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62C-16.0021 Definitions.

For the purpose of this chapter, the following words and terms shall have the definitions and meanings ascribed to them in this section:


(1) through (3) No change.

(4) “Bureau” shall mean the Department Bureau of Mine Reclamation, 2051 East Dirac Drive, Tallahassee, FL 32310-3760.

(5) through (22) renumbered (4) through (21) No change.

(23)(22) “Wetlands” shall be defined as in Section 373.019(27) 373.019(22), F.S.; and their occurrence and limits shall be determined in accordance with the methodology contained in Chapter 62-340, F.A.C.
Rulemaking Authority 378.205 FS. Law Implemented 211.32, 373.019, 373.421, 378.203 FS. History–New 10-6-80, Formerly 16C-16.021, Amended 2-22-87, Formerly 16C-16.0021, Amended 5-28-06,               .
62C-16.003 List of Applications, Notices and Reports.

(1) The requirements to submit applications, notices and reports contained in this chapter shall be consistent with the Department’s authority contained in Part III of Chapter 378, F.S.

(2) Approval must be obtained from the Department prior to an operator beginning any reclamation and restoration activities on lands subject to this rule. The following applications are required:

(a) Conceptual plan.

(b) Conceptual plan modification. Each operator must obtain an approved conceptual plan modification for any change to its approved conceptual reclamation plans, in accordance with the criteria contained in Rules 62C-16.0041 and 62C-16.0051, F.A.C., unless the proposed change is exempt under subsection 62C-16.0041(3) or (4), F.A.C., from needing a conceptual plan modification.

(c) Variances. Each operator must obtain an approved variance for any exception to the provisions of this chapter in accordance with the criteria identified in Section 378.212, F.S., and Rule 62C-16.0045, F.A.C.

(3) Each operator shall provide the Department with the following notices and reports:

(a) Notice of Disturbance.

(b) Annual Mining and Reclamation Report.

(c) Notice of Change in Ownership or Mine Operator. All changes in land ownership and operators at a mine shall be reported to the Department no later than 30 days after the effective date of such change.

Rulemaking Authority 378.205 FS. Law Implemented 211.32, 378.205, 378.212 FS. History–New 10-21-75, Amended 10-11-78, 10-6-80, Formerly 16C-16.03, Amended 2-22-87, Formerly 16C-16.003, Amended 5-28-06, Repealed         .
62C-16.0032 Filing Procedures for Applications, Notices and Reports.


(1) No change. 

(2) Filing. Applications shall be filed with the Department in accordance with the following deadlines:


(a) Conceptual plans. Conceptual plan applications shall be filed at least six months prior to beginning site preparation or mining operations, whichever occurs first. Conceptual plans and their modification requests shall be submitted on Phosphate Form 1, “Application for a Conceptual Reclamation Plan or Modification,” incorporated by reference herein (effective date) (insert link), for review by the Department. A copy of the form may be obtained by contacting the Department or at the following address: (WEB LINK). The form shall be submitted either by mail or digital format to Florida Department of Environmental Protection, Mining and Mitigation Program, 2600 Blair Stone Road, Mail Station 3577, Tallahassee, Florida, 32399 or MiningAndMitigation@floridadep.gov. If the operator is required to prepare an Application for Development Approval (ADA) under Chapter 380, F.S., the operator shall file the conceptual plan application within seven days of the submittal of the ADA.


(b) Conceptual plan modifications. Modification applications incorporated by reference in Rule 62C-16.0095, F.A.C., (Reclamation Forms) shall be filed with, and approved by, the Department prior to beginning activities that constitute a change to the approved conceptual plan. If the proposed modification would constitute a substantial deviation to the approved Development Order as determined by the Department of Community Affairs in accordance with Chapter 380, F.S., then the conceptual plan modification application should be filed with the Department within seven days of filing the substantial deviation application with the Department of Community Affairs. Those activities listed in Reclamation Form No. 6 shall not constitute a change requiring a conceptual plan modification, but shall be reported to the Department by the operator on Reclamation Phosphate Form No. 6, “Field Change Application,” for approval by the Department as a field change, incorporated by reference herein (effective date) (insert link), for review by the Department. A copy of the form may be obtained by contacting the Department or at the following address: (WEB LINK). The form shall be submitted either by mail or digital format to Florida Department of Environmental Protection, Mining and Mitigation Program, 2600 Blair Stone Road, Mail Station 3577, Tallahassee, Florida, 32399 or MiningAndMitigation@floridadep.gov.

(c) through (e) No change.

(f) Notice of Change in Ownership or Mine Operator. All changes in land ownership and operators at a mine shall be reported to the Department no later than 30 days after the effective date of such change.
Rulemaking Authority 378.205 FS. Law Implemented 211.32, 378.205, 378.212 FS. History–New 10-6-80, Amended 7-19-81, Formerly 16C-16.032, Amended 2-22-87, Formerly 16C-16.0032, Amended 5-28-06,               .
62C-16.0033 Application Review Procedures for Conceptual Plans, Modifications, and Variances.


(1) (a) through (f) No change.

(g) The Department shall take final agency action to approve, approve with conditions, or deny an application within 90 days after receipt of a complete application, unless a written request to waive this time period is received from the operator. The final agency action shall satisfy the time periods established in Section 120.60(1), F.S.,Section 120.60(2), F.S., for approval or denial within 90 days after receipt of a complete application. The Department shall require the operator to publish, at the operator’s expense, a notice of final agency action in a newspaper of general circulation in the area affected. The applicant may grant at any time a specific time period for which the 90-day period for Department action may be tolled. The grant shall be in writing and shall state the reason and length of time the 90-day period may be tolled. Such grant shall not act to preclude the Department from taking action at any time after the 90-day period has begun.
Rulemaking Authority 378.205 FS. Law Implemented 120.60, 211.32, 378.205, 378.212 FS. History–New 2-22-87, Formerly 16C-16.0033, Amended 5-28-06,               .
62C-16.0036 Application Standards.

All applications shall be submitted using forms as required in this rule chapter incorporated by reference in Rule 62C-16.0095, F.A.C., and shall meet the following minimum standards:

(1) through (10) No change.

(11) The Department will authorize an operator to submit digital files in lieu of hard copy documents when they provide the same level of detail and clarity as required by this rule chapter. Rule 62C-16.0036, F.A.C.
Rulemaking Authority 378.205 FS. Law Implemented 211.32, 378.205 FS. History–New 2-22-87, Formerly 16C-16.0036, Amended 5-28-06,          .
62C-16.0041 Conceptual Reclamation Plans, Modifications and Field Changes.

Each conceptual plan application and conceptual plan modification application shall describe in writing and graphically, as required by the Department, the activities which are the subject of the application.

(1) through (2) No change.

(3) Field changes. The following activities listed in Reclamation Phosphate Form No. 6 shall not constitute a change requiring a conceptual plan modification but shall be reported to the Department by the operator on Reclamation Phosphate Form No. 6 for approval by the Department as a field change:


(a) Change in post-reclamation upland land form within Level II of the Florida Land Use, Cover and Forms Classification System (FDOT 1999), as incorporated by reference herein (insert link);

(b) Change to temporary land use;

(c) Change in upland revegetation location;


(d) Change in the boundary or shape of a land form without changing the general location within the reclamation parcel, provided the number of wetland acres within the same parcel is not reduced and the intended function of the biological system is maintained; and,

(e) Reclamation schedule changes that are the result of changes in the rate of mining.

Prior Department notification shall not be required before the operator undertakes an activity listed in Reclamation Phosphate Form No. 6; instead, the operator shall report such activities to the Department for approval on a quarterly basis in conjunction with the quarterly inspection. The Department shall approve any change listed in Reclamation Phosphate Form No. 6 that does not alter the character of the reclamation parcel as originally approved and that meets the standards of Rule 62C-16.0051, F.A.C. If the Department does not approve the field change, then the operator must reclaim the site in accordance with the approved conceptual plan or obtain a modification to the conceptual plan.

(4) No change.
Rulemaking Authority 378.205 FS. Law Implemented 211.32, 378.205 FS. History–New 10-6-80, Formerly 16C-16.041, Amended 2-22-87, Formerly 16C-16.0041, Amended 5-28-06,               .
62C-16.0045 Variances.


(1) All applications for a variance, pursuant to Section 378.212, F.S., shall be in accordance with these rules. The Department shall review the application within a reasonable period of time and, if the Department determines the application to be incomplete, the applicant shall be afforded an opportunity to supply additional information before the Department evaluates the merits of the application. Applications for variances shall be submitted on Phosphate Form 4, “Variance Application,” incorporated by reference herein (effective date) (insert link), for review by the Department. A copy of the form may be obtained by contacting the Department or at the following address: (WEB LINK). The form shall be submitted either by mail or digital format to Florida Department of Environmental Protection, Mining and Mitigation Program, 2600 Blair Stone Road, Mail Station 3577, Tallahassee, Florida, 32399 or MiningAndMitigation@floridadep.gov. The applicant shall address the following factors in the application:


(a) through (g) No change.

(2) through (4) No change.
Rulemaking Authority 378.205 FS. Law Implemented 378.212 FS. History–New 2-22-87, Formerly 16C-16.004, Amended 5-28-06,             .
62C-16.0051 Reclamation and Restoration Standards.

This section sets forth the minimum criteria and standards for approval of a conceptual plan or modification application.


(1) through (3) No change.

(4) Wetlands within the conceptual plan area that are disturbed by site preparation or mining operations shall be restored at least acre-for-acre and type-for-type. At a minimum, type-for-type shall mean restoration at least to Level II of the Florida Land Use, Cover and Forms Classification System (DOT 1999) (FLUCCS), as incorporated by reference in paragraph 62C-16.0041(3)(a) herein. When using FLUCCS, the following shall apply: wetlands on the site shall be given a 600 prefix; natural streams shall be designated as 511; ditched or otherwise channelized natural streams shall be designated as 512; a ditch through a wetland area shall be designated as 513; and a ditch cut through uplands shall be designated as 514. Non-wetland flood plain areas that are designated as other surface waters in accordance with Rule 62-340.600, F.A.C., shall be given the appropriate upland land use cover classification with a suffix of “O” indicating “other surface waters.” Furthermore, restoration shall be designed to reflect the biological structure and hydrology of the wetland community that was disturbed, but shall not require total replication of the previous wetland vegetation.


(5) Surface waters other than wetlands, as identified and delineated pursuant to Rule 62-340.600, F.A.C., within the conceptual plan area that are impacted by site preparation, mining or mining operations shall be restored based upon the type of natural systems present at the time of submittal of the conceptual reclamation plan application, e.g., natural streams, natural lakes (including ponds) and non-wetland flood plains. When wetland communities are directly associated with other surface waters, restoration of such wetland communities shall be integrated into the restoration of the surface waters. Natural lakes (including ponds) and non-wetland flood plains shall be restored at least acre-for-acre and type-for-type. However, non-wetland flood plains may be restored as wetlands provided the floodplain functions of the system are maintained or improved. Natural streams include streams that have been subjected to man-made or man induced alteration or replacement of the historic flow channel, including but not limited to channelization, canalization, or flow modifications. Natural streams do not include man-made or man induced tributaries or channel extensions beyond the lateral or upstream boundary of the historic stream channel when such do not represent a direct modification of or replacement for the flows of the historic channel. Natural streams shall be restored based upon at least replacement of the linear footage of the stream impacted, as it existed at the time of conceptual plan submittal. Therefore, when a natural stream has been subjected to previous alteration that replaces the function of the historic channel, the length of channel requiring restoration shall reflect the existing condition, at the time of conceptual plan submittal, and not the pre-alteration condition of the stream. However, when the impact is to an altered segment of a natural stream between existing unaltered segments, and that impact consists of mining operations that include excavation of the overburden underlying the stream segment, the entire length between the segments must be restored as a natural stream. If the impact consists only of stream crossings, then the restoration need only reflect the existing condition of the stream segment. Restoration of natural streams shall be designed to conform the length of a restored stream to at least Rosgen Level II channel classification in the basin as needed to meet the definition of restoration in Rule 62C-16.0021, F.A.C., considering the historic and reclaimed landscapes as determined using Applied River Morphology (Rosgen 1996), as incorporated by reference herein, or other comparable classification system approved by the Department, unless mitigating factors indicate that restoration of previously modified streams as a different type of lotic system would produce better results for the biological system and water quality.  A physical copy of Applied River Morphology (Rosgen 1996) is available for inspection and examination at the Florida Department of Environmental Protection, Mining and Mitigation Program, 2600 Blair Stone Road, Tallahassee, FL 32399 upon request by contacting MiningAndMitigation@floridadep.gov. Other than altered natural streams, as previously noted, restoration shall not be required for artificial surface waters that are not wetlands, constructed in areas that would otherwise be uplands.


(6) through (8) No change.

(9) Waste Disposal.


(a) through (b) No change.

(c) Solid Waste.


1. through 3. No change.

4. In no case shall solid waste be disposed in any natural or artificial body of water, including groundwater. Clean debris may be used as fill material in any area, pursuant to Sections 403.703(4) 403.703(33) and 403.707(2)(f), F.S.


(10) through (13) No change.
Rulemaking Authority 378.207 FS. Law Implemented 211.32, 378.207, 378.209 FS. History–New 10-6-80, Amended 7-19-81, Formerly 16C-16.051, Amended 2-22-87, Formerly 16C-16.0051, Amended 2-19-02, 5-28-06,             .
62C-16.0067 and Notices of Disturbance.


(1) No change.

(2) Inspections shall occur on an irregular basis at a frequency necessary to insure compliance with the provisions of these rules. The Department shall make at least quarterly inspections of all reclamation parcels where a disturbance has commenced and shall make a final inspection for purposes of certifying completion of reclamation and restoration. The Department shall utilize Phosphate Form 5, “Field Inspection Report,” incorporated by reference herein (effective date) (insert link), for all inspections. A copy of the form may be obtained by contacting the Department or at the following address: (WEB LINK).

(3) through (7) No change.

(8) Inspection of premining conditions and Notice of Disturbance.


(a) The operator shall provide a Notice of Disturbance to the Department at least 30 days, but no more than one year, prior to initiating a disturbance in each reclamation parcel. If notice was given and the disturbance was postponed for more than one year after notification, the operator shall submit an updated notice at least 30 days prior to initiating a disturbance. The Operator shall submit this notice using Phosphate Form 3, “Notice of Disturbance,” incorporated by reference herein (effective date) (insert link), for review by the Department. A copy of the form may be obtained by contacting the Department or at the following address: (WEB LINK). The form shall be submitted either by mail or digital format to Florida Department of Environmental Protection, Mining and Mitigation Program, 2600 Blair Stone Road, Mail Station 3577, Tallahassee, Florida, 32399 or MiningAndMitigation@floridadep.gov.

(b) through (c) No change.

(9) No change.
Rulemaking Authority 378.205 FS. Law Implemented 211.32, 378.205, 378.209 FS. History–New 10-6-80, Formerly 16C-16.067, Amended 2-22-87, Formerly 16C-16.0067, Amended 5-28-06,              .
62C-16.0091 Annual Mining and Reclamation Reports.


(1) On or before March 1 of each year after Department approval of its Conceptual Reclamation Plan, each operator shall submit to the Department an Annual Mining and Reclamation report describing mining and reclamation activities for the previous calendar year and proposed mining and reclamation activities for the current year for each mine under its control. If mining has not yet commenced, then the Annual Mining and Reclamation report need only describe the proposed mining and reclamation activities for the current calendar year. The report shall be submitted on Phosphate Form 2, “Annual Mining and Reclamation Report,” incorporated by reference herein (effective date) (insert link), for review by the Department. A copy of the form may be obtained by contacting the Department or at the following address: (WEB LINK). The form shall be submitted either by mail or digital format to Florida Department of Environmental Protection, Mining and Mitigation Program, 2600 Blair Stone Road, Mail Station 3577, Tallahassee, Florida, 32399 or MiningAndMitigation@floridadep.gov. the form incorporated by reference in Rule 62C-16.0095, F.A.C., and The report shall include:

(a) through (i) No change.

(2) through (3) No change.
Rulemaking Authority 378.205 FS. Law Implemented 211.32, 378.205 FS. History–New 10-6-80, Formerly 16C-16.091, Amended 2-22-87, Formerly 16C-16.0091, Amended 5-28-06,              .

