
ITEM 5: 
Determine whether a 26.14-acre conservation easement in Jefferson County, Florida, over 
property belonging to Belle Terre Land Partners, LLC fulfills a clearly delineated state 
conservation policy and yields a significant public benefit. 
LOCATION: 
Jefferson County 
APPLICANT: 
Belle Terre Land Partners, LLC 
DSL STAFF REMARKS: 
Belle Terre Land Partners, LLC requests a determination that a conservation easement held by 
Tall Timbers Research, Inc. fulfills a clearly delineated state conservation policy and yields a 
significant public benefit pursuant to Section 196.26(4), Florida Statutes, to qualify for an ad 
valorem tax exemption for properties less than 40 acres in size. The easement was granted 
voluntarily to protect, in perpetuity, the ecological and scenic resources and the conservation 
interests and values of the Champion family while permitting compatible uses of the property 
that are consistent with the property’s conservation values. It is not a regulatory easement 
granted to offset alteration or destruction of another habitat. 
The owner submitted copies of the recorded conservation easement, baseline documentation 
report and management plan with the designated manager. The property consists of 
approximately 10.4 acres of Crow Pond, originally a hardwood swamp that was part of the 
surrounding spring-fed bottomland forest impounded in 1940, 4.48 acres of bottomland forest 
and 11.26 acres of disturbed uplands containing cultivated and fallow fields, planted pine and 
hardwood hedgerows. Crow Pond and the bottomland forest are designated as Special Natural 
Areas (SNAs) offering diverse, high quality aquatic and forested wetland habitats of 
conservation value in the St. Marks River Basin with future management focused on promoting 
biodiversity and sustaining ecological functions of these habitats. Listed species documented on 
the property include Southeastern American kestrel, bald eagle, wood stork, Florida black bear, 
gopher tortoise, Southern lady fern, Flyr’s Brickell-bush, gopherwood buckthorn, croomia, 
cardinal flower, hairy fevertree, yellow-fringed orchard, and oval ladies’ tresses. The property is 
within the St. Marks River Watershed in the Red Hills District of north Florida. It is adjacent to 
and shares a reciprocal conservation easement with the Schrieffer conservation easement to the 
west and Barron conservation easement to the south, encompassing 113.9 acres including the 
36.21-acre Crow Pond. 
The easement is managed for recreational hunting and fishing and aesthetic enjoyment. Crow 
pond is primarily used for fishing and duck hunting, while the surrounding forested wetland is 
used for deer and turkey hunting. The uplands are managed for cultivation of crops and planted 
pine. Selective timber harvesting is allowed with management provisions listed in the 
conservation easement. Invasive species are managed using prescribed fire, herbicides and 
mechanical treatments (including trapping and hunting for feral pigs). 
Staff concludes that the property as described and managed pursuant to the conservation 
easement, baseline documentation and management plan fulfills several clearly delineated state 
conservation policies including being located within the Red Hills strategic habitat conservation 
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area, protecting natural floodplain functions, functional wetlands and aquifer recharge. Staff also 
concludes that the property as described and managed, yields a significant public benefit because 
of the presence of and management for threatened and endangered plant and animal species, 
inclusion in a protected landscape and maintenance and protection of a mature bottomland forest 
wetland complex with perennial springs and seeps in the St. Marks River watershed. 
DSL STAFF RECOMMENDATION: 
Determine that the conservation easement fulfills a clearly delineated state conservation policy 
and that it yields a significant public benefit. 
ARC RECOMMENDATION:  
Fulfills a clearly delineated state conservation policy: 
(  ) Yes   (  ) No 
Yields a significant public benefit: 
(  ) Yes   (  ) No 
(  ) Defer 
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