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Florida Department of Environmental Protection 

CITIZEN SUPPORT ORGANIZATION 
2025 LEGISLATIVE REPORT 

(pursuant to Section 20.058 Florida Statutes) 
 

Citizen Support Organization (CSO) Name: Aquatic Preserve Society, Inc. 
 
Mailing Address: 2671 Crawfordville Hwy, PMB 48 

                                    Crawfordville, Florida 32327-2169 

Telephone Number: (850)544-0380 

Website Address (required if applicable): AquaticPreserveSociety.com 

☒Check to confirm your Code of Ethics is posted conspicuously on your website. 

Statutory Authority: 
Section 20.2551, F.S., Citizen support organizations; use of property; audit; public records; partnerships. In summary, 
the statute specifies the organizational requirements, operational parameters, duties of a CSO to support the 
Department of Environmental Protection (Department), or individual units of the Department, use of Department 
property, audit requirements, public records requirements, and authorizes public-private partnerships to enhance lands 
managed by the Department. 

Section 20.058, F.S., Citizen support and direct-support organizations. In summary, the statute specifies the 
organizational requirements to submit an annual report each year for each designated CSO and to post that information 
on the Departments website. 
 
 
YOUR MISSION AND LAST CALENDAR YEAR’S PROGRAM ACCOMPLISHMENTS: 
CSO’s Mission: (Consistent with your Articles and Bylaws) 
 
The Aquatic Preserve Society (APS) is a non-profit organization advancing Florida's Aquatic Preserves managed by the Office 
of Resiliency and Coastal Protection.  Our mission is to protect, conserve and restore these unique natural Florida resources 
through public awareness and support. 
 
Describe Last Calendar Year’s Results Obtained: Brag! (List or discuss the past calendar year’s accomplishments and 
contributions. Cite specific support from last calendar year’s Annual Program Plan.) 
 
Please see attached 
 
 

Describe the CSO’s Plans for the Next Three Calendar Years: 
 
The Society will continue to support the Aquatic Preserve Program through education and outreach and assist with public 
interest funding management as requested. The Society will continue to advertise the Aquatic Preserve Program through the 
Living Waters exhibit. 
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CSO’s LAST CALENDAR YEAR STATISTICS: 

Total Number of CSO General Membership: 8 

Total Number of Board of Directors:   7 

Total Volunteer Hours for the Board of Directors:  400 

ORCP & CSO RELATIONSHIP: 
(Do not duplicate by describing accomplishments and contributions in the summary. Brag in the above Results Obtained.) 
Below, describe the relationship. 
AP Manager’s Comments on the CSO & ORCP Relationship and Support: 
Provide your perspective on 
• Changing developments of the managed area provided by the CSO.
• Effectiveness of the organization in fulfilling their purpose to support the managed area(s).
• Effectiveness of the Board of Directors in completing their Annual Program Plan.
• The relationship between the ORCP team and CSO. What went well? Are there areas of improvement?

CSO President’s Comments on the CSO & ORCP Relationship and Support: 
Provide your perspective on the relationship between the ORCP and CSO. What went well? Are there areas 
of improvement? 

The relationship between APS and DEP-ORCP continues to be collaborative and successful.  Monthly APS 
Board Meeting calls give DEP a chance to provide updates and discuss any partnership opportunities – 
including APS assistance with Public Interest funding and implementing AP requested projects/purchases, 
display of the Living Waters photos around the State to advertise the AP system, and supporting AP 
updates/events (such as the AP website updates and 50th Anniversary event planning over the past year).  

APS has added a few new members over the past year, but additional volunteer support is an area for 
possible improvement to allow for increased support of the AP’s.  There could also be better/regular 
improvements to the APS website to link and support DEP-AP activities/postings. 

ORCP and APS continue to work well together to support the distribution of special interest funding in support of
the statewide AP system. ASP's support of the 50th Anniversary of the Aquatic Preseve Act and Living Waters Display is a 
key component of the education effort across the state.

In the comming years, ORCP and APS will work together to stregthen the APS board membership and to provide a clear,
statewide mission focused on the development of a strong network of Citizen Support Organizations established to
suppor the AP program needs.
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SUMMARIZE FINANCIAL ACTIVITY FOR LAST CALENDAR YEAR, DIRECT AP(S) SUPPORT & REVENUES: Program 
Services are costs related to providing your organization’s programs or services in accordance with your mission. 
Describe and provide expenses that directly support the AP(s). For established nonprofit organizations, program 
service expenses generally represent most of the overall expenses of the organization. For the last calendar year 
provide the total $ for each that apply.  
 
Building improvement, construction, or renovations ................................................................................. $  
Cultural resources (e.g., historic structure restoration/ renovation) ......................................................... $  
Natural resources (e.g., native plants, natural lands restoration) ............................................................. $3,711.15 
Maintenance equipment (e.g., mowers, chippers, blowers, chainsaws) ................................................... $ 
Other facilities and landscape maintenance ............................................................................................... $ 
Vehicles (e.g., trucks/cars, UTVs, golf carts, accessible devices, etc.)  ........................................................ $ 
Amenities (e.g., water fountains, benches, picnic tables, recreational equipment, kiosks etc.)  .................. $ 
ORCP employees or volunteers support (e.g., interns, training, uniforms, awards, or recognition) .......... $ 
Big ticket visitor center exhibits or interpretation updates ....................................................................... $ 
Preserve exhibits, displays, signage............................................................................................................ $713.98 
Preserve publications, brochures, maps, etc.  ............................................................................................ $ 
Programing/interpretation support material purchases ............................................................................ $ 
Other program services .............................................................................................................................. $163.95 
Total Program Service Expenses ................................................................................................................. $4,589.08  

 
Visitor Services Revenue are revenues and the resources generated from fundraising on preserve property.  
 
Preserve gift shops, craft stores, and concession sales .............................................................................. $0 
Merchandise sales (e.g., plants, firewood, ice, t-shirts, hats, etc.) ............................................................ $0 
Programs and Special Events (e.g., fundraising workshops, seasonal events, concerts, etc.) ................... $0 
Vending (e.g., drink machines, penny press, laundry, Wi-Fi, etc.) ............................................................. $0 
Rentals (e.g., bikes, canoe, kayak, SUPs, etc.) ............................................................................................ $0 
In-preserve donation boxes ........................................................................................................................ $0 
Other visitor services revenue .................................................................................................................... $0 
Total Visitor Services Revenue ........................................................................................................... $0 
 
 
NET ASSETS ........................................................................................................................................ $0 
Organizations end of last year’s Total Assets minus Total Liabilities. This is not the above’s Visitor Service Revenue minus 
Program Service Expenses. 

CSO AUDIT THRESHOLD: 
Last Calendar Year’s Total Expenses (including grants) ........................................................................... $4,589.08 
Are the CSO’s annual total expenses $300,000 including grants? Then Section 215.981(2), Florida Statute requires an 
independent CPA audit using Government Audit Standards (U.S. GAO Yellow Book). The audit is due by September 1 (9 
months after the CSO’s calendar year ends) to the Florida Auditor General and to the Department. 
 
CONFIRM ATTACHMENTS: 
☒ Code of Ethics 
☒ The most recent Internal Revenue Service (IRS) Form 990, 990-EZ, or 990-N receipt. All IRS Form 990’s must be 
complete with Part III Program Service and all appropriate Schedules (A, O, and others as appropriate). If filing an IRS 
extension, attach the IRS 8868 receipt and the most recent complete 990 and schedules. 

https://www.gao.gov/yellowbook/overview
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2025 CSO Legislative Report Acknowledgment 
This information is complete to the best of my knowledge pursuant to Section 20.058 Florida Statutes 

 Signature: 

Print name:  Kevin Claridge, Aquatic Preserve Society President 
Date:  05/30/2025 

Signature: 
Print name:  , CSO Liaison 
Date: 

David Overstreet
07/11/2025



Aquatic Preserve Society 
2025 Annual Report 

 

Business 

The Aquatic Preserve Society (APS) held eight meetings in 2024. The meetings were held by 
teleconference as in past years.  

President Kevin Claridge, Vice President Deborah Shelley, and Treasurer Larry Nall were 
appointed to their offices for an additional year. Barbara Howell was voted onto the board 
and elected to the Secretary position. Barbara has cooperated with the Society for many 
years, and upon her retirement from DEP she is eligible to serve on the board. She is most 
welcome. 

The Board elected to go with a private mail service rather than the USPS due to lower costs 
and improved service. 

 

Cooperation with the Office of Resilience and Coastal Programs (ORCP) 

ORCP staff continues to update the APS on matters that may affect the Aquatic Preserve 
Program and coastal management in general. 

Aquatic Preserve Representatives of the Northwest Florida, Nature Coast, Tampa Bay, 
Wekiva River/Middle St. Johns and Lake Jackson gave reports to the Board regarding their 
Resource management activities. SW Region reported on their ongoing efforts to clean up 
hurricane debris. 

ORCP reported on an upland buffer area to be added to Charlotte Harbor under their 
management. The St. Joe Corporation is also donating property to the St. Joe Aquatic 
Preserve. 

ORCP reported the that the Apalachicola NERR management plan was approved and the 
Guana Tolomato Matanzas NERR, Terra Ceia AP and Biscayne Bay plans are close behind.  

The Aquatic Preserve Act will be 50 years old in 2025.  DEP and APS are exploring ways to 
recognize the milestone, including updates to the web site and maps, and PR efforts. 

The Aquatic Preserve Society joined dozens of organizations to sign the Conservation 
Funding Priorities Letter to Florida legislators in both houses. 
 



Changes in key staff members at ORCP were discussed. 
 

Living Waters Exhibit Status 

The APS continues to manage the fine art photography exhibit about Florida’s Aquatic 
Preserves, donated by Clyde Butcher. The Living Waters display has been popular at the 
Tampa Historical Museum and at the Wabasso Environmental Learning Center. The display 
is one effective way to inform the general public about coastal resources in their area.  

 
Projects 
 
The APS receives donations and manages them for projects supporting aquatic preserve 
activities. 
 
During 2024 APS received $65,117 in donations for new and ongoing projects. At years end, 
the APS had twenty one projects in progress.  
 
During the year APS expended funds of $4,589.08 as follows: 
 
Restoration of Native habitats ($3,711.15 – 80.87%) – Controlled exotic vegetation and 
replanted native vegetation in multiple coastal locations with the Tampa Bay Estuary and 
Lake Jackson.  
 
Education ($713.98 -   15.56%) – Education efforts were mostly related to informing 
residents of resource management efforts in their vicinity. 
 
Administrative Costs ($163.95 – 3.57%) – Provided postage, post office box, and web site 
subscription. 
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