Item 11: Clay Electric Cooperative Easement No. 33490

ITEM 11:

Consider whether an approximately 9.3-acre private overhead electrical transmission line
easement, ranging from 5-foot to 75-foot wide, within the Marjorie Harris Carr Cross Florida
Greenway State Recreation and Conservation Area is consistent with the Board of Trustees’
Linear Facilities Policy.

LOCATION:

Marion County

Section 9 & 10/ Township 13S / Range 24E
APPLICANT:

Clay Electric Cooperative, Inc.

DSL STAFF REMARKS:

This request is a component of the Applicant’s project that is intended construct and maintain a
new 115-kV overhead electrical transmission line within the corridor of the Applicant’s existing
25-kV overhead electrical distribution line, from Fort McCoy Substation to Salt Springs
Substation along Old State Highway S-316 in Marion County. To facilitate construction of the
115-kV transmission line, the footprint of the existing 25-kV transmission line will involve a
minor expansion.

The Marjorie Harris Carr Cross Florida Greenway State Recreation and Conservation Area is
managed by the Division of Recreation and Parks (DRP) under Lease Number 4013. The
requested easement area was acquired by the BOT in 1993 as part of a transfer from the Canal
Authority and is designated for conservation and recreation purposes. DRP provided a letter of
no objection on August 11, 2022.

The Division of Historical Resources reviewed the project, and in a letter dated January 6, 2023,
requested the easement include a special condition requiring the Applicant to have a professional
cultural resources assessment survey conducted on the requested easement area and obtain a 1A-
32 permit prior to construction.

Avoidance:

Alternate easement locations were assessed. However, construction of the new transmission line
at an alternate location rather than within the existing transmission line corridor would increase
environmental impacts and construction costs. Other alternate locations were not feasible or
practical.

Minimizing Impacts:

Impacts to the conservation land and public use of the area is expected to be minimal. There are
no imperiled or listed wildlife species within the requested easement area. Documented state
threatened plant species within/near the requested easement area includes anglepod (Matelea
gonocarpos/Gonolobus suberosus). The plants are located on the east side of the Ocklawaha
River and more specifically east of the boat ramp. The park manager shall be notified at least a
week in advance of any planned construction activities for this section of the requested easement
area. Once construction begins near the plants, the park biologist will be present to make sure the
plants are not impacted.

April 2023 ARC Mesting Page 1 of 24



Item 11: Clay Electric Cooperative Easement No. 33490

Compensation:

An easement fee will be paid by the Applicant based on the appraised market value. Pursuant to
section 253.02(4), Florida Statutes, replacement lands shall be sought by the Applicant at 1.5
times the size of the easement area. If replacement lands are not available or are un-obtainable,
the Applicant will pay to the applicable land manager an amount equaling two times the
appraised value of the easement area.

DSL STAFF RECOMMENDATION:
Approve the easement.
ARC RECOMMENDATION:

( ) APPROVE

( ) APPROVE WITH MODIFICATIONS:
( ) DEFER

( ) WITHDRAW

( ) NOT APPROVE

( ) OTHER
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RON DESANTIS CORD BYRD
Governor Secretary of State
Florida Department of Environmental Protection January 6, 2023

Bureau of Public Lands Administration
3800 Commonwealth Blvd. MS 125
Tallahassee, FL 32399-3000

Re: DHR No.: 2022-8092
Project: Ft. McCoy Easement

To Whom It May Concern:

Our office reviewed the referenced project in accordance with Chapter 267, Florida Statutes, and
implementing state regulations, for possible effects on historic properties listed, or eligible for listing, in
the National Register of Historic Places, or otherwise of historical, architectural or archaeological value.

A review of the Florida Master Site File indicates that the project area has not been adequately surveyed
for archaeological properties. Since conditions in the area are favorable for the presence of these kinds of
resources and due to the nature of the project, we recommend that the project area be subjected to a
professional cultural resources assessment survey. The resultant survey report should conform to the
provisions of Chapter 1A-46, Florida Administrative Code, and should be sent to our office upon
completion. The report will help us complete the review process and provide comments or
recommendations to the permitting agency in a timely fashion.

The Division of Historical Resources cannot endorse specific archaeological or historic preservation
consultants. However, the American Cultural Resources Association maintains a listing of professional
consultants at www.acra-crm.org, and the Register of Professional Archaeologists maintains a
membership directory at www.rpanet.org. The Division encourages checking references and recent work
history.

In addition, because the project will occur on state lands, it will require a 1A-32 permit. The consultant
should contact Brandon Ackermann at the Bureau of Archaeological Research
(Brandon.Ackermann@DOS.myflorida.com or 850-245-6334). For further information see link
https://dos.myflorida.com/historical/archaeology/public-lands/research-permits/.

Division of Historical Resources
R.A. Gray Building * 500 South Bronough Streete Tallahassee, Florida 32399
850.245.6300 * 850.245.6436 (Fax) * FLHeritage.com
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If you have any questions, please contact Jennifer Tobias, Historic Sites Specialist, by email at
Jennifer.Tobias@dos.myflorida.com.

Sincerely,

Alissa S. Lotane
Director, Division of Historical Resources and State Historic Preservation Officer

April 2023 ARC Mesting Page 22 of 24



Item 11: Clay Electric Cooperative Easement No. 33490

ARC Questionnaire
Marjorie Harris Carr Cross Florida Greenways State Recreation and Conservation Area
BOT Lease Number 4013
Easement 33490 — Clay Electric — Fort McCoy

1. Description of when and under what program or fund the parcel under consideration
was acquired (EEL, LATF, CARL, P-2000, Florida Forever, etc.) or donated.

Property in question is part of the Marjorie Harris Carr Cross Florida Greenway (CFG)
State Recreation and Conservation Area that was transferred from the federal
government back to the state as part of the de-authorized former Cross Florida Barge
Canal (CFBC) project from the 1960’s/70’s.

2. Description of the purpose for the parcel’s acquisition (P-2000 or Florida Forever
goals and criteria or similar purpose descriptions) or donation and any restrictions or
conditions of use that apply to the parcel, if any.

The CFG lands in question were transferred to the state for the establishment and
maintenance of a large scale ecological and recreational corridor as part of the
establishment of statewide system of interconnected greenways and trails. These lands
are subject to oversight under USC Title 16 Chapter 1 Section 460d., per the terms and
conditions mutually agreed to between the federal government and State of Florida for
de-authorization and transfer of the former CFBC lands for the establishment of the
CFG.

3. Description of the current level of public recreational use or public access of the
parcel.

The current recreational level and recreational use of the parcel/s in question is
negligible as they are along public road ROW, existing utility /powerline corridor/s that
inhibits or minimizes its use by the public.

4. Description of the natural resources, land cover, vegetation, habitat or natural
community, if any, that are currently present on the parcel.

Land cover and natural resources within the parcels is ruderal due to being
along/adjacent to existing road or powerline ROW in previously disturbed area/s along
its entire length.

5r. Description and list of the imperiled and other wildlife species, if any, that occur on or
use the parcel.

Documented listed plant species within/near the existing and proposed right of way
includes Matelea gonocarpos/Gonolobus suberosus or angle pod. Angle pod is state
threatened. The plants are located on the east side of the Ocklawaha River and more
specifically east of the boat ramp. The park manager requested in writing to be notified
at least a week in advance of any planned construction activities for this section of the
Greenway. Once construction begins near the plants, the park biologist will be present to
make sure the plants are not crushed or impacted in any way.

6) Description and list of historical or archaeological resources, if any, that occur or have
the potential of occurring on the site.

Cultural resource site 19652 MR03167, a possible pre-historic canoe is located near
this area along the Ocklawaha River. Due to proximity to the river it is strongly desired
that trained archaeologist/s and/or cultural resource staff survey the location/s of any soill
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borings or excavations for the location of poles or footers to support powerline
structures.

7) Formal alternative siting analysis that includes a description and assessment of other
potential alternative sites and why they are not feasible or practicable alternatives.
Alternative sites are not viable due to the pre-existence of the powerline/s already along
the public road and utility ROW. The selected location will minimize any additional
clearing and disturbance of the surrounding CFG lands for this project.

8) Assessment of the impacts the proposed alternative use will have on the
natural/historical/archaeological/recreational resources, if any, as well as on the current
public use and purpose for the site or parcel.

Impacts to the natural/historical/archaeological/recreational resources in this area will be
minimal due to the co-location of this transmission line with existing facilities and public
road ROW. Due to potential for impacts to cultural resources only at the locations where
soil disturbance excavation/boring may take place cultural resource protection and
observation is needed.

9) Assessment of the potential impacts on the larger area of conservation lands the
parcel is located within (park, wildlife management area, forest trail, etc.) and on any
surrounding conservation lands, if any.

Potential impacts to the larger surrounding conservation area/s and lands are expected
to be minimal due to the previously noted co-location of these additional facilities with
existing in disturbed, mostly ruderal areas.

10) Assessment of how the proposed package of consideration and net positive benefit
for the requested alternative use of the parcel, such as the generally standard
requirement for replacement land (depending on the parcel’s size), will offset the impacts
and benefit the larger area of conservation lands (park, forest, wildlife management
area, trail system, etc.) the parcel is within and particularly how it will offset the impacts
or benefit the natural/historical/archaeological resources, habitat and public recreational
uses of the public conservation area the parcel is located within.

CFG environmental and management staff have requested one of the special conditions
of this easement be the perpetual maintenance and control of invasive plants on the
property to further enhance the environmental conditions in this area. The nominal size
of this easement request at less than an acre along/adjacent to ruderal existing road and
utility ROW will make the overall NPB minimal as currently anticipated. However, CFG
management expects to request whatever goods or services the ultimate valuation is
determined to be that best enhances or mitigates the conditions in the area where this
easement has been requested.

It will be the responsibility of the managing agency on whose property a non-conservation or
non-public recreation use is proposed to have staff at ARC meetings who will be able to answer
guestions about the effect of that proposed use on the lands that they manage and about their
justification for agreeing to allow it. BPLA staff will continue to present the items but managing
agency staff should be ready to answer any questions related to the resources and recreation
on the site and the effects of proposed uses.
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