
ITEM 14: 

Vote on whether to amend the Pinhook Swamp Florida Forever Project Boundary to add three 
parcels totaling approximately 950.5 acres in Columbia County with a tax assessed market value 
of $889,668. 
LOCATION: 
Columbia County 
DSL STAFF REMARKS: 
The Greene Addition amendment, proposed by Alachua Conservation Trust, adds three parcels 
to the Pinhook Swamp Florida Forever project. The parcels, owned by Audrey Ann Greene, 
Mary Ann Greene and Ralph Greene, total approximately 950.5 acres, and have a tax assessed 
value of $889.668. The landowners have been contacted and are willing sellers. The properties 
are to be acquired less-than-fee. The property is in northwestern Columbia County, east of the 
Suwannee River and consists of a large swath of forested wetlands and pine plantation. The 
property is within Priority 2 of the Florida Ecological Greenways Network and may provide 
habitat for imperiled wildlife species such as the gopher tortoise (Gopherus polyphemus). 
Boundary Amendment Criteria: 
The proposal meets the criteria to be submitted as a boundary amendment. The parcels total less 
than 1,000 acres, have a tax assessed value of less than $2 million, and are less than 10% of the 
size of the overall project to which it is being added. The proposal area should be designated as 
essential. 
Project History: 
The Pinhook Swamp project, located in Columbia County, was added to the Florida Forever 
Priority List in 1992. The project aims to protect and restore the pine flatwoods and swamps 
linking the Osceola National Forest, Okefenokee National Wildlife Refuge, and Suwannee River. 
The Pinhook Swamp project includes approximately 183,954 acres and is ranked number 23 in 
the Critical Natural Lands category on the 2022 Florida Forever Priority List. The tax assessed 
value for the remaining acres to be acquired in this project per property appraiser information 
(2020) is $66,095,122. 
FNAI Review: 
According to the FNAI Florida Forever Measures Evaluation, the proposed addition contributes 
significantly to Ecological Greenways (100%), Aquifer Recharge (100%), Surface Water 
Protection (98%), Strategic Habitat Conservation Areas (93%), Natural Floodplain Function 
(89%), and Functional Wetlands (53%).  
STAFF RECOMMENDATION: 
Vote on the proposed boundary amendment. 
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Tracking Florida’s Biodiversity

To: Sine Murray, DEP/OES 

From: Dan Hipes, FNAI 

Date: August 24, 2022 

Subject: Proposed Boundary Modification to the Pinhook Swamp Florida Forever BOT 

Project: Greene Addition Tract 

The major goals of the Pinhook Swamp Florida Forever (FF) Project are to protect and restore a natural 

area of pine flatwoods and swamps linking the Osceola National Forest, the Okefenokee National 

Wildlife Refuge, and the Suwannee River. The Greene Addition Tract (AKA Greene East) is a proposed 

less-than-fee addition to the project of approximately 950 acres in Columbia County. The tract lies 

immediately west of US 441, which in that area is the western boundary of the existing project. The 

Griffin Conservation Easement, which was purchased as part of the Pinhook Swamp Florida Forever BOT 

Project, lies just to the east and shares approximately 1/3 miles of boundary (separated by 441). The 

Suwannee River lies within ¾ mile to the west. The proposal states that a conservation easement on an 

additional 480 acres (also owned by the Greene Family) west of the proposed Greene Addition is being 

purchased by NRCS, further increasing the property’s conservation value. 

Approximately half of the Greene Addition Tract is forested wetland including baygall, basin swamp, and 

wet flatwoods. Most of that wetland in included in a large wetland system that bisects the property, 

extending north and south of the property and eventually draining to the Suwannee River. Most of the 

wetlands appear to be undisturbed; the exception is approximately 20 acres of cypress that was 

harvested between 1999 and 2004 toward the southern end of the large wetland system. Most of the 

upland half is in some stage of pine plantation; bedding is evident in all recent plantings on aerial 

photography. Wildlife food plots and a minimal network of unpaved roads make up a small percentage 

of the property. No development is reported or apparent on aerial photography. 

The Greene Addition Tract is within an area where Florida black bear (Ursus americanus floridanus, 

G5T4/S4, N, N) is considered “frequent” by the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission. The 

FNAI database contains no other records of rare species on site or nearby other than those associated 

with the Suwannee River nearby to the west. 

The Florida Forever Measures Evaluation (FFME) following this memo is based on the Florida Forever 

Conservation Needs Assessment developed by FNAI. The data used in that analysis represent a 

standardized, statewide perspective of natural community distributions based primarily on data from 

the Cooperative Land Cover Map. All or nearly all of the proposed addition contributes to priorities 3 

and 5 Strategic Habitat Conservation Areas; priority 2 Ecological Greenways; priorities 4, 5, and 6 Surface 

Water Protection; priorities 4 and 5 Aquifer Recharge; and priorities 2 and 3 Natural Floodplain 

Function. A little more than half of the site contributes to Sustainable Forestry. Less than 10% of the site 

contributes to FNAI Habitat Conservation Priorities and Under-represented Natural Communities 

(mesic/wet flatwoods). 
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