Golf Course Requirements in Basin Management Action Plans (BMAPSs)
Questions (Q) and Answers (A) Summary
October 27, 2025, via GoTo Webinar
1:00 pm - 2:16 pm EDT
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Q&A

Questions about DEP Contacts

Q: How do I know who is my BMAP coordinator?
A: The presentation included a color-coded map of the BMAP areas and the associated

coordinator (see following page for a copy of the map). If you received an email from DEP about

the BMAP requirements, the person that contacted you is likely your BMAP coordinator. If you
are still unsure who is your BMAP coordinator, email BMAPProgram@FloridaDEP.gov with

your question and the name and address of your golf course and your coordinator will respond to

you.
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Figure 1. Map of the BMAP areas with the DEP coordinator names and contact details
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Q: Where are the BMAP offices located?
A: The DEP BMAP Program is based in Tallahassee, Florida and is part of the Division of
Environmental Assessment and Restoration (DEAR).

Questions About ldentifying Specific Golf Course Requirements and
Ownership

Q: The nutrient management plan must be submitted for all golf courses in these 2025 BMAP
areas —both publicly-owned and privately-owned?
A: Yes.

Q: If our golf course is managed by a third party, who is responsible for certification and
reporting?

A: The golf course owner is responsible for ensuring the course complies, but a management
company or third party is welcome to assist with compliance activities and reporting.

Q: Do publicly-owned golf courses include special districts that have a golf course as an
amenity?

A: This can differ depending on the BMAP, please contact your basin coordinator or email
BMAPProgram@ZFloridaDEP.gov include the BMAP your course is in, and the name and address

of your golf course in your email.

Q: If there is no BMAP established in our area, there is no need to submit any documents?
A: That is correct; golf courses located outside 2025 adopted BMAP areas do not need to
participate in BMAP reporting.

Q: Do the golf course best management practices (BMPs) get included with other BMPs for the
municipality?

A: Yes, if a municipality owns a golf course the nutrient loading from the course is attributed to
them and the BMPs would also be attributed to them.

Q: How do I tell if my golf course is located in a springs BMAP area?

A: If you are unsure of the BMAP type for your area, please contact your basin coordinator or
email BMAPProgram(@FloridaDEP.gov with your question, the BMAP your course is in, and the
name and address of your golf course.

Q: What is a geographic information system (GIS) shapefile and how do I get one?

A: A GIS is a type of software used to map data geographically, and the data files that it uses are
called “shapefiles.” GIS is particularly useful to compare, say, a golf course location compared to
a GIS shapefile of the BMAP areas, so you can easily see where the BMAP boundaries are
compared to your location.

Q: If the DEP is so focused on preserving our natural resources, what is being done to curb the
ever-increasing development within the state around the springs and basins? Why are former
conservation areas now being developed?
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A: Ultimately, it is up to the local governments to manage growth and the protections for their
local resources. The BMAPs have mechanisms and predictions to help address future growth and
acknowledge the benefits of conservation areas. Please refer to the applicable BMAP document
for your golf course and the load projection tables.

Q: Do local government (e.g., city- or county-owned) golf courses not need to submit an NMP
and just have to have the superintendent certifications?

A: Thank you for asking - that is incorrect. Publicly-owned golf courses must meet all the other
reporting requirements and have the superintendent certification.

Q: If a golf course within a municipality makes improvements, can the city in which that private
golf course is located get credit toward their municipal reduction targets/allocations?

A: In many cases, no. In springs areas, the municipality has their own reduction assignments and
privately-owned golf courses are separate from the city’s assignments. There may be some
relationships between municipalities and specific courses that necessitate a different approach.
Please talk to your basin coordinator if there are privately-owned courses related to the
associated local government and how shared activities may be associated with each entity’s
allocations and milestones.

Q: When will the golf course reporting begin?

A: Initial reporting to notify your BMAP coordinator of your superintendent’s Golf Course BMP
Program certification status, is required by January 14, 2026. Golf course requirements will
continue with the draft nutrient management plan due July 27, 2026, and annual reporting mid-
November 2026 to mid-January 2027. Local governments will continue their BMAP annual
reporting through the Statewide Annual Report process.

Questions about Golf Course Superintendent Certification

Q: If an assistant superintendent is certified, but the head superintendent is not, is that allowed?
A: In general, the head superintendent must be certified to be compliant, but if this is your
situation, you can discuss this with DEP on a case-by-case basis.

Q: My golf course is owned by the homeowners association (HOA) -- does that mean the
superintendent certification is not required?

A: For courses in springs BMAP areas, the superintendent must be certified, whether the course
is publicly- or privately-owned. In surface water BMAP areas, only superintendents of publicly-
owned courses must be certified, although all superintendents are encouraged to be certified.
Note that if your course is in both a spring and a surface water BMAP area, the spring
requirement applies. If the course is owned by an HOA, that is considered to be private
ownership.

Page 6 of 9



Q: If a golf course superintendent is not required to be certified (because it is a private course in
a surface water BMAP or in an area where the 2025 BMAP is not in effect) do we have to report
it?

A: You do not have to report the certification status if the superintendent certification is not
required for your golf course. You are, however, welcome to report and confirm that, for your
course, there is not a requirement.

Q: Is there an independent way to determine if a person is certified?
A: No. At the present time, a superintendent can reach out to Dr. Unruh (jbu@ufl.edu),
University of Florida, to check on their certification status.

Q: How do we report our Florida Golf Course BMP Certification status to DEP?

A: You report that information to your BMAP coordinator, preferably via email, and DEP will
track those responses. If you are uncertain who is your coordinator, you can email the general
email address here: BMAPProgram@FloridaDEP.gov.

Q: Would the superintendent be considered the Golf Course Director? Or would this be the
outside contractor that completes maintenance of the golf course, or both?

A: DEP would need to discuss that situation individually with the golf course staff if you do not
have a superintendent for your course, so the agency can ensure everyone is on track for their
requirements.

Q: Can you explain the difference between the January 14, 2026, and December 31, 2026,
certification requirements?

A: Applicable golf courses must report by January 14, 2026, to DEP whether their superintendent
is certified. If your superintendent is not yet certified and is required to be certified, they have
until December 31, 2026, to complete their certification. Applicable golf courses include all golf
courses in adopted 2025 springs BMAPs as well as publicly-owned golf courses in 2025 adopted
surface water BMAPs. Golf courses located outside the 2025 adopted BMAP areas do not
currently have these requirements. Some areas have 2025 BMAPs that are not yet adopted, so the
golf course requirements in these areas are not currently in effect, pending their full adoption.
Golf courses in these areas will be notified when the requirements go into effect.

Q: Where can I get a copy of the Florida Golf Course BMP Manual?
A: You can download the Golf Course BMP Manual from the University of Florida website here:
https://flgolfbmp.com/.
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Questions about Sampling and Nutrient Management Plans

Q: Do we have to pay for soil sampling or is sampling performed by the University of Florida or
fertilizer/chemical vendors sufficient? Will clubs be held responsible for paying for sampling to
be done?

A: It is the owner’s responsibility to ensure the sampling is performed according to UF-
IFAS/DEP recommendations or standard industry practice and provide the results to DEP. DEP
does not track who pays for the sampling, so those arrangements are up to you.

Q: At multi-course facilities, are all courses required to sample?
A: Yes, the sampling requirement is for each course.

Q: Do you want samples from all areas of the golf course — greens, tees, fairways, and rough?
A: The nutrient management plan allows each course to describe their own approach(s) for
sampling. Past results must be provided with the NMP and then new results included in the
annual reporting.

Q: What is tissue sampling?

A: Tissue sampling refers to measuring the nutrient content of plant tissue from turfgrass or other
ground cover. Some plant material is collected and then sent to a laboratory for plant tissue
analysis. The results can help determine how much fertilizer is needed. There is more
information about tissue analysis in the Golf Course BMP Manual.

Q: Does DEP provide sampling services/analysis?
A: No.

Q: Is there someone that can come to our course to help figure out how to do sampling?

A: The BMP manual offers some guidance on the “when” and “where” sampling should occur.
Additionally, Dr. Unruh (jbu(@ufl.edu), University of Florida, is working on building a “fact
sheet” offering guidance.

Q: When do the sampling requirements go into effect?

A: If a facility uses fertilizer rates greater than those in the BMP manuals, the facility is required
to conduct water quality monitoring prescribed by DEP or a WMD that demonstrates
compliance with water quality standards. The NMP requires facilities to submit information on
existing soil, water quality and/or tissue sampling. Soil and tissue sampling is already included
as recommendation in the existing Golf Course BMP Manual.
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Q: Do you have a list of engineers or other professionals who can do the sampling tests? Most
soil testing labs do not test for nitrogen as it is difficult to obtain accurate results. Where do you
recommend getting nitrogen testing for soils?

A: DEP does not have a list of specific vendors, but the links below may be helpful:

Laboratories Homepage

Florida Health Environmental Laboratories

Please note that Dr. Unruh (jbu@ufl.edu), University of Florida, is working on gathering this
type of guidance information.
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