Florida Department of Environmental Protection

CITIZEN SUPPORT ORGANIZATION
2020 L GISLATIVE REPORT
(pursuant to Section 20.058 lorida Statutes)

Citizen Support Organization (CSO) Name: F _riends of Anclote Key State Park a_d Lighthouse

Mailing Address (required): PO Box 2622, Tarpon Springs, FL

Telephone Number (required): 727-938-1630 Website Address (required if applicable): anclotecso.org

Section 20.2551, .S., Citizen support organizations; use of property; audit; public records; partnerships. In
summary, the statute specifies the organizational requirements, operational parameters, duties of a CSO to support the
Department of Environmental Protection (Department), or individual units of the Department, use of Department
property, audit requirements, public records requirements, and authorizes public-private partnerships to enhance lands
managed by the Department.

Section 258.015, .S., Citizen support organizations; use of property; udit. In summary, the statute defines a CSO,
requires authorization by the Division of Recreation and Parks, and specifies the use of property. This statute authorizes
the Partnerships in Parks (PIP) program for state parks, the program’s operational parameters, CSO’s operational
parameters, and donor recognition

CSO’s Mission: Consistent with Articles and Bylaws

Acti g as a non profit citizen support orga ization, as defined and regulated by the Florida Department of

E vironmental Protection, to generate and employ additional resources and support for, and in the best interests
of, Anclote Key State Park and Lighthouse. This will be accomplished through, among other events and
activities, the following: special work projects, special programs, special events, outreach programs, educational
a d scientific research, activities and commu ications, interpretive programs, fundraisi g activities and events,
guided tours as well as those activities or events which are designed to meet the additional areas of park needs
recommended by the Division of Recreation and Parks or the Park Ma ager.

Description of the CSO’s Results Obtained:

We had plans and dates set for several Open Houses in 2019 plus a private group tour (which would benefit our CSO and
the non-profit group). We were able to hold 2 Open House Events during the Winter/Spring months. The other planned
events were cancelled due to inclement weather conditions. This still allowed over 200 people to climb the lighthouse
and see the beauty of Anclote Key State Park People also walked away with more knowledge about Anclote Key State
Park and its history. We sold memorabilia and the open house also generated several memorial brick sales and
memberships.

During 2019 our CSO conducted several ‘ Volunteer Days’ on the Island to assist Ranger Tod Cornell with a number of
projects and other maintenance tasks. One of the projects we did and are still working on is repairing/replacing rusted
hardware with stainless nuts and bolts and replacing wood with composite wood material on the swing and benches in the
area of the Lighthouse compound. We also participated in several ‘First Friday’ Events held in downtown Tarpon
Springs and Island Earth Days on Honeymoon Island that allowed us to educate the public on what was happening at
Anclote Key State Park and make them aware of upcoming open houses.
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