
   

 

 

 Florida Department of Environmental Protection 

 CITIZEN SUPPORT ORGANIZATION  
2015 REPORT 

(pursuant to Florida Statute 20.058) 

Citizen Support Organization (CSO) Name:  Friends of Franklin County State Parks, Inc.         
Mailing Address: 1900 E. Gulf Beach Drive, St. George Island, FL 32328                
Telephone Number:  850-323-1433   Website Address (if applicable):  wwww.fofcsp.org   
 
Statutory Authority: 
Section 20.2551, F.S., Citizen support organizations; use of property; audit; public records; partnerships. In 
summary, the statute specifies the organizational requirements, operational parameters, duties of a CSO to support the 
Department of Environmental Protection (Department), or individual units of the Department, use of Department property, 
audit requirements, public records requirements, and authorizes public-private partnerships to enhance lands managed by 
the Department. 
 
Section 258.015, F.S., Citizen support organizations; use of property; audit. In summary, the statute defines a CSO, 
requires authorization by the Division of Recreation and Parks, and specifies the use of property. This statute authorizes the 
Partnerships in Parks (PIP) program for state parks, the program’s operational parameters, CSO’s operational parameters, 
and donor recognition.    
Brief Description of the CSO’s Mission: 
 
To generate and employ additional resources and support of and in the best interests of Friends of Franklin 
County State Parks, Inc. (CSO) through, among other events and activities, the following: special work 
projects, special programs, special events, outreach programs, aid other CSOs, educational activities and 
communications, special exhibits, interpretive programs, fund raising activities to seek additional funds to 
augment the recreation area's existing funding in order to maintain, enhance, and expand the park's services to 
the public.  
 

 

Brief Description of the CSO’s Results Obtained: 
 
Multiple assistance devices purchased for the use by visitors to the parks (OPDMDs, beach wheelchairs, Mobi- 
Mat); funding of materials for work projects; funding of interpretive supplies for in-park programs and 
community outreach; purchasing resale items at all three parks; assisting in Volunteer Appreciation Days in 
District 1; securing donations and protective household items for the Orman House; participation in 
community events to raise awareness and donations; kayak and canoe rentals; purchasing items for resale. All 
of these functions have helped to increase awareness and visitation of the three parks and have assisted in the 
overall experience by those visitors.  

 

Brief Description of the CSO’s Plans for Next Three Fiscal Years: 
 
Expand memberships and involvement in the community; Continue relationship with Franklin County School; 
Continue to provide resale items and explore additional opportunities; Assist in John Gorrie Museum 
enhancements including interpretive displays and landscaping; Continue to support the Orman House and 
Chapman Botanical Gardens including acquiring additional Orman Family heirlooms and seeds and plants for 
the gardens; Assist in expansion of interpretive center at St. George Island; Purchase large wooden engraved sign 
for the Orman House; Continue to maintain kayak and canoe rentals; Continue providing equipment and support 
for all three locations. 
 
☒ Copy of the CSO’s Code of Ethics attached (Model provided; see CSO 2014 instructions) 
☒ Certify the CSO has completed and provided to the Department the organization’s most recent 

Internal Revenue Service (IRS) Form 990, 990-EZ, or 990-N/Annual Financial Statement 
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Friends of Franklin County State Parks, Inc. 
CODE OF ETHICS 

 
PREAMBLE 
 

(1) It is essential to the proper conduct and operation of Friends of Franklin County State Parks, Inc. 
(herein “CSO”) that its board members, officers, and employees be independent and impartial and 
that their position not be used for private gain. Therefore, the Florida Legislature in Section 112.3251, 
Florida Statute (Fla. Stat.), requires that the law protect against any conflict of interest and establish 
standards for the conduct of CSO board members, officers, and employees in situations where 
conflicts may exist. 
 

(2) It is hereby declared to be the policy of the state that no CSO board member, officer, or employee 
shall have any interest, financial or otherwise, direct or indirect, or incur any obligation of any 
nature which is in substantial conflict with the proper discharge of his or her duties for the CSO.   
To implement this policy and strengthen the faith and confidence of the people in Citizen Support 
Organizations, there is enacted a code of ethics setting forth standards of conduct required of 
Friends of Franklin County State Parks, Inc. board members, officers, and employees in the 
performance of their official duties.  
 

STANDARDS 
 
The following standards of conduct are enumerated in Chapter 112, Fla. Stat., and are required by Section 
112.3251, Fla. Stat., to be observed by CSO board members, officers, and employees. 
 

1. Prohibition of Solicitation or Acceptance of Gifts 
 
No CSO board member, officer, or employee shall solicit or accept anything of value to the recipient, 
including a gift, loan, reward, promise of future employment, favor, or service, based upon any 
understanding that the vote, official action, or judgment of the CSO board member, officer, or employee 
would be influenced thereby. 
 

2. Prohibition of Accepting Compensation Given to Influence a Vote 
 
No C S O  b o a r d  me mb e r ,  officer, or employee shall accept any compensation, payment, or thing of 
value when the person knows, or, with reasonable care, should know that it was given to influence a vote 
or other action in which the CSO board member, officer, or employee was expected to participate in his 
or her official capacity. 
 

3. Salary and Expenses 
 
No CSO board member or officer shall be prohibited from voting on a matter affecting his or her salary, 
expenses, or other compensation as a CSO board member or officer, as provided by law.  
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4. Prohibition of Misuse of Position 
 
A CSO board member, officer, or employee shall  not corruptly use or attempt to use one’s official 
position or any property or resource which may be within one’s trust, or perform official duties, to secure 
a special privilege, benefit, or exemption. 
 

5. Prohibition of Misuse of Privileged Information 
 
No CSO board member,  officer, or employee shall disclose or use information not available to members 
of the general public and gained by reason of one’s official position for one’s own personal gain or 
benefit or for the personal gain or benefit of any other person or business entity. 
 

6. Post-Office/Employment Restrictions 
 
A person who has been elected to any CSO board or office or who is employed by a CSO may not 
personally represent another person or entity for compensation before the governing body of the CSO of 
which he or she was a board member, officer, or employee for a period of two years after he or she 
vacates that office or employment position.   
 

7. Prohibition of Employees Holding Office 
 
No person may be, at one time, both a CSO employee and a CSO board member at the same time. 
 

8. Requirements to Abstain From Voting 
 
A CSO board member or officer shall not vote in official capacity upon any measure which would affect 
his or her special private gain or loss, or which he or she knows would affect the special gain or any 
principal by whom the board member or officer is retained.  When abstaining, the CSO board member 
or officer, prior to the vote being taken, shall make every reasonable effort to disclose the nature of his 
or her interest as a public record in a memorandum filed with the person responsible for recording the 
minutes of the meeting, who shall incorporate the memorandum in the minutes.  If it is not possible for 
the CSO board member or officer to file a memorandum before the vote, the memorandum must be filed 
with the person responsible for recording the minutes of the meeting no later than 15 days after the vote. 
 

9. Failure to Observe CSO Code of Ethics 
 
Failure of a CSO board member, officer, or employee to observe the Code of Ethics may result in the removal 
of that person from their position.  Further, failure of the CSO to observe the Code of Ethics may result in the 
Florida Department of Environmental Protection terminating its Agreement with the CSO. 
 



 

 

“More Protection, Less Process” 
 

Printed on Recycled Paper 

 

 Florida Department of  

Memorandum Environmental Protection 

 
 
 
TO:  Carmen C. McDonald, PPDS 
           District 1 Administration 

 

FROM:  Joshua Hodson, Park Manager  

              St. George Island State Park 

 

DATE:  May 20, 2015  

 

SUBJECT:  Friends of Franklin County State Parks, Citizen Support Organization 

 

Dear Carmen, 

 

I would like to take this opportunity to advise you of the accomplishments of the Friends of Franklin County State 

Parks (FoFCSP) during the abbreviated 2014 fiscal year between July 1-December 31, 2014. 

 

 FoFCSP continue to benefit all of the units managed under the administration of St. George Island State 

Park; St. George Island State Park, John Gorrie State Museum, Orman House Historic State Park. 

 Sales of retail items, ice and firewood and the rental of canoes and kayaks continue to be profitable. 

 Two new canoes and supplies were purchased. 

 The CSO continues to cover the maintenance costs of the Beach Scoots OPDMD. 

 The CSO purchased three stainless steel grill for use at the beach use area pavilions. 

 The CSO purchased a sea turtle interpretive sign that was erected at the #8 pulloff near the campground. 

 The CSO purchased two toolboxes for the back of two Ford Ranger trucks. 

 The CSO purchased materials to assist in the remodeling of the Ranger breakroom. 

 The CSO purchased materials to rebuild the canoe and kayak rack. 

 The CSO purchased other interpretive supplies including geocaching supplies and reference books. 

 The CSO paid for a promotional video for the John Gorrie Museum which was aired at the Florida 

Inventor’s Hall of Fame in Tampa. 

 The CSO continues to support the Coffee in the Campground interpretive series and other interpretive 

programs. 

 The CSO continued its partnership with the Franklin County High School Woodshop Class where the CSO 

purchases the materials and the class builds picnic tables which are used at all three parks. 

 The CSO purchased seeds and plants for the Orman House and the Chapman Botanical Gardens. 

 

The CSO continues to care about and enhance all three of our parks.  It is filled with concerned and dedicated city 

and community leaders.  Their appreciation of the parks and willingness to contribute will ensure a successful 

partnership for many years to come. 

 

 

 

JH/jh 





































Citizen Support Organization  

Statement of Accomplishments and Goals 

 
This statement is part of the Citizen Support Organization’s (CSO’s) Annual Financial Report (see 

Chapter 5: Section 7) of the 2014 CSO Handbook. The primary purpose of the Annual Financial Report is 

to provide a summary of the most relevant information to the Department and Division, and to meet the 

common interests of donors, members, creditors, and others who provide resources to the not for profit 

organization. Report the accomplishments for the CSO’s past fiscal year and goals for the upcoming year. 

Name of the CSO Friends of Franklin County State Parks, Inc. 

CSO Address    P.O. Box 144, Apalachicola, FL 32320         

A summary of CSO accomplishments from the period of July 1 through December 31, 2014 is as follows: 

Estimated Total Volunteer Hours 200                                       Total Membership 57_______________ 

 

 

       

List of CSO Board Members 
John Hockman, President 

1033 East Gorrie Drive, St. George Island, FL 32328 

(256) 453-4117 

jehockman@gmail.com 

 

Lowell Thomas, Treasurer 

P.O. Box 968, Apalachicola, FL 32320 

(850) 866-5068 

ldthomas@coasttocoastresearch.com 

 

Pamela Prince 

465 West Pine Ave., St. George Island, FL 32328 

pprince@mchsi.com 

 

Stanley Colvin, Board Member 

824 West Bayshore Drive, St. George Island, FL 32328 

(850) 559-1263 

scolvin@fairpoint.net 

 

Elaine Rosenthal 

225 West 8th. Street, St. George Island, FL 32328 

(850) 323-1008 

elaine@mchsi.com 
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Summary of Accomplishments  
 Sales of retail items, firewood and ice have been profitable. 

 Rentals of the kayaks and canoes are still well received and profitable. 

 Snack and soda machines at each of the beach use areas are profitable. 

 The CSO is still covering the costs of maintaining the Beach Scoots. 

 The CSO covered the costs of the Coffee in the Campground interpretive series and other 
interpretive programs. 

 Continuation of an annual project with the Franklin County High School woodshop class where 
the CSO purchases the supplies, the woodshop class builds picnic tables which are used at all 
three parks. 

 Purchased two canoes for rentals 

 Purchased two tool boxes for Ford Ranger trucks 

 Purchased building materials for Ranger Break room and a new kayak/canoe rack 

 Purchased a sea turtle interpretive sign for #8 pull off 

 Paid for John Gorrie Museum promotional video 

 Purchased interpretive supplies including books, coffee in the campground supplies, and 
geocaching supplies 

 Purchased three stainless steel grills for the beach use area pavilions 

 Netted $13,580 in merchandise sales, kayak rentals, firewood and ice sales. 

 Received $1,411 in donations. 

 Received $50 from membership dues. 

 Provided the parks with $33 for maintenance expenses, $4,450 on equipment and $5,785 on 
Visitor Service enhancements. 

 

 

 

 

Summary of Goals or Priorities for the Upcoming Fiscal Year (Attach additional pages as needed) 

 Become more involved in the community. 

 Continue to collect contributions from CSO members and park visitors. 

 Expand membership. 

 Continue to expand CSO sponsored programs. 

 Continue partnership with Franklin County School woodshop class. 

 Continue to expand support for all units managed by St. George Island State Park. 

 Continue to sell firewood, ice, merchandise and renting kayaks and canoes at St. George Island. 

 Add additional ice sales point at campsite #35 

 Pay for ramp modifications at Sugar Hill Beach Use Area in order to accommodate new electric 

mobility device. 

 Assist in enhancements of John Gorrie Museum displays. 

 Assist in landscaping plans at the John Gorrie Museum in cooperation with the Trinity Church. 

 Enhance wedding potential at the Orman House 

 Develop and purchase a large sign for the front lawn of the Orman House State Park. 

 Continue to purchase plants, soil and seeds for the Chapman Botanical Gardens. 

 Assist with development and installation of a carnivorous plant garden within Chapman Gardens. 

 Replace 1/2 of kayaks each year 

 Purchase 300 feet of Mobi-Mat to be installed at the #8 pull off near the campground. 
 

 

 

 



Citizen Support Organization 

Statement on Value of Contributed Services  
 

This statement reports on services provided to the Citizen Support Organization (CSO) from 

park staff support and in-kind support for the past fiscal year. The statement is part of the CSO’s 

Annual Financial Report described in Chapter 5: Section 7 of the 2014 CSO Handbook. The 

primary purpose of the Annual Financial Report is to provide a summary of the most relevant 

information to the Department and Division, and to meet the common interests of donors, 

members, creditors, and others who provide resources to the not for profit organization. 

 

This Value of Contributed Services for a park is provided to the CSO by the park or District 

through the Park Programs Development Specialist. Note, the Division of Recreation and Parks 

operates on a cash-based method of accounting. 

 

Park Name:    St. George Island/John Gorrie Museum/Orman House  

Park Address: 1900 E. Gulf Beach Drive, St. George Island, FL 32328 

Name of the CSO: Friends of Franklin County State Parks, Inc. 

A summary of contributed services from the period of July 1, 2014 through December 31, 2014 

is as follows: 

 

Park Staff Support  

The total number of hours contributed in staff support services converted to a monetary amount. 

 

The park contributed a total of $  4,704.37                in staff support services to the CSO. 

 

 

Park Facilities Support 

The total amount of water, electric, and utility expenses used to support CSO events, 

concessions, etc.  

 

The CSO received a total of $ 0                     in park facilities support. 

 

 

In-Kind Support  

The CSO receives additional services outside of the park staff contributed hours called in-kind 

services. In-kind services are a type of charitable giving in which, instead of money, a person 

contributes some kind of service, good, or commodity.  Examples are professional services of a 

lawyer, accountant, or any professional or the estimated value of a good or commodity. 

 

The CSO received a total of $500 in in-kind support services. 

 

 

List of Program Services  

Federal charitable 501(c)(3) organizations are required to report total expenses and revenue for 

each program service. According to the IRS, a program service is any activity by the 

organization which accomplishes its charitable purposes. 



For each program service provide a description, total expense, and total revenue. For each 

program service description, clearly and concisely describe the accomplishments through 

specific measurements such as visitors served, days of an event, number of sessions or events 

held, publications issued, etc. (add pages as appropriate). 

 

Program Service Description: Coffee in the Campground and other interpretive programs 

supplies; 34 weekly programs given serving 855 visitors. 

 

Total Expense $451.00 

Total Revenue $0.00 

 

Program Service Description: John Gorrie Museum State Park promotional video.  Video 

shown at the Florida Inventor’s Hall of Fame and shared on website and Facebook. 

 

Total Expense $500.00 

Total Revenue $0.00 

 

Program Service Description:           
 

              

 

Total Expense $0.00 

Total Revenue $0.00 

 

Program Service Description:          
 

              

 

Total Expense $0.00 

Total Revenue $0.00 

 

Program Service Description:           
 

              

 

Total Expense $0.00 

Total Revenue $0.00 

 

Total Program Services 

Provide a total amount for all program expenses and a total amount for all program revenue. 

 

CSO total program service expenses $951.00                

CSO total program service revenues $0.00  
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