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From: Elliott, Adam
To: FLStateParkPlanning
Subject: Gilchrist Blue Springs State Park
Date: Wednesday, December 13, 2017 4:15:11 PM

To Whom it May Concern,
 
I would like to offer some of my suggestions for the future planning of the newest state park
Gilchrist Blue. I have enjoyed visiting, camping, swimming, snorkeling, fishing, hiking and all other
sorts of activities at Blue Springs in the past 30 plus years, I was able to visit this spring more than
almost any other spring because I grew up down the road and still currently live in the area less than
5 miles from it.  It has been operated in a manner that has been well suited for the rural area of
Gilchrist county and has provided many families with a place to gather for birthdays, family reunions
and other events. I would like to give you a short list of things I would like to see improved and a
short list of things that I think need to be kept so that the park can provide the same level of
enjoyment that it has for over 50 years.
 
The jumping dock and board walk need to stay with some small improvements made for access for
all people, I currently understand that the boardwalk has suffered some damage and it is being
removed from the river all the way up the run.
The entrance road from county road 340 to the main spring needs to be paved for better access.
The bathroom and showers need some updates along with more camping sites and upgraded foot
paths for hiking.
The main swimming area does not need to be limited which I understand that it has currently been
roped off along with some of the main run.
 
The park consists of over 400 acres and I think that all of the springs should have an accessible path
made so that people can safely walk to them so that they can swim and enjoy them.
I also know that most of the plans for parks consist of saving natural areas by making them off limits
to people but for this park and it the people that will enjoy it the most please don’t limit the number
of people that can enter the park, the number of people that can swim in the different springs and
runs, the state and county own almost all of the major springs in the area and those can be used to
conserve land, eel grass, apple snails and other things.
Gilchrist County needs a major attraction to bring in more visitors to enjoy one of the best things
that we have which is Blue Springs.
 
Please don’t mess up the Best Place that we have by limiting access or removing anything.
 
Thank you,
Adam Elliott
Gilchrist County Resident since 1981
Private and confidential as detailed here. If you cannot access hyperlink, please e-mail sender.
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From: Eric Parker
To: Paxton, George; Maxwell, Clifton; Murray, Sine; FLStateParkPlanning; Vickery, Jason; Eric J Parker
Subject: Gilchrist Blue Springs State Park Comments
Date: Wednesday, December 13, 2017 6:25:27 PM

Good Day To All,

It gives me great pleasure that the state is the new steward of Gilchrist Blue Springs.  Blue,
Little Blue, Naked and Johnson Springs are a great addition to our state park system

The following are my comments and input:
1. Replace the boardwalk part way along Blue Run and as it crosses Naked Run have it run
along the land towards Santa Fe River, but where people can not access the boardwalk from
the river. This will allow a combination of viewing different habitats.
2. Change the fee collection area and vehicular parking at least 300+ feet from Blue Springs.
Create a handicapped walkway and primitive dirt walkway to Blue Springs.  
3. Picnic tables 200+ feet from Blue Spring.
4. Create a more natural landscape setting specifically designed to reduce erosion.
5. Allow for Primitive and Cabin campsites.
6. RV's take away from the natural beauty of the park.
7. Allow for swimming in Blue and Naked Runs during the winter months when less people
are using the park and most people stay out of the water.
Other months swimming in the Runs should be limited and at the discretion of the Park
Ranger or staff. In all cases: NO WALKING OR TUBING IN RUNS!!! 
8. Kayaker's do no harm.

Since Hurricane Irma the springs have been rebounding quite impressively with new growth
from eel grass in Blue Run. Snails, turtles and Suwannee bass everywhere.  The springs will
change from time to time with storms and hurricanes. In my opinion this is always good. It
freshens up the springs. 

For nearly 50 years I have been swimming different Florida Springs year round, but I have
been swimming Blue and Naked and their Runs to Santa Fe River nearly everyday sometimes
2 or 3 times, because I am concerned the Runs may be off limits to swimmers in the future.
Please leave a small window open.

Good Luck balancing nature and people!!!!!!

Sincerely,

Eric Parker

3523188880
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From: ANDREA H SWEENEY
To: FLStateParkPlanning
Subject: Gilchrist Blue Springs
Date: Wednesday, December 13, 2017 9:36:17 PM

Gilchrist Blue Springs Concerns: 

     One of our greatest concerns would be for maintaining
snorkeling access to the runs, non trampling, but feet up access to
maintain the beauty of the amazing aquatic vegetation, which is
vital to the wild creatures and feeds our souls to view its beauty. 

   
    Many folks don't bother snorkeling the runs. They simply enjoy
jumping from the platform and swimming in the open sandy area of
the head spring. We also don't want lots of ugly "DO NOT" signs
marring natural beauty.
     
    The buoys which collect algae in Naked Springs mar this natural
beauty. We don't think they are necessary since few would even
enter the runs that way, nor venture to kayak through that little
spring. 
     
    What we in the Spring Hunters group admire most about Gilchrist
Blue has been its unspoiled beauty, vegetation, wildlife, and the
ability to walk the oaken boardwalk to view the run from above, and
the Santa Fe at the end. 
    
    We are avid about being able to snorkel the runs, feet up, and not
trample the vegetation which is a most beautiful and unique
characteristic of Gilchrist Blue. 

      We from Spring Hunters group hope that you will consider these
items of importance in your choices, and keep Gilchrist Blue as nice
as it always has been.

Thank you for your consideration, 

mailto:FLStateParkPlanning@dep.state.fl.us


Andrea Sweeney
Spring Hunter

Snorkeling without touching bottom: 



Sent from my iPad



From: Kevin Campbell
To: FLStateParkPlanning
Subject: Planning for Blue Springs in Gilchrist County
Date: Friday, December 15, 2017 4:38:09 PM

Dear Park Management,

I have been a frequent camper at Blue Springs Park in Gilchrist County for many years, and I
just love it.  In fact, I first camped there about 40 years ago.  Having car camped in campsites
all over the country, I can attest that Blue Springs is quite unique in the experience it offers,
even if you ignore for a moment what most people are first drawn to:  the springs.

For people who wish to have the simplicity of car camping -- instead of backpacking or other
more involved levels of camping -- but who wish to be immersed in a natural setting to enjoy
the wildlife, instead of being surrounded by the sounds and sights of many other adjacent
campers close by, I have never found another location like Blue Springs.  Some of the
campsites in the back of the park are so far removed from the rest of the park that I have
often camped there and not seen or heard another person, other than those in my group, for
our entire trip!

That is an amazing experience considering how much wildlife I have seen and heard at Blue
Springs.  I have seen many wild turkeys, many deer (even very small fawns), a bobcat, rabbits,
and a whole host of birds and other wildlife which have become somewhat more reclusive in
Florida in recent years.

I was very pleased to hear a Chuck-will's-widow while camping there last spring.  This is a bird I
had heard often in Gainesville during my childhood, but it has been more than 20 years since I
remember hearing another one anywhere else but at Blue Springs.

This wildlife experience is dramatically enhanced because there are not so many sounds and
sights of multiple other campers right next to these more private primitive camping sites in
the back of the park.

I think it would be a great loss if these somewhat private sites in the back of the park, such as
Lois Lane and East Log Road, were closed to camping or if many other additional campsites
were added to these same areas so they are less private.

I hope I will still be able to share these types of experiences with my family and friends in the
future.

Thank you very much for your consideration.

mailto:FLStateParkPlanning@dep.state.fl.us


Sincerely,
Kevin Campbell








