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New expanded section: More travel and arts coverage, plus added book reviews
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Gus Bianchi, the ninth paddler to complete the entire CT, has his kayak parked on a spoil island with other kayakers near Yankeetown. GUS BIANCHI

SEA KAYAKER'S PARADISE

The 1,515-mile Florida Circumnavigational Saltwater Paddling Trail

Patrick Connolly
Central Florida Explorer

us Bianchi was pelted with

freezing rain as he trudged

through a week of bad
weather while paddling with a
friend near Apalachicola in 2009.
Despite that, he was having the
time of his life.

Almost by accident, that was
the start of Bianchi’s more than
1,500-mile journey paddling
around the Florida peninsula in
sections.

“I decided to paddle with my

friend on a section, not thinking
I was going to keep paddling,” he
said. “Eventually I said, ‘I should

just complete it myself’ I finished

in 2013”

‘What might appear like a
wayward adventure is actu-
ally a well-established route
with campsites and maps, a feat
completed by only a few dozen
daring souls.

Finishing the Florida Circum-
navigational Saltwater Paddling
Trail is a daunting task, with only
34 paddlers who’ve checked off
the entire trail since its founding
in 2007.

“It’s a great way to see Florida,
and you get sucked into it. It’s like,
‘What’s around the nextbend? ”
Bianchi said. “You really get to
understand Florida and appreci-
ate the coastline a lot better”
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The 1,515-mile Florida Circumnavigational Saltwater Paddling Trail
contains every kind of coastal habitat. DORSEY DEMASTER

Who's in, who’s out at Dr. Phillips Center,
Orlando Fringe, United Arts and more

Matthew J. Palm
The Artistic Type

Sometimes it feels like there’s
arevolving door of arts leaders
around Central Florida. Here’s
alook at some of the recent
comings and goings backstage
at cultural institutions includ-
ing the Dr. Phillips Center for the
Performing Arts, Orlando Fringe,
United Arts of Central Florida

and the Mount
the Arts.
You may not

but these folks

are just as important as singers,
dancers, actors and artists when it
comes to entertaining us.

DR.PHILLIPS CENTER:
The Dr. Phillips Center’s

programming and education
department has lost several
employees in recent months,
including the departure of Foster
Cronin in September. As vice
president in charge of program-

Dora Center for ming and education, Cronin was
one of the downtown Orlando

know theirnames  arts center’s top officials.

changing jobs This month, director of educa-

tion programs Laura Peete also
resigned. In her role, Peete had
overseen the staff and activities
of the center’s School of the Arts
since 20109.

Cronin, who joined the Dr.
Phillips Center staff shortly after
its 2014 opening, is now direc-
tor of special-event booking for
the Oak View Group in Mesa,
Arizona. The Oak View Group
runs various arts centers, theaters
and convention centers.

Peete posted on Facebook that
“with an immensely heavy and
emotional heart” she was leaving
Orlando to become director of
education for Theatre Under the
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SALE

Instant Cash Savings Storewide! Lighting,
Artwork, Furniture & Home Accents!

of
ORLANDO

1155 N. Orange Ave. on Lake Ivanhoe * 407-896-7252
Mon-Fri 9 to 7pm, Sat 10 to 6pm, Sun 12 to 5pm

550 OFF

Any Purchase over $250

5100 OFF

Contemporary
Lighting™

Must present coupon to redeem &.
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~ www.LightStyleofOrlando.com

7478 S. Orange Blossom Trail * 407-852-1484
Mon-Fri 10 to 7pm, Sat 10 to 6pm, Sun 12 to 5pm

Any Purchase over $500

5200 OFF

Any Purchase over $1000

*Expires 11/20/2021. Must present coupon to redeem.
Offer excludes new home construction, fans & prior purchases. In stock & in store items only. Sale items

included. Offer cannot be combined with other on-line sales or promotions. One coupon per customer.
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