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FISCAL YEAR 2015-2016 
FLORIDA STATE PARK SYSTEM – ECONOMIC IMPACT ASSESSMENT 

 
 

Summary of Data 

Based on Fiscal Year (FY) 2015-2016 data, a total of 31,840,658 Florida residents 
and visitors enjoyed our award-winning system of state parks and trails.  This year 
the estimated total economic impact of Florida State Parks is $2.8 billion in direct 
economic impact, generating approximately $191 million in increased sales tax 
revenue.  In addition, 45,525 jobs were supported as a result of state park 
operations.  The implication of this data is that for every 1,000 persons visiting a 
state park in Florida, the total direct impact on the local community is almost 
$89,361. 
 

 
 

ADMINISTRATIVE UNIT
TOTAL DIRECT 

 IMPACT

INCREASED
STATE SALES 

TAX
JOBS

SUPPORTED

CENTRAL 755,888,866$        51,439,748$    12,094
HEADQUARTERS 12,750,959$          0$                  204
NORTHEAST 444,754,910$        30,006,473$    7,116

NORTHWEST 375,826,250$        25,065,399$    6,013

SOUTHEAST 641,492,186$        43,444,708$    10,264

SOUTHWEST 614,585,325$        41,648,206$    9,833

STATEWIDE 2,845,298,495$     191,604,535$  45,525

FY 2015-2016 DIRECT ECONOMIC IMPACT BY 
ADMINISTRATIVE UNIT



 

The 10 units with the greatest direct economic impacts in the state are shown above.  
The economic impacts of these parks are due to their location and level of development, 
leading to high attendance and park expenditure levels.  Those parks which are fully 
developed and can sustain high attendance have the largest direct economic impact on 
the local economy.



Definition of Terms 

1. Total Direct Economic Impact: The amount of new dollars spent in a local economy 
by non-local park visitors and park operations. 

 
2. Increased State Sales Tax: The estimated amount of tax dollars the state receives 

as a result of park visitor expenditures. 
 

3. Total Jobs Supported: This may be any combination of seasonal, temporary, part-
time or full-time employment that adds up to 16 full-time jobs per $1 million in 
total new expenditures in the local area.  Source:[Cullinane Thomas, C., C. Huber, 
and L. Koontz. 2015. 2014 National Park visitor spending effects: Economic 
contributions to local communities, states, and the Nation. Natural Resource 
Report NPS/NRSS/EQD/NRR—2015/947. National Park Service, Fort Collins, 
Colorado].  The previous Economic Impact Assessment conducted by the Division 
of Recreation and Parks applied a factor 16 full-time jobs per $1 million in total 
new expenditures for FY 2015-2016. 
 

4. Park Annual Attendance: The total attendance which occurred during the 12-
month FY 2015-2016.  Source: DEP Office of Financial Management. 
 

5. Non-Local Visitor Percentage: The percentage of visitors to a state park unit that 
are not from the local area.  “Impact” is a measure of new dollars introduced to a 
community.  According to the 2006 Florida State Park Visitor Survey, on average, 
74% of Florida state park visitors traveled more than 50 miles to reach a state 
park. 
 

6. Average Per-Person Per-Day Expenditure: For the purposes of this assessment, 
the average per-person, per-day expenditure is defined as the average amount 
that residents and non-residents traveling by automobile will spend, per-person, 
per-day in Florida.  The spending categories include transportation, food (grocery 
& restaurant), and lodging.  State park-specific data on this factor is not available.  
The information on visitor expenditures for this assessment is provided by VISIT 
FLORIDA. 
 

7. FY 2015-2016 Expenditures: Total expenditures (salaries/benefits, operating 
expenses, and fixed capital expenditures) made by the park or administrative unit 
during the 12-month FY 2015-2016.  Source: DEP Office of Financial Management. 
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$              
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$              
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$              

2,217,660
$        

286,939
$          

2,504,599
$       
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0.74
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$              

16,143,518
$      

528,662
$          
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M
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0.74
116.17

$              
4,144,325

$        
95,133

$            
4,239,458

$       
290,103

$          
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M
anatee S

prings
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0.74
116.17

$              
25,057,741

$      
665,546

$          
25,723,287

$     
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$       
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M
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0.74
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$              
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$        
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$          
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$            
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116.17
$              
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$          
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$              
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$          
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$              
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$          

39
Palatka-Lake B

utler
104,642

0.74
116.17

$              
8,995,633

$        
95,864

$            
9,091,497

$       
629,694

$          
145

Paynes Prairie
232,296

0.74
116.17

$              
19,969,511

$      
1,544,861

$       
21,514,373

$     
1,397,866

$       
344

Price's S
crub

1,291
0.74

116.17
$              

110,982
$          

7,011
$              

117,993
$          

7,769
$             

2
Pum

pkin H
ill C

reek
21,062

0.74
116.17

$              
1,810,612

$        
148,230

$          
1,958,842

$       
126,743

$          
31

R
ainbow

 S
prings

364,391
0.74

116.17
$              

31,325,164
$      

851,073
$          

32,176,237
$     

2,192,761
$       

515
R
iver R

ise
21,147

0.74
116.17

$              
1,817,919

$        
0

$                    
1,817,919

$       
127,254

$          
29

S
an Felasco H

am
m

ock
72,105

0.74
116.17

$              
6,198,564

$        
136,919

$          
6,335,483

$       
433,899

$          
101

S
tephen Foster

107,999
0.74

116.17
$              

9,284,220
$        

1,245,860
$       

10,530,081
$     

649,895
$          

168
S
uw

annee R
iver

51,051
0.74

116.17
$              

4,388,640
$        

344,062
$          

4,732,702
$       

307,205
$          

76
S
uw

annee R
iver W

ilderness
0

0.74
116.17

$              
0

$                    
67,886

$            
67,886

$            
0

$                    
1

Troy S
pring

7,970
0.74

116.17
$              

685,147
$          

60,124
$            

745,271
$          

47,960
$            

12
W

accasassa B
ay

73,041
0.74

116.17
$              

6,279,028
$        

147,260
$          

6,426,288
$       

439,532
$          

103
W

es S
kiles Peacock S

prings
12,145

0.74
116.17

$              
1,044,055

$        
47,716

$            
1,091,771

$       
73,084

$            
17

W
ithlacoochee

419,040
0.74

116.17
$              

36,023,109
$      

145,274
$          

36,168,383
$     

2,521,618
$       

579
Yellow

 B
luff Fort

0
0.74

116.17
$              

0
$                    

0
$                    

0
$                    

0
$                    

0
Yulee S

ugar M
ill R

uins
78,954

0.74
116.17

$              
6,787,344

$        
0

$                    
6,787,344

$       
475,114

$          
109

D
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2,139,563
$       

2,139,563
$       

$                       
34

D
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TR
IC
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L
4,986,447

428,663,906
$    

16,091,004
$      

444,754,910
$    

30,006,473
$     

7,116

*N
on-local ratio average derived from

 the 2006 Florida S
tate Park V

isitor S
tudy.

**Per person per day visitor expenditure data is provided by V
isit Florida.
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A
ddison B

lockhouse
87

0.74
116.17

$             
7,479

$             
0

$                    
7,479

$             
524

$               
0

A
llen D

avid B
roussard C

atfish C
reek

9,285
0.74

116.17
$             

798,192
$          

52,789
$           

850,981
$         

55,873
$           

14
A
nastasia

895,783
0.74

116.17
$             

77,006,702
$     

1,316,675
$       

78,323,377
$     

5,390,469
$      

1,253
B
lue S

pring
568,847

0.74
116.17

$             
48,901,387

$     
1,024,143

$       
49,925,530

$     
3,423,097

$      
799

B
ulow

 C
reek

117,426
0.74

116.17
$             

10,094,620
$     

0
$                    

10,094,620
$     

706,623
$         

162
B
ulow

 Plantation R
uins

22,384
0.74

116.17
$             

1,924,258
$       

49,023
$           

1,973,281
$       

134,698
$         

32
C
olt C

reek
22,519

0.74
116.17

$             
1,935,864

$       
654,324

$          
2,590,188

$       
135,510

$         
41

D
e Leon S

prings
229,184

0.74
116.17

$             
19,701,986

$     
602,931

$          
20,304,917

$     
1,379,139

$      
325

D
unns C

reek
32,446

0.74
116.17

$             
2,789,246

$       
487,802

$          
3,277,048

$       
195,247

$         
52

Faver-D
ykes

39,873
0.74

116.17
$             

3,427,714
$       

239,671
$          

3,667,386
$       

239,940
$         

59
Fort M

ose
49,191

0.74
116.17

$             
4,228,744

$       
51,549

$           
4,280,292

$       
296,012

$         
68

G
am

ble R
ogers at Flagler B

each
167,004

0.74
116.17

$             
14,356,632

$     
635,714

$          
14,992,346

$     
1,004,964

$      
240

G
eneral Jam

es A
. V

an Fleet
11,673

0.74
116.17

$             
1,003,479

$       
156,650

$          
1,160,129

$       
70,244

$           
19

H
aw

 C
reek

5,490
0.74

116.17
$             

471,952
$          

0
$                    

471,952
$         

33,037
$           

8
H

ontoon Island
58,072

0.74
116.17

$             
4,992,206

$       
291,299

$          
5,283,505

$       
349,454

$         
85

Indian R
iver Lagoon

0
0.74

116.17
$             

0
$                    

0
$                    

0
$                   

0
$                   

0
K
issim

m
ee Prairie

22,098
0.74

116.17
$             

1,899,672
$       

738,281
$          

2,637,953
$       

132,977
$         

42
Lake G

riffin
52,405

0.74
116.17

$             
4,505,038

$       
346,402

$          
4,851,440

$       
315,353

$         
78

Lake K
issim

m
ee

88,202
0.74

116.17
$             

7,582,355
$       

779,116
$          

8,361,472
$       

530,765
$         

134
Lake Louisa

162,225
0.74

116.17
$             

13,945,802
$     

823,090
$          

14,768,892
$     

976,206
$         

236
Low

er W
ekiva R

iver
66,820

0.74
116.17

$             
5,744,235

$       
0

$                    
5,744,235

$       
402,096

$         
92

M
arjorie H

arris C
arr C

ross Florida
3,210,861

0.74
116.17

$             
276,024,235

$    
2,606,237

$       
278,630,471

$   
19,321,696

$    
4,458

N
orth Peninsula

265,657
0.74

116.17
$             

22,837,417
$     

0
$                    

22,837,417
$     

1,598,619
$      

365
O

keechobee B
attlefield

71
0.74

116.17
$             

6,104
$             

7,122
$             

13,226
$           

427
$               

0
Palatka-to-S

t. A
ugustine

58,583
0.74

116.17
$             

5,036,134
$       

30,131
$           

5,066,266
$       

352,529
$         

81
R
avine G

ardens
182,910

0.74
116.17

$             
15,724,004

$     
639,468

$          
16,363,473

$     
1,100,680

$      
262

R
ock S

prings R
un

58,307
0.74

116.17
$             

5,012,408
$       

69,218
$           

5,081,626
$       

350,869
$         

81
S
ebastian Inlet

897,135
0.74

116.17
$             

77,122,928
$     

1,463,019
$       

78,585,947
$     

5,398,605
$      

1,257
S
ilver S

prings
414,518

0.74
116.17

$             
35,634,371

$     
3,974,730

$       
39,609,101

$     
2,494,406

$      
634

S
t. S

ebastian R
iver 

160,909
0.74

116.17
$             

13,832,671
$     

413,829
$          

14,246,500
$     

968,287
$         

228
Tom

oka
171,338

0.74
116.17

$             
14,729,208

$     
770,716

$          
15,499,925

$     
1,031,045

$      
248

W
ashington O

aks
103,127

0.74
116.17

$             
8,865,395

$       
649,774

$          
9,515,169

$       
620,578

$         
152

W
ekiw

a S
prings

403,778
0.74

116.17
$             

34,711,099
$     

1,105,729
$       

35,816,828
$     

2,429,777
$      
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D
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1,055,893

$       
1,055,893
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D
IS

TR
IC

T 3 TO
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8,548,208

734,853,539
$    

21,035,327
$     

755,888,866
$   

51,439,748
$    

12,094

*N
on-local ratio average derived from

 the 2006 Florida S
tate Park V

isitor S
tudy.

**Per person per day visitor expenditure data is provided by V
isit Florida.

***16 jobs per $1 m
illion in total expenditures in local area [C

ullinane Thom
as, C

., C
. H

uber, and L. K
oontz. 2015. 2014 N

ational Park visitor spending effects: Econom
ic contributions to local com

m
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R
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PS
/N

R
S
S
/EQ

D
/N

R
R
—

2015/947. N
ational Park S

ervice, Fort C
ollins, C

olorado]. S
TA

TE P
A

R
K

 S
Y

S
TEM

 D
IR

EC
T EC

O
N

O
M

IC
 IM

P
A

C
T A

S
S

ES
S

M
EN

T
FIS

C
A

L Y
EA

R
 2

0
1

5
-2

0
1

6
D

IS
TR

IC
T 3



PA
R
K
/TR

A
IL

 PA
R
K
 A

N
N

U
A
L

A
TTEN

D
A
N

C
E 

X

A
V
ER

A
G

E 
N

O
N

-LO
C
A
L

V
IS

ITO
R

PER
C
EN

T*
X

A
V
ER

A
G

E PER
-

PER
S
O

N
/D

A
Y

EX
PEN

D
ITU

R
E**

=

V
IS

ITO
R

EX
PEN

D
ITU

R
ES

IN
 LO

C
A
L A

R
EA

+
FY 15/16

EX
PEN

D
ITU

R
ES

=

TO
TA

L D
IR

EC
T

EC
O

N
O

M
IC

IM
PA

C
T

 

IN
C
R
EA

S
ED

S
TA

TE S
A
LES

TA
X
 R

EV
EN

U
E 

O
N

 V
IS

ITO
R
 

EX
PEN

D
ITU

R
ES

 
(7%

)

TO
TA

L JO
B
S

S
U

PPO
R
TED

***

A
lafia R

iver
93,764

0.74
116.17

$              
8,060,497

$        
413,466

$          
8,473,963

$       
564,235

$          
136

A
nclote K

ey
212,623

0.74
116.17

$              
18,278,306

$      
57,954

$            
18,336,260

$     
1,279,481

$       
293

C
aladesi Island

291,383
0.74

116.17
$              

25,048,973
$      

352,049
$          

25,401,021
$     

1,753,428
$       

406
C
ayo C

osta
76,737

0.74
116.17

$              
6,596,758

$        
756,107

$          
7,352,864

$       
461,773

$          
118

C
harlotte H

arbor
235,162

0.74
116.17

$              
20,215,889

$      
336,325

$          
20,552,214

$     
1,415,112

$       
329

C
ockroach B

ay
0

0.74
116.17

$              
0

$                    
0

$                    
0

$                    
0

$                    
0

C
ollier-S

em
inole

22,021
0.74

116.17
$              

1,893,053
$        

2,116,366
$       

4,009,419
$       

132,514
$          

64
D

ade B
attlefield

32,280
0.74

116.17
$              

2,774,976
$        

232,949
$          

3,007,925
$       

194,248
$          

48
D

elnor-W
iggins Pass

582,208
0.74

116.17
$              

50,049,976
$      

964,012
$          

51,013,988
$     

3,503,498
$       

816
D

on Pedro Island
59,215

0.74
116.17

$              
5,090,465

$        
79,987

$            
5,170,452

$       
356,333

$          
83

Egm
ont K

ey
235,230

0.74
116.17

$              
20,221,735

$      
121,283

$          
20,343,018

$     
1,415,521

$       
325

Estero B
ay

14,715
0.74

116.17
$              

1,264,987
$        

114,705
$          

1,379,692
$       

88,549
$           

22
Fakahatchee S

trand
99,137

0.74
116.17

$              
8,522,392

$        
486,054

$          
9,008,445

$       
596,567

$          
144

G
asparilla Island

306,147
0.74

116.17
$              

26,318,172
$      

323,600
$          

26,641,772
$     

1,842,272
$       

426
H

ighlands H
am

m
ock

174,908
0.74

116.17
$              

15,036,106
$      

912,366
$          

15,948,472
$     

1,052,527
$       

255
H

illsborough R
iver

223,625
0.74

116.17
$              

19,224,102
$      

1,135,889
$       

20,359,991
$     

1,345,687
$       

326
H

oneym
oon Island

1,267,746
0.74

116.17
$              

108,982,799
$    

1,179,617
$       

110,162,416
$    

7,628,796
$       

1,763
JP B

enjam
in C

onfederate M
em

orial at G
am

ble Plantation
73,273

0.74
116.17

$              
6,298,972

$        
218,590

$          
6,517,562

$       
440,928

$          
104

K
oreshan

129,389
0.74

116.17
$              

11,123,029
$      

778,473
$          

11,901,502
$     

778,612
$          

190
Lake June-in-W

inter S
crub

5,487
0.74

116.17
$              

471,694
$          

68,307
$            

540,002
$          

33,019
$           

9
Lake M

anatee
60,819

0.74
116.17

$              
5,228,354

$        
333,299

$          
5,561,653

$       
365,985

$          
89

Little M
anatee R

iver
54,133

0.74
116.17

$              
4,653,587

$        
380,576

$          
5,034,163

$       
325,751

$          
81

Lovers K
ey

1,026,456
0.74

116.17
$              

88,240,111
$      

691,046
$          

88,931,157
$     

6,176,808
$       

1,423
M

adira B
ickel M

ound
15,594

0.74
116.17

$              
1,340,551

$        
0

$                    
1,340,551

$       
93,839

$           
21

M
ound K

ey
1,043

0.74
116.17

$              
89,662

$            
0

$                    
89,662

$            
6,276

$             
1

M
yakka R

iver
367,126

0.74
116.17

$              
31,560,280

$      
1,921,599

$       
33,481,879

$     
2,209,220

$       
536

O
scar S

cherer
247,978

0.74
116.17

$              
21,317,627

$      
1,421,681

$       
22,739,308

$     
1,492,234

$       
364

Paynes C
reek

31,899
0.74

116.17
$              

2,742,223
$        

205,338
$          

2,947,561
$       

191,956
$          

47
S
kyw

ay Fishing Pier
231,692

0.74
116.17

$              
19,917,588

$      
0

$                    
19,917,588

$     
1,394,231

$       
319

S
outh Fork (form

erly B
eker)

20
0.74

116.17
$              

1,719
$              

0
$                    

1,719
$              

120
$                

0
S
tum

p Pass B
each

225,848
0.74

116.17
$              

19,415,204
$      

108,318
$          

19,523,522
$     

1,359,064
$       

312
Terra C

eia
86,693

0.74
116.17

$              
7,452,633

$        
99,468

$            
7,552,101

$       
521,684

$          
121

W
eeki W

achee S
prings

397,832
0.74

116.17
$              

34,199,946
$      

2,371,333
$       

36,571,280
$     

2,393,996
$       

585
W

erner-B
oyce S

alt S
prings

19,506
0.74

116.17
$              

1,676,849
$        

231,813
$          

1,908,662
$       

117,379
$          

31
W

ingate C
reek (form

erly B
eker)

0
0.74

116.17
$              

0
$                    

0
$                    

0
$                    

0
$                    

0
Ybor C

ity
19,370

0.74
116.17

$              
1,665,158

$        
178,104

$          
1,843,262

$       
116,561

$          
29
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1,020,279
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1,020,279
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594,974,374
$    

19,610,951
$      

614,585,325
$    

41,648,206
$     

9,833

*N
on-local ratio average derived from

 the 2006 Florida S
tate Park V

isitor S
tudy.

**Per person per day visitor expenditure data is provided by V
isit Florida.

***16 jobs per $1 m
illion in total expenditures in local area [C

ullinane Thom
as, C

., C
. H

uber, and L. K
oontz. 2015. 2014 N
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m
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**Per person per day visitor expenditure data is provided by V
isit Florida.
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