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Dr. Petersen is a professor of public health at the University of South Florida.
Previously, she has held positions at the University of Alabama at Birmingham School of Public Health, the University of Minnesota School of Public Health and served as director of the Division of Family Health at the Minnesota Department of Health.
She earned her masters and doctoral degrees in maternal and child health from the Johns Hopkins School of Hygiene and Public Health.
Petersen is the author of numerous publications, book chapters and a textbook on needs assessment in public health. She also is a frequent lecturer on topics related to public health.
She has served on numerous boards, commissions and task forces and is editor emerita of the Maternal and Child Health Journal, founding member and past president of the National Board of Public Health Examiners, immediate-past Chair of the Council on Education for Public Health and Chair of the Association of Schools and Programs of Public Health.
Locally, she is a member of numerous advisory boards and committees in the Tampa Bay area.
