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The purpose of this meeting is to receive 
public input on the draft 10-year unit 
management plan update for Myakka River 
State Park. 
 

Required under Florida Statutes 253 and 259, 
a Unit Management Plan (UMP) is a planning 
document that is prepared for all 175 state 
parks and trails. The Myakka River State Park 
UMP consists of four main sections. 

States the purpose of acquisition 
Identifies the significance of the park 

Establishes DRP management authority 
 

Notes previous accomplishments 
Outlines future management objectives 

Calculates estimated 10-year costs 
 

Describes existing natural resources 
Records known cultural resources 

Defines resource management objectives 
 

Analyzes regional growth trends 
Inventories existing infrastructure/facilities 

Proposes future recreational land uses 

• Determine goals and objectives 
for resource management and 
recreational facilities 

• Develop draft management plan 
• Internal Division of Recreation and 

Parks (DRP) review of draft 
management plan 

• Onsite park visit 
• Staff planning meeting with park 

manager, district biologist, cultural 
resource expert, and lead planner 

• Preliminary public meeting and/or 
visitor input survey 

• Present draft management plan at 
public meeting and advisory group 

• Solicit public input on the content 
of the draft management plan 

• Revise plan based on public 
comment received  

• Submit revised management plan to 
Governor-appointed Acquisition 
and Restoration Council (ARC) 

• Present proposals to the Acquisition 
and Restoration Council in a public 
forum 

• Recommend approval 
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• Volunteers contributed over 225,000 hours of service. 
• The Friends of Myakka, Inc., has provided the park with 

funding for education, research, publications and a 
new website; specialized equipment for park 
operations/resource management, including computer 
equipment, firefighting equipment, mowers and other 
needed equipment; and funding for canopy walkway 
repairs. 

• Prescribed fire management conducted on 82,000 
acres. 

• 3,400 acres treated for exotic plants species. 
• 8,950 exotic animals were removed from the park, 

including 8,600 feral hogs. 
• Nine blocked or failing culverts were repaired or 

replaced along the park drive.  
• Mechanical treatment/fire prep conducted on 4,880 

acres for Florida dry prairie habitat improvement. 
• Connected administration office, south restroom, shop 

building, and two residences at the shop to main 
wastewater system and abandoned septic systems. 
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Notable Imperiled Species (55 total imperiled species) 

Plants (17 total imperiled plant species) 

Pine Lily State-Listed Threatened 

Many-flowered grass pink orchid State-Listed Threatened 

Giant airplant State-Listed Endangered  

Cardinal airplant State-Listed Endangered 

Animals (38 total imperiled animal species) 

Florida burrowing owl State-Listed Threatened 

Crested caracara Federally-Listed Threatened 

Florida sandhill crane State-Listed Threatened 

Florida scrub-jay Federally-Listed Threatened 

American alligator Federally-Listed Threatened 

Gopher tortoise State-Listed Threatened 

Florida manatee Federally-Listed Threatened 


