, then the probability of presence score can be viewed as more dependable. In
contrast, a low survey effort bar or no data bar means a lack of data and, therefore, a lack of
certainty about presence of the species. This list is not perfect; it is simply a starting point for
identifying what birds of concern have the potential to be in your project area, when they might
be there, and if they might be breeding (which means nests might be present). The list helps you
know what to look for to confirm presence, and helps guide you in knowing when to implement
conservation measures to avoid or minimize potential impacts from your project activities,
should presence be confirmed. To learn more about conservation measures, visit the FAQ "Tell
me about conservation measures I can implement to avoid or minimize impacts to migratory
birds" at the bottom of your migratory bird trust resources page.
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Marine Mammals

Marine mammals are protected under the Marine Mammal Protection Act. Some are also
protected under the Endangered Species Act! and the Convention on International Trade in
Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and FloraZ2.

The responsibilities for the protection, conservation, and management of marine mammals are
shared by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service [responsible for otters, walruses, polar bears,
manatees, and dugongs] and NOAA Fisheries? [responsible for seals, sea lions, whales, dolphins,
and porpoises]. Marine mammals under the responsibility of NOAA Fisheries are not shown on
this list; for additional information on those species please visit the Marine Mammals page of the
NOAA Fisheries website.

The Marine Mammal Protection Act prohibits the take of marine mammals and further
coordination may be necessary for project evaluation. Please contact the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service Field Office shown.

1. The Endangered Species Act (ESA) of 1973.

2. The Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora
(CITES) is a treaty to ensure that international trade in plants and animals does not
threaten their survival in the wild.

3. NOAA Fisheries, also known as the National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS), is an
office of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration within the Department of
Commerce.

NAME

West Indian Manatee Trichechus manatus
Species profile: https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/4469



https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/4469
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Wetlands

Impacts to NWI wetlands and other aquatic habitats may be subject to regulation under Section
404 of the Clean Water Act, or other State/Federal statutes.

For more information please contact the Regulatory Program of the local U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers District.

Please note that the NWI data being shown may be out of date. We are currently working to
update our NWI data set. We recommend you verify these results with a site visit to determine
the actual extent of wetlands on site.

THERE ARE NO WETLANDS WITHIN YOUR PROJECT AREA.
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IPaC User Contact Information
Agency: KH

Name: DEBORAH santos de azevedo
Address: 1920 WEKIVA WAY SUITE 200
City: WEST PALM

State: FL

Zip: 33411

Email deborah.santos@kimley-horn.com
Phone: 9548266691


mailto:deborah.santos@kimley-horn.com
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