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Memorandum 
 
TO:         Larry Fooks, Bureau Chief 
  District 1 Parks & Recreation 
 
FROM:  Mark Knapke, Park Manager 
  Lake Griffin State Park 
 
THROUGH:  Tess Busch, Program development specialist 
  District 1 Parks and Recreation 
  
SUBJECT: 2019 CSO annual report 
 
DATE:   05/25/2020 
 
 
 
The Friends of Lake Griffin State Park continued to be an asset to the Park in the year 2019.  During the 
year 2019 the Friends of Lake Griffin State Park continued to provide retail sales of firewood, servicing 
overnight guest at the park.  The CSO also provided guided kayak tours and added a kayak 101 program.  
Kayak tours and firewood sales generated over $10,000.00 dollars in revenue for the CSO.  In 2020 the 
CSO has plans to resale ice to guest at the park for additional revenue. 
 
In addition to providing services to visitors at Lake Griffin the CSO purchased 5 new kayaks, trained new 
kayak tour guides, increased public awareness of the CSO and the park at several community events and 
worked with local press to keep the community informed. The CSO funded and assisted in the Parks 
annual Kids Fishing Clinic event and supported other needs of the park.  Expenditures of nearly 
$5,000.00 were spent supporting the park. 
 
For the year 2020 the CSO has plans to purchase additional kayaks, fund improvements to the kayak 
launch area and to install fitness stations in the picnic area.  The CSO also plans to continue participating 
in community events, assist in marketing the park and assist in the purchase of volunteer uniforms while 
supporting other park needs. 
 
The CSO has been successful in recruiting and maintaining active officers for the board and new 
members to the organization.  It has been a pleasure working with the Friends of Lake Griffin State Park 
and I look forward to working with them in the future. 
 
 
MK/mk 
CC:  Friends of Lake Griffin State Park 



Friends of Lake Griffin State Park, Inc. 

 
February 21, 2020 

 

Mr. Mark Knape 
Park Manager 
Lake Griffin State Park 
Fruitland Park, FL 
 

Mark: 

On behalf of the Board of Directors and members of the Friends of Lake Griffin State Park, I 
want to express the pleasures and honor of working with you, your staff and all the park’s 
volunteers as your servicing Citizens Support Organization (CSO).   Our cooperative efforts and 
atmosphere continues to result in a great sense of unity in our shared desire to enhance our 
objectives in accomplishing the mission and goals of our park. 

You have brought to your new assignment a wealth of knowledge and ideas that can only add 
to the success our CSO and park has enjoyed over the past years.  I am sure that the next CSO 
President and new additions to our Board of Directors will prove successful to future events. 

While our Guided Interpretative Paddle Tours continues to be the main source of revenues for 
our CSO, we have, through innovated ideas such as running monthly advertisement in our local 
newspaper about our guided paddle tours program.  We have also maintained our noteworthy 
relationship with that paper which has resulted in frequent articles highlighting park events 
and programs. 

We look at the next year with eager and most positive enthusiasm. 

 

 

Ted Wendel 

Friends of Lake Griffin State Park, Chairperson 

 

 



Friends of Lake Griffin State Park, Inc 

CSO President’s Summary 

March 2020 

Total number of general memberships is 37, about a 50 percent increase 
from last year's membership.  We continue to solicit new and renewal 
memberships throughout the year and in various venues.   

Describe the status of the relationship between the park and CSO:  I am 
pleased to say that we enjoy a very positive and professional relationship 
with our park.   While we are separate entities, we operate with the same goal 
to ensure our park’s success in providing an attractive and enjoyable 
outdoors experience to our visitors.     

We are truly grateful to have on our CSO Board, individuals who embrace our 
mission to serve the park and to work with as a park manager and staff who 
readily share ideas as well as suggestions on how we, their Citizens Support 
Organization, can best support our park’s needs and we have been fortunate 
that the high level of cooperative efforts have enabled us to do so. In 2019, the 
CSO contributed 1,055 hours to supporting the park.

It has been a rewarding experience to serve as the president of the Friends of 
Lake Griffin State Park. 

Ted Wendel 



Friends of Lake Griffin State Park, Inc 

Board of Directors and Officers 

Current as of March 2, 2020 

 
Chairperson 
Ted Wendel 
9311 SE 173rd Surrey Lane 
The Villages, FL 32162 
Tele:  352.753.1955 
Email:  tjwendel@embarqmail.com 
 
Vice Chairperson 
Karl Langlois 
2286 Pawleys Island Park 
The Villages, FL 32162 
Tele:  352.674.9101 
Email:  karllonglois@icloud.com 
 

Secretary 
Joanne Wendel 
9311 SE 173rd Surrey Lane 
The Villages, Fl 32162 
Tele:  352.533.0295 
Email:  tjwendel@embarqmail.com 
 
Treasurer 
Mary Jo Wuest 
35240 Mayflower Loop 
The Villages, FL 32162 
Tele:  513.312.2039 
Email:  mjwuest@gmail.com 
 
Directors 
Larry Wuest 
3240 Mayflower Loop 
The Villages, FL 32162 
Tele: 513.312.3447 
Email:  lswuest@gmail.com 
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Ray Sutherland 
23563 Beachwood St 
The Villages, FL 32162 
Tele:  352.633.1796 
Email:  raysutherland123@gmail.com 
 
Linda Morrison 
2299 Hopespring loop 
The Villages, FL 32163 
Tele:  865.258.4744 
Email:  llmorrison@yahoo.com 
 
Marc Munaretto 
3338 Inkwood Lane 
The Villages, FL 32162 
Tele:  815.245.2117 
Email:  mmarco@aol.com 
 
Karl Buettner 
3668 Vineland Ave 
The Villages, FL 32163 
Tele:  786.390.8745 
Email:  kbuettner67@gmailcom 
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 Florida Department of Environmental Protection 
 

 CITIZEN SUPPORT ORGANIZATION  
2020 LEGISLATIVE REPORT 

(pursuant to Section 20.058 Florida Statutes) 
 

Citizen Support Organization (CSO) Name:  Friends of Lake Griffin State Park         
                   
Mailing Address (required):  3089 US 441/27, Fruitland Park, Florida 34731    
                
Telephone Number (required): 352.753.1955  Website Address (required if applicable): https://www.flgsp.org/ 
 
Statutory Authority: 
Section 20.2551, F.S., Citizen support organizations; use of property; audit; public records; partnerships. In 
summary, the statute specifies the organizational requirements, operational parameters, duties of a CSO to support the 
Department of Environmental Protection (Department), or individual units of the Department, use of Department 
property, audit requirements, public records requirements, and authorizes public-private partnerships to enhance lands 
managed by the Department. 
 
Section 258.015, F.S., Citizen support organizations; use of property; audit. In summary, the statute defines a CSO, 
requires authorization by the Division of Recreation and Parks, and specifies the use of property. This statute authorizes 
the Partnerships in Parks (PIP) program for state parks, the program’s operational parameters, CSO’s operational 
parameters, and donor recognition.    
CSO’s Mission:  
 
To support the preservation, interpretation and restoration of natural and cultural resources of Lake 
Griffin State Park.  
 
Description of the CSO’s Results Obtained:  
 

• Continued Day and Night Guided Interpretative Paddle Tours 
• Initiated a new kayak program (Kayak 101) to teach basic kayaking skills and general 

information on kayak boats and safety 
• Purchased five (5) new kayaks as replacements for worn-out equipment.    
• Funded and Staffed a CSO Booth at a nearby and large communities Outdoor Recreation Expo 
• Provided funding support for training events 
• Supported the Annual Kids’ Fishing Clinic 

 
Description of the CSO’s Plans for the Next Three Fiscal Years:  
 

• Emphasize attracting new members into our CSO as well as retaining current members 
• Recruit for additional members into our Board of Directors and Officers especially those who 

possess beneficial skills and energies 
• Fund the purchase of additional canoes and kayaks to both add to and replace worn-out boats 
• Fund and provide staffing for a nearby community’s annual Outdoors Recreation Expo and other 

events as arise 
• Fund and provide staffing for the park’s annual Kids Fishing Clinic 
• Attend the annual FSP/CSO symposium 
• Recruit and qualify additional Paddle Tour Guides 
• Conduct at least one fund raising event to be hosted by an area restaurant 
• Develop and fund new marketing ideas 

https://www.flgsp.org/
https://www.flgsp.org/


• To the extent possible – meet unanticipated funding and staffing needs of the park’s manager 

☒ CSO’s Code of Ethics is attached, and if the CSO has a website the code of ethics is posted 
conspicuously. 

☒ CSO has attached the most recent Internal Revenue Service (IRS) Form 990, 990-EZ, or 990-N receipt. 
If filing the 990-N, the Department requires the 990 or 990-EZ as a worksheet. All IRS Form 990’s 
must be complete with Part III Program Service and all appropriate Schedules (See attached 
instructions). If filing an IRS extension, attach the IRS 8868 receipt and most recent 990 and schedules. 
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