
   

 Florida Department of Environmental Protection 

 

 CITIZEN SUPPORT ORGANIZATION  

2017 REPORT 

IMPLEMENTATION OF 20.058 F.S. 

 
 

Citizen Support Organization (CSO) Name:  The Aquatic Preserve Alliance of Central Florida, Inc.     

Mailing Address:  c/o Scott Taylor   PO Box 1479   Sorrento, FL  32776-1479      

Telephone Number:  407-381-1144             Website Address (if applicable):  N/A                           

 

Statutory Authority: 
Section 20.2551, F.S., Citizen support organizations; use of property; audit; public records; partnerships. In 

summary, the statute specifies the organizational requirements, operational parameters, duties of a CSO to support the 

Department of Environmental Protection (Department), or individual units of the Department, use of Department 

property, audit requirements, public records requirements, and authorizes public-private partnerships to enhance lands 

managed by the Department. 

Brief Description of the CSO’s Mission:  

• To promote and support charitable, educational and scientific activities that directly and indirectly 

benefit the Wekiva-Middle St. Johns and Tomoka Marsh Aquatic Preserves. 

• This organization is dedicated to raising awareness and educating the public about the Wekiva-Middle 

St. Johns and Tomoka Marsh Aquatic Preserves' ecosystems. 

Brief Description of the CSO’s Results Obtained: The Aquatic Preserve Alliance of Central Florida 

(Alliance) held two general meetings (August and November) and the president and vice president met with 

aquatic preserve (AP) staff over 10 times. The Alliance received their federal 501 (c) 3 nonprofit status in 

February 2017. Alliance president assisted with teaching a portion of the University of Florida’s Collaborating 

to Manage Ecosystems class and conducted eight clean-ups on the St. Johns River with numerous volunteers.  

Alliance board members participated in monthly conference calls and the annual board meeting with the 

Aquatic Preserve Society; and assisted the AP with a booth at the Manatee Festival at Blue Springs State Park. 

Alliance members assisted the St. Johns River Water Management District with submerged aquatic vegetation 

sampling, assisted with several Wekiva Eco-Paddle educational outreach events,  participated in on-going algae 

and turtle research, gave a presentation to Halifax Audubon, and participated in the Audubon Christmas Bird 

count. Alliance president also assisted the AP with vessel and vehicle repairs and maintenance. The Alliance 

held a fundraiser and membership drive on the Wekiva River in December 2017. Sponsors donated $1500 to 

support the event and an additional $370 was raised with sales of donated items. The event included a pot luck 

dinner, morning birding trip and moonlight river paddle. Over 70 people attended.  

Brief Description of the CSO’s Plans for Next Three Fiscal Years: 

• Continue to support AP volunteer resource management and education/outreach activities. 

• Conduct fundraising to support aquatic preserve activities. 

• "To better serve the needs of basin researchers and the public, a Freshwater Research Center with an 

education component is envisioned at a direct river access location." Wekiva River Aquatic Preserve 

Management Plan, 2014. 

 
 
☒ Copy of the CSO’s Code of Ethics attached  

☒ Certify the CSO has completed and provided to the Department the organization’s most recent 
Internal Revenue Service (IRS) Form 990, 990-EZ, or 990-N/Annual Financial Statement 

     N/A New CSO; no 990 pending F1023 completion. 
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