
 

CHAPTER 62S-8 
STATEWIDE FLOODING AND SEA LEVEL RISE RESILIENCE PLAN 

62S-8.003 Project Scoring Criteria. 
(1) All projects eligible for inclusion in the Statewide Flooding and Sea Level Rise Resilience Plan by meeting the requirements 

in Section 380.093(5), F.S., will be reviewed by the Department. Each eligible project will be allocated points based on the tiered 
structure outlined in this rule and consistent with Section 380.093(5)(h), F.S. Total points awarded will determine the project rank. If 
an applicant fails to demonstrate it meets a specific scoring criteria by failing to satisfy all relevant requirements for that criteria set 
forth in this rule, that criteria will receive a score of zero. 

(2) The maximum number of points that may be awarded for Tier 1 criteria is 40 points. 
(a) Up to 810 points will be awarded for the degree to which the project addresses the risks posed by flooding and sea level rise. 

These points will be allocated in the following manner: 
1. Four Five points will be awarded if the project addresses risks posed by flooding or sea level rise either specifically identified 

in an existing comprehensive vulnerability assessment that shall be submitted to the Department with the proposal, or in the 
comprehensive statewide flood vulnerability and sea level rise assessment, once available. Prior to December 1, 2023, applicants 
without a comprehensive vulnerability assessment shall receive points based on risks posed by flooding or sea level rise identified in 
an assessment, report, evaluation, or other documentation of risk that analyzes the impacts of existing or future flooding or sea level 
rise; and 

2. Four five points will be awarded if the project addresses risks posed by compound flooding either specifically identified in an 
existing comprehensive vulnerability assessment that shall be submitted to the Department with the proposal, or in the 
comprehensive statewide flood vulnerability and sea level rise assessment, once available. Prior to December 1, 2023, applicants 
without a comprehensive vulnerability assessment shall receive points based on risks posed by flooding or sea level rise identified in 
an assessment, report, evaluation, or other documentation of risk that analyzes the impacts of existing or future flooding or sea level 
rise. 

(b) Eight Ten points will be awarded if the project reduces one or more risks to a regionally significant asset, as defined in 
Section 380.093(2)(e), F.S., or if the project adapts a regionally significant asset to help avoid such risk. For the purpose of this 
paragraph, adaptation of a regionally significant asset to avoid risk may include relocation of the asset outside the area(s) of flooding 
risk. 

(c) Up to 810 points will be awarded for reducing risk located in areas with a higher percentage of vulnerable critical assets. For 
the purpose of this paragraph, a vulnerable critical asset is a critical asset identified in a comprehensive vulnerability assessment as 
having one or more risks due to flooding or sea level rise. Higher frequency storm events analyzed that are beyond the requirements 
of Section 380.093(3)(d), F.S., shall not be used to establish the percentages in these criteria. Prior to December 1, 2023, for 
applicants without a comprehensive vulnerability assessment, a vulnerable critical asset is a critical asset identified as having one or 
more risks due to flooding or sea level rise in an assessment, report, evaluation, or other documentation of risk that analyzes the 
impacts of existing or future flooding or sea level rise. The proposal must include the percentage of vulnerable critical assets in the 
project impact area. Points will be allocated in the following manner: 

1. Zero points will be awarded if no vulnerable critical assets are within the project impact area; 
2. One Two points will be awarded if at least one critical asset but less than twenty percent (20%) of total critical assets within 

the project impact area are vulnerable critical assets; 
3. Two Four points will be awarded if twenty percent (20%) or more, but less than forty percent (40%), of total critical assets 

within the project impact area are vulnerable critical assets; 
4. Four Six points will be awarded if forty percent (40%) or more, but less than sixty percent (60%), of total critical assets 

within the project impact area are vulnerable critical assets; 
5. Six Eight points will be awarded if sixty percent (60%) or more, but less than eighty percent (80%), of total critical assets 

within the project impact area are vulnerable critical assets; or 
6. Eight Ten points will be awarded if more than eighty percent (80%) of total critical assets within the project impact area are 

vulnerable critical assets. 
(d) Up to 810 points will be awarded for contributing to existing flooding mitigation projects that reduce upland flood damage 

costs in one of the ways identified below. Points will be allocated in the following manner: 



 

1. Four Six points will be awarded if the project contributes by incorporating new or enhanced structures that are necessary for 
the critical asset to perform its intended function; 

2. Four Six points will be awarded if the project contributes by incorporating natural system restoration and revegetation; or 
3. Eight 10 points will be awarded if the project contributes by incorporating both new or enhanced structures that are necessary 

for the critical asset to perform its intended function and natural system restoration and revegetation. 
(e) Up to 8 points will be awarded for the degree to which the project reduces the flood risk, and thereby increases the credits 

awarded, to a community participating in the National Flood Insurance Program’s Community Rating System. 
1. One point will be awarded for each individual element that receives more points in the Community Rating System. 
(3) The maximum number of points that may be awarded for Tier 2 criteria is 30 points. 
(a) Up to 7.5 points will be awarded based on the degree to which flooding and erosion currently affect the condition of the 

project impact area. Justification for methods used to estimate or determine extent and frequency of flooding or erosion must be 
provided. Points will be allocated in the following manner: 

1. Up to 3.75 points will be awarded based on the current frequency of flooding or erosion in the project impact area. Points will 
be allocated in the following manner: 

a. Zero points will be awarded if the proposal does not demonstrate the current frequency of flooding or erosion in the project 
impact area; 

b. Two points will be awarded if the proposal describes how the project impact area has experienced flooding or erosion in the 
last three years; or 

c. A total of 3.75 points will be awarded if the applicant provides documentation to the Department showing the project impact 
area has been flooded more than three times within the last five years or is experiencing ongoing erosion. Documentation may 
include reports of flooding or erosion recorded by the jurisdiction(s) in which the project impact area is located, local news reports 
or source(s), documentation by a local official such as recorded high-water marks or inspection results, or any other similar 
document or report. 

2. Up to 3.75 points will be awarded based on the severity of flooding or erosion in the project impact area. Points will be 
allocated in the following manner: 

a. Zero points will be awarded if the proposal does not demonstrate the current extent of flooding or erosion in the project 
impact area; 

b. Two points will be awarded if the proposal describes how the project impact area experienced flooding estimated greater than 
three inches in the last three years or has ever experienced unmitigated erosion; or 

c. A total of 3.75 points will be awarded if the applicant provides documentation to the Department showing the project impact 
area has been flooded to an estimated depth greater than one foot within the last five years, has been estimated to be inundated more 
than three inches but less than one foot at least one time in the current year and in each of the most recent three calendar years, has 
had at least one instance of sustained flooding for a duration of seven or more consecutive days, or is experiencing erosion that the 
applicant demonstrates is critical erosion for the critical asset class. Documentation may include reports of flooding or erosion 
recorded by the jurisdiction(s) in which the project impact area is located, local news reports or source(s), photographs, 
documentation by a local official such as recorded high-water marks or inspection results, or any other similar document or report. 

(b) Up to 7.5 points will be awarded for readiness of the project to proceed in a timely manner, as defined by subparagraphs 
62S-8.003(3)(b)1. through 3., F.A.C., below. 

1. Up to 3.75 points will be awarded based on the status of project design. Points will be allocated in the following manner: 
a. Zero points will be awarded if no design documentation is provided; 
b. One point will be awarded if a partial design or other site-specific environmental or geotechnical report that demonstrates the 

furtherance of a readiness to proceed is submitted; or 
c. 3.75 points will be awarded if final drawings or plans that are properly certified (e.g., engineer’s certification, signed and 

sealed by registered professional, etc.) by a professional in the relevant field are submitted. 
2. Up to 2.75 points will be awarded based on the project’s permitting status and the status of any needed easements. Points will 

be allocated in the following manner: 
a. One point will be awarded for providing a list of all permits and easements necessary for completion of the project, if 

applicable; 
b. A total of 1.5 points will be awarded if proof of application for necessary permits or approval from at least one authority 



 

having legal jurisdiction over such permitting is submitted with the proposed project; or 
c. A total of 2.75 points will be awarded if all necessary permit(s) and easement(s) have been authorized or obtained or if 

permitting or easement(s) are not required. 
3. One point will be awarded if local funding sources are committed as cost share or if the community is a community eligible 

for reduced cost share. Available cost share can be demonstrated by relevant documentation, including an approved and adopted 
capital improvement plan, a signed letter from the Chief Executive Officer (or equivalent) of the eligible entity, a resolution or 
agenda item to be presented to the governing board committing funding to the project if selected, or any other comparable document 
showing availability of funds. 

(c) Up to 7.5 points will be awarded for environmental habitat enhancement or nature-based solutions for resilience. 
1. A total of 3.75 points will be awarded if the project enhances environmental habitat or includes nature-based solutions; and 
2. A total of 3.75 points will be awarded if the project impact area extends into an area that is identified as a state or federal 

critical habitat for threatened or endangered species at the time the proposal is submitted to the Department. 
(d) A total of 7.5 points will be awarded if a statement is provided to the Department with the proposal that demonstrates the 

project is cost-effective. The basis for cost-effectiveness shall be provided by the applicant within the submitted statement. For the 
purpose of this paragraph, the statement demonstrating cost-effectiveness must include identification of any adverse impacts to other 
critical assets within the project impact area and address one or more of the following: 

1. A comparison of contingencies and the estimated total project cost; 
2. Costs of alternative approaches or explanation of why there are no feasible alternative approaches; 
3. Avoided economic loss due to failure or inability to operate due to flooding or sea level rise, the project costs compared to 

costs to repair damage from flooding or erosion, or other reasonably foreseeable losses using industry standard economic models; 
4. Future costs and benefits calculated using the relevant discount rate, net present value, or other metrics measuring future costs 

and benefits to support the proposal; or 
5. The direct and indirect economic value of ecosystem services provided by natural or nature-based solutions. 
(4) The maximum number of points that may be awarded for Tier 3 criteria is 20 points. 
(a) Up to 6.5 points will be awarded for available local, state, or federal cost share. Points will be allocated in the following 

manner: 
1. Zero points will be awarded if the proposal does not demonstrate that a source for the required 50% cost share has been 

specifically identified unless the community is a community eligible for reduced cost share; or 
2. A total of 3.25 points will be awarded if the project proposal includes specifically identified local, state, or federal cost share, 

but the funds have not been appropriated or released at the time the proposal is submitted to the Department; or 
3. A total of 6.5 points will be awarded if the project proposal provides documentation that 50% cost share is available or if the 

community is a community eligible for reduced cost share. Available cost share can be demonstrated by providing an approved and 
adopted capital improvement plan, a letter from the Chief Executive Officer (or equivalent) of the eligible entity committing 
funding, a resolution from the governing board committing funding to the project if selected, or any other similar document showing 
availability of funds. 

(b) A total of 6.5 points will be awarded if verification of state funding previously awarded to the project is provided to the 
Department with the proposal. Verification must include previously funded phases, amount of prior state funding, and previous 
partial appropriations, and must be submitted in a format that is verifiable by the agency or agencies having awarded the previous 
funding. For the purposes of this paragraph, Department grants to a county or municipality to fund the costs of community resilience 
planning and necessary data collection for such planning will not be considered state funding previously awarded to the project. 
Points will be allocated in the following manner: 

1. One point will be awarded if the applicant provides verification of previous state funding awarded for preconstruction 
activities, as defined in Section 380.093(2)(d), F.S., except for those preconstruction activities involving the design of or permitting 
for the project;  

2. 1.5 points will be awarded if the applicant provides verification of previous state funding awarded for design of the project; 
3. 1.5 points will be awarded if the applicant provides verification of previous state funding awarded for permitting for the 

project; and 
4. 2.5 points will be awarded if the applicant provides verification of state funding awarded for earlier phases of the project’s 

total construction. 



 

(c) Seven points will be awarded if the proposal demonstrates exceedance of the flood-resistant requirements in the Florida 
Building Codes Act, as adopted by the State of Florida pursuant to Part IV, Chapter 553, F.S., and administered by the Florida 
Department of Business and Professional Regulation as the Florida Building Code, or local floodplain management regulations; or if 
the proposal states that no Florida Building Code flood-resistant requirements or local floodplain management regulations apply to 
the project. 

(5) The maximum number of points that may be awarded for Tier 4 criteria is 10 points. 
(a) Five points will be awarded if the project includes innovative technologies designed to reduce project costs and provide 

regional collaboration. For the purpose of this paragraph, innovative means an emerging technology or a proven technology that is 
being used in a unique way to adapt one or more critical assets to the effects of flooding or sea level rise in the project impact area. 
The proposal must demonstrate which specific technologies will be used and explain why they are innovative as well as how they 
will reduce cost and provide regional collaboration; and 

(b) Five points will be awarded if the proposal demonstrates that the project impact area of the proposed project is wholly or 
partially located in a financially disadvantaged community. 

Rulemaking Authority 380.093(5)(i) FS. Law Implemented 380.093 FS. History‒New 8-22-22, Amended 7-1-25. 
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