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62C-39.002 Definitions.  
For the purpose of this chapter, the following words and terms shall have the definitions and meanings ascribed to them in this section:
	(1) No change.
	(2) “Borrow Pit” means an area of land upon which excavation of surface resources has been conducted, is being conducted, or is planned to be conducted, as the term is commonly used in the mining trade; and is not considered a mine. Borrow Pits are limited to soil, organic soil, sand, or clay resources that can be removed with construction excavating equipment and loaded on a haul truck with no additional processing.
	(2) “Bureau” means the Bureau of Mine Reclamation, 2051 East Dirac Drive, Tallahassee, Florida 32310.
	(3) No change.
	(4) “Department” means the Department of Environmental Protection, 3900 Commonwealth Boulevard, Tallahassee, Florida 32399.
	(5) “Disturbance” mean those activities in which an operator modifies the land surface to conduct mining or borrow pit operations.
	(5) “Executive director” means the chief administrative officer of the Department or his designee.
	(6) through (8) No change.
	(9) “Mandatory” means those new surface areas disturbed by extraction operations after January 1, 1989.
	(9) through (15) renumbered (10) through (16) No change.
	(17) “Processing” means those activities in which an operator utilizes machinery or equipment to mechanically screen, scalp, wash, sort, or similarly separate or modify resources by size, type, or product; but does not include scalping screens to remove large rocks, wood, and debris.
	(16) through (20) renumbered (18) through (22) No change.
Rulemaking Authority 370.021, 378.404 FS. Law Implemented 378.403, 378.404 FS. History–New 1-19-89, Formerly 16C-39.002, Amended 1-3-02,              .
62C-39.003 Notices and Information Required.
	(1) New Mines. Operators of new mines and borrow pits shall notify the Department secretary of their intent to extract mine or their commencement of extraction mining operations, as follows:
	(a) Subsequent to the effective date of this rule, no operator may begin the process of extraction at a new mine or borrow pit without notifying the Department secretary of the intent to extract mine at least 30 days prior to the beginning of extraction mining operations. The notice shall include the information required in subsection (3), below.
	(b) No change.
	(2) Existing Mines. By January 1, 1989, operators of existing mines shall provide the Department secretary with a notice of mining which contains the information required in subsection (3), below. Notices of mining are not required for existing mines where no operations will occur after January 1, 1989.
	(3) Information Required. The following information shall be included as part of the notice of intent to extract mine or mining, whichever is applicable, for each mine and borrow pit subject to this rule. This information shall be submitted on Other Resources Form 1, “Notice of Intent to Extract Other Resources,” incorporated by reference herein (effective date) (insert link), for review by the Department.  A copy of the form may be obtained by contacting the Department or at the following address: (WEB LINK). in the form of an executed copy of DEP Form 53-031(16), incorporated by reference in Rule 62C-39.014, F.A.C.  The form shall be submitted either by mail or digital format to Florida Department of Environmental Protection, Mining and Mitigation Program, 2600 Blair Stone Road, Mail Station 3577, Tallahassee, Florida, 32399 or MiningAndMitigation@floridadep.gov.
	(a) through (c) No change.
	(d) A list of each mine or borrow pit covered by the notice of intent to extract mine or mining; a description of the location of each mine or borrow pit, including the county, township, range, and section; and a recent aerial photograph that clearly indicates the location of each existing or future mine or borrow pit. Aerial photographs obtained from the county property appraiser’s office, a commercial source, or through the Department of Transportation, shall be acceptable.
	(e) Resource to be extracted, and mine or borrow pit acreage.
	(f) A list of mining or reclamation permits known to be required, the permitting agency, and the status of each permit.
	(g) The estimated life of the mine to the nearest year for each mine or borrow pit covered by the notice of intent to extract mine or mining.
	(h) No change.
	(4) Cessation of Operations.
	(a) An operator shall notify the Department secretary within 30 days following a temporary or permanent cessation of extraction mining at a mine or borrow pit except when the temporary cessation period is less than 12 months. Such notice may be verbal or shall be in writing. The operator may use Other Resources Form 3, “Other Resources Notice of Cessation of Operations,” incorporated by reference herein (effective date) (insert link), for review by the Department.  A copy of the form may be obtained by contacting the Department or at the following address: (WEB LINK).  If notice is provided in writing, the use of DEP Form 53-033(16) is suggested, but not required.  The form shall be submitted either by mail or digital format to Florida Department of Environmental Protection, Mining and Mitigation Program, 2600 Blair Stone Road, Mail Station 3577, Tallahassee, Florida, 32399 or MiningAndMitigation@floridadep.gov.
	(b) An operator shall notify the Department secretary of any other changes to information supplied with the notice of extraction mining within 60 days of determining the change.
Rulemaking Authority 378.404 FS. Law Implemented 378.404, 378.801, 378.802 FS. History–New 1-19-89, Formerly 16C-39.003, Amended          .
62C-39.004 Document Format and Standards.
The use of standardized forms referenced in this rule is required to ensure insure that all requests that require agency action are handled in an efficient and expeditious manner. Additional pages needed to complete each form shall conform to the standards in this section. The number of copies to be submitted shall be specified on each form. The following standards shall apply:
	(1) through (4) No change.
Rulemaking Authority 378.404 FS. Law Implemented 378.404 FS. History–New 1-19-89, Formerly 16C-39.004, Amended         .
62C-39.006 Agency Review Procedures.
All agency reviews shall be conducted as follows:
	(1) Within 30 days after receipt of an operator’s notice of intent to extract mining, notice of changes, or other required information, the Department shall review the notice or required information and shall request the submittal of any additional information required by the rules.
	(2) The operator shall provide the additional information requested within 90 45 days of receipt of the request or shall request an extension of the 90-day 45-day period. The extension request shall include the date by which the information can be provided and the reason for the extension. The Department shall approve reasonable requests for extensions that are based on the need of the operator to complete data collection.
	(3) through (6) No change.
Rulemaking Authority 378.404 FS. Law Implemented 378.404, 378.405 FS. History–New 1-19-89, Formerly 16C-39.006, Amended          .
62C-39.008 Reclamation Standards.
The Department is authorized to inspect all mines and borrow pits subject to this rule to determine compliance with rule requirements and to determine if reclamation has been properly completed thereby allowing the release of the operator from further obligations. The following standards shall apply to all areas disturbed by extraction mining operations in new mines and borrow pits and all new surface areas disturbed after January 1, 1989, at existing mines.
	(1) No change.
	(a) Contouring shall be initiated and completed no later than one year after the calendar year in which extraction  mining operations cease for any given area. The Department shall waive this requirement for any reasonable length of time when a waiver is necessary to prevent the unacceptable contamination of the resource being extracted.
	(b) Revegetation activities shall be initiated as soon as practical and completed no later than one year after the calendar year in which the final contours are established in an area unless revegetation activities will interfere with extraction mining operations.
	(c) Reclamation activities through revegetation shall be completed within three years of the cessation of extraction mining operations at the mine.
	(d) If extraction mining operations temporarily cease at a mine for more than 12 months, the operator shall comply with one of the following options:
	1. through 3. No change.
	(e) If extraction mining operations cease, for whatever reason, for more than two years at a mine or borrow pit, then all of the requirements of this section shall be met. This period shall be extended for a maximum of five years when the cessation of extraction mining is caused by governmental action during the review of environmental permit applications. However, the Department shall direct the operator to complete those reclamation activities necessary to protect the public health and safety.
	(f) The requirements of paragraphs (d) and (e), above, shall be suspended upon the resumption of extraction mining.
	(2) through (4) No change.
	(5) Final Slopes. The final slopes shall be such an angle as to minimize the possibility of slides and shall not exceed the natural angle of repose of the material being mined.
	(a) No change.
	1. If the material being extraction mined is sand, the maximum reclaimed slope shall be calculated using the angle of repose of the product stockpile. The angle of repose is defined as the slope angle of the product stockpile measured along an undisturbed portion of the pile. Given a vertical component of one unit, the corresponding minimum horizontal component of the reclaimed slope shall be calculated by dividing 1.5, the minimum acceptable factor of safety, by the tangent of the angle of repose of the sand stockpile.
	2. For all other resources, the steepest reclaimed slope shall be calculated by determining the angle of repose of the actual material being extracted mined and applying a minimum factor of safety of 1.5. The angle of repose and the factor of safety shall be determined using standard geotechnical engineering practices.
	(b) In mines and borrow pits resulting in lakes the reclaimed slope shall extend from the top of the mine wall to a depth of five feet below the water surface and shall not exceed the steepest slope allowed by paragraph (a), above.
	(6) Contouring and Erosion Prevention. Any overburden and spoil shall be left in a configuration which is in accordance with accepted soil conservation practices and which is suitable for the proposed future use of the land.
	(a) All upland areas disturbed by extraction mining operations must be revegetated in quantities and densities necessary to prevent and control erosion and to provide stability to the slope. Erosional areas shall be repaired until a vegetative cover is fully established and the land is released.
	(b) No change.
	(7) No change.
Rulemaking Authority 378.404 FS. Law Implemented 378.404, 378.802, 378.803 FS. History–New 1-19-89, Formerly 16C-39.008, Amended           .
62C-39.010 Release Procedures.
	(1) Upon completion of reclamation requirements in an area, the operator shall notify the Department and provide a map which specifically delineates the completed area. The notice shall be an executed copy of Other Resouces Form 2, “Other Resources Reclamation Release Request,” incorporated by reference herein (effective date) (insert link), for review by the Department.  A copy of the form may be obtained by contacting the Department or at the following address: (WEB LINK) DEP Form 53-032(16), incorporated by reference in Rule 62C-39.014, F.A.C.  The form shall be submitted either by mail or digital format to Florida Department of Environmental Protection, Mining and Mitigation Program, 2600 Blair Stone Road, Mail Station 3577, Tallahassee, Florida, 32399 or MiningAndMitigation@floridadep.gov.
	(2) through (4) No change.
	(5) If an operator wishes to resume extraction mining operations within a released area, the area to be disturbed shall be considered to be an undisturbed area for the purposes of this chapter and notification shall be made in accordance with the full provisions of this chapter.
Rulemaking Authority 378.404 FS. Law Implemented 378.404 FS. History–New 1-19-89, Formerly 16C-39.010, Amended       .




