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Historical Background 

Fort Mose is one of only a few sites in Florida where an autonomous community of free men and 
women of African heritage existed alongside European colonial civilizations. 

Out of the colonial period autonomous black maroon communities, Fort Mose stands out as a time and 
place where self-emancipated persons and their descendants played a unified, integral role in the 
geopolitics and wars waged between new world empires at this early point in Florida history. Not only 
was the African American community free at Fort Mose; it operated as a sociopolitical entity within 
Spanish Florida, acting as a first defense against British invasion of St. Augustine from the northern 
English colonies. Today, this interpretive project honors their legacy of perseverance, victory, and 
freedom. 

Project Description 

A 2500 square foot ADA-compliant structure will be built in the style of an 18th century Spanish colonial 
outpost inspired by the original 1738 Fort Mose and akin to other outposts built by the Spanish across 
northeastern Florida during that time. The proposed location is on St. Johns County land leased to 
Division of Recreation & Parks for management under Fort Mose State Park. Since no exact description 
of the original fort survives, this structure is not an exact replica. Rather, it shall serve as an interpretive 
aid for visitors and re-enactors to better understand this period of history, and to engage with the story 
of the free black community at Fort Mose. 
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The option to create a historically inspired structure for interpretation and re-enactment was preferred 
and selected out of a range of other possibilities, such as superimposed etched-glass imaging. This 
course of action was selected because, given the active presence of a historical re-enactment 
community, a physically occupiable interpretive space was deemed more ideal than two-dimensional 
imagery. 

The bastion wall surrounding Fort Mose will include gaps so that audiences can more readily observe re-
enactments. These gaps are intended to serve as “snapshots in time”, mimicking damage sustained 
during siege by the British, adding another interpretive resource for story-building while making re-
enactments more viewable. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Additional Considerations 

Various interior and exterior portions of the fort structure may be used as a space for public 
interpretation aided by park materials. Interpretive materials will need space for storage when not on 
public display. It is recommended that this storage space be incorporated in a way that does not conflict 
with the historically inspired aesthetic of the interpretive fort structure. Regarding accessibility, times 
during which the fort structure shall be open to the public will be scheduled at the discretion of the park 
and district. From a logistical staff-oriented standpoint, the ideal may be to align the fort’s schedule with 
the open-hours of the nearby interpretive center. 

Proposed Fort Interpretive Structure 
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Currently, no utility connections are proposed for the fort project. However, such installations may be 
added as needed. Any visible utility features, such as electrical lines or air conditioning, should likewise 
not conflict with the historically inspired aesthetic of the interpretive fort structure. 

Added impervious surface will likely warrant stormwater conveyance or capture. 

This interpretive project does not establish precedent for future projects in Florida State Parks; all 
opportunities for interpreting historical sites are planned case-by-case. Options not taken in some 
circumstances – descriptive panels, superimposed etched-glass viewing panels, etc. – are still tenable for 
interpretation of other historical scenarios at this park or elsewhere in the park system. The Division of 
Recreation and Parks is confident in this project as a means of approaching and presenting the history of 
Fort Mose. 

Resource Impact Assessment 

Fort Mose occupied two locations in its history. The site of the original 1738 Fort Mose is now thought 
to lie submerged among estuaries outside the state park boundary. The site of the second Fort Mose 
rebuilt by the Spanish after the original fort’s destruction by the British is located elsewhere in the state 
park, unaffected by this proposed reconstruction. 

The current understanding of history and archaeology at Fort Mose State Park holds that no historically 
sensitive areas will be impacted by this reconstruction. The fort reconstruction is not being built at 
either of the locations of the original 18th century Spanish fort. No areas of archaeological sensitivity 
identified by the Florida Master Site File overlap with the footprint of the proposed structure. 

The structure’s footprint lies within a 1.33-acre area of previous disturbance and development not 
classified as any natural community recognized by FNAI. This developed area is adjacent to maritime 
hammock and salt marsh. Given the disturbed character of the vegetation present at the proposed site, 
no negative impact to natural communities is foreseen. 
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Interagency Review 

Letters of Support and ARC Process Comments 

August 2022 
 

 

• Florida Department of State, Division of Historical Resources – Cultural Resources Review 
• St. Johns River Water Management District – Natural Resources Review 
• St. Johns County – Local Government Review 
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Florida Department of Environmental Protection                                    July 14, 2022 
Division of Recreation and Parks 
Office of Park Planning 
 
Re:       DHR No.: 2022-1572 

Project: Fort Mose State Park Interpretive Project 
 
To Whom It May Concern: 
 
Our office reviewed the referenced project in accordance with Chapter 267, Florida Statutes, and 
implementing state regulations, for possible effects on historic properties listed, or eligible for listing, in 
the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP), or otherwise of historical, architectural or 
archaeological value.  
 
It is the recommendation of this office that ground-disturbing activities associated with this project be 
monitored by a professional archaeologist. The purpose of monitoring will be to identify archaeological 
deposits or significant artifacts that may be encountered. Should significant archaeological deposits, 
features or artifacts be encountered, the archaeologist must be empowered to direct the project activities 
to shift away from such resources. This discretionary power would enable the monitor to contact this 
office and to determine measures that must be taken to avoid, minimize adverse effects to the site; or to 
proceed to recover the archaeological resources in a professional manner. When the archaeologist has 
completed recordation and/or recovery measures the project activities would be allowed to continue as 
planned. At completion of the project, the archaeological monitor must compile a monitoring report in 
accordance with the provisions of Chapter 1A-46, Florida Administrative Code to be forwarded to this 
office. In the event that unmarked human remains are encountered during permitted activities, all work 
shall stop immediately and the proper authorities notified in accordance with Section 872.05, Florida 
Statutes. 
 
In addition, because the project will occur on state lands, it will require a 1A-32 permit. The archaeological 
consultant should contact Brandon Ackermann at Brandon.Ackermann@DOS.myflorida.com or 850-245-
6334, Bureau of Archaeological Research. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
If you have any questions, please contact Jennifer Tobias, Historic Sites Specialist, by email at 
Jennifer.Tobias@dos.myflorida.com. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Timothy A. Parsons, Ph.D. 
Director, Division of Historical Resources and State Historic Preservation Officer 
 







Dear Mr. Alsentzer,

Thank you for reaching out to the St. Johns County Historic Resources Management Office regarding 
the proposed fort construction at Fort Mose. My only concern is that this construction focuses more 
so on the site’s history as a fortification rather then a free black community of escaped slaves by 
excluding residential structures that would add to the interpretation possibilities to the site. As the 
plan document states though it is an “interpretive aid” to give guests an idea of what the site may 
have looked like and is not definitive. It may be a good idea to position the fort so that additional 
structures may be built around it at some point in the future to expand on the interpretation of the 
Fort Mose settlement.

Sincerely,
Trey Asner

Trey A. Asner
Cultural Resources Coordinator
St. Johns County Growth Management
Direct: (904) 209-0623
Cell: (904) 599-3801
tasner@sjcfl.us







From: Jan Brewer
To: Alsentzer, Daniel
Cc: Beverly Frazier; Gail Oliver; Teresa Bishop
Subject: Fort Mose
Attachments: 060121.Blocker.Fort Mose Grant.pdf

Daniel – you requested a letter of support from St. Johns County for the draft plan for the proposed
construction of a fort replica at Fort Mose Historic State Park to send to the Florida Acquisition &
Restoration Council for final evaluation. On June 1, 2021 the St. Johns County Board of County
Commissioners sent a letter to Tim Parsons supporting the grant application for the reconstruction. I
trust that the letter, which is attached, will suffice as the County’s demonstration of support for the
project.
Thank you -
Jan Brewer
Environmental Division Manager
St. Johns County Growth Management
4040 Lewis Speedway
Office: 904.209.0617 / Cell: 904.599.5695
PLEASE NOTE: Florida has a very broad public records law. Most written communications to or from
the St. Johns County Board of County Commissioners and employees regarding public business are
public records available to the public and media through a request. Your e-mail communications may
be subject to public disclosure.
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