WATER RESTORATION

e  DEPis committed to working
with local stakeholders to
address the impacts of algal
blooms, and to reduce excess
nutrients through restoration
projects and strategies.

e DEP invests $350 million
yearly toward water
protection. With this funding,
communities are able to
implement critical projects
to reduce the amount of
nutrients entering waterways,
which can cause algal blooms.

e  Examples of these projects
include building stormwater
treatment areas, expanding
and upgrading stormwater
systems and wastewater
treatment facilities, septic
tanks and fertilizer ordinances
and best management
practices.

WATER STORAGE

e  DEP is working with the South
Florida Water Management
District to identify additional
opportunities to move water
south from Lake Okeechobee.

e In 2017, the Governor signed
Senate Bill 10 to expedite the
EAA reservoir, which will store
more water south of Lake
Okeechobee and help reduce
the need for harmful water
discharges controlled by the
federal government.

e  DEP is working closely with
communities and highly
trained PhD scientists to
identify long-term water
restoration plans.

WHAT YOU CAN DO

Residents and visitors are

encouraged to report algal blooms,

find information and instructions
through DEP’s hotline 855-
305-3903 or online at https://
FloridaDEP.gov/dear/algal-bloom.

We ask communities to support the

state and legislature to continue
funding projects that maintain
Florida’s water quality.

To report illnesses or symptoms,
contact the Florida Poison Control
Center at 800-222-1222.

For information on health
advisories, contact your local
county health department.

To report a fish kill, contact the
Fish Kill Hotline at 800-636-0511.

4. Toll Free Hotlinve:*
.4 ©855-305-3903#
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