
Department of 

ISA./ -.1 Environmental Protection 
"*r -- ;--4.­

Twin Towers Office Building 
Jeb Bush 2600 Blair Stone Road David B. Struhs 
Governor Tallahassee, Florida 32399-2400 Secretary 

October 3, 2003 

Ms. KayAdams 
Utilities Director 

HernandoCountyUtilitiesDepartment 
21030 Cortez Boulevard 
Brooksville, Florida34601 

Dear Ms. Adams: 

Please find enclosed with this letter a copy of the Final Order for Hernando County Utilities
 
Department to independently regulate certain sewerlines 12inches orless indiameter'pursuant
 
to Section 403. 1815, Florida Statutes (F. S. ). This Final Order authorizes Hemando County

Utilities Department independent regulation ofthe sewer lines specified.
 

We look forward to working with Hernando County Utilities Department in implementing the
 
domestic wastewater program.
 

Ifyou have anyquestions, please contact RichardAddison, P.E., ofour DomesticWastewater 
Section at 850/245-8615 or Suncom 205-8615. 

Sincerely, 

//^^~
^ 

EisaA. Potts, P. E.,Administrator 
OfficeofWastewaterManagement 

EAP/ra 

Enclosure 

ec: Robert L. Mills, Hernando County Utilities Department 
DeborahGetzoff, DEP/Tampa 
Tim Parker, DEP/Tampa 
JeffGreenwell, DEP/Tampa 
Betsy Hewitt, DEP/Tallahassee 
RichardAddison, DEP/Tallahassee 

"More Protection, Less Process" 

Printedon recycledpaper. 



BEFORETHE STATE OFFLORffiA
 
DEPARTMENTOFENVIRONMENTALPROTECTION
 

INRE: Hemando County Utilities
 
DepartmentRequesttoladependently OGCCaseNumber:02-2165
 
Regulate the Construction ofSewage
 HemandoCountyUtilities Department
Collection andTraiismission Systems
 
Twelve Inches orLess in Diameter
 

under Section 403. 1815,F. S.
 

FINALORDER 

ThismatterisbeforemepursuanttotheauthorityoftheDepartmentofEnvironmental 
Protection(Department) underSection403. 1815,FloridaStatutes,F.S.,toallowcountiesand' 
municipalitiestoindependendyregulatetheconstrucdonofgravitysewagecoUectionsystemsof 
12inchesorlessindiameter sewageforcemainsof12inchesorlessindiameter,andpump
stations appurtenant tosuchforcemains,provided thecounty/municipaUty requesting the 
authorization whollyownsthewastewater treatment facilities servedbythecollection and 
firansmisslonsystemsin question. 

FINDINGS OFFACT 

1. TheapplicantisHemandoCounty UtiUties Department. Constmctionauthorizedby
HemandoCountyUtilitiesDepartmentpursuanttothisorderwillbethroughHemandoCounty
Utilities Department. 

2.HemandoCountyUtilitiesDepartmentisa localgovernmentbodyeligibleforthis 
approvalpursuanttoSection403. 1815,F.S. 

3.Hemando County UtiUties Department wholly ownsthewastewater treatment faciUdes 
towhichthesewagecollection/transmission systems willbeconnected. 

4. Thesewagefacilities ownedbyHemando CountyUtilities Department arein 
substantial compliance with applicable laws andstandards. 

5.Hemando County Utilities Department hasdemonstrated theadministrative and 
technicalcapabilitiestoindependendyregulatetheconstructionofsewagecollectionand 
transmissionsystems. HemandoCountyUtilitiesDepartmentadopteda "HemandoCounty 



Utilities Department WaterandWastewaterConstruction Specifications Manual, 2000Edition" 
andhasauthority to enforce requirements includedin theManual. Further, Hemando County 
Utilities Department hasdeveloped andsubmittedprocedures datedSeptember 24,2002and 
January6,2003forconstmcdonofsewagecollectionandtransmissionsystems. 

6. OnSeptember 24, 2002,Hemando County Utilities Department requested approval to 
independently regulate theconstruction ofgravity sewage collection systems of12inches or less 
in diameter, sewageforcemains of12inchesorlessindiameter, andpump stations appurtenant 
to suchforce mainsin accordancewithSection403. 1815,F.S. 

7. OnJune18,2003,theDepartmentgavenoticeofitsintenttoallowHemandoCounty 
Utilities Department to independently regulate the constmction ofgravity sewage collection 
systems of12inchesorless indiameter, sewageforcemains of12inchesorlessindiameter, and 
pump stadons appurtenant to such force mains located inHemando County, provided Hemando 
Countywholly ownsthewastewater treatment facilities serving theabovedescribedcollection 
andtransmissionsystemspursuanttoSection403. 1815,F.S. 

8. Thenotice ofthe intent to allow Hemando County Utilities Department to
 
independently regulate theconstruction ofsewagecollection andtransmission systems, as
 
describedinItem7 above,waspublishedintheHemandoTodaynewspaperonJune25,2003.
 
Nopetition foradministrative hearingwasfiledpursuant to Sections 120.569and 120.57,F. S.
 

CONCLUSIONS OFLAW 

1. TheprocessmgoftherequesttoallowHemandoCountyUtilitiesDepartmentto 
mdependenfly regulate theconstruction ofgravity sewage collection systems of12inches or less 
indiameter,sewageforcemainsof12inchesorlessindiameter,andpumpstationsappurtenant 
to such force mains andtheissuance ofthis Final Order aregoverned bytheprovisions of 
Chapter 120, F.S. 

2. Theconstructionofsewagecollection/traiismissionsystemsissubjecttotheregulatory 
jurisdiction oftheDepartment underChapter403,F. S. 

3. TheDepartment isauthorizedbySection403. 1815,F.S.(2000), to allowanycounty 
or municipality to independently regulate theconstmction ofgravity sewage collection systems 
of12inchesorlessindiameter,sewageforcemainsof12inchesorlessindiameter,andpump 
stations appurtenant to suchforcemains, whichwillbeconnected towastewater treatment 
facilitieswhollyownedbythecountyormunicipality. 

4. Therelevant provisions of Department rules shall applytotheindependent regulation. 
Chapter 62-604, Florida Administrative Code (F. A. C. ), contains specific design criteria for 
sewage collecdon/transmission systems. For those systems not subject toHemando County 
Utilities Department independent regulation, Chapters 62-4 and62-620, F. A. C., contain general 
procedures andrequirements forobtaimngpennits fromtheDepartment. Also,Chapter62-604, 
F.A.C., contains specificpermitting requirements forsewagecollection/transmission systems. 



ORDER 

Based ontheforegoing Fmdings ofFactand Conclusions ofLaw, it is ORDERED that: 

1. Inaccordance withSection403. 1815,F. S.,Hemando County Utilities Department is 
authorizedtoindependendyregulatetheconstructionofgravitysewagecoUectionsystemsof12 
inchesorlessindiameter,sewageforcemainsof12inchesorlessindiameter,andpump 
stations q)purtenant tosuchforcemainslocatedinHemando County, provided Hemando County
Utilities Department whoUyownsthewastewater treatment faciUties servmg theabovedescribed 
coUectionandtransmissionsystemspursuaiittoSection403. 1815,F.S. Suchsystemsareexempt
fromapplicableDepartmentpermitrequirements, subjecttothefollowingconditions: 

A. Hemando CountyUtilities Department shallensurethatall collection and
 
transimssion systems connecting toitswastewater treatment facilities comply withapplicable

designstandardsinChapter62-604,F.A.C. Reviewoftheengineeringfeaturesofthe
 
applicationsandplansandspecificationsforsuchsystemsshallbeperfonnedunderthe
 
supervision ofa licensedprofessional engineerregistered intheStateofHoridainaccordance
 
withChapter471, F.S.
 

B Hemando County Utilities Department shallberesponsible fortimely 
processing ofapplications andforproviding appropriate dueprocess opportunities for 
substantially affected parties tobeheardonanyfmal actionsAatittakesrelatedthisindependent
regulation. Hemando County Utilities Department shallnotindependently regulate anyafter-the­
factconstmction, oranycollection ortransmission linegreaterthan 12inchesindiameter (or 
pump stationappurtenanttosuchlines), orconstruction forsystems connecting towastewater 
treatmentfacilitiesnotwhollyownedbyHemandoCountyUtilitiesDepartment, orsystems
involvingalternative designorhavingfeaturesnotcomplyingwithdesign/performance criteria m 
Chapter62-604,F.A.C.,orsystemslocatedoutsideofHemando County, orsystemscomiecdng 
towastewatertreatment facilities whichtheDepartment hasdeemedtobeinsubstantial 
noncompliance withappUcable laws orstandards ifAeDirector ofDistrict Management hasso 
notifiedHemandoCountyUtiUtiesDepartment. Suchconstructionshallbesubjectto 
Department pemutting procedures and state pennit fees. 

C.Hemando CountyUtilities Department shallberesponsible fora timely and 
effectivecomplianceinspectionandenforcementprogramfortheconstructionofsewage
collection/transmission systemsrelatedtothisiadependeatregiilation. 

D. Hemando County Utilities Department shall maintam andmake available for 
Department reviewadequaterecords, including project drawings. Records foreachproject shall 
bekeptonfileforatleastten yearsafterthedateofapprovalofconstructionforeachproject.
Foreachproject,thetypeofserviceprovided(residendal,commercial,andindustrial)anddesign
flow fortheproject shallberecorded, alongwithdates ofapproval ofconstruction and 
connection to thesewage system. 

E.HemandoCountyUtilitiesDepartmentshallsubmittotheDepartment's 
Southwest District Officea copyofeach"LetterofCompletion" issuedfornewprojects; 
monthlyreports (bythethirdMondayofthefollowingmonth) indicatingthenumberof 



connections to its sewagesystems, with a listing oftheproject name, location, type ofservice, 
applicabletreatmentplant,anddesignflow;anda yearlyupdatedmap(by July 1 ofeachyear)of 
itssewagecollecdon/transmissionsystemsincludingextensionsofsuchsystemsduringtheprior 
twelve months ending June 1. 

F. TheDepartmentreservestherighttorevokethisapprovaliftheDepartment
 
determines thatHemando County Utilities Department hasfailedto operate andmaintain its
 
sewage systems incompliance with Department statutes and mles, hasfailedto maintain an
 
adequateprograminaccordancewithHemandoCountyUtilitiesDepartmentprogram
 
descriptionofitsadministrativeandengineeringcapabilities,orhasfailedtocomplywiththe
 
tenns of this order.
 

G. Hemando County Utilities Department shall maintain a record ofactual flow, 
committed flow, andpermitted flow ofeachwastewater treatment facility served bysewage 
collecdon/transmission systems independently regulated under this order. 

H. Hemando County Utilities Department shaUplan for, design, permit, and 
constmct additional capacity for its wastewater treatment facilities in a timely manner to service 
the growth associated with the systems associated withthis independent regulation. Hemando 
CountyUtilitiesDepartmentshaUnotallowconnectiontoitswastewatertreatmentfacilitiesby 
anysewagecollection or transmission system thatwould causetherespective facilities to exceed 
theirpermitted capacities, or otherwise violate applicable permit conditions orwaterquality 
standards. Upon determination oftheDirector ofDistrict Management, SouAwest District, that 
a Hemando County Utilities Department wastewater facility has exceeded its capacity orviolated 
anapplicablepermitconditionorwaterqualitystandardbecauseofHemandoCountyUtilities 
Departmenthavingapprovedoralloweda connecdonpursuanttothisindependentregulation,the 
DepartmentmaytakeenforcementactionagainstHemandoCountyUtilitiesDepartmentunder 
Chapter403,F.S. Enforcementactionmayincluderevocationofthisorderandpenaltiesofupto 
$10,000perviolationperday. 

1. This approval to independently regulate sewagecollectiou/transmission lines is only
 
applicable within theboundaries ofHemando County.
 

2. This approval does not relieve Hemando County Utilities Department from any 
responsibility to comply with any local ordinance, rule orregulation. 

3. This approval does not relieve Hemando County Utilities Department from any 
requirement to obtain thenecessary permits for construction activities in waters ofthe stateorof 
theUnitedStatesorfromcomplyingwithallotherprovisionsofChapter403,F.S.,andrules 
promulgated thereunder. 

4. TheDepartmentwillperiodicallyreviewthisorderforcompliance,includingbutnot 
limited to site inspections, where applicable. 

5. Theprovisionsofthisordershallsupercedeconflictmgprovisionsofotherordersor 
agreements between theDepartment andHemando County Utilities Department applicable to the 
specific functions set forth here. 

Anyparty to the order has theright to seekjudicial review ofthe orderunder Section 
120. 68, F.S.,bythefiling ofa notice ofappeal underRule 9. 110oftheRoridaRules ofAppellate 
Procedure wiAthe Clerk ofthe Department in the Office ofGeneral Counsel, Mail Station 35, 
3900 Commonwealth Boulevard, Tallahassee, Florida, 32399-3000; andbyfiling a copy ofthe 



notice ofappeal accompaiiied bytheapplicable filmg fees withtheappropnate district court of 
appeal. Thenotice ofappeal mustbefiledwithin 30daysfromthe datewhenthefmal order is 
filedwiththeClerkoftheDepartment. 

3^DONEANDENTEREDthis dayof 2003, in Tallahassee, 

Florida. 

STATEOFFLORIDADEPARTMENT 
OFENVIRONMENTALPROTECTION 

David B. Sbruhs 

Secretary 
DepartmentofEnvironmentalProtection 
3900CommonwealthBoulevard 
TaUahassee,Florida 32399-3000 

FILmGANDACKNOWLEDGMENT 

FELED,onthisdate,pursuanttoSection120.52(7), 
Horida Statutes, with the designated Department clerk, 
receiptofwhichisherebyacknowledged. 

/0/3/0ro3. 

Clerk Date 


