
BUILD AMERICA, 
BUY AMERICA ACT

Brenda Leonard
Office of Resilience and Coastal Protection / Clean Vessel Act

Florida Department of Environmental Protection



Presentation Agenda

• Clean Vessel Act.
• Build America, Buy 

America Act.
• Buy America Preference.
• Application of Buy 

America Preference.
• Definitions.
• CVA Program Impacts.

BUILD AMERICA, BUY AMERICA ACT

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
You can put notes here



Clean Vessel Act of 1992
• Provides financial aid for

pumpout and dump stations.
• Provides educational

information to boaters.

Marine Sanitation
• Chapter 327, Florida Statutes.
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Build America, Buy America Act

• Established in 2021, the act requires all
federal agencies to ensure that no
financial assistance funding is provided
for infrastructure projects unless all the
iron, steel, manufactured products and
construction materials used in the
project are manufactured in the United
States.
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• Sections 70901-52 of the Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act, Pub. L.
117-58.

• The requirement is to be met by May 14, 2022, unless an approved
waiver is in place.

CVA was granted a waiver on July 13, 2022.
The waiver expires on Jan. 12, 2023.

Applies to new federal awards to states after May 14, 2022.

BUILD AMERICA, BUY AMERICA ACT

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
FL CVA is still funding pumpout grants to marinas under prior awards not subject to BABA.
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• A domestic procurement preference
applies to these categories of products
and materials used in infrastructure
projects:
o All iron and steel.
o All manufactured products.
o All construction materials.
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SteelSmelting Iron Coating Iron with Zinc

All Iron and Steel:
• All manufacturing processes, from the initial melting stage through the 

application of coatings, must occur in the United States.
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All Manufactured Products:  
• Must be manufactured in the United States and

the cost of its domestically mined, produced or
manufactured components must be greater than
55% of the total cost of all its components unless
another standard applies under law or regulation.
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All Construction Materials:
• All manufacturing processes for the construction material must occur in the United States.
• An article, material, or supply can be classified into only one category. Apply the iron and steel test

to items made mostly of iron or steel unless another standard applies under law or regulation.

BUY AMERICA PREFERENCE

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
You can put notes here




The Buy America Preference applies to:
• All service programs where federal financial assistance

awards fund infrastructure, even when infrastructure is not
the primary purpose.

• All new awards, award amendments and renewal awards to
non-federal entities where funds are awarded for
infrastructure on or after May 12, 2022 (Jan. 12, 2023), even
when related funding opportunities were not identified as
applicable.
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The Buy America preference
applies to:

• Only the iron and steel, manufactured 
products and construction materials 
used for an infrastructure project that 
is consumed in, incorporated into or 
affixed to the infrastructure.

• An entire infrastructure project, 
including both federal and non-federal 
funding.
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FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL 
PROTECTION 

The Buy America Preference DOES NOT apply 
to:

• Non-infrastructure spending under an award that
includes an infrastructure project.

• Tools, equipment and supplies brought to the
construction site and removed at or before project 
completion.

• Equipment and furnishings used or within the finished
structure but not an integral part of or permanently
affixed to it.
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Definitions:
• Infrastructure includes, at a minimum, the 

structures, facilities and equipment for roads, 
highways and bridges; public transportation; 
dams, ports, harbors and other maritime 
facilities; intercity passenger and freight 
railroads; freight and intermodal facilities; 
airports; water systems, including drinking 
water and wastewater systems; electrical 
transmission facilities and systems; utilities; 
broadband infrastructure; and buildings and 
real property.
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CVA FOCUS
WATER SYSTEMS

- Drinking water systems
- Wastewater systems

- Utilities
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Definitions:
• Project means the construction, alteration, maintenance or 

repair of infrastructure in the United States. 
• For more definitions, see section 70912 of the Build 

America, Buy America Act and the OMB M-22-11 
memorandum.

BUILD AMERICA, BUY AMERICA ACT

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
You can put notes here



• Equipment purchase and installation 
(new or replacement).

• Dump station, portable, stationary, 
pumpout vessel, holding tank and lift 
station.

• Piping, plumbing and electrical.  

• Operations/maintenance and repair.
• Sewage hauling and holding tank.
• Pumpout signage.
• Education and outreach.

ALLOWABLE PROJECTS AND EXPENSES
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• All projects funded with CVA grant
funds are required to have two posted
signs:

• 3’ x 4’ universal pumpout logo facing
the waterway.

• Informational placard on or next
to equipment informing patrons
of pumpout instructions and funding
accreditation.

Halifax Harbor Marina

PUMPOUT SIGNAGE
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• Funding based on anticipated volume of
boating traffic and perceived need for
pumpout activity.

• Funding for marina staff salary for hours
spent pumping out and logging the activity.

• The goal is to keep sewage from
waterways and maintain equipment in
good operating condition.

• Grants reimburse 75% and marina
provides 25%.
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• Grant recipients can create 
their own educational flyers 
and other instructional materials.
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What do we need to do while in the 
waiver period until January 2023?

• Work to complete any existing CVA 
agreements with equipment and/or 
construction materials that are not 
manufactured in the United States.

• Research the market to determine 
where pumpout equipment, piping, 
plumbing and electrical components 
are manufactured.

WAIVER PERIOD



What does this mean for the Clean Vessel Act pumpout grants?
• Projects funded under existing CVA funding are not subject to BABA.
• Existing grant agreements can be completed with no impact.
• Any amendments to projects are not subject to BABA as long as the CVA

funding source has not changed to a new funding source that was awarded to
Florida after May14, 2022.

• Grant recipients for construction and equipment that experience project
delays may be subject to BABA if an amendment is needed to move the
funding to a current funding source.

• CVA and grant recipients will monitor project timelines to best complete
projects on time.
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What does this mean for the Clean Vessel Act pumpout grants?
• After Jan. 12, 2023, any new federal awards to Florida for grant-funded

equipment and construction materials will need to be at least 55%
manufactured in the United States.

• CVA is still funding pumpout grants through prior awards.
• CVA estimates funding grants through prior awards for another year.
• The CVA program will continue to fund operations, maintenance and repair of

pumpout facilities with no impact.
• The CVA program will continue to fund education and outreach to boaters.

BUILD AMERICA, BUY AMERICA ACT

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
At SOBA, the 3 main pumpout manufacturers/vendors said they meet the 55% criteria.
They will need to provide documentation to the grantees to support.
USFWS is working on a CVA program exemption



BUILD AMERICA, BUY AMERICA ACT

Must be 55% manufactured in 
the United States:

• Stationary pumpout equipment.
• Piping, plumbing and electrical.
• Pumps/lift station.
• Engines.
• Parts, hoses and connections.
• Pumpout signage.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Any equipment or project components connected to infrastructure. To ensure project meet BABA requirements, grantees will need to obtain a written certification from their supplier that states so.
That will be a deliverable in the grant tasks.
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BABA does not apply to:

• Permits/engineering plans.
• Pumpout vessels.
• Holding tanks.
• Operations/preventive

maintenance.
• Sewage hauling.
• Salaries/labor.



No grant-funded work can start until the executed agreement is completed.

Applications are available online at FloridaDEP.gov/CVA.
Submit applications and supporting documents via:

• DEP Grant Portal – initial access through DEP CVA website.
• Email Clean.Vessel@FloridaDEP.gov.
• Fax: 866-340-4683.

For more information, email Clean.Vessel.Act@FloridaDEP.gov 
or call 850-245-2847.
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Florida Clean Vessel Act Program
FloridaDEP.gov/CVA

Clean Boater Program
FloridaDEP.gov/CleanBoating

Florida Clean Marina Program
FloridaDEP.gov/CleanMarina

Clean and Resilient Marina
FloridaDEP.gov/CleanResilient

CLEAN BOATING PROGRAMS
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Questions and Answers 

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS
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Thank you!
Brenda Leonard, Program Administrator

850-245-2847 or  Brenda.Leonard@FloridaDEP.gov
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