Florida Department of Environmental Protection

CITIZEN SUPPORT ORGANIZATION
2020 LEGISLATIVE REPORT
(pursuant to Section 20.058 Florida Statutes)

Citizen Support Organization (CSO) Name:_Friends of Bahia Honda State Park

Mailing Address (required):_ PO Box 430403 Big Pine Key, Florida 33043

Telephone Number (required): (443) 995-9287
Website Address (required if applicable): _ friendsofbahiahonda.org

Statutory Authority:

Section 20.2551, F.S., Citizen support organizations; use of property; audit; public records; partnerships. In
summary, the statute specifies the organizational requirements, operational parameters, duties of a CSO to support the
Department of Environmental Protection (Department), or individual units of the Department, use of Department
property, audit requirements, public records requirements, and authorizes public-private partnerships to enhance lands
managed by the Department.

Section 258.015, F.S., Citizen support organizations; use of property; audit. In summary, the statute defines a CSO,
requires authorization by the Division of Recreation and Parks, and specifies the use of property. This statute authorizes
the Partnerships in Parks (PIP) program for state parks, the program’s operational parameters, CSO’s operational
parameters, and donor recognition.

CSQO’s Mission: Consistent with Articles and Bylaws

Our mission starts each of these Legislative Reports as it is what we as an organization are built on. That
mission is to assist in the beautification, preservation & restoration of this park, providing funds to make
purchases that the State is unable to fund and to promote volunteerism. These volunteers join in on special
projects throughout the year, working with other like-minded people.

Description of the CSO’s Results Obtained: Brag! Expand section as necessary to be complete

We now have over one-year experience with Park Manager Don Bergeron at the helm. Don expressed his
understanding and belief in our CSO when he first arrived but has proven that fact over the year in his
willingness to keep us informed and work closely with us for the betterment of the park. Our year has been with
its challenges, major reconstruction and the Covid-19 Pandemic, yet Don has stayed positive and found ways
for us to continue our mission as much as possible.

Our largest fundraiser, the Trolley Tour to Sandspur Beach was restarted on March 20 of 2019. This popular
interpretive tour was a very big hit, utilizing the 8 person golf cart which was purchased by the CSO and
manned by volunteers trained to talk about the history and nature of the park, brought us a steady stream of
donated funds while giving the visitors a wonderful experience. The Least Terns had decided to nest on
Sandspur Beach which had shut us down. Our volunteers stepped up again and throughout the rest of 2019 we
were often running 7 days a week. On February 17 of 2020 we were once again brought to a halt as the major
reconstruction of Sandspur Beach, both day use and the campground, began. We hope to redevelop the
interpretive tour and utilize the trolley once again in the future.

The CSO sponsored the National Public Lands Day event in September, bringing out many local volunteers,
increasing the awareness of the Friends group, and we picked up 1100 pounds of trash in 3 hours. The Friends
provided beverages and food. This annual event will continue to be a part of our annual plan. The Sandspur
Crusaders were formed to keep the currently closed portion of the park at Sandspur Beach clean. These
volunteers work on a weekly basis. Earth Day, our largest annual event and such an important one with
education at the forefront, had to be canceled this year due to the park closure. We have stored up our energy
and ideas to make it a huge success in 2021. Prior to the park closing on March 21, due to the pandemic, we had



http:friendsofbahiahonda.org

a successful Stargazing event, bringing out many local members and campers. The CSO also held numerous
events, a food and wine tasting donated by a local restaurant, painting classes with a local artist, Plein Air which
was painting in the park, and some of our volunteers pitched in for a long day of bagging groceries right before
Christmas at the local Winn Dixie which proved to be a very good fundraiser and brought more awareness to
our group and the park. Our Walkway to the Sea, a park beautification project, continues with now 500
personalized bricks installed. While a fundraiser for the CSO, it also provides a fun activity for visitors to read
the messages from locals and visitors from all around the US and the world as they walk through the park. This
project will continue for many years to come.

We funded $8900 to provide electricity to the storage building and pavilions in the vicinity of the Nature center,
but we continue to wait on a County permit, so the project is not yet complete. The CSO has also committed
$4000 towards the purchase of a gas-powered golf cart to assist the Rangers in their work with guests. We have
purchased 2 display cases for the Nature Center to allow visitors to view many things currently out on tables in
a safe fashion at a cost of $1100. We also purchased a cell phone signal booster for the Volunteer Village at a
cost of $500. This was a safety issue in that there was very poor cell coverage there and in the event of an
emergency they must be able to utilize their cell phones.

Description of the CSO’s Plans for the Next Three Fiscal Years: Expand section as necessary to be complete
1) Nature Center Remodeling - ongoing $250,000

2) Pavilions for Calusa Beach - ongoing $60,000

3) Add handrails at stairs beneath old bridge - ongoing $5,400

4) Continue plantings, volunteers providing labor

5) Provide interpretive tow-s throughout the park - volunteers providing tours

6) Sponsor National Public Lands Day annually - $300 per event

7) Sponsor Earth Day event annually

8) Interpretive presentations at local places such as Venture Out and the Rotary

9) Work closely with park manager to fund projects as they arise. Dollar amount to vary.

X CSO’s Code of Ethics is attached, and if the CSO has a website the code of ethics is posted
conspicuously.

X CSO has attached the most recent Internal Revenue Service (IRS) Form 990, 990-EZ, or 990-N receipt.
If filing the 990-N, the Department requires the 990 or 990-EZ as a worksheet. All IRS Form 990’s
must be complete with Part 111 Program Service and all appropriate Schedules (See attached
instructions). If filing an IRS extension, attach the IRS 8868 receipt and most recent 990 and schedules.




































