Florida Department of Environmental Protection

CITIZEN SUPPORT ORGANIZATION
2019 LEGISLATIVE REPORT
(pursuant to Section 20.058 Florida Statutes)

Citizen Support Organizatton {C50) Name: Frlends of Fort Cooper
Mailing Address: 100 8. Dld Floral Clty Rd, Inverness, FL 34452-6913

Telephone Number: 352-726-0315 Website Address (if applicable): www.FriendsofFortCooper.com

Statatory Authority: )

Section 20,2551, F.S., Citizen saupport organizations; wse of property; audit; public records; partnerships. In
summary, the statute specifies the organizational requirements, operational parameters, duties of a CSO to support the
Department of Environmental Pratection (Department), or individual mits of the Department, use of Depariment
property, audit requirements, public records requirements, and authorizes public-private pantnerships to enhance lands
managed by the Depanment.

Section 258.015, F.S., Citizen support organizations; use of property; audit. In summary, the statute defines a CS0,
requires authorization by the Division of Recreation and Parks, and specifies the use of property. This statute authorizes
the Partnerships in Parks (PIP) program for state parks, the program®s operational parameters, C5¢)'s operational

ters, and donor recognition.

CS50¥s Mission:

The Friends are organized to operate exclusively for educational and charitable purposes and to function as a
support group for Fort Cooper State Park. The Friends will work to increase public awareness aboit the Park
and its local heritage and will provide volunteer service for the advancement of Park programs. The Friends
will assist the State of Florida Department of Environmental Protection with the preservation and conservation
of Park property including structures, grounds, recreational facilities, end Lake Holathlikaha, The Friends may
raise funds through denations, gifts, contributions, product sales and grants,

Dezcription of the CS0’s Results Obtained:;

We had 538 fourth grade students participating in the Annual Living History Days, We had 425 visitors attend
the annual Music in the Park Bluegrass Festival. Live entertainment was added to the 2-day Fori Cooper Days
reenactments. Additionally, an increase of visitors came out for the annual 3-day Nights of Lights having 4228
people attend. Over $3,600 was spent on equipment purchases/parts/repairs for Park equipment and vehicles.
The CSQ paid for cypress planks to finish a fence project. They also purchased a new refrigerator for the
Ranger Station. Two new public educational programs were continued specifically on bats and bird walks.




Description of the CSQO’s Plans for the Next Three Fiscal Years:

To continue supporting the Park by purchasing materials for improvements and enhancements. Provide funding
for a boat dock/pier to improve lake access for fishing and launching kayaks and canoes. Provide funding for a
new ADA playground to replace aging and non-compliant playground. Provide manpower for labor intensive
activities including but not limited to power washing walkways, painting/staining picnic tables, kiosks, gazebo
etc., maintaining five miles of hiking trails, and providing educational programs to the local community.

X CSO’s Code of Ethics is attached, and if the CSO has a website the code of ethics is posted
conspicuously.

X CSO has attached the most recent Internal Revenue Service (IRS) Form 990, 990-EZ, or 990-N receipt.
If filing the 990-N the Department requires the 990 or 990-EZ as a worksheet. All IRS Form 990’s
must be complete with Part III Program Service and all appropriate Schedules (See attached
instructions).




The Friends of Fort Cooper, Inc.

CODE OF ETHICS

PREAMBLE

(1) It is essential to the proper conduct and operation of The Friends of Fort Cooper, Inc.
(herein *“CSO”) that its board members, officers, and employees be independent and impartial and
that their position not be used for private gain. Therefore, the Florida Legislature in Section
112.3251, Florida Statute (Fla. Stat.), requires that the law protect against any conflict of interest
and establish standards for the conduct of CSO board members, officers, and employees in
situations where conflicts may exist.

2) It is hereby declared to be the policy of the state that no CSO board member, officer, or
employee shall have any interest, financial or otherwise, direct or indirect, or incur any obligation
of any nature which is in substantial conflict with the proper discharge of his or her duties for the
CSO. To implement this policy and strengthen the faith and confidence of the people in Citizen
Support Organizations, there is enacted a code of ethics setting forth standards of conduct
required of The Friends of Fort Cooper, Inc. board members, officers, and employees in the
performance of their official duties.

STANDARDS

The following standards of conduct are enumerated in Chapter 112, Fla. Stat., and are required by
Section 112.3251, Fla. Stat., to be observed by CSO board members, officers, and employees.

1. Prohibition of Solicitation or Acceptance of Gifts

No CSO board member, officer, or employee shall solicit or accept anything of value to the
recipient, including a gift, loan, reward, promise of future employment, favor, or service, based
upon any understanding that the vote, official action, or judgment of the CSO board member,
officer, or employee would be influenced thereby.

2 Prohibition of Accepting Compensation Given to Influence a Vote
No CSO board member, officer, or employee shall accept any compensation, payment, or thing of
value when the person knows, or, with reasonable care, should know that it was given to

influence a vote or other action in which the CSO board member, officer, or employee was
expected to participate in his or her official capacity.

3. Salary and Expenses

No CSO board member or officer shall be prohibited from voting on a matter affecting his or her
salary, expenses, or other compensation as a CSO board member or officer, as provided by law.



4. Prohibition of Misuse of Position

A CSO board member, officer, or employee shall not corruptly use or attempt to use one’s
official position or any property or resource which may be within one’s trust, or perform official
duties, to secure a special privilege, benefit, or exemption.

5. Prohibition of Misuse of Privileged Information

No CSO board member, officer, or employee shall disclose or use information not available to
members of the general public and gained by reason of one’s official position for one’s own
personal gain or benefit or for the personal gain or benefit of any other person or business entity.

6. Post-Office/Employment Restrictions

A person who has been elected to any CSO board or office or who is employed by a CSO may
not personally represent another person or entity for compensation before the governing body of
the CSO of which he or she was a board member, officer, or employee for a period of two years
after he or she vacates that office or employment position.

7 Prohibition of Employees Holding Office
No person may be, at one time, both a CSO employee and a CSO board member at the same time.
8. Requirements to Abstain From Voting

A CSO board member or officer shall not vote in official capacity upon any measure which
would affect his or her special private gain or loss, or which he or she knows would affect the
special gain or any principal by whom the board member or officer is retained. When abstaining,
the CSO board member or otficer, prior to the vote being taken, shall make every reasonable
effort to disclose the nature of his or her interest as a public record in a memorandum filed with
the person responsible for recording the minutes of the meeting, who shall incorporate the
memorandum in the minutes. If it is not possible for the CSO board member or officer to file a
memorandum before the vote, the memorandum must be filed with the person responsible for
recording the minutes of the meeting no later than 15 days after the vote.

9 Failure to Observe CSO Code of Ethics

Failure of a CSO board member, officer, or employee to observe the Code of Ethics may result in
the removal of that person from their position. Further, failure of the CSO to observe the Code of
Ethics may result in the Florida Department of Environmental Protection terminating its
Agreement with the CSO.

Adopted at The Friends of Fort Cooper board meeting July 22, 2014



afsf20148 Dretails about

Q HELP & MENU =

Home > Tax Exempt Organization Search > The Friends Of Fort Cooper Inc

< Back ta Search Resulis

The Friends Of Fort Cooper Inc

EIN: 53-2978381 | Inverness, FL, United States

Publication 78 Data o

Organizations eligible to recsive tax-deductible charntable contributions. Users may rely on this listin
determining deductibility of their contributions.

On Publication 78 Data List: Yes

Deductibility Code: PC

Form 990-N (e-Postcard} e

Organizations who have filed a 990-N {e-Pastcard) annual electranic notice. Mast small arganizations that
receive less than 550,000 fallinto this category.

» Tax Year 2018 Form 990-N {e-Postcard}

Tax Period:
2018 {01/01/2018 - 12/31/2018)

EIN:
58-2078581

Legal Name {Doing Business as}:
The Friends Of Fart Cooper Inc

Mailing Address:
31005 Old Floral City Rd
Inverness, FL 34450
mps:ﬁﬁ&ﬁﬁﬁﬁiﬁﬁﬁﬁusmisplam&ll do?dispatchM ethod=dizplay 2linfofld=50293098 ein =592 975331 &country=US& dedudibility=all ZdispatchM etho... 143



Short Form | omeo 15451150
P 990-Ez Return of Organization Exempt From Income Tax 25048

Under section S0(c), 527, or 4847(a](1} of tha intemnal Revenus Coda (except private fpundations)

Open to Public

P Do not anter socisl security numbars on this form 4g it mey b mede public,

M i Lty I G tn www.irs, gov/FormS00EZ for instructons and the latest imformation. o s
A For the 201B calendar yaas, or iax yass baginaing , XM B, and ending + X
B Check ¥ spplicabie: C Mame of amjarzation ¥ Emplioyar identiicaton number
L] Adee charge Tha Friend= of Fort Cooper, lnc. 53-2578381
"] name cranga Mumbsar and straet jor PO bowx, if mall 13 not dllwared 1o sirel aodress] FoomiEute | E Tsephons numbe
g g 3100 $, Old Floral City RD
E[ i Gty 1owm, Slate or provines, couniry, and ZIP or forglgn pestal code F Group Exemplion
[} Appscaton panding F Humber
G Accounting Mathod;  |¥] Gash Accrual  Othar (specify] » H Chacit & [£]1f the onganfzation ls not
I Webshe:®»  https-fwww.thalriendsolforicooper.comd requlred to aftach Bchedule B
J Tax-sxempt statiss ichack anly onet — [7] 501(cis) (] 5014c){ ) 4 firsartno) []4847(a)t)or [lso7 | {Foom 890, 990-EZ, or 980-PF).
K Form of organtzation: Corpotaton L Truat O Association [ Other
L Add lines Sk, B, and 7k to ine & to determine gross raceipts., [ gross recalpts ars S200,000 o mons, or I total asebts
[Pnrtll mMm{E]jmiﬁDﬂDﬂﬂurmm file Form 900 ingtaad of Foern 996G-E2 . . i ]
num.mnm.mmmmmnaum«mmaalm{saaﬂ-.aunsuuctmfnrpanlj
Check if the organization used Schedule O to respond to any q_astiun (B L 2 e P i
1  Contrbutions, gifts, grants, and simllaramountsracelved . . . . . . . 1 1,530
2 Program sevvice revenus inciuding govemment faes and contracts 2
3 Membership dues and assesaments . 3
4  Investment incorme T T 4 &0
Sa Gross amount from sals of assets mhu' than Inventcry & & Sa :
b Laess: cogtor other basls and ales expensas . . . o gy
& Gainor {loss) from sale of assets other than invermory [Eubh'ﬂnt Ilna Shfromlinebat . . . . | 5¢
6 Gaming and fundraising events: ol
a Gross income from gaming r[attanh Schedule G If greater than £
3 $15000; . . . . . . v oeoow 6a] 14,382
% b QGross income fom fundranm events {nnt hcluding % of contrbutions
& from fundraising events reparted on line 1} (attach Schadula @  the
L sum of such gross Income and contrbutions axcaeds $15.000; . . &b
¢ Lesu: direct sxpenses from gaming and fundraiing eventa . B¢ 12434
d et income or [Iuss} frarm garning and fundneusmg asyants {add Ims 6a and &b and subtract | |
inegisy . . . A EA I - R e (- 2 35§
Ta Gross sales of mwntury laes retums and aﬂm S A e & Ta g1
b Less:costofgoodssakd . . . Th 2350
c Grss profit or loss) from sales of Inwntury {Subtract Hna ?h fmm Iina FRE v o5 e o s s LA 356
B Unhar revenue (describein Schedule 0. . . . Sl g A d w @ W m e teawn 6w il
8 Total mevenue. Add linea 1, 2, 3, 4, 5c, 6d, 7o, andF.‘l S e B i o e 6,304
10 Grants and similar armounts paid distinSchegule y . . . . . . . . .« . - . . . |10
11  Benefits paid to or for mambars . . . GERE S O B B oW 3 o8 oS e e
E 12 Saleias, other compensation, and emplwoa bmaﬁm BRALE S owowm o deenssms B NEER
g | 13 Professional fees and other payrments to independent cnntmctors R ek ol |
§ 14  Occupancy, rent, ufillkes, and madntemance . . . . . . . & &+ 0 4 s e .o . |14
W|15 Printing, publications, postage, andshlpping . . . + .+ + « + ¢ 4 4 4 e 0 o o« | 1B 1,463
16 Othwer expenses (describeain Schedule O . . . . . . , . . . . . . . . . . . |18 1.658
17 Total axpenses. Addfines 10through 16 . . . . T e e e S it T 9121
18  Excess or [deficlt) for the year (Sublract ina 17 from Ima 9} i i 18 -2.817
18 Met assets or fund belances at beginning of year (from line 27, nclumn D”'-}'.' ljmust agree wlth =
g and-of-year figure reportad on prior vear's retum) . . i@ 26,828
B[220 Other changes in net asseis or fund balknces {explain in Schadula D] g oW e gz (PR
€ 121 Net assets or fund balances at end of year. Combins lines 18through20 . . . . . . B [ 21 24,011
FmPIpirwurk Raduction Aot Notica, sas tha separats nstructions, Cat, Mo, 108421 Form GO0-EZ 2L



Form 980-EZ (2018)

Page 2

Il Balance Sheets (see the instructions for Part i)

Check if the organization used Schedule O to respond to any question in this Part Il . ... . d
{A) Beginning of year (B} End of year
22 Cash, savings, and investments 26,828|22 24,011
23 Land and buildings . 23
24  Other assets (describe in Schedule O) 24
25 Total assets . . 26,828|25 24,011
26 Total liabilities (descnbe in Schedule O) . 26
27 Net assets or fund balances (line 27 of column (B) must agree wuth hne 2L 26,828|27 24,011
Statement of Program Service Accomplishments (see the instructions for Part Ill)
Check if the organization used Schedule O to respond to any question in this Part IlI O _Expenses
(Required for section

What is the organization’s primary exempt purpose? To support Fort Cooper State Park

Describe the organization’s program service accomplishments for each of its three largest program services,
as measured by expenses. In a clear and concise manner, describe the services provided, the number of
persons benefited, and other relevant information for each program title.

501(c)(3) and 501(c)(4)
organizations; optional for
others.)

28 Maintenance and support and improvements of five miles of hiking trails. Provide entertainment and education
programs to the public. While preserving natural reources of Fort Cooper State Park. Maintaining facilities and
recreation. Provide funding for purchase of new and repair to old equipment.

(Grants $ )_If this amount includes foreign grants, check here » (] |28a

29
(Grants $ _) If this amount includes foreign grants, check here > [] [29a

30
(Grants $ )_If this amount includes foreign grants, check here » [ 1 [30a

31 Other program services (describe in Schedule O)

(Grants $ ) If this amount includes forengn grants check here b \:] 31a

32 Total program service expenses (add fines 28a through 31a) . .. 32

List of Officers, Directors, Trustees, and Key Employees (iist each one even If not compensated see the instructions for Part IV)

Check if the organization used Schedule O to respond to any question in this Part IV O
(c) Reportable (d) Health benefits,
{b} Average car h - !
. pensation contributions to employee| {e) Estimated amount of
{a) Nameand tifie hotrs parwagk (Forms W-2/1099-MISC) benefit plans, and other compensation

devoted to position

(if not paid, enter -0-) | deferred compensation

10
Ken Koch, Vice President

2
Jeanne Messersmith, Secretary

20
Lesly Smith, Treasurer

10
Dennis Clevenger, Project Coordinator

6
Shela Wahl, Director

2
Art Nersasian, Director

2

Form 990-EZ (201s)



Form BO0-EZ (2078 Fage 3

BRI Other information (Note the Scheduyils A and personal benefit contract statement requirements in the

instructions far Part V.} Check if the organizetion used Scheduls O to respond to any guestion In this Party . ]

o o

o f

. Form 920-EZ. Ses instructions .

Yes | Mo

0id the organization engaga in any significant activity not prmnl.mr_.r rap-med tor tha IRS? If “Yes,” prmrlda a
detalled deseription of sach activity i Schedule O . . . 35
Were any significant changes made to the crganizing or guwrﬁu ducunmns? It ""rus, attach a confmnad
eopy of the amanded documents if thay reflact actwa iz the orqmizatmn 5 name. Dtharwisa, explan the
thange on Scheduls 0. Sae Instructions .

Ui the organizaticn have unralated business gross income uf 51 DDD or more dunng tha yaar frum busineas
activities fsuch a2 thosa reparted on linas 2, 6a, and 78, amang others)? . =i

34
35a
if “Yes" to bne 35a, has the organization Med a Form B90-T for tha yaar? If "No," provide an mqalamﬂon In Schadula 0 |3Bb
35c
24

I

Was the organization a section 501 {ci4), 501{cH5, or 501(ck6) organization subject to section 60334} notice,
reporting, and proxy tex requirements during tha year? If “Yes,” complete Schedule C, Part il . !
Did the organization undergo a Bquidation, dissolution, termination, or slgnlﬂcant dispmitlnn of net assets
during the yaer? [f "Yes." complete appficable parts of Schadule M =
Enter amaunt of political expenditures, direct or indirect, as described in the instructions b [a?aj

Did the organization file Form 1120-POL for this year? . . 37h
Did the organization barmow from, or meke any loans to, any nfrcar director tmstee. or lcey ampluyeaorwera
any such loans made in & prior vear and still cutstanding at the end of the tax year covered by this retum?

If “Yes," camplete Schaduie L, Part il ang enter the total emount involved . . . . |38k ; '
Saction 501(c)7) organizations. Enter: e

Initiation fees and capital contributlons inciuded onlined , . . . . ., . . . . 38a

(zro=s recalpts, included on line B, for public use of club facilties . . . 39k

Section 501{ch3) organizations. Enter amaunt of tax mpossd an the -::nrganlzatlnn during the: year under:
saction 4411 » 5 saction 4912 ; sactan 4955

Section 501(cH3), 501icKd), and 501{c)28) organizations, Did the crganization engage in any section 4858
axcess benafit ransaction during the yaar, ar did it angags 0 an sxcess bansfit fransacton in a prior yaar
that has net bean eported an any of its priar Forms 990 or 990-EZ7 If “Yes," complete Scheduta L, Part |
Section S0 {cH3), 501{cH4), and 501(cH29) organizations. Enter amount of tax imposad

an oiganization managem or disqualffisd perscns during the yaar under sectlons 4913,

4055, and 4858 . . . . [
Section SC{cH3), 501dc)(4), md 501 {c}[QQ} m‘gamzatluns. Entar amuurrt nf tax on 1|na
40 reimbursed by the organization . . . b

Al argarizations. At ey tire during the tax yaa.r WES the nrgmm&ttbn a party tn a prﬂhlbltﬂd tax shelter |
transaction? If "Yes.” complete Form 8886-T . . . . i
List the states with which a copy of this retum ks filked b Florids

The organization’s books ara in cara of b Dottlg Carson Talephons . b 1522823321
Located at I+ 5286 5. Allgelor PL, Florsl City, FL ZP+4 > 34436

At any time during tha calendar year, did the organization heave an Intsrast n or a signature or othar authorty over Yoz | No
a financkal accourt (n & ferslgn courdry Such as a bank account, securities accourt, or ather financial accoumt)? 420 v

tf “Y¥'es,” entar the name of the forelgn country i A 1
See the instructions for exceptions and fifing requirements far FriCEN Form 114, Repart of Forelgn Bank end
Financial Accounts [FRAR).

At any time during the calendar vear, did the organization mafntain an office outside the Uinlted Siates? . 42e

If ™Yea,” anter the nama of the forelgn country

Secticn 4847{a)(1) nonexempt charitabls trusts fiing Form 990-E2 in lisu of Form 1041—Check here . . . . . . [
and enter the amount of tax-exempt interest received or acerued during the taxyear ., . . . . & |43/

Did the organizatiorr maintain any dondr advised funds during the year? If “¥Yes," Form 990 must be
completed instead of Form S90-EZ | :

Did the organization operate ons or mors hnspl‘tal l‘a:cillﬂars durlng the :».raar? if "fﬁ, Fnrrn QQEI must b-a i
completed instead of Form 990-E2 gl T ol

Did the organization recsdve ay payrments for ndnnr tﬁnnng services dunng tha yaa‘? —

If ™Yes" to line 44, has the crganlzation flled a Form 720 to rapor‘t thase pa':.rr‘nants? i “Na” pmuide an
axplanation in Schedule O . . -
Did the organtzation have a conmrolked arnﬂy withln tha MBanIng u1' sactian 51 20::}{13}? {

{id the organizetion recalve any payment from or engage in any transaction with a controlled amtity wi‘lhm thu
mesning of section 512(bj{(13)7 i “Yes" Form 980 and Schedule R may need to be complated Instead of

Form 990-EX zom



Paga 4
‘fas No

Farm SR0-EZ (#0718}

46 Did the arganization engege, directly or indirectly, in political campaign activities on benatf of or in nppmithn .
to candidates for public office? If "Yes,” complate Schedule G, Part] . . . . . . s ;3 v

[EXE]] Section 501{c)3} Organizatians Onfy
All saction 501(0)(3) organizations must answer guestions 47-49b and 52, and complate the tahlag for lines

50 and 51,

Check if the organlzation used Schedule D to raspond to any questioninthisPartvl . . . . . . . . . []
¥eou| No

47 Did the organizetion engage in lobbying activities or have a section 501{h] electlon in effect dumg the e
yaar? If “Yes” complete Schedyle C, Part Il . . . . : 47 v
48 | the organization a school as described in section 1?urh][1]mmi}7 It 'Yan., -::urnplate Schadua . e .. | 4B v
48 Did the organization make any transfers to an axempt non-charitable related organization® . ., . . . . 48 ¥
b if "Yae,” was the related organization a section 527 organization? . , . 48b ¥

50 Complete this table for the organization’s five highest compenssated arnployaae {omar than ofﬁnars dlracwrs. trustaes, and key
employees] who each recalved more than $100,000 of compersation from the organization. if thare is none, enter “Mone.”

(c) Hestih banefita,
{B) Average (¢} Peportaisia
1) Name and o of aach ermployow hours Der wesk o

Hewcted 1o position {Farma W-2A1 0881305 DOrpansation

f Total number of other employses paid over 3100000 . . . . »
51 Complete this table for the organization’'s five highest compensatad Independent contractors who each received more than
$£100,000 of compensation frem the organization. If thera is none, enter “None.”

(a) Nama arwd DUSINess addrass oF sach Ncensencdart cortracion {b] Ty of servioe fed Comnparisation
d Total number of other independent contractors each recelving over 3100000 . .+
2 Did the onganization mrnplﬂh Schiadula A7 Note: Ali sectlon 5D1{c}|[3] urganizaﬁurs must attach &
pomplsted Schedule A . . . ; ; - . - PlYes []No
Uncer penaties of parjury, | ceol his meturn, IReluding acoompamdng sohadulss and sbataents, andmmabmdmkwam balkaf, i 8
trum, oorect, and mmplatﬁ@m% rthan officerd i besed on al) imometon of which preperer has ey knowl
; ' L—‘&r [ —"r'._,-"J o l.':?.r'r 4
Sign e oﬁ T
Herga Dottle Carson, Treasurer
Ty &r print rmigmn Gnd i

Paid PrintTyps prepares nams Prapans's signatuns Crerta Check D i PTR
Preparer R —

use onh‘ Fim's namg Fim's EIN =

Flom's acidreas Phans no.
May the IRS discuss this netum with the preparar shown ahove? Seelnstructlons . . . . . . . . . . P []¥es l Mo

Form SO0-EF poim



SUHEDULE O (Form Supplemental Information to Form 990 or 990-EZ | OME No. 1585 47
990 or 990-EZ) Complete to provide information for responses to specific questions on 201 8
Form 990 or 990-EZ or to provide any additional information.

Department of the Treasury » Attach to Form 990 or 990-EZ. Open to Public

Internal Revenue Service » Go to www.irs.gov/Form990 for the latest information. Inspection

Name of the organization Friends of Fort Cooper, Inc. Employer
identification number
59-2978381

Ln 16 Donation to Bat Belfrey, inc. $200

Line 16 Florida Department of Revenue $28

Line 16 Office Supplies $15

Line 16 Web Page Development $ 479

Line 16 Membership Fee Chamber of Commerence $180

Line 16 Membership Fee Friends of Florida State Park $100

Line 16 Floral City Heritage Council $50

Line 16 Citrus County Historical Society $30

Line 16 Cards and Florwers for Volunteers $120

Line 16 Refreshments for programs, parties, and kitchen supplies not included in direct expense $414

Line 16 Park Equipment , Repair, and Parts $2430

Line 16 Pest Control $210

Line 16 Concrete Work $2800

Line 16 PA system parts $402

Line 16 Donation to Little League of Citrus County $200

Part 1!l Ln 29 Two remaining Pedal Boats were sold for $450. The park purchased the pedal boats for $650. The value of boats was
$500 each last year.
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